
AUDIO PRECISION 

SERIAL INTERFACE MANUAL 


October 6,1988 

Document Revision 0 


This document describes features unique to the "S" (serial) version of System 

One. It is assumes the reader is familiar with the operation of System One. 


Copyright (C) 1988 by Audio Precision Inc. 

P.O. Box 2209, Beaverton, Oregon 97075 U.S.A 


Telephone (503) 627-0832 

FAX (503) 641-8906 


Telex 283957 AUDIO UR 




Serial Interface 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

General Usage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3 

RS-232C Connections .................................... 5 

Switch Settings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... 9 

Modem Usage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 


Contents 



Audio Precision System One 

Contents ii 




Serial Interface 

INTRODUCTION 

The "S" version of System One contains the equivalent of a high penonnance PC 
with a serial port and a PCI card. This eliminates the need for a computer at the 
slave end of a split site installation allowing direct serial communications 
between System One and a computer running the System One (S l.EXE or 
S IH.EXE) software. 

The fumware in "S" version System Ones runs a program that emulates the "RUN 
SLA VE" portion of S l.EXE. It can also communicate with Hayes compatible 
modems to automatically answer telephone lines allowing completely unanended 
operation. 

Operation of S I.EXE at the master end is unchanged and is described in Chapter 
18, Remote and Split-Site Operation, of the System One User's Manual. 

The "S" version System One provides complete operation of the hardware when 
using the serial port, with the following exceptions: 

1. The Program Control Inputs and Outputs on a DCX-127 module 
are not functional when connected to an "S" version System One being 
controlled by the serial port (rear panel DIP switch set to RS232). 

2. Panel indication of generator overload is not functional for a 
generator in an "S" version System One being controlled by the serial port 
(rear panel DIP switch set to RS232). 

3. LID-MIX cannot be used to control an "S" version System One by 
the serial port (rear panel DIP switch set to RS232). 

This document describes the necessary hardware setup and connections of an "S" 
version System One to be used at the slave end of a split-site installation. Usage 
of modems is also explained. 

INTRO 1 




Audio Precision System One 

INTRa 2 




Serial Interface 

GENERAL USAGE 

The fmnware in "S" version System Ones is specifically matched to cenain 
versions of S l.EXE. A label is located on the rear panel of each "S" version 
System One indicating the firmware version and which versions of S I.EXE are 
compatible. Compatibility information is also presented in the following table. If 
information in this table conflicts with information on the rear panel of System 
One, the rear panel should be assumed to contain the correct information. 

FIRMWARE VERSION COMPATIBLE WITH SI.EXE VERSION 

1.60C 1.60C Only 

Operation of S1.EXE generally involves first making sure that the remote "S" 
version System One is "on line" by either direct connection or by calling a remote 
modem. 

If modems are in use, establishing the call from the master end involves the use 
of communications software that can dial the phone number, establish connection, 
then quit quietly without causing the modems to disconnect. (CrossTalk XVI is 
one communications program that has been tested to do this correctly by using its 
XDOS command to quit without disconnecting the modem. Another program, 
Crosstalk Mark 4, does not have this capability.) Modem setup at the remote 
answering end is documented below. 

If modems are not in use, the serial port (COM 1 or COM2) is connected directly 
to the "S" version System One using a "null modem" cable. (see RS-232C 
Connections section below). The baud rate must be set by using the DOS MODE 
command. For example, using COM 1: 

MODE COMl:9600,n,8,1 

The next step is running S I.EXE. The ICI or IC2 option must be used to enable 
serial communications from S 1.EXE. For example, using COM 1 : 

Sl/Cl 

Mter S I.EXE is running, use "RUN REMOTE" to allow any to be set to remote. 
Then each instrument may be set to remote by changing the top field on its panel 
from LOCAL to REMOTE. This process is completely documented in Chapter 
18, Remote and Split-Site Operation, of the System One User's Manual. 
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Should settings be lost at a remote System One (due to lost power or cables 
becoming disconnected), UTIL RESTORE may be used to restore a remote 
System One in the same manner as a local System One. 

Again, if modems are in use, after your test session is completed, quitting S 1.EXE 
will cause the DTR control line on the RS-232C port to go low, causing the 
master modem to hangup (it should be configured to recognize DTR). The 
modem at the remote end will also hangup and await your next call. 
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R5-232C CONNECTIONS 

On the rear panel of "s" version System Ones are two DB25P (male) connectors. 
The top connector is for the APIB (Audio Precision Interrace Bus). This is the 
same connector as found on "A" version System Ones. The bottom connector is 
the serial port and is unique to "s" version System Ones. 

The serial port on "s" version System Ones is an RS-232C interrace of the DTE 
(Data Terminal Equipment) type using a DB25P (male) connector. A subset of 
the EIA RS-232C standard is used utilizing only RX, TX, DTR, ers, DCD, and 
grounds PG and SG. Pin assignments are as follows: 

PIN# NAME DESCRIPTION DIRECTION 

1 PG Protective Ground 
2 TX Transmit Data From System One 
3 RX Receive Data To System One 
4 RTS Ready To Send From System One 
5 ers Clear To Send To System One 
7 SG Signal Ground 
8 DCD Data Carrier Detect To System One 
20 DTR Data Terminal Ready From System One 

Note that the control lines ers, DCD, RTS, and DTR are only required for 
operation with a modem. 
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RS-232C CONNECTIONS FROM SYSTEM ONE TO A MODEM 

System One is configured as a DTE port'to allow it to be connected directly to a 
modem. For connecting System One to a modem, wire a "straight-through" cable 
as follows: 

DB25P (Male) DB25S (Female) 
To Modem To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

PG 1 < <: 1 PG 
TX 2 < <: 2 TX 
RX 3 < <: 3 RX 
RTS 4 < <: 4 RTS 
crs 5 < <: 5 crs 
SG 7 < <: 7 SG 
DCD 8 < <: 8 DCD 
DTR 20 < <: 20 DTR 
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RS-232C CONNECTIONS FROM SYSTEM ONE DIRECTLY TO COMPUTERS 

IBM-PCs are also configured as DTEs, therefore when System One is to be 
connected directly to a PC, the use of a "null modem" adapter is required. The 
following cables will allow you to connect an "S" version System One to a PC. 

For an AT type PC with a DB9P connector to System One, wire a null modem 
cable as follows: 

DB9S (Female) 
To IBM-AT 

DB25S (Female) 
To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

RX 2 > < 2 TX 
TX 3 > < 3 RX 

SG 5 > < 7 SG 

For an XT type PC with a DB25P connector to System One, wire a null modem 
cable as follows: 

DB25S (Female) 
To IBM-PC 

DB25S (Female) 
To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

PG 1 > < 1 PG 
RX 3 > < 2 TX 

TX 2 > < 3 RX 

SG 7 > < 7 SG 
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SWITCH SETIINGS 


A six pole DIP switch 
assembly is located on the 
rear panel of each "s" version 
System One. The switch 
positions are checked only 
during power-up 
initialization. System One 

111 c 19200APIB AUTO ANSWER 
"I ( 110 = 9600 

101 = 4800 

100 =2400 
011.1200 

010.600 

) t 001 300K 

RS232 BAUD - .... 000 _ 150 
must be power cycled to 
recognize any change in 
switch positions. 

Figure 1 Serial Interface Switches 

The leftmost switch on this assembly sets which interface will be used by the 
hardware. When set to APIB (Auclio Precision Interface Bus), System One will 
behave like an "A" version, using the APIB connected to a PCI card installed in 
an IBM-PC. The serial pon will be ignored. 

When this switch is set to RS-232, the serial pon will be used. All commands 
received are repeated on the APIB pon so that switchers, DCXs, etc. may be 
connected. Any devices connected to APIB will then be fully controllable from 
the serial pon. 

The APm port cannot be connected to a PCI card when RS-232C is in use. 

The second leftmost switch set the "auto answer" mode. When set to the "auto 
answer" position, System One will not operate unless a Hayes compatible modem 
connected to a clial-up phone line is attached to the serial port. When a Hayes 
compatible modem is attached, the modem will be set to automatically answer 
any incoming phone calls. See the "Modem Usage" section of this document for 
more details. 

Note that when set to "auto answer" the RS-232C control lines ers, DCD, and 
DTR are used. When not set to "auto answer", these lines are not used. 

The third switch is not used. 

The three remaining switches on the right control the baud rate of the serial pon. 
When System One is connected directly to a PC, 9600 baud may be used. When 
a modem is used, 1200 or 2400 baud is typical. 
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Baud rates below 1200 baud are not recommended because of degradations in 
system perfonnance. If slower baud rates must be used (because of modem or 
comm line limitations), the rr option must be used for Sl.EXE to change the 
default communication time-outs. See the System One Users Manual, section 
18.6, "Command line Options", for more information on this. 

SWITCH SETIINGS 10 
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MODEM USAGE 

When set to the "auto answer" mode (see the "Switch Settings" section of this 
document), System One can communicate with a "Hayes Smartmodem" 
compatible modem to automatically answer telephone lines allowing completely 
unattended operation. 

The modem must be configured to use both the DTR and DCD RS-232C control 
lines and to recognize "Smartmodem" commands. 

For the Hayes Smartmodem 1200, the configuration switches must be set as 
follows: 

Switch # Position Function 

1 UP Support RS-232C DTR control line 
6 UP Support RS-232C DCD control line 
8 DOWN Enable command recognition 

System One does not care about the position of the other switches 

For the Hayes Smartmodem 2400, all settings are done using commands as there 
are no switches. Make sure that the "dumb mode strap" is in the "smart" 
position to enable command recognition. No further setup needs to be done for 
the 2400. Also, System One will not change anything in the modem that is not 
required for its operation. This allows selection of speaker usage, telco jack and 
line type, pulse dial ratios, etc. to remain intact. 

Note that there are some obscure S registers settings in both the Hayes 1200 and 
2400 that could cause problems with System One operation. (There are some 
settings that can prevent the modem from functioning at all.) The assumption is 
made that the S registers are at factory default. If your application requires 
modifying the S registers and you have trouble using System One with the 
modem, please contact Audio Precision for more specific information. 

The serial port on "S" version System Ones is an RS-232C interface of the DTE 
(Data Terminal Equipment) type using a DB25P (male) connector. This allows it 
to be connected directly to the modem using a "straight-through" cable. See "RS
232C Connections" in this document for correct cable wiring. 

Once the modem is connected to the System One serial port and both System One 
and the modem are powered on, the modem will be automatically configured to 
answer the phone. To prevent the modem from unexpectedly answering by itself, 
System One does the actual answer using Smartmodem commands. Tbe Auto 
Answer light (normally labeled" AA" on the modem) will not come on. This 
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is normal. The order in which power is applied to System One and the modem is 
not critical. 

When System One detects a loss of carrier (such as from the master end hanging 
up at the end of a test session), the hardware is reset to its initialization state with 
all outputs turned off. The modem is then reinitialized and made ready to answer 
the next incoming phone call. This cycle is repeated indefInitely, allowing 
completely unattended operation. 

MODEM USAGE 12 
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This bulletin describes the differences between 
version 2.00a and version 2.10a of SI.EXE soft
ware. References for more detail are made to spe
cific sections of the System One User's Manual , 
14th Revision, September 1991. Note that the 
User's Manual will in general simply refer to v2.lO, 
which is meant to include the "a" suffix. 

Version Compatibility 

S I.EXE v2.lOa will load and use v 1.60 and 
v2.00 .TST files. If they are loaded and then saved 
from v2. lOa, they will be automatically updated to 
v2.lOa files. SI.EXE v2.lOa will not load v1.50 or 
earlier files. If it is necessary to use files from 
v1.50 or earlier, load them into v1.60 of SI.EXE (as
suming that you have retained a copy of this pro
gram) and save them. This upgrades them to v1.60. 
Then, you can load them into v2.10a and save them 
as v2.lOa files. It is recommended that all .TST, 
. LIM, .SWP, .OVL, and .EQ files from v2.00a or 
earlier be loaded into v2.lOa and re-saved in order 
to bring them up to date. 

Procedure (.PRO) files from earlier versions 
must, at the minimum, have their first line changed 
from PROCEDUREvN.NN to PROCEDURE v2.1O. 
This is normally the only required change for v2.00 
procedures. Procedures from v 1.60 and earlier may 
require changes since several menu commands 
changed between v1.60 and v2.00. If the v1.60-or
older procedure uses cursor movements on the panel 
to change test conditions during a procedure, further 
changes may be required since new panel fields 
were added at v2.00. Any older procedure should 
be carefully observed the first time it is run under 
v2.lOa to be sure that it functions as desired. 

Serial (RS-232) Mode Functional 

Serial (RS-232) control mode is now functional 
in S I.EXE for the first time since v 1.60. Serial 
mode allows S I .EXE to control and obtain readings 
from: 

a. a remotely-located computer and "A" version 
(APIB-interfaced) System One, with the two com
puters interconnected via their RS-232 ports and mo
dems 

b. a remotely-located "S" (serial) interface ver
sion of System One and modem, with no remote 
computer required 

c. a local "S" version System One, with no 
modem involved. This configuration may be used 
with a laptop or notebook computer which lacks pro
visions for the PCI interface card necessary with 
"A" version systems . 

Serial control mode works with standard and 
DSP-based (SYS-200 and SYS-300 series) System 
Ones. Displaying FFf test results with large num
bers of points, down-loading DSP programs, and up
loading waveforms will be quite slow in serial mode 
compared to "A" version operation. "S" version 
units shipped before August, 1991, contain version 
1.60 firmware and can only be operated from a com
puter running v1.60 of S I.EXE software. These "S" 
version units can be upgraded to v2.lOa firmware 
by plugging in new ROMS. When two computers 
are involved in remote operation with two systems, 
both computers must be operating the same software 
version (both v1.60, or both v2.10a). See the "Re
mOle Mode for Transmission Testing and Laptop 
Computer Operation" chapter starting on page 22-1 
for full details. 
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Gain Amplifier Fixed Range 

System One's analog analyzer contains autorang
ing gain blocks at three locations-near the A chan
nel input, near the B channel input, and preceding 
the selectable fixed filters in the READING meter. 
In version 2.lOa, it is possible for the first time to 
defeat autoranging of the READING meter gain am
plifier and instead lock it at any of several fixed val
ues. Autorange mode operation is always slower 
than when gain is fixed on the optimum range. 
However, if the signal amplitude exceeds the fixed 
range maximum, clipping and measurement errors 
can occur. Locking the gain amplifier eliminates au
dible transients when monitoring the READING 
MONITOR OUTPUT BNC connector. It also elimi
nates possible confusion at autorange points when 
observing this.monitor output signal on an oscillo
scope while adjusting the device under test. See the 
"Range" section of page 10-9 of the Analyzer chap
ter for full details. 

Switcher-Bargraph Function 
tmproved 

Alignment of multi-track tape recorders is greatly 
facilitated with SWR-122 switchers by selecting 
SWI A-I/O as SOURCE-l and using bargraph dis
play mode to display output level or distortion while 
making adjustments to the recorder. A mouse or the 
horizontal arrow keys then pennit stepping the gen
erator and analyzer from track-to-track of the re
corder while adjusting the channel electronics for 
each track. In previous versions, every movement 
of the mouse or arrow key stroke caused a new com
mand to be written to the switchers even if the 
change was insufficient to step to the next channel, 
causing excessive operation of the switchers. In ver
sion 2.lOa, a command will be sent to the switcher 
only when a channel change is required. 

Data Editor Compatibility with 
Spreadsheet Software Improved 

The ability to load data from spread-sheets such 
as Lotus 1-2-3 into S l.EXE has been improved by 
changes in the Edit Data function . Edit Data is now 
tolerant of spaces between the last digit of a number 
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and the comma which delimits that number from the 
following number. This permits formatting 
spreadsheets with columns of commas between col
umns of numbers, saving the result as an ASCII file 
(.PRN file in the case of Lotus), and importing that 
data to S I.EXE with the Load Data command in 
order to graph it or compare it to limits. 

Single-Stepping Procedures 

When de-bugging a procedure by operating in sin
gle-step mode «Alt><FlO», a Save Test command 
in the procedure will now save a test and overwrite 
any existing test of the same name whether or not 
there is a "Y" (pennission to overwrite) in the proce
dure. This has been the nonnal execution mode of 
procedures, but previously they required the "Y" to 
overwrite when being operated in single-step mode. 

SETTLING TIMEOUT Shows Actual 
Resolution 

When a value is entered into the TIMEOUT field 
on the SETTLING panel, the field will display the 
nearest actual timeout value available rather than 
the entered value. Also, it is now not possible to set 
the timeout value to less than one increment of the 
TIMEOUT timer (approximately 55 milliseconds). 

Bargraph Color 

On VGA display systems in bargraph «F2» 
mode with COLOR-GRAPH selected on the 
SWEEP DEFINITIONS panel, the bargraph color is 
now intense cyan rather than the previous dark blue. 

Regulation Function, MAXIMUM and 
MINIMUM Operation 

The peak-finding algorithms have been improved 
for both the MAXIMUM and MINIMUM opera
tional modes of REGULAnON function. 
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Bargraph Prompt Caution 

Do nol starl a prompling message in bargraph 
mode wilh a space, Lab, or relurn. 

Hercules Bargraph Prompt Message 
Emulation 

Version 1.60 and earlier revisions of S I .EXE soft
ware were furnished in separale versions for CGA 
d~play syslems and Hercules display syslems. The 
Hercules version provided more lines of lexl in 
prompting messages lo the operalor in bargraph 
«F2» mode. In order lo permil procedures crealed 
with the earlier Hercules version of S I .EXE lo dis
play properly wilh v2.lOa software, the /Dx,O com
mand line option was developed. For example, if 
S I.EXE software is SLaned: 

S I /D 1,0 <Enter> 

lhe software loads inlo Hercules monochrome dis
play-compalible mode due La the /D I. The",0" 
causes emulalion of the Hercules display's abililY lo 
prinl more lines of lexl on the screen, so thal lhe 
prompts in older procedures will fil properly around 
lhe bargraphs. See the table in the "Graphic Syslem 
compalibililY" section on page 5-7 for more informa
lion on the proper "!O" code lo use for your display 
syslem. The ",0" add ilion lO the code is nol dis
cussed in the manual. 

Help Screen Processor Identification 

The HELP screen now identifies 80486 micro
processors when presenl in your compuler. 

User's Manual Improvements 

A number of improvemenls have been made in 
lhe Syslem One User's Manual. 

Chapler 22, "Rem ole Mode for Transmission 
Tesling and LaPlop Compuler Operation" is new. 

An improved section "Controlling Memory 
Usage" has been added starling on page 28-5. 

A funclional block diagram of the generalor has 
been added lo the exisling analyzer block diagram 
in Chapler 32. 

An entirely new chapler "Furnished Disk File De
scriplions" has been added (Chapler 33), describing 
lhe conlenl and inlended funclion of mosl of lhe 
soflware furnished with Syslem One. 

"Bug Fixes" 

"Bugs" have been eliminaled which previously 
somelimes caused problems under the following con
dilions: 

Graphics lexl and and bargraphs now funClion 
properly on the Toshiba 640 x 400 displays. 

DOS 2.11 caused a computer lock-up al S1.EXE 
loading unless the program NULMOUSE.COM was 
run firsl. 

The <F4> dBr sel reference key now completes 
its processing even if another key such as <F9> is 
pressed. 

RUN EXIT wilh no procedure lO relurn lo now 
SLOpS properly. 

When SOURCE-lor SOURCE-2 is used in bar
graph mode lO controllhe generalor or swilcher, lhe 
value no longer jumps La the other extreme when 
Laken beyond the end of the graph. 

IL was sometimes difficulL lo change the AN
AL YZER BP/BR selling from AUTO lo a specific 
value in Hz. 

Hercules is a regislered trademark of Hercules 
Compuler Technology, Inc. 

LoluS and 1-2-3 are regislered trademarks of lhe 
LOlus Developmenl Corporation. 

http:NULMOUSE.COM
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This bulletin describes the differences between 
version 1.60 and version 2.00A of System One 
software. References for more detail are made to 
specific sections of the System One User's Manual, 
Twelfth Revision, December 1989. 

Names Commands Changed, 1.60 
Procedures Must Be Modified 

In order to make room on the NAMES menu 
command line for the new NAMES PROGRAM 
command which loads DSP programs, three of the 
existing commands were shortened. NAMES 
GENl#I-EQ became NAMES GEN-EQ, NAMES 
ERROR-FILE became NAMES ERR-FILE, and 
NAMES RENAME-TEST became NAMES 
RENAME. If version 1.60 or earlier procedures are 
to be run under version 2.00 software, any of these 
commands must be edited to the new form or the 
procedure will not work correctly. See page 24-2. 

Improved Graphic Display 

Now supports the full resolution plus multi-color 
capability of CGA, Hercules Monochrome, EGA, 
VGA, and Toshiba 3100 graphics adapters, all from 
one program. There is no longer a separate program 
(SIH.EXE) for Hercules. See page 5-3. 

In COLOR-GRAPH mode, up to 8 colors are 
used with EGA and VGA display systems to dif
ferentiate nested sweeps, <Ctrl><F9> repeated 
sweeps, and appended data from the APPEND 
TEST or APPEND DATA commands. See page 11
16. 

Panels, the editors, and menus have been 
colorized. 

Off-scale data is now clipped at the edge of the 
graph, rather than plotting on through the text and 
numeric border areas. 

Improved Print-Screens <*> 

Support has been added for HP LaserJet laser 
printers. See page 15-3. 

Support has been added for Epson LQ (24-pin) 
printers. See page 15-4. 

Graph print-outs may be made at any desired 
height and width, controlled by options entered 
when S 1 software is started. See page 15-4. 

Various dot densities available in the printer may 
be specified to optimize print speed and quality for 
any given size, controlled by options entered when 
SI software is started. See page 15-4. 

Graph printouts may be made in "portrait" or 
"landscape" modes. Portrait refers to the sheet of 
paper being held with its long axis vertical when 
viewing a graph. Landscape refers to the sheet 
being held with its long axis horizontal when view
ing a graph. Comments are not printed in landscape 
mode. See page 15-5. 

High-Resolution Plotter and Laser 
Printer Support 

Graphs are now possible whose resolution is 
limited not by the computer display, but only by the 
number of data points or the ultimate plotting/print
ing quality of the output device. These high-resolu
tion graphs are not obtained directly from within 
S] .EXE. The new SAVE GRAPHICS command is 
used to save a .GDL file, which is in tum processed 
by another program for the particular output device. 

HPGL-compatible plotters may be used as output 
devices. Multi-color plots of up to 13 colors may 
be generated, on paper from A through E size (AO 
through A4). Multiple plots can be made on one 
sheet. An auxiliary program, PLOT.EXE, is fur
nished for this purpose. See page 15-6. 
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HP LaserJet printers equipped either with the 
"Plotter in a Cartridge" hardware product, or driven 
by the "Laser Plotter" software product, can simu
late HPGL plotter operation. The multiple pen 
choices are converted into line style choices. See 
page IS-7. 

Postscript-compatible laser printers such as the 
Apple LaserWriter may also be used. Both gray 
level choices and line styles are available to differen
tiate between multiple plots. An auxiliary program, 
POST.EXE, is furnished for this purpose. See 
page IS-14. 

Graphics Cursor 

Crosshairs on both the DATA-l and DATA-2 
plots will appear when either horizontal arrow key 
is pressed while a graph is on screen. Numeric read
out of the selected data points appears near the top 
of the graph. The <S hift> and <Ctrb keys speed 
cursor movement, and <Home> and <End> take the 
cursor to the beginning or end of the data. See 
page 11-9. 

Imeroved Procedures 

Several new features have been added to 
Sl.EXE's procedure capability. Program flow con
trol is greatly improved via subprocedures, a GOTO 
command with line labels, and conditional branch
ing upon operator numeric key input. Improved 
panel cursor movements via two-character 
mnemonic codes were also added. 

Sub-procedures can be called from other proce
dures. When the sub-procedure is completed, con
trol jumps back to the calling point. Many levels of 
sub-procedures can be nested. The new RUN 
CALL command transfers control to a sub-proce
dure. The RUN EXIT command indicates the end 
of a sub-procedure, at which point control reverts to 
the procedure which called it, in the following line. 
See page 24-S. 
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The new UTIL GOTO command pennits jump
ing to any specified line in a procedure. That line 
must be labeled, with a line label indicated by the : 
(colon) symbol. See page 24-4. 

Conditional branching upon operator numeric 
key input pennits creation of menu choices within a 
procedure. The operator makes a selection by press
ing a number key 0 through 9, which typically 
would result in calling a specific subprocedure or 
jumping to a particular line. This operator keyboard 
input capability can also pennit entry of an observa
tion of function of indicators or other non-directly
measureable phenomena. The <Ctrl><FIO> 
keystroke causes a procedure to pause and wait for 
number key entry from the keyboard. The IF O[ 
through IF 9[ statements then define the action to be 
taken when the operator presses the corresponding 
key. See page 24-S. 

A new capability has been added to jump the cur
sor directly to key fields on each panel when in 
panel mode. This may be convenient in manual 
operation, and provides more rapid cursor move
ment when it is necessary to change settings during 
a procedure. The resulting procedure listing is more 
self-documenting than the previous alternative of 
arrow keystrokes, and is less likely to require future 
modification if future software revisions add new 
fields to any of the panels. See page 24-8 for more 
infonnation. 

Improved Editing of String Entries 

When typing in character strings (such as enter
ing a new graph title under Names Title), the arrow 
keys, <Ins>, <Del>, <Home>, and <End> keys per
mit making corrections and insertions without re
typing the entire string. Long entries which over
flow to the next line can also now be edited. See 
page 13-16. 

Improved Measurement of Noisy 

Signals via Average Settling Mode 


The A VG command has been added to EX

PONENTIAL, FLAT, and OFF as choices on the 

SWEEP SETTLING panel. A number of samples 
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to be averaged, up to 99, may be entered. The sys
tem will then take that number of sample measure
ments and average and plot the result at each step of 
a sweep, reducing the variable effects of noise. See 
page 12-3. 

Regulation by Varying Generator 
Frequency 

The REGULATION panel now permits automat
ically varying the analog generator frequency (as an 
alternate choice to amplitude) to bring a measured 
parameter to a target value or to a maximum or min
imum. This permits automatically locating the cen
ter frequency of bandpass and notch filters and auto
matically locating the -3dB points of an amplifier's 
response. See the REGULATION chapter begin
ning on page 25-1. 

Improved MAXIMUM and MINIMUM 
Regulation Algorithms 

The algorithms have been improved for automat
ically finding the maximum or minimum of a 
measured parameter by varying generator amplitude 
or frequency. See the REGULATION chapter 
beginning on page 25-1 for a description of the im
proved functions and control fields. 

Improved Status Information on 
HELP and NAMES Screens 

The HELP screen now displays information on 
printer mode and status, graph dimensions to be 
produced by a print-screen <*> command, PCI inter
face card type and address, and display adapter 
type. It also indicates availability (connected to bus 
and powered up) of the major System One modules. 
For an illustration of the new HELP panel, see 
page 7-8. 

The NAMES screen now shows the various files 
attached to the presently-loaded file by the NAMES 
command. See page 7-9 for an illustration. 

Averaging Mode in COMPUTE 
SMOOTH 

The COMPUTE SMOOTH function, when any 
negative value is entered for Number of Passes, will 
average all points in the data set and replace them 
with that average value. See page 13-22. 

DOS Reserve Changed to 64K 

With the normal starting of S I .EXE software (S I 
<Enter», about 64 kbytes of memory will be 
reserved for DOS commands and programs running 
under DOS during XDOS or DOS exits. This value 
was increased from the previous 32 kbytes to allow 
for the larger memory requirements of DOS 4.0 and 
to allow certain compiled utility programs and the 
wow and flutter calibration program to run with a 
normal load. If these conditions are not relevant to 
your application, you may make more memory avail
able for data points and buffers by starting the 
software with the /R32 option (SI /R32 <Enter» . 

Improved Memory Control Options 

Several improvements have been made to op
timize the amount of computer memory left avail
able to DOS commands and other programs while 
S I .EXE remains in memory during the DOS and 
XDOS temporary exits. 

The /& filename command line option specifies a 
disk file into which the test data and contents of all 
buffers will be transferred at the time of an XDOS 
or DOS exit. This results in approximately 220 
kbytes becoming available for programs running 
under DOS, while S I.EXE remains in memory. 
The time required to transfer the data and buffers to 
the disk file depends upon computer and disk access 
speed, varying from about 1 second for a 386-based 
computer using RAM disk (virtual disk) to about 7 
seconds for a 286-based computer with a typical 
hard disk. See page 27-7. 

The /B command line option has been slightly 
modified. The minimum buffer size for character 
buffers (Edit Data, Edit Procedure, Edit Macro, Edit 
Comments) is now 64 characters. Zeros may be 
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entered for any of the six buffers and the software 
will automatically select the smallest permissible 
buffer. See page 27-6. 

A new /8 command permits sacrificing Image 
Save and sweep-erase-repeat capability «AIt><F8>, 
0'8>, <AIt><F9> in return for 16 kybtes to 36 
kbytes more memory for other uses. See page 27-7. 

DELTA File Names Now Saved with 
Test 

A file named as the DELTA file (to be subtracted 
from data in memory) was previously part of the 
Sl.EXE environment for any succeeding tests 
loaded and did not save with a test With version 
2.00, any named DELTA file will be saved when a 
test is saved. Loading any new file replaces any pre
viously-named DELTA file. See page 13-17. 

Y to Overwrite in Procedures 

Permission to overwrite an existing file name 
during a Save operation is automatic during a proce
dure. If the procedure is created in Uti! Learn 
mode, the "Y to overwrite" is normally furnished by 
the operator and thus becomes part of the procedure 
listing. If the procedure is created in the editor, the 
"Y" is normally not furnished. The procedure will 
be properly interpreted during execution in either 
case, and the old file will be overwritten with or 
without the "Y". 

Change in AUTO Reading Rate for 
External Sweeps and Noise Sources 

During any EXTERNAL FREQuency sweep 

with one of the BUR-GEN noise sources selected, 

the AUTO reading rate selection on the analyzer 

panel will select 4 readings per second to 

synchronize the analyzer with the pseudorandom 

noise sequence of the generator. 
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II Option for Interface Card Address 
Control 

S I .EXE software normally automatically locates 
the PCI-2 interface card at whichever of the four ad
dresses it may be set to. If the automatic location 
process does not function properly, the II option 
may be used at software start-up to force the 
software to a particular card address. See page 27-5. 

IHELP In addition to /? 

For a summary of the available command line op
tions with which SI.EXEmay be started, you may 
now type either S 1 /HELP or sin at the DOS 
prompt. 

DEG2 Unit 

A new phase measurement display unit, deg2, 
has been added. Deg2 is a fixed +270 to -90 degree 
range, designed for making measurements when the 
result is expected to be either 0 ± a few degrees or 
180 ± a few degrees. See page 8-5. 

<Home> Key to Return Text Cursor 
to Top of Bargraphs 

When creating procedures with operator-prompt
ing messages on a bargraph (0'2», it is now pos
sible to return the typing cursor to the top left 
comer of the screen via the <Home> key. See page 
14-5. 

No Remote, Split Site, S Version 

Version 2.00 software does not support the RS
232 port and is therefore not usable with a remotely
located system (split-site operation) or the "s" ver
sion of System One. Users of those systems or in 
those applications must continue to use version 1.60 
software. The anticipated date of release of a ver
sion 2.xx which supports the RS-232 port is ap
proximately the second quarter of 1990. 
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UTIL RESTORE now Checks for "A" 
Version 

System One hardware before serial number 300 
lacked certain features (2-CHANNEL and 
CROSSTALK modes, the fifth filter option socket, 
and EXTERNAL filter capability). SI .EXE 
software now checks which hardware version is con
nected and configures the software accordingly each 
time Util Restore is executed, in addition to the pre
vious practice of checking only when the software 
is originally loaded. 

Automatic Execution of Command 
Line Options 

Starting Sl.EXE software with the desired condi
tions may require a number of command line op
tions. Typing those manually is time-consuming 
and error-prone. One solution is using a batch file 
which contains the character string S 1 /(options). 
Version 2.00 permits another option by use of the 
DOS Environment. The Environment is a section of 
memory accessible by programs. An 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file can specify the operations 
for SI by the command set SIOPTS= /(options). 
Then, each time S 1 <Enter> is typed, the program 
looks into the Environment area for instructions on 
how to load the software. See page 27-9. 

.IMG Files, SAVE IMAGE, LOAD 
IMAGE Eliminated 

Version 2.00 no longer supports saving and load
ing image files, and thus eliminates the .IMG file ex
tension. The multi-color high resolution capabilities 
of EGA and VGA would have required very large 
image buffers and stored files. Furthermore, the AP
PEND TEST and APPEND DATA commands and 
the <Ctrl><F9> feature (make new test without eras
ing previous data) have virtually eliminated the 
need to overlay and store images in order to obtain 
several sets of data on the same graph. 

/- Option Deletes Grid for Color 
Separations 

Starting S I.EXE with the /- option causes data to 
be graphed «F7> or <F9> without any grid, text 
and numerals, or calibration. The purpose of this op
tion is when preparing print-screen graphs (pixel
limited) for multi-color reproduction. A grid and 
text, without data, can be printed prior to making a 
test or by erasing the data in Edit Data mode. The 
data without grid and text (but with the surrounding 
box for alignment purposes) can then be separately 
displayed and printed via the /- option. The two 
prints can then be made into color separations to 
result in contrasting color data lines on a differently
colored graph. See page 15-6. Note that if an 
HPGL plotter, HP LaserJet laser printer, or 
Postscript laser printer (such as the Apple Laser
Writer) is available, much higher-quality color 
separations can be made whose resolution is not 
limited by the computer display system resolution 
(pixels). See the Hard Copy chapter beginning on 
page 15-1 for full details. 

Log Graph End Points Now 1, 2, 3, 
5, or 8 

The end calibration values of logarithmic graph 
displays can now have significant figures of 3 and 8 
in addition to the previous 1,2, and 5. As before, 
the next available value below the lowest specified 
sweep or data point and the next available value 
above the highest sweep or data point are automat
ically chosen in LOG display mode. 

New Priorities for Elements of Graph 
Title 

A maximum of 79 alpha-numeric characters are 
available (except in CGA color display mode) 
across the top of the graph. These normally consist 
of the title AUDIO PRECISION, the test name, the 
parameters and units (for example THD+N (%) & 
LEVEL (dBV) vs FREQ (Hz)), and the date and 
time. If the sum total of these characters exceeds 
79, some of the elements will not be displayed. The 
priority has been changed in version 2.00 to: 
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title 
parameters and units 
date and time 
test name 

Via the Names Title menu command, the title 
(normally AUDIO PRECISION) can be replaced 
with any desired text, which can be used to replace 
the standard parameters and units with user-supplied 
information. See page 13-16. 
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1. UNPACK AND INVENTORY 


Your new System One comes packed in a carton 
which also contains the interface card, cable, soft
ware , and documentation. Check to be sure that 
you have received: 

a. System One enclosure with all modules and 
options which you ordered installed (check the pack
ing list for specific options) 

b. PCl plug-in interface card for installation in 
computer (unless you ordered the "S" or "G" ver
sions of System One) 

c . cable with 25-pin connectors to connect Sys
tem One to computer interface card (unless you or
dered the "S" or "G" versions of System One) 

d. ac power line cord 

e. two rraining videotapes in the appropriate 
video standard for your area. The basic operator's 
training videotape is APY-1 and the advanced rrain
ing videotape is APY-2 

f. this User's Manual , with diskettes containing 
System One software 

If your order also included the DCX-l27 module 
or SWR-122 family of switchers, each of these mod
ules will be shipped in a separate carton with a 0.5 
meter digital interface cable and an ac power line 
cord. 

It is recommended that you save the carLon(s) in 
case it is ever necessary to ship System One. 
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2. COMPUTER SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 


Syslcm One requires an IBM PC or fully compati
ble compuler in order lo operale. Syslem One has 
been successfully operaled Wilh compulers using 
8088, 8086, 80286, 80386, and 80486 microproces
sors. Wilh wcll over 2,000 unilS of Syslem One in 
operation, there have been no reports of incompati
bilily bClween Syslem One and any PC-compatible 
com puler with eilher the original PC bus or lhe 
Microchannel bus. The PCI-3 interface card is re
quired for Microchannel bus compulers. 

The compuler mUSl have a minimum of 640 kb 
of memory. It mUSl be operating wilh DOS (disk 
operaling syslem) Version 2.2 or laler. Il mUSl con
tain a color graphics card (CGA), enhanced graphics 
card (EGA), video graphics array card (VGA~ 
Toshiba 3100 display syslem, or a Hercules ) 
monochrome graphics card or equivalent, driving a 
monochrome or color monilor which is compatible 
with the graphics card. 

A minimum of one diskelle drive is required. 
Two diskelle drives or one diskelle drive and one 
hard disk drive are recommended for the mOSl con
venienl operation. The hard disk, or configuring 
parl of the com puler memory as virlual disk (ram 
disk) is particularly recommended for applicalions 
where procedures will be used (see PROCEDURES 
chapler) or where data or error file informalion from 
leSlS will be saved. It is strongly recommended lhal 
a malh co-processor be installed (8087 for 8088 and 
8086-based compulers; 80287 for 80286-based com
pulers). System One will operate without it, but op
erating speed is greatly enhanced by the co-proces
sor. 

IBM PC and Microchannel are trademarks of the 

IBM Corporation. 

Hercules is a trademark of Hercules Computer Tech

nology, Inc. 
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3. INSTALLING THE INTERFACE CARD 


An interface card must be installed in the com
puter for operation of of the original and "A" ver
sions of System One. Neither the "S" (serial, or RS
232) version nor the "G" (GPlB) version requires an 
interface card. See the spec ial operator's manual 
supplement furnished with "S" version systems for 
information on preparation of the computer. 

Audio Prec ision has manufactured three versions 
of interface card . All contain a 25-pin female con
nector for the digital interface cable to System One. 
The PCI-l card (no longer in production) contains a 
second connector, a 9-pin female subminiature D 
type connector for connec tion to an original version 
Microsoft bus (parallel) mouse. The PCI-l card is 
compatible only with this original version bus 
mouse; it is not compatible with the later version 
bus mouse which has a round DIN style connector. 

The PCI-2 interface card contains a 9-pin male 
subminiature D type connector for use as a serial 
port. The PCI-2 card is compatible with either a se

[O"i5"QQlJCOM 1 (3FBH) 

rial mouse, or a parallel mouse with its own inter
face card. The bottom edge of either the PCI-l or 
PCI-2 card consists of gold-plated contacts to plug 
into the computer "mother board". 

The PCI-3 card is designed for the IBM 
Microchannel bus in the more powerful models of 
the PS/2 series; it contains neither mouse nor RS
232 port. 

3.1. Card Preparation Before 
Installation 

3.1.1. PCI-2 Card Preparation 

If the PCI-2 card serial port is not required and a 
bus mouse will not be installed, the PCI-2 card can 
be installed without further preparation. 

10 [%]0 0 1 OFF Card Is shown with factory default ."lIIng' 
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Figure 3-1 Jumper Locations, PCI-2 Card 
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JUMPER ADDRESS 
P321 238H 
P322 298H 
P323 2B8H 
P324 2D8H 

Figure 3-2 PCI-2 110 Address Jumper Location 

If the PCI-2 card is to be installed in the com
puter along with a bus (parallel) mouse interface 
card, address conflict may occur. If so, a jumper 
must be moved on the PCI·2 card to place it at a dif· 
ferent I/O address in the computer to avoid conflict 
with the mouse interface card. Once the jumper is 
moved, however, only version 1.60 or later software 
may be used with this card. 

The PCI·2 card is shipped with the address set to 
238 hexadecimal. All PCI-l cards were fixed at 
this same address, and all software versions through 
1.50 use this address. Figure 3-2 and Figure 3- I 
show the relationship between jumper position on 
the PCI·2 and the computer I/O address at which 
System One will be located. Software versions 1.60 
and later will automatically determine which ad
dress the PCI-2 card is set to and will then commu
nicate with it properly. See page 28-5 for informa
tion on forcing the software to work only with a spe
cific address via the /I option at startup. 

The PCI-2 card contains a serial port which is 
not enabled when the card is shipped. This port 
may be enabled and used for a serial mouse or any 
other serial port application with System One or 
other software applications. Note, however, that the 
IBM-PC and compatible architecture limits the num
ber of serial ports to a maximum of two. If the se
rial port is to be enabled, jumpers must be moved at 
the P12 I location and the P421 location to config
ure the port as COM1: or COM2:. Figure 3-3 
shows the pins which must be jumpered together at 

MODE P121 P421 
COM2: pins 4-5 pins 1-2 
COM!: pins 1-2 pins 2-3 

OFF pins 3-4 no jumper 

Figure 3-3 PCI-2 Card Serial Port Configuration 
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PI21 and P421. Figure 3-1 shows the location of 
these pins. Note also that the DOS MODE com
mand must then be executed after booting the com
puter to define communications via this port. 

The remaining jumpers which may be noted on 
the PCI-2 card are related to possible future DMA 
operation of the interface. They should not be used 
at this time. 

3.1.2. PCI-1 Card Preparation 

If an original PCI-l interface card is being in
stalled or re-installed and you do not have a 
Microsoft Mouse, be sure the Mouse circuitry is dis
abled by removing the jumper from positions 2-5. 
Store the jumper by plugging it onto the top horizon
tal row of pins (Dl or D3) at the boLtom of the PCI
1 interface card, near the gold-plated connector pins. 
These twO pins are already connected together on 
the foil side of the card. 

If the PCI- I is used with the original version of 
the bus mouse (9-pin subminiature D connector), 
the jumper should normally be on position 2 for the 
IBM-PC, XT, and their "clones", and on position 5 
for the IBM-AT and AT "clones". The PCI-I inter
face card duplicates the Microsoft Mouse's use of in
terrupts including the jumper-selectable interrupt 
number. If the original mouse is used with the PCI
1 card, the interrupt number may be set from 2 to 5. 
These numbers are etched on the board underneath 
the four possible jumper pin locations, JUSt below 
the large integrated circuit, where 2 is the position 
closest to the cable connectors. In each case, the 
jumper must connect a center-row pin to the bOLLom
row pin immediately below it. The XT and most 
after-market hard disks use interrupt 5, thus making 
interrupt 2 the correct position for the mouse. The 
AT uses interrupt 2 internally, making 5 the correct 
position; however, interrupt 5 may also be associ
ated with a parallel port 2 if present. Interrupt num
ber 3 is normally associated with serial port 2; inter
rupt number 4 is normally associated with serial 
port 1. 
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If the PCI-I interface card has the jumper in
stalled at the same interrupt location as another de
vice on the computer bus. the result would be mal
function of some portion of the computer system. If 
you detect an operational problem which was not 
previously present when you first re-start your com
puter after installing the interface card. move the 
jumper. 

3.2. PCI-2 and PCI-1 Interface Card 
Installation 

Every different model of computer is likely to 
have variations in the process necessary to gain ac
cess to its mother board sockets for installation of 
the interface card. This manual contains installation 
instructions for the IBM Pc. Installation in many 
desktop units is similar to the IBM Pc. In all cases. 
disconnect the power cable and all peripheral equip
ment cables from the computer before starting. 

3.2.1. Installation, IBM PC 

Remove the cover mounting screws from the rear 
of the computer housing (see Figure 3-4). and re
move the cover by sliding it off to the front. Locate 
the expansion card plug-in area at the rear of the 
computer. near the left end. Select a slot into which 
you plan to install the System One interface card . 
In a computer with a mixture of short and full-size 
slots. you may wish to install the System One card 
in a short slot. This allows later installation of other 
accessories which require long slots . The PCI cards 
are not compatible. however. with slot 8 (the last 
short slot in PC/XTs) and with the short slot in the 
Compaq Oeskpro. 

Remove the screw which holds in place the blank 
option adapter cover plate (Figure 3-5) immediately 
behind the selected slot. and retain the screw. Insert 
the interface card into the slot (Figure 3-6) by align
ing its gold-plated contact with the computer mother
board socket and pressing the card firmly down into 
the socket. Line up the slot in the top edge of the 

Figure 3-4 IBM PC Cover Removal 



3-4 Audio Precision System One Operator's Manual 

Figure 3-5 Option Adapter Mounting Area 

bracket with the screw hole and replace and tighten 
the screw. Re-install the cover and tighten the 
screws. 

3.3. IBM PS/2 Microchannel Bus 
Installation 

Remove the computer cover and select an empty 
option slot. Loosen the thumb screws that hold the 
option cover plate in place and remove the cover 
plate. Insert the PCI-3 card, making sure that the 
PCI-3 board is firmly seated in the connector. 
Tighten thumb screws at the back of the option slot 
and replace the computer cover. 

Put your backup copy of the IBM Reference disk
elle into drive A: and tum the computer on. The 
Reference diskelle will boot the computer and put 
an IBM logo on the screen. Press <E> to get to the 
main menu and select "Copy An Option Diskelle" 
from the menu. 

Follow the prompts as they are given. When you 
are prompted to "Remove the backup copy of the 
Reference diskette and insert your option diskelle in 
the drive A" insert the System One Software 
Sl.EXE diskette. The file, @6064.ADF, used by 
the Reference diskette to configure the computer for 
the System One option, is included on the S 1.EXE 
diskeue. 

When System One has been installed as an op
tion and the backup Reference diskette updated, you 
will be prompted to remove the Reference diskeue 
and restart the computer. 
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Figure 3-6 Mounting The Interface Card 
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4. POWER AND CABLE CONNECTIONS 


System One and the computer must both be con
nected to an appropriate ac mains supply. System 
One and the DCX-127 can operate from 100 volts, 
120 volts, 220 volts, or 240 volts ac (+5/-10% in 
each case), 48-63 Hz ac. The ac mains connec
tor/fuse holder assembly on the chassis rear contains 
an adapter card which selects the transformer taps 
for the line voltage. It must be inserted in the cor
rcet one of four possible positions, depending on the 
ac line voltage with which System One will be 
used. At the same time, a fuse of the proper current 
rating must be installed. For 100 or 120 volts, Sys
tem One requires a two ampere fuse must be used; 
for 220 or 240 volts, System One needs a one am
pere fuse. The DCX-I27 uses an 0.2 ampere slow 
blow fuse on all line voltages. After installing the 
correct fuse, hold the adapter card so that the de
sirccl line voltage is upright and readable as you 
start to insert the card into the connector assembly 
while facing the System One enclosure from the 
rear. Slide the card fully into place. Slide the trans
parent protective cover over the card/fuse area. Con
nect an appropriate ac mains cable between the con
nector and the source of power. 

System One is designed with a protective ground 
(earth) connection by way of the grounding connec
tor in the power cord. This is essential for safe oper
ation. Do not allempt to defeat its purpose. For op
timum performance, it is recommended that both 
System One and the computer be connected to the 
same ac mains circuit to minimize ground loop 
noise. 

The SWR-122 module contains a rear-panel 2-po
sition ac mains voltage range switch. It must be set 
to the correct range (100-120 V or 220-240 V) for 
the mains power. Connect the appropriate ac mains 
cables from the SWR modules to the source of 
power. 

Connect the computer (assuming that it has also 
been set for the correct voltage) to the ac power 
source. 

Connect the male end of the cable furnished with 
System One to the interface card installed in the 
computer. If no DCX-127 or SWR-122 modules 
will be part of the system, connect the female end 
of the digital interface cable to the connector on the 
rear of the System One enclosure. If DCX or SWR 
modules are present, the long cable from the com
puter should connect to one of them. Short digital 
interface cables may then be used to connect addi
tional modules in daisy-chain fashion, with System 
One the last unit in the chain. This is necessary 
with earlier models of the "A" version of System 
One and all "G" or "S" versions when operating in 
"A" version mode, since they have only one digital 
interface connector. The DCX and SWR modules 
and recent "A" version System Ones have both 
male and female connectors to permit daisy chain
ing. 

4.1. Generator-Only and 
Analyzer-Only Models 

System One can be provided as a generator-only 
package (SYS-20) and an analyzer-only package 
(SYS-02). These units are commonly used in test
ing broadcast transmission links. When the two 
units are used at the same location, two audio cable 
connections are required between them so that the 
generator monitor (GEN-MON) function will work. 
The generator monitor function permits the analyzer 
to measure the exact, loaded output voltage from the 
generator. It is required for self-test procedures 
such as SYS22CK.PRO (included on the Tests and 
Utilities diskette) to function. Connect a shielded 
audio cable with XLR connectors between the Chan
nel A Generator Monitor connectors of the SYS-20 
and SYS-02 packages. Connect another shielded 
cable between the Channel B Generator Monitor 
connectors on the two units. 

Tum on System One, the DCX-127, and the 
computer. The SWR-122 switchers have no power 
switch. 
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5. LOADING THE SOFTWARE 


5.1. Two Forms of Software 

System One may be software-controlled from an 
IBM-PC or compatible in two fashions : 

• The large majority of System One users find 
it most efficient and convenient to control the 
system from the panels and menus provided 
by the standard software furnished, S I.EXE. 
S I.EXE provides instant graphic results, ana
log bar graph indications for adjustments, sup
ports impromptu, unstructured testing, pro
vides structured tests through procedures, sup
ports acceptance test limits for go/no-go test
ing, and can be operated without prior experi
ence in a programming language. S I.EXE 
supports virtually all types of audio testing. 
The balance of this User's Manual (except for 
the COMPUTER MONITOR NOISE FIELDS 
chapter and ANALYZER AND GENERA
TOR HARDWARE chapter) deals exclusively 
with S I.EXE operation. 

System One software is furnished on several 
diskettes. The principal operating software 
for System One is contained in a file named 
S 1.EXE. Other diskettes contain a number of 
example test (.TST) files, procedure (.PRO) 
files, equalization (.EQ) files, and limit 
(.LIM) files, performance checks, DSP pro
grams if Lhe unit purchased has DSP capabil
ity, plus a number of general utility programs 
for use during non-audio-testing applications 
of your computer. Usage of some of the ex
ample tests and procedures will be discussed 
in the next chapter. 

• Certain users find it necessary to write their 
own code. Examples of applications which 
have required user-written programs include 
simultaneous control and audio testing of 
large audio routing switchers, extensive inter
action with robots or device handlers, or test
ing plus significant post processing such as 
statistical computations. Audio Precision of

fers for sale two libraries which act as exten
sions to two common Microsoft programming 
languages. The LIB-BASIC library is an ex
tension to the Microsoft BASIC Professional 
Development System v7.1O. The Microsoft 
QuickBASIC Extended Environment is in
cluded as part of their Professional Develop
ment System v7.l0. The LIB-C library is an 
extension to the Microsoft C language, vS .l 
or later. These libraries of call functions 
allow control of all aspects of System One in
cluding the DSP functions, SWR-I22 switch
ers, and DCX-I27 hardware from user-written 
programs in the language specified. Well
written programs in these languages, using 
these function libraries, typically operate sub
stantially faster than when the same set of 
tests is performed with the standard S I.EXE 
software, partially due to the reduction in com
puter disk accesses. 

If the user-written program approach to testing is 
relevant, contact Audio Precision or your Audio Pre
cision distributor for information on how to pur
chase the LIB-C or LIB-BASIC library and docu
mentation. LIB-C and LIB-BASIC replace the ear
lier LIB-MIX, APBASIC library, and "C" language 
functions. The remainder of this manual will deal 
with S 1.EXE. 

5.2. Hard Disk Operation 

Most computers in use today have a hard disk 
(fixed disk) in addition to one or more diskette 
(floppy disk) drives. This section for software instal
lation assumes that your computer is hard-disk
based, that DOS has been installed and the machine 
boots from the hard disk, and that proper operation 
of all portions of the system (monitor, keyboard, 
etc .) has been verified. If your computer does not 
have a hard disk, see Lhe "Diskette-Based Comput
ers" section below for instructions. 
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Audio Precision recommends that a specific set 
of sub-directories as described below be created on 
the hard disk for operation of System One, and that 
specific files from the furnished diskettes be copied 
into specific hard disk directories. 

5.2.1. Upgrading From Earlier 
Versions 

If earlier versions of S I .EXE, test, procedures, 
etc. have already been installed on your computer 
and you wish to preserve them for any reason, it is 
recommended that you copy them into some archive 
sub-directory or onto diskettes. Then, remove the 
sub-directories which held the older tests and follow 
the installation instructions below. After completing 
the installation of the new software, you may copy 
back from the archive sub-directories or diskettes 
any older procedures and tests which you wish to 
continue using. This process will avoid the risk of a 
new file in this release over-writing a valuable older 
file of the same name and thus destroying your 
unique set-up or data. S l.EXE v2.10 will directly 
load and use tests from v2.00 and v 1.60. If the test 
is loaded and saved from v2.1O, it will save as a 
v2.10 test. Procedures from earlier versions must 
have the header changed to PROCEDUREv2.1O. 
No other changes should be required for non-DSP 
procedures written under v2.00. Procedures from 
v 1.60 or earlier may also require changes if they in
volved panel cursor movements or if they used cer
tain menu commands which were changed from 
v1.60 to v2.00. 

5.2.2. Making Sub-Directories 

To make a new first-level sub-directory on a hard 
disk (assuming the computer has been booted, type: 

CD C:\ <EnteD (CD is the DOS command for 
change directory; this command will place you in 
the "root", or top level, directory) 

MD dirname <EnteD (MD is the DOS com
mand for make directory; dirname is your desired 
new subdirectory name such as AUDIO. 
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Audio Precision recommends the name AUDIO 
for the top-level directory of the group which will 
hold all distribution software from Audio Precision. 
Thus, the specific command from DOS after chang
ing to the root is: 

MD AUDIO <EnteD 

To then change the current directory from the 
root directory to this new subdirectory, type: 

CD AUDIO <EnteD 

If the DOS PROMPT command has been exe
cuted with the proper arguments (typically done in 
the AUTOEXEC.BAT file), you should see the 
prompt 

:\AUDIO 

You may then copy the entire contents of three 
of the distribution diskettes into this C:\AUDIO di
rectory. These are the "s l.EXE" diskette, the 
"Tests & Procedures" diskette, and the "Utilities & 
Equalization" diskette. To copy a diskette, place it 
in the A: drive and type 

COPY A:*.* <EnteD 

All files from the diskette will then be copied 
into the current sub-directory, which is C:\AUDIO. 
For the second and third diskette, it is not necessary 
to type this command again. The <F3> function 
key, when in normal DOS command mode, repeats 
the last-typed DOS command which is then exe
cuted by the <En teD key. 

After copying these three diskettes into 
C:\AUDIO, made a new sub-directory below this 
sub-directory for the contents of the Performance 
Checks diskette. With the :\AUDIO prompt visible. 
type 

MD PERFCHEK <EnteD 

This will create a new second-level subdirectory 
below the C:\AUDIO directory. To move into this 
new directory, type 

http:PROCEDUREv2.1O
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CD PERFCHEK <Enter> 

The DOS PROMPT should now read 

\AUDIO\PERFCHEK 

You can now place the Performance Checks disk
eLLe in the A: dri ve and type 

COpy A:*.* <Enter> 

If you have other System One-related software, it 
is recommended that additional sub-directories 
under C:\AUDIO be created for each of these. For 
example, make a sub-directory named COMPDISC 
under AUDIO for the contents of the Compact Disc 
Player testing Applications Note companion disk
ette. Make a sub-directory named LOUDSPKR 

\005 

\PERFCHEK \DSP 

under AUDIO for the contents of the diskette fur
nished upon request with the Loudspeaker Testing 
(by swept sinewave techniques) Applications Note. 

If your System One is a DSP unit, make addi
tional sub-directories under AUDIO named DSP, 
FASTEST, MLS, DSPCHEK, and CALIBWAVas 
described in the DSP User's Manual and copy the 
appropriate diskeLLes into each. See Figure 5-1 for a 
schematic representation of the "cree" directory 
structure with the recommended sub-directory 
names and the diskettes which should be copied into 
each. 

As you build up your own collection of 
customized tests, procedures, and test data files 
from many devices under test, you will probably 
wish to create additional sub-subdirectories and lo
cate your files among them according to some organ
izational plan appropriate for your work. In gen -

\UTIL 

Figure 5-1 Recommended Hard Disk Directory Structure and Location of Distribution Files 
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eral, it is desirable to never allow more than 88 files 
of anyone type (.TST, .PRO, etc.) to exist in one 
sub-directory since the S I.EXE "LOAD" command 
will only display the first 88 files in the sub-direc
tory. 

5.2.3. DOS PATH Command 

If the DOS PATH command is not used and the 
name of an executable file (.EXE, .COM, or .BAT 
file) is typed, DOS looks for that file in the current 
directory. If it cannot locate the file, DOS responds 

Bad command or file name 

In order to be able to run S I.EXE and some of 
the other utility programs furnished from any sub-di
rectory, it is high I y desirable to use the facililty of 
the DOS PATH command. The PATH command is 
normally placed in your AUTOEXEC.BAT file, so 
that it is executed each time your computer is 
booted. The PATH command simply contains a list 
of all the specific subdirectories you would like to 
have DOS look through in an attempt to find the ex
ecutable file if it is not in the current directory. 
With the directory structure and file locations recom
mended above, only the C:\AUDIO sub-directory 
contains any of the furnished executable files. The 
form of the PATH command which should be added 
to your AUTOEXEC.BAT file is as follows: 

PATH C:\AUDIO; 

You may find that a PATH command already ex
ists in your AUTOEXEC.BAT file, containing a list 
of sub-directories. If so, simply append 

C:\AUDIO; 

at the end. The semi-colon ";" must be used as a de
limiter between consecutive sub-directory names. 
For example, if the C:\DOS; and C:\UTIL; sub-direc
tories were already listed in your path command, the 
complete list after you have added C:\AUDIO; will 
read: 

PATH C:\DOS;C:\UTIL;C:\AUDIO 
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After adding this sub-directory to the PATH com
mand in AUTOEXEC.BAT, re-boot your computer 
for it to take effect. You will then find that you can 
type 

SI<Enter> 

from any sub-directory on your hard disk and Sys
tem One software will load. 

5.2.4. DOS APPEND Command 

The APPEND command of DOS has a similar ef
fect for non-executable files (often called data files) 
to what the PATH command does for executable 
files. Whenever an application requires a specific 
data file (and the APPEND command is not in use), 
the application software looks for the data file in the 
current directory. For example, when you run a Sys
tem One procedure, it expects to find the test files 
in the same directory. When a test file is loaded, it 
expects to find any related limit files, sweep tables, 
etc. in the same directory. If a required file cannot 
be found in the current directory, the error message 

File not found 

results. In order that the commonly-used System 
One files such as .EQ files, .SWP files, and .DSP 
programs (if you have a DSP unit) be usable from 
any sub-directory without having to copy them into 
every sub-directory which will be used, the AP
PEND command should be employed. The AP
PEND command has been part of DOS since DOS 
version 3.1. The APPEND command is again typi
cally placed in the AUTOEXEC.BAT file so that it 
is executed each time the computer is booted. The 
simplest form of the command is: 

APPEND C:\dirname I ;C:\dimame2; 

where dirname I and dirname2 represents sub-direc
tory names. Execution of this command at the time 
the computer is booted will cause DOS to search the 
specified directories for any requested data file not 
found in the current directory; in effect, those other 
specified directories are appended to the current di
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rectory. If it is desired to suppress the search 
through appended directories when a complete path 
name is supplied for the file, the additional "switch" 

/PATH: OFF 

should be added to the APPEND command. This is 
frequently desirable when saving tests to a specific 
directory or diskelle, to avoid gelling the "Filename 
already exists; Y to overwrite" message if the sup
plied file name exists in any of the appended directo
ries. With this "switch" added, the recommended 
use of the APPEND command for the sub-directory 
structure and file location described above is 

APPEND C:\AUDIO; /pATH:OFF 

which will allow all the furnished .EQ, .TST, .LIM, 
and .SWP files to be used from any sub-directory on 
the disk. If your unit is a DSP unit, it is recom
mended that additionally the directories 

C:\A UD IO\DSP; C:\AUDI O\MLS; C:\AUD IO\F AST 
EST;C:\AUDIO\CALIBWAV; /pATH:OFF 

be added onto the APPEND command so that all 
DSP programs can be run from anywhere on the 
hard disk. 

5.3. Diskette-Based Computers 

If your computer does not have a hard (fixed) 
disk, the following sections describe how to prepare 
the furnished software for use. 

5.4. DOS 

Before Sl.EXE can be run, the computer must be 
started (booted) with a suitable version of disk oper
ating system, or DOS. DOS is normally purchased 
at the same time as the computer. There are differ
ent versions of DOS for different computers, and 
there may be several versions with progressively 
higher revision numbers (DOS 2.2, DOS 2.11, DOS 
3.1, etc.) which are all compatible with a given com

puter. System One software requires a DOS version 
of 2.2 or later. DOS is not furnished with System 
One due to copyright restrictions. 

5.5. Diskette Copying 

System One software is not copy-protected. It is 
good practice to copy the System One diskelles and 
use the copies in everyday applications, saving the 
distribution disks from Audio Precision in a safe 
place. The distribution disks have an adhesive tab 
over the notch near the diskette label, to prevent 
them from being wriuen on or erased. Your work
ing disk with test and procedure files should not 
have a write-protect tab, since you are likely to be 
frequently saving new files or modified versions of 
old files. 

The distribution clisks can each be copied onto 
working disks with the DISKCOPY command of 
DOS. With your DOS diskelle in drive A, type 

DISKCOPY A: B: <Enter> 

You must then remove the DOS diskeue from 
drive A and follow the computer prompt to place 
the source diskette (System One distribution disk
elle) in drive A:, a target (blank) diskette in drive 
B:, and strike a key when ready. The DISKCOPY 
command of DOS formats and copies in one opera
tion. Diskettes can also be copied on single-diskette
drive computers by the same command . The single 
drive is treated alternately as both drive A: and 
drive B: by the operating system during this opera
tion. The computer will prompt you on when to in
sert and re-insert the source and target diskelles dur
ing the copying process. 

5.6. Bootable Disks 

A "bootable" clisk is one which can be used to 
start your computer. It must thus have DOS, includ
ing COMMAND.COM, on it. For computers with 
two cliskette drives, the most convenient operation 
requires that a disk with the test, procedure, etc. 
files on it be bootable and remain in the A: drive. 
The cliskeue with Sl.EXE need not be bootable, and 
will be used in the B: drive each time the software 

http:COMMAND.COM
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is started. It may then be replaced with another disk
ette for test data storage or access to additional test 
and procedures files, since S I.EXE remains in mem
ory until the computer is re-booted or until the 
QUIT command is executed from within S I EXE 

Single diskette drive computers will first use a 
DOS diskette in drive A: to start the computer. The 
S I .EXE diskette will then be loaded into memory 
from the A: drive. Finally, a diskette with tests, pro
cedures, etc ., plus COMMAND.COM will finally re
side in the A: drive for continuing operation. 

You can make bootable disks and format blank 
disks by use of the DOS FORMAT command; see 
your DOS manual for details. With your DOS disk 
in the A: drive, a bootable disk is made with the 
command: 

FORMAT B:/S <Enter> 

then place a blank diskette in drive B, press "Y" 
and <Enter>. 

At the conclusion of this action, the bootable disk 
will have two hidden files (IBMBIO.COM and 
IBMDOS.COM) plus COMMAND.COM on it. 

The "Tests and Procedures" files can be copied 
from the distribution disk in the A: drive onto a 
bootable diskette in the B: drive by the command 

COpy A:*.* B: <Enter> 

If your computer uses 360k diskettes, it may not 
be possible to copy all files from the Test and Utili
ties diskette onto a single bootable diskette since the 
hidden files and COMMAND.COM take up space. 
If your computer uses 720k, 1.2 Mb, or 1.44 Mb 
diskettes, you can also copy the files from the "Utili
ties and Equalization" distribution diskette on the 
bootable diskette in drive B: by repeating the last 
command above. 
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5.7. Starting System One 

5.7.1. Two-Drive Operation 

If you have a two-diskette-drive computer, place 
the bootable diskette with the test, procedure, limit, 
etc. files in the A drive and the diskette with 
S I.EXE in drive B. Tum the power on to the com
puter. The computer will go through a memory 
check operation which may take from half a minute 
to a minute, depending on how much memory is in
stalled. It will then load DOS into memory from 
the bootable diskette in the A: drive and normally 
halts with the screen message A> , meaning that the 
A diskette drive is the selected ("default") drive and 
the system is awaiting further instructions. Type 

B:S 1 <Enter> 

This will load S I into memory from the B: drive , 
but keeps A: (where the sample test and procedure 
files are located) as the default drive. Approxi
mately 30 seconds of disk drive activity should re
sult, followed by the appearance of the Audio Preci
sion logo on screen. Press any key to go to the top 
level (COMMAND) menu across the bottom of the 
screen. 

5.7.2. Single Drive Operation 

If your computer has only one diskette drive, 
start the computer with any boo table diskette. 
When the A> prompt is obtained, remove the disk 
with which you booted, place the disk with S I.EXE 
on it in the drive, and type 

SI <Enter> 

Approximately 30 seconds of disk drive activity 
should result, followed by the logo. Remove the 
disk with S 1 from the drive, since S 1 is now resi
dent in memory , and replace it with the boo table 
disk containing the test and procedure files . 

http:COMMAND.COM
http:COMMAND.COM
http:IBMDOS.COM
http:IBMBIO.COM
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GRAPHIC SYSTEMS (VIDEO DISPLAY ADAPTERS) 

/0 CODE DISPLA Y ADAPTER RESOLUTION (H x V) 

/00 No Display 
/01 Hercules Monochrome 720 x 348 
/02 CGA, Color-Compatible Monochrome Monitor 640 x 200 
/03 CGA, Color Monitor 320 x 200 
/04 MCGA, Analog Monochrome Monitor 640 x 480 
/05 MCGA, Analog Color Monitor 640 x 480 
/06 EGA, Monochrome Monitor 640 x 350 
/07 EGA, Color-Compatible Monochrome Monitor 640 x 200 
/08 EG A, Color Monitor 640 x 200 
ID9 EGA, Enhanced Monitor 64k 640 x 350 
/010 EGA, Enhanced Monitor >64k 640 x 350 
/011 VGA, Analog Monochrome Monitor 640 x 480 
/012 VGA, Analog Color Monitor 640 x 480 
/013 Toshiba 3100 Plasma 640 x 400 

Figure 5-2 Command Lme /0 Codes for Various Video Display Adapters 

5.7.3. Graphic System Compatibility 

System One S l.EXE software is compatible with 
most of the different graphic display systems found 
in PC-compatible computers. In most cases, the 
software is able to detect which graphics display sys
tem is installed in the computer and chooses the ap
propriate mode. It is unable, however, to detect cer
tain situations such as CGA with monochrome moni
tor, EGA with monochrome monitor, or the Toshiba 
3100 plasma display system. In these cases, the /0# 
command line option must be used when the soft
ware is started to force the correct mode. A com
mand line option is simply a series of characters 
typed in following the characters S 1 when starting 
the software from DOS. For example, to obtain the 
proper mode for a monochrome monitor driven 
from a CGA adapter card, type: 

S 1 /02 <Enter> 

For the Toshiba 3100 computer, type: 

S 1 /013 <Enter> 

See Figure 5-2 for a complete list of the available 
/0# options for various display systems. 

5.8. Mouse Programs 

If you plan to use a mouse with System One, a 
software program furnished with the mouse must be 
run prior to starting S 1. This program is usually 
named MOUSE.COM or MOUSE.SYS. 

5.9. More Automated Startup 

After your initial familiarization with System 
One, you may wish to add automatic start-up proce
dures to your bootable diskette. Such autos tart pro
cedures can set aside a portion of memory as a vir
tual disk for faster operation, set the computer time 
and date according to a battery-backed clock-calen
dar card (if you have one), load other utility pro
grams including MOUSE.COM, cause System One 
software to start automatically, and even select your 
own standard set of default conditions for the panels 
of System One. The CREATING YOUR CUSTOM 
SOFTWARE START-UP PROCESS chapter start
ing on page 28-1 gives some ways to do that. 

http:MOUSE.COM
http:MOUSE.COM
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6. GETTING STARTED QUICKLY 


Assuming a hard-disk-based computer, boot the 
computer and use the CD (change directory) com
mand to move into the AUDIO subdirectory where 
S l.EXE and most furnished tests and procedures are 
located . To start the software, type 

SI <Enter> 

The Audio Precision logo should appear on your 
screen . Touching the <Esc> key will replace the 
logo with the COMMAND menu across the bottom 
of the screen as shown in Figure 6-1 below. 

If S l.EXE software fails to load and an error mes
sage is displayed saying that insufficient memory is 
available, this is normally due to memory occupied 
by other programs caJled TSR (terminate and stay 
resident) programs which have previously loaded 
and stayed resident. The loading of such programs 
is typically controlled by the AUTOEXEC.BAT file 
which runs each time the computer is booted. This 
file must be modified to remove some of these pro
grams in order to leave sufficient memory for 
S I.EXE to operate. Approximately 475k bytes of 
memory must be available (assuming a VGA dis
play system) for S l.EXE software to load normally. 
Even with 475k, the automatic assignment of mem
ory space within S 1.EXE will not be adequate for 
most audio testing. It is possible to over-ride this 
automatic assignment process by use of the IB , (R, 
and /8 command line options. It is also possible to 
load S 1.EXE into even smaller available memory 
(potentially as small as about 400k) and still accom
plish useful testing by use of the IB, (R, and /8 com
mand line options. See the "Controlling Memory 

Usage" section of the "Creating Your Custom Soft
ware Start-Up Process" chapter for full information 
on use of these command line options. 

You can move the menu cursor to the right by 
pressing the space bar, or move it in either direction 
by use of the <Del> and <+> keys at the lower right 
comer of the keyboard. You can get back to the 
COMMAND menu from any other screen by press
ing <Esc>. If you are using a mouse, you can make 
menu selections by rolling the mouse horizontally 
and pressing either button. Pressing both mouse but
tons simultaneously has the same effect as the 
<Esc> key. The menu structure of System One is 
shown in diagram form in the QUICK REFER
ENCE chapter and is more fully described in the 
MENUS chapter. 

6.1. Running Stored Procedures 

A number of example tests, procedures, and limit 
files have been furnished on one of the diskettes. 
Running the procedure named SELECT.PRO will 
present you with a menu of specific demonstration 
procedures which can be selected and run. Viewing 
these procedures and tests can give you a good idea 
of many of the functions of System One. Interrupt
ing the procedure to examine the panel setups and 
procedure listings in detail will later be helpful as 
you begin to create your own tests and procedures. 

To run a procedure, press <Esc> to go to the 
command menu, followed by <L> <P> for Load 
Procedure. The screen will show you a listing of 
the procedure files in the current directory. Unless 
you have a mouse installed or a keyboard with 

CMD: ~ PANEL LOAD SAUE APPEND EDIT HELP XDoS DOS NAMES IF UTIL QUIT COMPUTE: 

Run procedure. test. or graphs AUDIO PRECISION SVSTEM ONE. u 2.10 


Figure 6-1 Command Menu 
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arrow keys separate from the numeric keypad, be 
sure the Num Lock key is in Ihe condition which en
ables arrow key action ralher Ihan digit keys. Use 
the arrow keys to move Ihe cursor onto SE
LECT.PRO and press <Enter> to load it into the 
computer. Then press <R> <P> for Run Procedure. 
A screen will be displayed wilh a number of demon
stration procedures, selectable by pressing one of 
the numeric keys from 0 Ihrough 9. A good place 
to start is with selection "0" for a quick performance 
check of your system. No audio cables should be 
connected to the generator output when this proce
dure is being run. The procedure runs Ihrough a 
quick check against published specifications of a 
number of System One's key parameters. If you 
wish to temporarily pause during any test in order to 
examine the data in more detail, press the <FlO> 
key once to pause and again to proceed wilh the test 
and procedure. The procedure ends wilh a summary 
listing of any out-of-specification measurements. 
The <PgDn> and <PgUp> keys can be used to look 

=GENERATOR LoCAL= JANALYZER 

WAVEFORM SINE NORMAL 

FREQUENCY 1.BBBOO kHz 
FAST 

AMPLITUDE 1.BOB Vrns 
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RANGE 

REFS Freq 
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% 

V 
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AUTO 
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BOTTOM 
II DIVS 

DATA-2 
GRAPH TOP 
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SoURCE-1 
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DISPLAY 
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a.BBBSO % 
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ANLR NONE 
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LIN 

GEN FREQ 
20.0BOB kHz 
20.0000 Hz 
a LOG 

30 
OFF 

MONO-GRAPH 

at the entire summary. Pressing Ihe <Enter> or 
<Esc> key takes you back to the initial set of proce
dures. 

Selecting "1" will run a demonstration procedure 
of System One's analog indication and analog gener
ator control capabilities. It also demonstrates how a 
procedure can have a prompting message to the op
erator on the bar graph screen. Olher procedures 
will show the results of stored tests on multi-track 
tape recorders and stored tests made wilh a DSP 
module. Still other procedures are actual working 
tests for test devices such as power amplifiers and 
compact disc players. 

To finally exit from SELECT.PRO back to the 
S l.EXE command menu, press "9". 

=SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIoNS=LoCAL= 

~ GEN DCX DSP To change setting, use SPACE bar. 
Data 1 measurement nodule To return to nenu, press the Esc key 

Figure 6-2 Panel Display 



6-3 GETTING STARTED QUICKLY 

6.2. Viewing and Running Tests 

You may also load any test individually via the 
<L> <T> (Load Tcst) key sequence from the menu, 
selecting the test name from the displayed directory 
with the cursor, and using <Enter> to bring the test 
into the computcr. You may then use <F7> or Run 
Graph to examine the stored data, and use <Esc> 
<P> to go to the panel to examine the setup. 

Now that you have a quick idea of System One 
function, you may wish to perfonn actual audio 
tests on external devices. The example .TST files 
furnished on the distribution disk provide many of 
the common audio tests. You can Load a Test and 
press <F9> or Run Test to run the test on an exter
nal device. If you do run the test and wish to save 
the data via Save Test, supply another file name to 
avoid destroying the data originally stored. You 
may also wish to begin experimentation with the 
panel and menus. Not all functions may be obvi
ous, howcver; therefore, the following paragraphs 
brielly describe operation of System One for use as 
an introduction or as reference. More complete de
scriptions are in the chapters which follow . 

6.3. Panel 

PANEL mode is used to set up tests for saving 
and later re-use, or to make impromptu, "spot" mea
surements. From the menu , press <P> or move the 
cursor to PANEL and press <Enter> to go to the 
panel. You should see a full-screen display similar 
to that shown in Figure 6-2. 

6.4. Making Your First Test Graph 

The panel which you see will be the setup for the 
test you last loaded, which may be the final test of 
the la~t procedure which you ran . It is recom
mended that you start with the standard power-on 
set of panel defaults. To do so, press <Esc> 
<L> <T> and select DEFAULT.TST from the dis
played directory . Press <P> to go to the panel. A 
cursor will be located on one of the fields on the 
panel. A second style of position marker will also 
be visible in PANEL mode near the bOllom left cor

ner of the screen; this indicates where entries will 
appear when entering numbers into a numeric entry 
field. Use the arrow keys to move the main cursor 
to the OUTPUT OFF field on the GENERATOR 
panel. Press the space bar; at the lower part of the 
screen, the choices for generator on/off conditions 
will appear with a cursor ("choices cursor") now on 
the A, meaning A channel on, B channel off. Press 
the <Enter> key to select the A condition . 

Use the arrow keys (or mouse) to move the main 
cursor to the lower portion of the ANALYZER 
panel, onto the line labeled CHANNEL-A and the 
field indicating INPUT. Operate the space bar to 
move the "choices" cursor from INPUT to GEN
MONITOR and press the <Enter> key to select 
GEN-MONITOR. This connects a direct internal 
cable between the GENERATOR channel A output 
and the ANAL YZER channel A input, and the 
bright numbers near the top of the ANALYZER 
panel should begin indicating system residual 
THD+N READING, generator LEVEL, and genera
tor FREQUENCY. For a 20 kHz to 20 Hz sweep of 
system residual distortion versus frequency (at 500 
kHz measurement bandwidth), press the <F9> func
tion key. The panel will be replaced with a graph 
and the data will plot onto the graph as the measure
ments are made. The computer will "beep" when 
the last measurement is made. You can return from 
graph to panel by pressing <Enter> or <Esc> <P>. 

6.5. Graphic Cursors 

With a graph displayed on screen, touching either 
horizontal arrow key will cause a graphic cursor and 
numeric display areas to appear on screen. Touch
ing the left arrow first will cause the cursor to first 
appear at the right edge of the screen and move 
down into the data from the right end. Touching 
the right arrow first will cause the cursor to first ap
pear at the left edge and move up into the data from 
the left. The left-hand numeric display block, near 
the top of the graph, will display the X-axis value at 
the cursor location. The second (and third , if three 
numeric blocks are displayed) displays are the Y
axis values of the DATA-I line (solid line mono
chrome, green line color) and the DAT A-2 line 
(dashed line monochrome, yellow line color). 
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6.6. Panel Cursors 

The vertical arrow keys move the cursor up and 
down from field to field within any of the panel sec
tions (GENERATOR, ANALYZER, and SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITION). The horizontal arrow keys 
move the cursor between the three panel sections or, 
in the cases where a panel section has changeable 
fields on the same row, between those fields. When 
the cursor is moved between panel sections, it goes 
to the field which itinst occupied on that section. 
The Num Lock key controls whether the numeric 
keypad functions for numeric entry or for cursor 
control via the arrow keys, <Home> and <End>, 
<Pg Up> and <Pg Dn>, and <Ins> and <Del>. 
<Num Lock> is a "toggle" key; each time it is 
pressed, it switches the keypad to the opposite func
tion. 

Depending on your keyboard, you may find it 
most convenient to leave <Num Lock> in the cursor 
control position and use the top row of keys of the 
main keyboard for numeric entry, unless you have a 
mouse option (see MOUSE chapter). If the mouse 
is present, you may use it for cursor control. The 
<Shift> key serves as a temporary over-ride of the 
selected <Num Lock> function. If <Num Lock> is 
in the cursor control condition, holding down the 
<S hift> key while pressing keys on the numeric key
pad will produce numeric entry (and vice versa). 

6.7. Changing Contents of Fields 

Certain fields are display only. Examples in
clude label fields such as WAVEFORM on the 
GENERATOR panel and MEASURE on the AN
AL YZER panel, the four measurement display 
fields near the top of the ANAL YZER panel, and 
the POST-EQ field on the generator panel when 
EQSINE is selected. The cursor cannot be placed 
on display-only fields. Most fields are either multi
ple choice fields or numeric entry fields. 
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6.8. Multiple Choice Fields 

When the cursor is on a multiple choice field 
such as BAL UNBAL CMTST on the GENERA
TOR panel section, the choices will be displayed on 
the lower portion of the screen with the "choices" 
cursor on the current selection. The space bar may 
be used to move the CUTsor to the right through all 
the choices, or the <+> and <Del> keys (at the ex
treme lower right of most IBM-compatible key
boards) may be used to move the cursor either right 
or left. When the cursor is on the desired choice, 
press <Enter> to make the selection. If you have a 
keyboard which has arrow keys separate from the 
numeric keypad, you may find that the <Del> key 
causes choices cursor movement only when <Num 
Lock> is disabled; the <Del> key works as a deci
mal point in the <Num Lock> position. 

6.9. Numeric Entry Fields 

When the cursor is on a numeric entry field such 
as those to the right of the words AMPLITUDE and 
FREQUENCY on the GENERATOR panel, num
bers can be entered directly with the number keys. 
System One accepts k as an abbreviation for kilo-, 
mas milli-, u as micro-, n as nano-, and will also ac
cept scientific notation such as I E3 as an alternative 
to 1000 or lk. The numbers and characters typed 
will first appear at the blinking underline marker at 
the bollom of the screen. Errors can be corrected 
with the backspace, prior to pressing <Enter> to ac
tually enter the data. For numeric entry fields that 
have an associated multiple choice field for units 
(such as generator AMPLITUDE), you may change 
both numbers and units simultaneously by first typ
ing the numbers and then pressing the space bar. 
This moves the "choices" cursor in the units field, 
showing the choice of units available at the bottom 
of the screen to the right of the numbers. Use the 
space bar as necessary to place the cursor on the de
sired unit, then press <Enter> to enter both the num
ber and the new units simultaneously. 
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6.10. Blanked Fields 

Certain fields are blanked in some modes and vis
ible in others. Examples include the sine burst con
trol fields in the lower-central area of the GENERA
TOR panel and the 1M-FREQUENCY field immedi
ately above the FREQUENCY line of the GENERA
TOR panel. These fields are normally only visible 
when the relevant mode is enabled. For example, 
the sine bursl conlTol fields become visible when 
SINE BURST is selecled at the top of the GENERA
TOR panel as WAVEFORM. However, the con
tents of lhese fields will also become lemporarily 
visible when the cursor is placed on them, even 
when blanked. 
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7. QUICK REFERENCES 

This chapter brings together many key informa
lion items from later chapters of this manual. Full 
descriptions of the information shown here will be 
found in the sections to which the references are 
made. 

7.1. Menu System 

Syslem One's system of menus are used princi
pally for computer-intensive activities such as load
ing files from disk to memory, saving files from 
memory to disk, linkjng together tests and other ac
tions into procedures, "connecting" limit, sweep, or 
equalization files to tests, controlling external de
vices, performing computations on data, etc. See 
the MENUS chapter for more information. 
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7.2. Generator Panel 

System One's (analog) generator is controlled 
from Lhis panel. The available choices for the vari
ous selectable multiple-choice fields are shown in 
"exploded" form . In addition, direct numeric entry 
of the desired value can be made into the generator 
FREQUENCY and AMPLITUDE fields . 

A number of the fields are inter-dependent. For 
example, the choices of waveform modifier (Normal 
vs Burst, etc.; 4 : 1 vs 1: I; White vs Pink, etc .) de 
pend upon which waveform has been selected. The 
Burst On, Burst Interval, and Burst Low LvI fields 
all appear only when Sine Burst is selected, and 
some of those fields disappear when Sine Trig or 
Sine Gate are selected. 

For more information, see the GENERATOR 
chapter beginning on page 9-1. 
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BURST ON 1.000 C'1'CL 

INTERUAL 3.000 C'1'CL,+--- iil!! seeB Bps 
LOW LUL -80.17 dB 

% !!J] X/~ 
AMPSTEP 0 .010 
FREQSTEP 1.2&0 

REFS 	 Freq 1 .00000 kHz 
dBr 387 .3 mUr~s ~	Upp dBu dBU
dBm/W 600.0 !l 

Figure 7-3 GENERA TOR Panel 
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7.3. Analyzer Panel 

System One's (analog) analyzer is controlled 
from this panel, and real-time results are displayed 
on the panel. The available choices for the various 
selectable multiple-choice fields are shown in "ex
ploded" form. 

The units for the Reading meter depend upon 
which function is selected on the lOp (Measure) line. 
Reading meter units are further sub-divided into rela
tive units (%, dB, X/Y, and PPM) versus absolute 
units such as Volts, dBm, etc. 

For more information, see the ANALYZER chap
ter starting on page 10-1. 

A~PLITUDE BAHDPASS BAHDREJECT ~ SMPTE CCIF Dl~ W+F 2-CHAH CROSSTALK 

~ B HALY.ZER-----t--LOCAL 

MEASURE A THD+H 
RAHGE AUTO ~ dB PPM X/Y V dB~ dBu dBV dBr W OFF 

READltlG % - lSI dB PPM X/Y OFF 
LEVEL V--t-= ~ dB", dBu dBV dBr W OFF 
FREQUEHCY Hz ~ A% AHz APP" %Hz F/R OCTS DECS CEtlT OFF 
PHASE OFF deg deg1 deg2 deg3 rad POL ~ 


~ 1/sec 8/sec

U,/sec 3Vsec /BR FREQ AUTO ti!!il!l Hz 


DETEC AUTO RMS -,--- D AUG Peak Q- Pk S-Pk

tn!ml! 22Hz 100Hz 100Hz -tBAl1DW-ID'lfH- <10Hz >SOOkH 

22kHz 30kHz 80kHz ~FILTER OFF 
WE 11 12 13 11 115 EXTERH CCIR CCIR- 2K "A"WTG 

ItlPUT 
u-->..-----:r U dB~ dBu dBV dBr W ri1!ii!l 


~ GEtI-~OH AUX 
 IHPUT 150n £loon lIilimil 
~ GEH-~OH 

REFS 	 Freq 1.00000 kHz 
dBr 387.3 ",V ~ Vpp dBu dBV
dB1VW 600.0 n 

Figure 7-4 Analyzer Panel 
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7.4. Sweep (F9) Definitions Panel 

This panel determines which stimulus parameter 
will be swept (stepped) during a test as the indepen
dent variable, also forming the horizontal axis cali
bration . It determines which one or two measured 
values will be graphed as dependent variables 
against that independent variable, along with selec
tion of displayed units and graphic coordinates. The 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel also permits dis
playing two measured parameters versus one an
other in X- Y fashion, automatically testing both 
channels of a stereo or two channel system, scan
ning across channels of the SWR-122 family of 
switchers, plotting measured data versus time in 
chart recorder fashion, and "nesting" one indepen
dent variable sweep inside another (such as an am
plitude sweep inside a frequency sweep). See the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS (Chapter 11) for more 
information. 

The choices shown in "exploded" form in Figure 
7-5 may depend upon other selections. For exam
ple, the "RDNG LEVEL FREQ PHASE NONE" 
measurement parameter choices are available only 
when the ANLR (analyzer) module is selected at 

DATA-lor DATA-2. Selecting the GEN, DCX, or 
DSP modules instead of ANLR will cause a differ
ent set of measurement parameters to become avail
able . In turn, the units of measurement depend 
upon the parameter selected. DSP parameters and 
units depend upon the particular DSP program 
which has been down-loaded to the DSP module. If 
no DSP program has been loaded, no parameters or 
units will be displayed. 

DATA-I ; Solid 
(green) line on graph, 
2nd column with 
tabular display 

7'~ 
DATA-1 ANLR RDNG 

(yeUow) line on 
DATA-2; dashed 

GRAPH TOP 1.00000 % 

graph, 3rd column BOTTOM 0.00050 % 

in tabular display It DIUS 0 LOG !!ml LIN 

DATA-Z ANLR E
LiIiIrilf:l SOURCE-Z ~ GEN DCX DSP 

HOR-AXIS STEREO 
GRAPH TOP OFF 

BOTTOM OFF 
It DIUS LIN ~ LIN 

SOURCE-1 ~ AMPL TB-ON TB-INT TB-LUL NONE 
START 

SOURCE-I ; swepl 
indepe ndent 

~ ANLR SWI DCX DSP EXTERNSTOPvariable, horizontal 
It DIUSalli s calibration ~ LIN 

30 
OFF 

WlJ ON 

DISPLAY MONO- GRAPH 


Ij/JI;U;Hjt@1 COLOR-GRAPH TABULAR NONE 

ri1iW GEN DCX DSP 


~ LEVEL FREQ PHASE NONE 


WEEP (F9) DEF I N IT IOoIs r.:::-:-=:--:;:--;---;----;------, ~ DATA-2 can be changed to 
HOR-AXIS lO plot DATA-I vs 
DATA-2 with no SOURCE-l 
calibralion, STEREO to 
automatically graph both channel s, 
or SOURCE-2 to permit two 
independent variables to be swept 
within one test ("nested sweep") 

Figure 7-5 Sweep (F9) Definitions Panel 
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7.5. Software Start-Up Options 

By including One or more "command line op
tions" following the characters "s 1" when System 
One software is started from the DOS prompt, many 
variations in the operation of the software can be ob
tained . These options are summarized below. A 
short listing of the available options can be obtained 
from DOS by typing S 1 (? <Enter> or S 1 /HELP 
<Enter> . 

7.5.1. Print-out Options 

(F [#,#) controls printer formatting (first digit) 
and single versus bi-directional printing (second 
digit). Normal formatting has graphs horizontally 
centered on the page, with mUltiple graphs per page 
if the vertical height plus number of lines in the 
Comments editor permits. Disabling formatting 
causes no line feeds or form feeds after the last line 
of the graph of comments. A first digit of 0 dis
ables formatting; a first digit of 1 (or not using the 
(F option at all) provides normal formatting. The 
second digit must be 0 for one-directional printing 
and 1 for bi-directional printing. Thus, (FO,I pro
duces unformatted graphs via bi-directional printing 
and (FO,O disables formatting and causes uni -direc
tional printing. See the table on page 15-3 for a 
more complete description of the print formatting. 

/p# [,#,#) describes the printer mode to be used 
and specifies the height and width, in inches, of the 
resulting graph. See the table on page 15-5 for de
tailed information . 

/G enables graphics reporting mode, in which a 
graphics display file (.GDL extension) can be saved 
via the SAVE GRAPHICS menu command. This 
file can then be used later by the plotter driver pro
grams PLOT.EXE or POST.EXE. See the Plotter 
section on page 15-7 of the HARD COpy PRINT
OUT chapler for more details. 
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7.5.2. Memory Control Options 

/R specifies the amount of memory, in kbytes, 
which S I.EXE will set aside for DOS actions and 
programs running under the XDOS or DOS exits 
from S 1. See page 28-6 for more information. 

/B#,#,#,#,#,# specifies the size of the six buffers 
which have the principal variable effect on the 
amount of memory occupied by S I.EXE. See page 
28-8 for more information. 

/8 disables the Image Store and sweep-erase-re
peat capabilities normally invoked by <AIt><F8>, 
<F8>, and <Alt><F9>, so that the 16k (CGA) to 
38k (VGA) required by those functions is available 
for other purposes. See page 28-6 for details on 
how to use this option. 

/&filename sets the memory swap mode and spec
ifies the disk filename into which the contents of the 
six buffers will be swapped at XDOS and DOS 
exits, leaving approximately 220 kbytes of memory 
then available for programs running from DOS. See 
page 28-9 for data. 

7.5.3. Display Related 

When S I.EXE software is started, it is normally 
able to determine what type of display system is 
present in the computer and support it accordingly. 
In certain cases (such as a CGA display system with 
a monochrome morutor), this automatic display 
mode selection may not work. The /0# option can 
be used to select the appropriate mode. See the 
table on page 5-7 for complete information. 

When overlay files (.OVL) are used instead of 
test files (.TST) in order to retain some panel set
tings from the previous test, the video appearance of 
the "punched out" fields may be control led by the 
{V# option. See the figure on page 25-11 of the 
PROCEDURES chapter for information. 
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7.5.4. Miscellaneous 

When S I .EXE software operation is terminated 
by the QUIT command, it automatically saves the 
current test, procedure, and macro files as 
APLAST$$.TST, APLAST$$.PRO, and 
APLAST$$.MAC. If System One software is then 
later startcd with the IL (for last) option, it will load 
those files. See page 28-4 for information. 

The !Iff option may be used at software startup to 
tell the system at which address the PCI-2 interface 
card is to be found, or that there is no interface card 
inslalled. See page 28-5 for information. 

An optional version of System One has been de
signed for German and Nordic countries with a 
slighLly different set of generator source impedances 
and analyzer input impedances than used in most of 
the rest of the world . When this special hardware 

version is in use, the software should be started with 
the IE option to show the proper selections on the 
panels and to compute the proper dBm values. 

For more information on command line options, 
see the Command Line Options sec tion of the CRE
ATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFTWARE START
UP PROCESS Chapter starting on page 22-12. 

7.6. Function Keys 

Many of the most-used operations of System One 
software are controlled by the function keys <Fl > 
through <FlO> . Figure 7-6 summarizes the func
tions available; this screen can be di splayed from 
within the software at any time via <Esc> HELP 
SPECIAL. 

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS KEYS 

FI Turn generator off NOW! Also aborts procedure playback. 
Alt-Fl Aborts procedure playback without changing generator. 
FZ Display readings on BAR-GRAPH screen. 
F3 Set GEN dBr reference to the present GEN amplitude setting. 
Alt-F3 Set GEN Freq reference to the present GEN frequency setting. 
Ctrl-F3 Regulate as specified (and if enabled) on Regulation panel. 
F4 Set Analyzer dBr reference to the present measurement. 
Alt-F4 Set Analyzer Frequency reference to the present measurement. 

F7 Plot data from memory. Use graph already on-screen if possible. 
Alt-F7 Plot limits. 
Alt-FB Store graphics image of screen into memory. 
FB Recall previously saved graphics. 
F9 Measure and plot new data. Use graph already on-screen if possible. 
Ctrl-F9 Measure and plot new data. keeping old data. 
AIt-F9 Auto-repeat test with erasure of last trace. 
Shft-F9 External test with termination on reversal to panel frequency. 

flO Pause/continue (used during sweeps and procedures). 
Alt-FIO Single step procedure (used after FlO). 
Ctrl-FlO Pause procedure for user numerical input. 

* Special Print-screen with comments. 
Shft-PrtSc Normal ROM-BIOS Print-screen. 

Figure 7-6 Description of Function Key Operation (HELP SPECIAL screen) 
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=======~=== LOAD AND SAUE INFORMAT ION 

Last loaded or saved Procedure ( .PRo) file 

Last loaded or saved Co~ment ( . TXT) file 

Last loaded or saved Data (.DAT) file 

Last loaded or saved Macro (.MAC) file 


File currently in memory = 

(Last loaded or saved .TST, .LIM, .SWP, .EO, or .OUL file) 


LOAD: ~ LIMIT SWEEP COMMENT PROCEDURE MACRO DATA EO OUERLA~ WAUEFORM 
Load test from .TST file AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE, v 2.10 

Figure 7-7 LOAD and SA VE Panel 

SYSTEM ONE STATUS AND INFORMAT ION 

Maximum Data Points = 410 0 used) 
Internal EO. Limit. Sweep Points 200 
Maximum Edit-Data Size 
Maximum Edit-Procedure Size 

21657 
13523 

( 

( 
0 used .. 
0 used .. 0 

0 
in copy buffer) 
in copy buffer) 

Maximum Edit-Comment Size = 13523 ( 0 used .. 0 in copy buffer) 
Maximum Edit-Macro Size 3002 ( 0 used .. 0 in copy buffer) 
Bytes Reserved for DOS 65536 
DSP Acquisition Buffer Size = 0 

PCI type = 1 (at address 238 hex) 
Display type = 12 (UGA, Color Monitor) 
Printer Status 90 hex, Selected, Not Busy, Paper O~ 
Graph Print Mode 3, Portrait. 3.3" High (72 dpi), 5.3" Wide (240 dpi) 

Local Instruments: GEN = Auai lable 
(updated by UTIL RESTORE) ANLR Auai lable 

DCX Hot Connected 
SWI = Not Connected 
DSP =Available (+ DIO opt.) 
CPU = 80386 with 80387 math coprocessor 

HELP: .:3UtJCOe oUERLAY ED IToR DSP PANEL 
Show special functions keys help screen AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE. v 2.10 

Figure 7-8 HELP Panel 
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7.7. General Information Screens 

Key information about the current status of Sys
tem One is displayed on three screens. Each of 
these is displayed when one of the following first
level (COMMAND) menu choices is made-LOAD 
(or SA VE) , HELP, and NAMES. 

The LOAD and SAVE screen, illustrated in 
Figure 7-7, displays the names of the most recently 
handled files that are manipulated with the LOAD 
and SAVE menu commands. These file types in 
clude procedure (.PRO), comments or text (.TXT), 
ASCII data (.DAT), and DCX-I27 macro files 
(.MAC) The LOAD and SAVE screens also show 
the name of the file cWTently in main memory 
which may be a test file (.TST), acceptance limit 
file (.LIM), generator step table file (.SWP), genera
tor equalization file (.EQ), or an overlay file 
(.OVL). This file in main memory is the file whose 
set-up panels show in PANEL mode, whose data 
contents will be graphed if <F7> is pressed, which 

will take real-time data if <F9> is pressed, and 
whose internally-stored comments will be displayed 
in EDIT COMMENTS mode. 

The HELP menu selection, Figure 7-8, displays 
the size of the six internal buffers for temporary stor
age of test data , equalization , limit, and sweep file 
data points, and for the four editors (Data, Proce
dure, Comment, and Macro) plus the amount of 
each buffer actually in current use. The HELP 
screen also shows memory available for DOS ac
tions or programs which run from DOS while 
Sl.EXE software stays in memory during an XDOS 
or DOS temporary exit. The HELP screen gives 
data on the interface card type and address, display 
system type for which the software is installed, 
printer status, graphic print screen ( <*> ) resolu
tion, orientation, and size, and a "roll call" of the in
strument modules connected . Note that the HELP 
screen only interrogates the Audio Precision Inter
face Bus. With an "S" version instrument operating 
over RS-232, the HELP screen will show all units 
"not connected". The HELP screen also shows 

=================================== NAMES 

Title of graph = AUDIO PRECISION 

Co~pute Delta file SUB-RESP.TST 

Upper Co~pare file = RESP-UP.LIM 

Lower Co~pare file RESP-LO .LIM 

Sweep Source file = FCC.SWP 

Gen Equalization file 7SUS_DE.EQ 

Error Reporting file PROOF. TXT 

Progra~ file for DSP FFTGEN.DSP 

Progra~ version for DSP 2.10-00 

Wavefor~ file for DSP = IS031. WAV 


File currently in ~e~ory MAINRESP.tst 

(Last loaded or saved .TST, .LIM, .SWP, .EQ, or .OVL file) 


NAMES: ~ LOWER SWEEP GEN-EQ ERR-FILE OFF TITLE RENAME CLEAR DELTA PROGRAM 

Select file for upper co~pare li~it AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE, v 2.10 


Figure 7-9 NAMES Panel 

http:7SUS_DE.EQ
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what microprocessor type is used as the main CPU 
(8088, 8086, 80286, etc.) and whether there is a 
math co-processor installed. 

The NAMES screen, shown in Figure 7-9, dis
plays the names of the files which may be attached 
to the file in main memory by use of the various 
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7.8. Procedures 

A "procedure" (.PRO file) is a technique used in 
S l.EXE software to more-fully automate a complete 
testing process. Procedures can automatically load 
and execute tests, compare results Lo pre-defined lim
its, control external devices, waiL for external ac

NAMES commands. These include the DELTA tions to be completed, prompt the operator to take 
file, upper and lower comparison limits files, genera actions, branch to different portions or to sub-proce
tor sweep (step table) file and equalization file, error dures upon failure (or passing) of test limits or upon 
reporting file, and DSP program file and version. operator input, save results to disk, print results, etc. 
The NAMES panel, like the LOAD and SAVE See the Procedures chapter beginning on page 25-1 
panel, also displays the name of the file currently in for full information on procedures. 
main memory. 

Procedures may be created in a "keystroke learn 
mode" initiated by the UTIL LEARN command, or 
directly in an ASCII text editor or in EDIT PROCE-

Procedure Manual 
Listing Text 
Appearance Representation 

/FlO <FlO> 
/A9 <Alt><F9> 
/C9 <Ctrl><F9> 
/F9 <F9> 
/S9 <Shift><F9> 
/A8 <Alt><F8> 
/F8 <F8> 
/A7 <Alt><F7> 
/F7 <F7> 
/F6 <F6> 
/A6 <Alt><F6> 
/F4 <F4> 
/A4 <Alt><F4> 
/F3 <F3> 
/A3 <Alt><F3> 
/C3 <Ctrl><F3> 
JF2 <F2> 
/AI <Alt><FI> 
/FI <FI> 
IE <Esc> 
JR <Enter> 
* <*> 

Function 

Pause 
Run sweep, erase repeating test 
Run test without erasing previous dat 
Run test 
Run external test, terminate on reversal to generator panel frequency 
Store graphic image of screen 
Display stored graphic image 
Graph limits 
Re-graph data in memory 
Re-transform (DSP only) 
Re-send data to PC without new transform (DSP) 
Set analyzer dBr reference 
Set analyzer relative frequency reference 
Set generator dBr reference 
Set generator relative frequency reference 
Initiate one REGULATION cycle 
Display bargraph 
Abort procedure without turning generator off 
Turn off generator and abort procedure 
Go to command menu 

Dump screen to printer 

Figure 7-10 Special Keystroke Appearance in Procedure Listings 
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ASC I I 
Screen Learn Mode Editor 
Display 1{eystroke 1{eystrokes Function 

T <up arrow) <Alt)Z1 cursor up 
l <down arrow) <A It>Z5 cursor down 
~ <left arrow) <Alt>17 cursor left 
~ <right arrow) <A It>16 cursor right 
Ii <Ctr I><HoMe) <Alt>Z35 panel cursor to ref. position 

I 
<HoMe> <A It>187 panel cursor to top 
<End> <Alt>195 panel cursor to bottOM 
<PgDn) <A It>197 next set of panels 
<PgUp> <Alt>189 last set of panels 

<Ins) <Alt>19B insert Mode (toggle to overtype)
~ 	 <Del) <Alt>199 decreMent value 

<+) <Alt>13 increMent value 

<*> <Alt>1Z screen dUMp print-out 


!! <Ctrl)<right arrow) <Alt)Z3Z right end of Mult. choices 
T <Ctrl)<left arrow) <Alt>Z31 left end of Mult. choices 
0 <Ctrl)<PgDn) <Alt)Z31 bottOM of editor 

<Ctrl><PgUp> <Alt)Z1B top of editor 
<Alt)<P) <A It)111 punch out present field 

ii <Alt><B> <Alt>161 blank all panel fields 
Ii <A I t><R> <Alt>lZB restore all panel fields 
fI <A I t><A) <Alt)116 increMent overlay video attribute 
0 <AIt><S) <Alt>117 decreMent overlay video attribute 
it <Alt)<Z> <AIt>160 set overlay video attribute to zero 

Figure 7-11 Screen Appearance of Keystrokes Which May Be Used in Procedures and Macros 

PANEL MNEMONICS 
GW GEN Waveforlll SM Settling Mode 
GF GEN Frequency 
GA GEN AlIlplitude SI Switcher channel A INPUT 
GO GEN Output OFF/ON SO Switcher channel A OUTPUT 
GB GEN Tone Burst duration 
GS GEN AlIlplitude step size RE Regulation Enable 
GR GEN dB reference RM Regulation Measurelllent 

RU Regulation Parallleter to be Uaried 
LC Analyzer Channel Select 
LM Analyzer Measurelllent lIlode XU DCX DMM Units 
LF Analyzer BP/BR Frequency Xl DCX DCU Output Ul 
LD Analyzer Detector type XZ DCX DCU Output uZ 
LH Analyzer High pass filter XD DCX Digital Output 
LL Analyzer Low pass filter XA DCX Port A B bit output 
LO Analyzer Optional filters 
LA Analyzer Channel A input source DS DSP Setting 0 
LB Analyzer Channel B input source OR DSP Salllpling Rate 
LR Analyzer dB reference DI DSP Input Type 

01 DSP Channel 1 Input Source 
Sl Sweep Data-l lIleaSUrelllent OZ DSP Channel Z Input Source 
SZ Sweep Data-Z lIleasurelllent 00 DSP Output Channel(s) 
SS Sweep Source-l stilllulus 
SN Sweep NUlllber of steps 
SD Sweep Display Mode 

Figure 7-12 Two-Character Codes to Jump to Panel Fields 
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DURE mode. See Figure 7-10 for a listing of the re
lationship between common S 1.EXE commands as 
represented in procedures versus lhe text of lhis 
manual, plus short definitions of lheir function. 

Certain keystrokes useful in procedures cannot be 
directly entered in EDIT PROCEDURE mode. In 
some text editors, they may be entered by use of the 
<All> key plus the numeric keypad. Alternately, 
they may be entered during UTIL LEARN mode 
and then "cut and spliced" wilh the <F6> and <FS> 
keys to lhe desired location. See Figure 7-11 for a 
presentation of the appearance of these keys in 
EDIT PROCEDURE mode and lheir function. 

During procedures, it is sometimes necessary for 
panel conditions to be changed during lhe course of 
a test or between tests. A set of two-character com
mands has been created which jump lhe panel cur
sor to many of the major panel fields to simplify 
these panel moves. They may also be a conve
nience during normal test setup and operation of 
System One. See Figure 7-12 for a listing of these 
codes. 
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8. UNITS 

The GENERATOR Panel and the ANALYZER 
Panel are both capable of expressing amplitude in a 
number of different uniLS . Generator ampliLUde 
units include VolLs rms, VOILS peak-to-peak, dBm, 
dBu, dBV, dBr, and Walls . The measurement mod
ule units include the same decibel and Watts units 
as the generator but do nOt specify rms for VOILS, 
since rms is only one of four detector response 
types that the System One user may select. Unique 
to the measurement module are several relative am
pliLUde uniLS for two-channel measuremenLS with A
version hardware (dB, X/Y, %, PPM). 

The sine burst mode of the BUR-GEN module in
troduces several units for control of the burst param
eters . These provide the ability to define tone bursts 
in terms of number of cycles, time, percent duty fac
tor, and repetition rate. 

The frequency meas ured by the analyzer module 
can be expressed in many units relative to a fre
quency reference . Phase can be expressed in de
grees or radians, and four types of degree uniLS may 
be selected to provide the optimum display. 

8.1. Amplitude Units 

Vrms (generator only) 

This is the root-mean-square open-circuit value 
(emf) to which the generator sinewave is set. As an 
open circuit value, it is independent of generator 
source impedance and does not use the load resis
tance information . When complex waveforms, such 
as the intermodulation distortion, squarewave, and 
noise waveforms are selected, generator calibration 
is in terms of the rms value of a single sinewave 
which would have the same peak-to-peak value as 
the selected complex waveform. 

When a voltage unit is used, the GENERATOR 
AMPLITUDE field directly specifies the generator 
open-circuit voltage (sometimes called emf, or elec

tro-motive force) . Unless the externaJ load imped
ance is infinite, the actual voltage delivered to the 
load will be Jess than this open circuit voltage since 
the selected generator source impedance and the ex
ternal load impedance act as a voltage divider. For 
example, if the 50 Ohm source impedance is in use 
and the generator output is connected to the an
aJyzer input with the analyzer 100 kilohm inputter
mination selected, the voltage across the load will 

100,000
be 100,000 + 50 =99.95% 

of the open circuit voltage. With the 50 Ohm 
source impedance in use, the voltage across the load 
wiIJ differ from the open-circuit voltage by no more 
than 0.1 dB if the load is approximately 5,000 
Ohms or higher. For a 10,000 Ohm load (typical of 
bridging inputs on many professional audio de
vices), the loading of the 50 Ohm source will pro
duce approximately an 0.05 dB error. 

Vpp (generator only) 

This is the peak-to-peak open-circuit value (emf) 
to which the generator is set. As an open circuit 
value, it is independent of generator source imped
ance and does not use the load resistance informa
tion . 

Volts (analyzer) 

The principal or READING voltmeter (in the an
aJyzer module) has five selectable detectors : true 
rms, average responding rms caJibrated, quasi-peak 
(Q-Pk) complying with CCIR Recommendation 468
3, true peak, and scaJed true peak (S-Pk). The S-Pk 
detector is the same as the true peak detector but 
with a 0.707 (-3.01 dB) scaJe factor to read 
sinewave equivalent peak . The vaJues displayed 
will thus vary with the detector selected and with 
the signal waveform being measured. When the dis 
tortion measurement module is also present, a sec
ond voltmeter called LEVEL is added which contin
ually monitors the input signal before any filtering; 
the LEVEL voltmeter detector is true rms . 
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dBm (generator and analyzer) 

dBm is decibels referred to a power level of one 
milliwatt in the selected impedance. 

Generator dBm 

The power units available for the generator are 
dBm & Watts; Watts units are rarely used as the 
generator amplitude unit. Neither the generator nor 
computer can directly measure or control generator 
output power, output current, or external load resis
tance. The computer and software have control 
only of generator open-circuit voltage. Therefore, 
in order for a value in dBm or Watts entered by the 
user into the generator AMPLITUDE field to be 
valid, the operator must first determine the value of 
the external load and enter that value into the 
W /dBm REF field near the bottom of the generator 
panel. The computer, knowing the value of source 
impedance presently selected on the generator, then 
uses the W/dBm REF field value to compute what 
the open-circuit voltage must be set to in order to 
produce a voltage across the load resulting in the 
specified power in the load. If the source imped
ance is changed to another available value, the com
puter re-calculates the equation and re-sets the open
circuit voltage so as to maintain the specified power 
in the load. For example, setting 0 dBm into a 600 
Ohm load (0.7746 Volts across the load) from a 50 
Ohm source load will produce a generator open-cir
cuit voltage of 

0.839V = 0.7746V 60~+050 

Changing the source impedance to 600 Ohms 
causes the open-circuit voltage to go to 

I 549 V = 0 7746 V 600 + 600 
. . 600· 

In dBm mode for generator AMPLITUDE, the 
computer sofware assumes that both generator out
put connectors A and B are loaded with the external 
value specified in the W/dBm REF field if the A&B 
or A&-B generator output selections are made. It as
sumes only one output is loaded if either A or B out
put selections are made. Violating these assump
tions will result in an amplitude calibraton error. 
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Note that the GEN-MONITOR internal connec
tion from generator to analyzer only loads the gener
ator output with 100,000 Ohms. The selectable 
100k/600/150 Ohm input terminations on the an
alyzer affect only the front-panel input connectors 
but not the GEN-MONITOR path. 

Analyzer dBm 

To compute measured power, the system must 
know the value of resistance across which the an
alyzer is measuring. The user must enter this value 
into the "dBm/W REF" field near the bottom of the 
ANALYZER panel. The analyzer then measures 
the voltage, performs a power conversion (square of 
the voltage, divided by the resistance) and converts 
the result into dB relative to one milliwatt. 

dBu (generator and analyzer) 

dBu is decibels referred to a voltage of 0.7746 
Volts; it does not imply any value of circuit imped
ance or power. The value of 0.7746 volts is the volt
age across a 600 ohm resistor when exactly one mil
liwatt is being dissipated in the resistor. Thus, dBu 
as measured by the analyzer is numerically equal to 
dBm when measuring in a 600 ohm circuit. Virtu
ally all audio voltmeters and distortion analyzers 
used throughout the history of audio measure
ments (including those still being manufactured 
today) actually measure dBu even though their 
mode selection and meter scale indication may indi
cate dBm, since they have no knowledge of the cir
cuit impedance and thus the actual power. On the 
generator, dBu is an open circuit value, is indepen
dent of generator source impedance, and does not 
use the load resistance information. 

Modem broadcasting and pro audio equipment 
normally has output impedances much lower than 
input impedances. Output impedance values from 
zero up to 50 Ohms are typical, and input imped
ances of 10 kilohms are typical. Such equipment, 
connected together, transfers negligible power due 
to the large impedance mis-match. However, nearly 
aU the source voltage is transferred. As noted ear
lier, a 10 kilohm load reduces the open-circuit volt
age from a 50 Ohm source by only 0.5%, or 0.05 
dB. Thus, modem systems typically operate on a 
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volr.age transfer basis and the dBm, as a power unit, 
is not appropriate. The proper unit for volr.age
based systems is the dBu. Older audio meters cali
brated in "dBm" are really dBu meters. A good gen
eral rule when working with modem audio equip
ment, unless you know it to be terminated in 600 
Ohms, is to interpret the manufacturer's "dBm" as 
"dBu". Even if in doubt about the actual termina
tion value, you won't go very far astray in using 
dBu with the System One generator's 50 Ohms 
source; 600 Ohms loads a 50 Ohm Source by about 
0.7 dB. 

dRV (generator and analyzer) 

dB V is decibels referred to a volr.age of 1.0000 
Volts . On the generator, it is an open circuit value 
independent of generator source impedance and 
does not use the load resistance information. 

dRr Relative dB (generator and analyzer) 

Both the generator and the analyzer offer dBr as 
one of the unit choices. dBr sr.ands for dB relative; 
the zero dB reference value for the dBr unit on each 
panel is the "dBr REF" field near the bOLLom of the 
panel. 

While in panel mode, the dBr REF value may be 
changed in three fashions; one is to move the cursor 
to the dBr REF field and enter a new number (and 
units, if desired) from the keyboard. A second 
method, if it is desired to store the present value of 
generator amplitude as the new generator dBr REF, 
is to press the <F3> function key. Similarly, the am
plitude presently being measured by the analyzer 
can be stored as the analyzer dBr reference by press
ing the <F4> function key. A third tcchnique is to 
move the cursor to the generator or analyzer dBr 
REF field, as desired, and press either the <+> or 
<Del> key. If the amplitude is displayed in dBr, the 
reading will go to 0.00 dB. 

This "remember the reference" capability is par
ticularly useful on the analyzer to preserve the pres
ent reading as the reference for a frequency re
sponse, signal-to-noise ratio, common-mode rejec
tion ratio, or gain measurement. On the generator, 
it may be used after experimentally increasing the 

generator amplitude for some measured phenome
non (for example, onset of clipping or 3% distortion 
point of a r.ape recorder). It is then simple to make 
succeeding measurements at values such as -3 dB or 
-20 dB from that level. 

Note that the power-up default value of the dBr 
REF on both generator and analyzer is 387.3 milli
volts, the volr.age across a 150 Ohm resistor when 
one milliwatt is being dissipated. Thus, dBr is 
equal to dBm in 150 Ohms when the default dBr 
REF is used and System One is connected to alSO 
Ohm circuit 

The dBr unit may also be selected for distortion 
measuremenL~, as one of the absolute units. Two ex
ample applications are in digir.al systems. In such 
systems, the theoretical minimum distortion and 
noise value is known or may be computed from 
knowledge of the number of bits and full-scale out
put level. If this value is entered for the dBr REF 
and the READING unit in THD+N mode is selected 
as dBr, the display will be in terms of dB of "excess 
distortion and noise" above the theoretical floor. It 
is also possible to enter the full-scale output level as 
the dBr REF (for example, by pressing <F4> while 
playing a 0 dB track on a compact test disc) and dis
play quantization distortion in dB below full-scale 
output. 

dB (analyzer only) 

The ratio unit dB is available in distortion-mea
surement modes (THD+N, SMPTE, CCIF, DIM) 
and in the CROSSTALK and 2-CHANNEL modes 
of A-version hardware. In THD+N mode, the dB 
unit expresses the value of the distortion products 
relative to the distorted input signal amplitude. In 
SMPTE and DIM modes, dB expresses distortion 
relative to the amplitude of the high-frequency tone. 
In CCIF mode, dB expresses distortion relative to 
the amplitude of either of the two close-spaced 
tones. 

With A-version hardware in CROSSTALK 
mode, dB expresses the signal in the non-driven 
channel relative to the currently-measured signal am
plitude in the driven channel. In 2-CHANNEL 

http:digir.al


8-4 

mode, the dB unit expresses the ratio of the signal 
in the channel selected at the top of the AN
AL YZER panel to the signal in the alternate channel. 

PPM (analyzer only) 

The ratio unit PPM (parts per million) is avail
able in distortion functions plus 2-CHANNEL and 
CROSSTALK functions of A-version hardware. It 
is similar to %, dB, and X/Y, but expresses the se
lected quantity in parts per million of the reference 
quantity. For example, 0.0037% equals 37 ppm. 

XlY (analyzer only) 

The ratio unit X(Y (dimensionless) is available in 
all distortion functions plus in the 2-CHANNEL and 
CROSST ALK functions of A-version hardware. In 
the distortion functions, it is similar to % and dB 
but expresses the distortion as a ratio of amplitUdes. 
In 2-CHANNEL and CROSSTALK functions, it ex
presses the ratio of amplitudes of the selected chan
nel to the alternate channel. For example, 3% 
equals a ratio of 0.03 . 

W (generator and analyzer) 

The W (Watts) units in the generator AMPLI
TUDE field and in the analyzer units fields, just as 
the dBm units, require that System One knows what 
external resistance it is connected across. The 
dBm/W REF fields at the bottom of both GENERA
TOR and ANALYZER panels permit you to enter 
any numeric value of external resistance. Operation 
of generator and analyzer in Watts units is identical 
to that described above under dBm except that the 
result of the power computation is expressed in 
Watts with no decibel conversion made. 

8.2. Relative vs Absolute Distortion 
Units 

THD+N may be expressed in either relative (%, 
dB, PPM, X/y) or absolute units. The relative units 
express the amplitude of the distortion products and 
noise with reference to the input (distorted) signal. 
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The absolute units (VolLs, dBm, etc.) directly ex
press the absolute amplitude of the distortion prod
ucts. 

While either relative or absolute units may be 
freely selected on the ANALYZER panel, the 
choice of units on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITION 
panel is constrained by the data structure of System 
One's files. If a relative unit is selected on the AN
ALYZER panel, only relative units may be selected 
on the SWEEP panel and ultimately saved. In this 
case, the displayed and saved data results from com
putations involving two measurements: signal am
plitude from the LEVEL voltmeter and distortion 
product measurements following the notch filler , 
from the READING voltmeter. It is thus not possi
ble to change to absolute units and re-display the 
same test data following a test, since only the com
puted ratios were saved. Similarly, if an absolute 
unit is selected on the ANALYZER panel, only ab
solute units may be selected on the SWEEP panel. 
It is then not possible to change to a relative unit, 
since the signal amplitude was not measured and 
saved. 

Only relative units (%, dB, PPM, X(Y) are avail
able in the three intermodulation distortion modes. 
Absolute units are not meaningful due to the defini
tions of the forms of intermodulation distortion. 

8.3. Relative Frequency Units 

A reference frequency may be entered into the 
Freq REF field near the bottoms of the GENERA
TOR and ANALYZER panels. This reference fre
quency may be typed in from the keyboard. The 
present generator frequency may be automatically 
transferred into the generator reference frequency 
field by the <AIL><F3> keystroke. On the analyzer, 
the frequency presently being measured by the fre
quency counter may be placed into the field by 
pressing <AlL><F4>. In addition to the absolute fre
quency units of Hz, a number of units relative to 
this reference frequency may be selected for the 
FREQUENCY setting field of the GENERATOR 
panel or the FREQUENCY display on the AN
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AL YZER panel, and as lhe displayed units for 
graphs and tables defined on the SWEEP (F9) DEFI
NITION panel. 

8.% 

This unil causes lhe difference belween lhe sel
ling or measured frequency and the reference fre
quency lO be displayed as percentage devialion from 
lhe reference frequency . For example, with a refer
ence frequency of 3.15 kHz (common for tape speed 
and wow and flutter measurements), a measured fre
quency of 3.1185 kHz will display as -1.0% (speed 
1 % slow) when delta % units are selected. 

8. Hz 

This unil clispJays the clifference between the set
ting or measured frequency and the reference fre
quency. For example, wilh a reference frequency of 
1.000 kHz, a measured frequency of 1.010 kHz will 
display as + 10Hz and a measured frequency of 997 
Hz will display as -3 Hz. 

8. PPM 

This unil displays lhe clifference belween the set
ting or measured frequency and the reference fre
quency to be clisplayed as deviation from the refer
ence frequency in parts per million. For example, 
with a reference frequency of 1.000 kHz, a mea
sured frequency of 1.00001 kHz will display as +10 
PPM (1 PPM equals 0.0001 %). 

%Hz 

This unil displays the setting or measured fre
quency as a percentage of the reference frequency. 
For example, with a reference frequency of 1.000 
kHz, a measured frequency of 500 Hz will clisplay 
as 50% and a measured frequency of 1.100 kHz will 
display as 110%. 

OCTS 

This unit clisplays the clifference between the set
ting or measured frequency and the reference fre
quency in octaves, where an octave is a two-to-one 
ratio of frequencies. For example, with a reference 

frequency of 1.000 kHz, a measured frequency of 
500 Hz will clisplay as -1.000 (one octave below lhe 
reference) and a measured frequency of 4000 Hz 
will display as +2.000 (lWO octaves above the refer
ence). 

DECS 

This unit displays the clifference between the sel
ting or measured frequency and lhe reference fre
quency in decades, where a decade is a ten-to-one 
ratio of frequencies. For example, with a reference 
frequency of 1.000 kHz, a measured frequency of 
100 Hz will display as -1.000 (one decade below 
the reference) and a measured frequency of 100 kHz 
will clisplay as +2.000 (two decades above the refer
ence). 

CENTS 

This unil displays the difference between the set
ling or measured frequency and the reference fre
quency in cents, where a cent is 1/100 of a half-step 
on a musical scale. For example, if the reference 
frequency is 440 Hz (the note A above middle C on 
a piano), a measured frequency of 440.262 Hz will 
display as + 1.0 CENTS. 

FIR 

This unit displays the ratio (unitless) of the sel
ting or measured frequency to the reference fre
quency. 

8.4. Phase and Polarity Units 

Phase may be displayed on the ANALtZER 
panel, on bargraphs, or on line graphs in four units; 
deg, degl, deg2, deg3, and radians. Deg, degl, 
deg2, and deg3 are all degrees, but wilh different 
full scale range characteristics. Polarity testing re
sults are also displayed on the PHASE line with the 
POL unit. 
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deg 

Degrees are displayed with the panel or bargraph 
display range being automatically selected as either 
+/-180 degrees or 0 to 360 degrees, depending on 
the value being displayed. When sweeping fre
quency and displaying on a line graph, integral mul
tiples of 360 degrees are added or subtracLed as nec
essary to make each new measurement plot closest 
to the preceding ploLLed point. This mode produces 
continuous graphs even over thousands of degrees, 
rather than the abrupt transitions between maximum 
and minimum typical of most graphic plots of phase. 

degl 

Degrees are displayed on the panel or bargraph 
or ploLLed on line graphs with a fixed +/-180 degree 
range. Values exceeding the end of the range will 
make an abrupt transition to the opposite end of the 
range. Readings at 180 degrees will be inaccurate 
and unstable. 

deg2 

Degrees are displayed on the panel or bargraph 
or plotted on line graphs with a fixed +270/-90 de
gree range. Values exceeding the end of the range 
will make an abrupt transition to the opposite end of 
the range. Readings at +270 or -90 degrees will be 
inaccurate and unstable. 

deg3 

Degrees are displayed on a fixed 0 to +360 de
gree range. Values exceeding the end of the range 
will make an abrupt transition to the opposite end of 
the range. Readings at 360 degrees or 0 degrees 
will be unstable. 

POL 

The POL unit indicates an in-phase condition by 
displaying a 0 and an out-of-phase condition by dis
playing + 180. The signal required for polarity Lest
ing is a low-duty-cycle sinewave burst from the 
BUR-GEN module. 
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B.S. Sine Burst Units 

When the BUR-GEN module is installed on the 
generator and SINE BURST, SINE TRIG, or SINE 
GA TE selected as the waveform, several units are 
available to control the duration of a burst and the 
interval between the beginning of successive bursts . 
CYCLES refers to complete cycles of the generator 
frequency. The seeB unit refers to seconds of burst 
duration. % ON is the duty factor of the burst: 
burst duration divided by burst period. Bps is 
bursts per second, the repetition rate of the train of 
bursts. See the BUR-GEN chapter for more details 
on these units and their usage. 

B.6. DSP Units 

Units of display with the DSP module are totally 
dependent upon the particular DSP program in use. 
See the documentation provided with each DSP pro
gram for an explanation of these units. 
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See the Generator and Analyzer Hardware chap
ter beginning on page 32-1 for description and a 
block diagram of the analog generator. The GEN
ERATOR panel is reproduced in Figure 9-1. The 
fields can be grouped into five functional areas: 
waveform selection, amplitude control , frequency 
control, output configuration control, and (if the 
BUR-GEN module is present) tone burst control. 

9.1. Waveform Selection 

The WAVEFORM line, consisting of the main 
waveform field and, for certain waveforms, the 
waveform modifier field, permits selection of the 
generator output waveform . The waveform field se
lections are SINE, EQSINE, SMPTE, CCIF, DIM, 

SQUARE, PSEUDO, and RANDOM. EQSlNE is a 
sinewave whose amplitude is adjusted as a function 
of the selected frequency according to an attached 
equalization file. See the EQU ALIZA TION chapter 
(page 23-1) for a complete discussion of generator 
equalization curve capability. SMPTE, CCIF, and 
DIM are all intennodulation distortion test signals 
available if the intermodulation signal generator op
tion has been installed onto the generator module. 
See the INTERMODULA nON DISTORTION 
chapter (page 16-1) for details. SQUARE, 
PSEUDO, RANDOM, and the BURST, TRIG, and 
GATE waveform modifier selections of the SINE 
waveform are signals available if the BUR-GEN op
tion has been installed onto the generator module. 
See the BURST-SQUAREW AVE-NOISE GENER
ATOR chapter (page 20-1) for full details. The 

~ EQSINE SMPrE CCIF DIM SQUARE PSEUDO RANDOM DGEM 

ENERATOR=--:LOCAL 

WAUEFORM SINE NORMAL 
IM-FREQ 60.0000 Hz 

FREQUENCY 1.00000 kHz 
!mj H IGH-ACCURACY-J.--- - FAST 

AMPLITUDE 1.000 UrMS 
WIi A B RaB Ra-B-t:-:=""=__ 

OUTPUT ~ BAL 

~ BURST TRIG GATE 
OIl 1:1 
wm 100kBW B 

WHITE ~ BPASS EQBPN 

~ A% AHz APPM %Hz F/R OCTS DECS CENT OFF 

~	Upp dBM dBu dBU dBr W 

UIll! UNBAL CMTST 

FLOAT'.1----~ GND __ + ---- 50ll60051 	 15051 ~ 1m! seeB %ON
BURST ON 1.000 CYCL 

INTERUAL 3.000 CYCL+---~ seeB Bps 
LOW LUL -BO .17 dB 

% W x/y 

AMPSTEP 0.010 

FREQSTEP 1.260 -+----=D * 


REFS 	 Freq 1.00000 kHz 
dBr 387.3 MUrMS ~	Upp dBu dBU
dBM/W 600.0 !l 

Figure 9-1 GENERA TOR Panel 
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DGEN selecLion, of the DSP module is installed and 
if the currenLly-loaded .DSP program includes signal 
generation capability, permits the output of the DSP 
generator to be routed via D/A converter through 
the analog generator power amplifier, transformer, 
and aLLenuators. 

The table below shows the waveform modifier se
lecLions available under each of the waveforms. 

WAVE-	 WAVEFORM COM
FORM 	 MODIFIER MENTS 
SINE 	 NORMAL 


BURST 

TRIG 

GATE 


EQSINE 

SMPTE 4:1 


1:1 

CCIF 

DIM 30kBW 


100 kBW 
B 


SQUARE 

PSEUDO WHITE 


PINK 
BPASS 
EQBPN 

RANDOM 	 WHITE 

PINK 

BPASS 

EQBPN 


9.2. Amplitude Control 

The amplitude control and indicaLion fields con
sist of: 

· 	the AMPLITUDE line (numeric field and 
units) 

• the POST-EQ line (numeric field; same units 
as AMPLITUDE) 

• the AMPSTEP line (numeric field and addi
tive/mulLiplicative choice) 
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• the dBr REF line (numeric entry or capture of 
present value by <F3> funcLion key or 
<Del>/<+> key, and units) 

• the dBm/W REF field (numeric entry) . 

The AMPLITUDE numeric entry field can either 
have digits entered directly from the keyboard or it 
can be incremented/decremented by use of the 
AMPSTEP value and the <+> and <Del> keys. In 
direct digit entry, System One understands the com
mon prefixes of k for kilo, m for milli, u for micro, 
and n for nano. It will also accept entries in scien
tific notaLion, such as IE I for 10 volts. If an ampli
tude outside the range of the generator is entered, 
the system will sound a warning signal and display 
a "Conflict with Maximum (or Minimum) Ampli
tude" warning at the lower left of the pane\. The ac
tual generator amplitude will remain unchanged. 

The amplitude units can be selected by use of the 
"choice" cursor, controlled by the space bar or <+> 
and <Del> keys. The <Enter> key then actually 
makes the selection. See the UNITS chapter for def
iniLions of the various units available. When units 
are changed, the generator open-circuit voltage will 
not change; open-circuit amplitude will simply be re
stated in the various units. 

The POST-EQ field is visible only when EQS
INE waveform is selected. POST-EQ units are al
ways the same as AMPLITIJDE units. POST-EQ is 
a display-only field. It shows the actual amplitude 
the generator is asked to furnish, which is a function 
of both the value set in the AMPLITUDE field and 
of the value of an attached equalizaLion file at the 
particular frequency at which the generator is set. If 
no equalization file is attached, a value of 1.00 is as
sumed for equalizaLion at all frequencies. See the 
EQUALlZAnON chapter. 

AMPSTEP is used to select the size of change 
when manually incrementing and decrementing am
plitude with the <+> and <Del> keys in panel or bar
graph mode. Any desired value can be entered into 
the AMPSTEP numeric field. If the arithmetic oper
ator to the right of the number is +, the <+> and 
<Del> keys will respectively add or subtract the 
AMPSTEP numeric value to (from) the AMPLI
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TUDE value each time they are operated. This will 
only occur while the cursor is located on either the 
A1v1PLITUDE numeric field or the A1v1PSTEP nu
meric field, or during bargraph (F2) mode with 
GEN AMPL selected as SOURCE-I. The units of 
A1v1PSTEP are always the same as the units selected 
for AMPLITUDE. Thus, an AMPSTEP of 0.20 will 
produce 0.2 dB increments if the AMPLITIJDE 
units are dBm and 200 millivolt increments if the 
AMPLITUDE units are Volts rms. 

If the arithmetic operator is *, the <+> key will 
multiply the AMPLITUDE value by the AMPSTEP 
value (and the <Del> key will divide by the 
AMPSTEP value) each time it is operated while the 
cursor is located on either the AMPLITUDE or 
A1v1PSTEP numeric fields . For example, an 
AMPSTEP of 1.050 * will cause the amplitude to in
crease to 1.05 times its previous value each time the 
<+> key is pressed , and to decrease to 0.95238 
times (1.0/1.05) the previous value each time the 
<Del> key is pressed. This permits manually-con
trolled logarithmic amplitude sequences if the AM
PLITUDE units are Vrms or Vpp. 

The dBr REF line lets the operator tell the sys
tem what value of amplitude to use as the zero dB 
reference for the generator dBr (dB relative) units. 
The power-up default value of dBr REF is 387.3 
millivolts, the voltage across a 150 Ohm resistor 
when one milliwall is being dissipated in the resis
tor. Any new value may be entered into the nu
meric field from the keyboard, and the units may be 
selected in the usual select and <Enter> fashion. 

It is frequently convenient to make the present 
value of the generator amplitude become the refer
ence value for dBr. The generator amplitude 
(POST-EQ value if EQSINE mode is in use) can be 
transferred to the dBr REF field at any time by 
pressing the <F3> function key, or by moving the 
cursor to the dBr REF numeric field and pressing 
the <+> or <Del> key . The value transferred will 
immediately display in the dBr REF field, and if the 
AMPLITUDE units are dBr the display will be seen 
to be 0.00 dBr. 

The dBm/W REF field is used for the operator to 
inform the system of the value of external load resis
tance connected across the generator output. Any 
value may be entered from the keyboard. This 
value of resistance is then used by the system, along 
with the known value of generator source imped
ance, to compute what value of emf the generator 
should be set to in order to deliver the specified 
value of power in dBm or Watts to the load. When 
the DUA-GEN option is present and both outputs 
are turned on (A&B or A&-B), the system assumes 
that both outputs are loaded with the value of resis
tance shown in the dBmlW REF field. 

If either of the power units (dBm or W) is se
lected and a change in generator source impedance 
or specified load resistance is then made, the system 
will re-calculate and fe-set the generator emf to 
maintain the previously-specified power level under 
the new conditions. 

Since the generator emf range is finite (approxi
mately 10 uV to 26.6 Vrms balanced, 10 uV to 13.3 
Vrms unbalanced or common mode test configura
tion), not all values of power can be delivered to 
any arbitrary value of load resistance. An error mes
sage will result if the generator is unable to deliver 
the requested power to the specified load from the 
presently selected source impedance. The generator 
current delivery capability is also finite (rated 115 
mA peak balanced, 230 mA peak unbalanced). If 
the system is asked to deliver an amount of power 
into a low load impedance which would exceed the 
current rating, an overload indication will appear. 

9.3. Frequency Control 

The frequency control fields consist of: 

• the FREQUENCY line 

· the FASTjHIGH ACCURACY line 

• the FREQSTEP line 

• the IM-FREQ line (SMPTE and CCIF modes 
only) 

• the REFS Freq line. 
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FREQUENCY may be set and changed by direct 
numeric entry into the field to the right of the FRE
QUENCY label; the system understands k as kilo 
and will also accept scientific notation such as 3.5e3 
for 3500 Hz. Frequency can also be changed in an 
increment-decrement fashion by use of the 
FREQSTEP capability. If a frequency outside the 
range of the generator is entered, the system will 
sound a warning signal and display a "Conflict with 
Maximum (or Minimum) Frequency" warning, leav
ing the actual generator frequency unchanged. 

Frequency may be expressed absolutely, in Hz 
and kHz, or in a number of relative frequency units. 
The reference value for the relative frequency units 
may be entered in the REFS Freq field near the bot
tom of the panel. Any value may be typed in, or 
the <Alt><F3> keystroke may be used to automati
cally transfer the present value from the FRE
QUENCY field into the REFS Freq field. 

Generator frequency can be controlled in two 
modes, each with its own trade-offs. FAST mode 
will be used for the large majority of audio testing. 
FAST mode produces worst-case frequency resolu
tion of 0.25% or better and accuracy of 0.5%, which 
is adequate for most applications. It yields fre
quency settling times of about 10 milliseconds. 
HIGH ACCURACY mode includes a two-step fre
quency calibration each time the generator fre
quency is changed, using a quartz-based counter on 
the generator module as the calibration source. The 
result is frequency resolution of 0.005% and accu
racy of 0.03%, with a calibration cycle time ranging 
from less than 150 milliseconds at frequencies 
above 50 Hz to about 3/4 second at 10 Hz. Even 
when FAST mode is selected, the calibration cycle 
of HIGH-ACCURACY mode may be invoked by 
pressing the <Enter> key while the cursor is on the 
frequency numeric entry field. HIGH-ACCURACY 
mode cannot pull the generator frequency within the 
0.03% specification if the generator, in the FAST 
mode, has drifted outside its rated 0.5% range. 

FREQSTEP functions similarly to AMPSTEP. 
Any value may be entered into the numeric field 
next to the FREQSTEP label, and either + (additive) 
or * (multiplicative) may be selected as the arithme
tic operator in the field to the right of the step size. 
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The default value (value used when System One 
software is first loaded) is 1.25992 * (multiplica
tive), which is the 1/3 octave multiplier value (dis
play rounds to 1.260). Thus, if the cursor is placed 
on either the FREQSTEP numeric field or the FRE
QUENCY numeric field, or in bargraph mode, the 
generator frequency will be moved in three logarith
mically equal steps over a 2: 1 frequency range (one 
octave) when the <+> key is pressed three times. 
The <Del> key similarly decreases the frequency in 
steps. For steps of a constant number of Hz, select 
+ as the arithmetic operator, enter the step size into 
the FREQSTEP numeric field, and use the <+> and 
<Del> keys. When a relative frequency unit is se
lected at the GENERA TOR FREQUENCY field, 
FREQSTEP will control operation in the units se
lected. Thus, another way to obtain 1/3 octave steps 
is to choose OCTS as the unit, .33333 + as the 
FREQSTEP increment size and arithmetic operator, 
and use the <+> and <Del> keys . 

System One's intermodulation distortion test sig
nals consist of two frequencies. In the SMPTE 
modes (which also generate signals for DIN imd 
testing), the lower-frequency tone is selected via the 
IM-FREQ line, which will be visible only when the 
SMPTE or CCIF waveforms are selected. In the 
CCIF twin-tone mode, the spacing between the two 
tones is selected on the IM-FREQ line. The <+> 
and <Del> keys allow selection of any of the avail
able frequencies, or a frequency may be entered 
with the digit keys and the software will select and 
display the nearest available intermodulation fre
quency. The IM-FREQ line has no effect on the 
DIM modes, where the squarewave frequency selec
tion is made automatically when DIM 30kBW, DIM 
100kBW, or DIM B is selected as the waveform. 
See the INTERMODULATION DISTORTION 
chapter beginning on page 16-1 for more details . 

9.4. Output Section Control 

The output section control area consists of four 
fields on the GENERATOR panel: 

• channel on/off and phase (OFF, A, B, A&B, 
A&-B) 
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CT 

Typical 
15 nF 

1 

1/2 R, 

+ 

COM

in GN"'FLOAT 

Figure 9-2 Balanced Mode Output Configuration 

• output configuration (BALanced, UNBAL
anced, CMTST [common mode test]) 

·  source impedance (600, ISO, or 50 Ohms bal
anced/common mode test, 600 or 25 Ohms un
balanced) 

· FLOAT/GND selection. 

• OFF/A/B/A&B/A&-B 

Both outputs may be off (OFF); output A only 
may be selected (A); output B only may be selected 
(B); both outputs A and B may be on (A&B); or 
both A and B may be on, but with output B inverted 
180 degrees in phase relative to output A (A&-B). 

R, 

15 nF 

Figure 9-3 Unbalanced Mode Output Configuration 

This latter mcxle is used during testing of multiplex 
stereo broadcast systems. The OFF condition will 
produce lower residual signal and noise at both 
outputs than will be present at the non-selected out
put in either the A mode or B mode. When either 
or both outputs are off or not selected, they are back
terminated in a resistance equal to the selected 
source impedance. This permits noise and crosstalk 
measurements to be made with no necessity of dis
connecting cables or connecting termination resis
tors to the input of the device under test. In both 
A&B and A&-B modes with either dBm or Watts 
selected as the generator amplitude units, the sys
tem assumes that both outputs are connected to 
load resistances of the value shown in the dBmlW 

+ 

COM 

CT 

Typical in GNDHOAT1  
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1/2 R, 

+ 

COM 

Typical 
15 nF l GN"'FLOAT 

Figure 9-4 Common Mode Test (CMTST) Configuration 

REF field. For these reasons, use only the OFF and 
A modes when the DUA-GEN option is not present 
or the second channel is not in use. 

9.4.1. Bal/Unbal/Cmtst 

Pin 1 of the XLR and the sleeve of the phone 
jack are connected to chassis ground at all times. 

BALanced mode (see Figure 9-2) provides a bal
anced signal from the generator output transformer. 
Pin 2 of the XLR connector and the (+) banana jack 
or the tip of the 3-conductor 1/4" phone jack are 
connected to the end of the transformer secondary 
winding which is in phase with the MONITOR jack 
on the generator auxiliary connector panel. Pin 3 of 
the XLR and the (-) banana jack or the ring of the 
phone jack connect to the opposite end of the trans
former secondary. The transformer secondary cen
ter-tap connects to the COM banana jack on the gen
erator output connector panel. 

UNBALanced mode (Figure 9-3) connects the 
high side of the transformer secondary to pin 2 of 
the XLR and the phone jack tip or (+) banana jack. 
The transformer secondary low side connects to pin 
3 of the XLR, the ring of the phone jack or (-) ba
nana jack, and to the COM banana jack. Maximum 
output amplitude in the UNBAL mode is one-half 
the maximum available in BAL mode, but the peak 
current available is twice that in BAL mode. At 

generator frequencies below 20 kHz, the generator 
may be used in BALanced mode with one end of 
the output grounded if the highest output levels 
(above 13.3 Volts) are needed in an unbalanced sys
tem. 

Note that adapter cables from the XLR connec
tors to typical unbalanced connectors such as RCA 
(Cinch) phono plugs or 1/4" or miniature phone 
plugs must be wired from pins 2 and 3 of the XLR 
connector. Pin 2 of the XLR must be connected to 
the center conductor of the plug and pin 3 of the 
XLR must be connected to the shell of the phono 
plug or sleeve of the phone plug. A separate 
ground wire from the ground connector on the GEN
ERATOR panel to chassis ground on the device 
under test is also recommended. Using GROUND 
mode is likely to add noise through ground loops. 
When a stereo device is to be driven , the A and B 
channel cables should be twisted together or other
wise tightly dressed together to minimize hum cou
pling. Hum is a potential problem in this configura
tion since a loop exists, created by the fact that the 
signal common of both channels is normally con
nected together at the device input and also inside 
the GENERATOR output. 

CMTST (common mode test) mode (Figure 9-4) 
permits the measurement of the common-mode re
jection ratio (cmer) of balanced-input devices with
out any cable changes from the normal connections 
used for all other tests. CMTST mode connects the 
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transformer secondary high side (in unbalanced con
figuration) to the center-Lap of a pair of precision 
malChed resistors between pins 2 and 3 (+ and - ba
nana jacks, or tip and ring of the phone jack). The 
series resisLance of the pair equals the selected gen
erator source resisLance. The transformer low side 
must be connected LO ground at signal frequencies; 
for the majority of common mode testing, this is 
done by selecting GND at the FLOAT/GND field 
on the GENERA TOR panel. For cases such as mea
suring the cmrr of microphone inpuLS which have a 
phanLOm power dc volLage present, it may be prefer
able to select FLO A T and to connect a large capaci
tor between COMMON and GROUND connectors 
on the generator connector panel. This will prevent 
current flow from the phantom power supply 
through the secondary of the generator output trans
former. The CMTST FLOAT connection could also 
permit the introduction of some other common 
mode signal in addition to the generator output, by 
connecting the other signal source between genera
tor COMMON and GROUND. Since CMTST 
mode uses half the transformer secondary, as does 
UNBAL mode, the maximum amplitude available is 
half that available in BAL mode. 

9.4.2. 600/150/50 

The source impedance selections available from 
generator are 600 Ohms, 150 Ohms, and 50 Ohms 
in BALanced and CMTST modes. In UNBAL
anced mode, 150 Ohms is not available and the low
est impedance selection changes from 50 to 25 
Ohms. If the European broadcast option version of 
hardware has been insLalled and the European mode 
of the software has been invoked at start-up, the gen
erator impedance choices will be 600 Ohms, 200 
Ohms, and less than 40 Ohms. 

9.4.3. FloatlGnd 

FLOAT mode opens all connections from System 
One's chassis ground to any point on the generator 
output transformer secondary. GND mode connects 
the COM banana jack (transformer center Lap when 
BALanced, transformer low side when UNBAL
anced) to chassis ground through a one ampere fuse 

located on the generator module circuit board. 
GND mode is not normally recommended when 
driving unbalanced devices due to the probability of 
ground loops. FLOAT mode may be used in con
junction with a separate conductor connected be
tween the generator COMMON connector and a 
ground on the device under test, for optimum noise 
rejection. 

9.5. Tone Burst Control 

The tone burst control section of the panel con
sists of the three lines labeled BURST ON, INTER
V AL, and LOW L VL. These lines will not be visi
ble (except by placing the cursor on them) unless 
SINE BURST, SINE TRIG, or SINE GATE is se
lected at the WAVEFORM line. SINE TRIG wilJ 
only cause the BURST ON and LOW L VL lines to 
appear; SINE GATE will only cause the LOW LVL 
line to be visible. 

The BURST ON field controls the duration of 
the higher-amplitude portion of a repetitive inter
nally-generated tone burst or an externally-triggered 
burst. The INTERVAL field controls the time from 
the start of one burst LO the start of the next during 
internally-generated repetitive burst operation. The 
LOW L VL field controls the amount by which the 
lower amplitude portions (between bursts) will be 
below the amplitude set in the AMPLITUDE field 
near the top of the panel. The values for each of 
these parameters may be entered and displayed in 
several uniLS. 

For more information on tone burst operation, 
see the BURST-SQUAREWAVE-NOISE GENERA
TOR chapter starting on page 20-1. 

9.6. Interactions 

The available range of amplitude (POST-EQ am
plitude in EQSINE mode) and frequency are inter
dependent with one another and with certain parame
ters of the output configuration and the specified 
value of load resiSLance (dBm/W REF). For exam
ple, the maximum value of open-circuit volLage is 
not available over the entire frequency range; the 
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maximum open circuit voltage available in UNBAL 
or CMTST modes is half that available in BAL 
mode; the maximum amplitude available in 
squarewave and noise modes is half that in 
sinewave modes; the maximum available power (in 
dBm or WallS units) depends not only on the fre
quency and balanced-unbalanced configuration, but 
on the generator source impedance and the specified 
load resistance. 

When making changes to AMPLITUDE, FRE
QUENCY, or one of the imerdependent configura
tion or impedance values, you may obtain the "Con
flict with Maximum Amplitude" or "Conflict with 
Maximum Frequency" warnings. Il may be that the 
combination of conditions you are allempting to 
achieve is available, but that you are temporarily re
questing an unavailable combination due to the se
quence in which you are making the changes; a dif
ferent order of change can then achieve your goal. 
For example, assume that you are operating at 10 
Vrms at 15 Hz and wish to change to 25 Vrms at 30 
Hz. Both are available combinations, but if you at
tempt to set 25 Vrms while still at 15 Hz, you will 
get a warning and no change. Changing the fre
quency first will then permit the amplitude to be in
creased to the desired level. 



1o. ANALYZER PANEL  

The ANALYZER panel, reproduced in Figure 10
I, controls the entire audio analyzer (analog mea
surements) section consisting of the L VF Level and 
Frequency Measurement Module, the PHA-L VF 
Dual Input and Phase Measurement Option (if pres
ent), the DIS Distortion Measurement Module, the 
IMD-DIS Intermodulation Distortion Analyzer Op
tion (if present), and the W &F-L VF Wow and Flut
ter Analyzer Option (if present). The choices avail
able at each of the multiple-choice fields are also 
shown in the figure. 

The analyzer includes four separate and indepen 
dent meters. These are the PHASE meter, the FRE
QUENCY counter, the LEVEL meter, and the 
READING meter. Their readings are displayed 
near the top of the ANALYZER panel. The 

PHASE meter always displays the phase difference 
between the signals present at the CHANNEL A 
and CHANNEL B inputs . The FREQUENCY 
counter always displays the frequency of the s ignal 
present at one of these inputs . The LEVEL voltme
ter always displays the amplitude of the signal at 
one of these inputs. 

The READING voltmeter is a flexible, mUltipur
pose meter which can measure and display in any of 
ten different functions if all the available measure
ment options (IMD and W &F) are filled; see below 
for a description of these ten functions . READING 
meter measurements are affected by choice of detec 
tors, filters, and (often) the BP/BR tunable filter. 

AMPLITUDE BANDPASS BANDREJECT ~ SMPTE CCIF DIM U+F Z-CHAN CROSSTALK 
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Figure 10-1 Analyzer Panel 
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Figure 10-2 shows the selection and display fields 
which affect only the READING meter measure
ments. 

Readings of the PHASE, FREQUENCY, and 
LEVEL meters are unaffected by any of these 
choices, since they measure signal prior to the cir
cuit location of these filters. Figure 10-3 shows the 
analyzer selection fields which affect all meters. 
These include the channel selection (A vs B) field at 
the top of the panel, detector reading rate, and the 
input connector, termination and range control fields 
for both channels A and B. See the analyzer block 
diagram in the ANALYZER AND GENERATOR 
HARDW ARE chapter for an understanding of lhe 
circuit location of these four meters . 

NAL'iZER= === 

MEASURE THD ... N 
RANGE AUTO 

READING % 

BP/BR FREQ AUTO 
DETECTOR RMS 
BANDWIDTH <10Hz >S00kHz 
FILTER OFF 

Figure 10-2 Analyzer Panel Fields Affecting Only 
the READING Meter 

10.1. Channel Selection and 
Principal Voltmeter Function 

At the top of the panel on the MEASURE line, 
Channel A or Channel B may be selected if the 
PHA-L VF option is present. The principal (READ
ING) voltmeter function is also selected on the 
MEASURE line from AMPLITUDE, BANDPASS, 
BANDREJECT, THD+N, SMPTE, CCIF, or DIM, 
plus CROSSTALK or 2-CHANNEL (serial numbers 
SYS 1-20300 and above only). With System One se
rial numbers below SYS 1-20300, only one channel 
may be measured at any instant and a dashed line 
will be displayed instead of the CROSSTALK and 2 
CHANNEL selections. Serial numbered units 
above SYS 1-20300 permit amplitude measurements 
of both channels simultaneously in CROSSTALK 
and 2-CHANNEL functions . 

.  AMPLITUDE is a normal audio voluneter 
mode. 

~NAL'iZER===~LOCAL= 

MEASURE A 

DETECTOR AUTO 

CHANNEL-A INPUT 100kR 
RANGE AUTO 

CHANNEL-B INPUT 100kR 
RANGE AUTO 

Figure 10-3 Analyzer Panel Fields Which Affect 
All Meters 
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·  BANDPASS uses the tunable filter module 
two-stage filter in selective bandpass mode; 
the filter has a bandwidth of approximately 
1/3 octave at the 3 dB points (Q of approxi
mately 4.3), with skirt rejection slopes of 12 
dB per octave. Center frequency tuning accu
racy is 3%. With serial numbers SYSI-20300 
and above, the BANDPASS filter meets 
ANSI Class II 1/3 Octave specifications. 

·  BANDREJECT (notch) mode also uses the 
Lunable two-stage filter, but in bandreject 
mode. BANDREJECT differs from THD+N 
in servo conLrol of the notch. In THD+N 
function, servo circuits constantly operate to 
tune the nOlch frequency for maximum rejec
tion of the signal fundamental frequency. In 
BANDREJECT mode, servos are disabled 
and the notch is Luned to the specified fre
quency with 3% accuracy. 

•  THD+N mode uses the tunable filter module 
two-stage notch filter, servo-conLrolled to auto
matically remove the fundamental component 
of the input signal so that the remaining har
monics plus noise may be measured. When 
any of the distortion ratio units (X/Y, %, dB, 
PPM) are used, the measurement of the 
READING meter through the notch filter is 
compared to the measurement of the LEVEL 
meter and the resulting computation is dis
played in the READING field. 

• SMPTE, CCIF, and DIM modes use the 
IMD-DIS option to measure intermodulation 
distortion products according to the selected 
standard. See the INTERMODULATION 
DISTORTION chapter for more details. 

·  W+F mode, if the wow and Outler option is 
present, measures to the IEC (DIN), NAB, 
and JIS standards plus wideband scrape Outler 
measurements. See the WOW AND FLUT
TER chapter for more details. 

•  CROSSTALK function is available only with 
serial numbers SYS 1-20300 and above. A 
dashed line displays instead of the CROSS
TALK function choice if hardware below se
rial SYS 1-20300 is connected. CROSSTALK 
function connects the principal voltmeter in 

bandpass mode to the channel selected at the 
top of the panel, to the left of MEASURE, 
and the LEVEL voltmeter and frequency 
counter to the alternate channel. The 
bandpass filter frequency is steered by the 
generator in generator-based sweeps and by 
the counter in EXTERN sweeps. If a ratio 
unit (X/y, %, dB, PPM) is selected, the num
ber displayed on the READING line is the 
ratio of the selected (non-driven) channel to 
the alternate (driven) channel. If an absoluLe 
unit (V, dBm, dEu, dBV, dBr, and W) is se
lected, the READING field displays the mea
Surement of the selected channel and the 
LEVEL field displays the measuremenl of the 
alternate channel. 

•  2-CHANNEL function is available only with 
hardware serial numbers SYS 1-20300 and 
above. A dashed line displays instead of the 
2-CHANNEL function choice if earlier hard
ware is connected. 2-CHANNEL function 
connects the principal voltmeter in amplitude 
mode to the channel selccted at MEASURE, 
and the LEVEL voltmeter and frequency 
counLer to the alternate channel. If one of the 
ratio units (X/Y, %, dB, PPM) is selected on 
the READING line, the number displayed on 
the READING line is the ratio of the selected 
channel (READING voluneter) to the alter
nate channel (LEVEL voluneter). With an ab
solute unit (V, dBm, dBu, dBV, dBr, and W) 
selected, the READING line displays ampli
tude of the selected channel and the LEVEL 
line displays amplitude of the alternate chan
nel. In bargraph display and 2-CHANNEL 
function (non-ratio unit selected at READ
ING), the READING and LEVEL may be se
lected as desired for DATA-I and DATA-2 to 
produce bargraphs of signal amplitude at 
both inputs simultaneously. 

The measurement in the function selected is dis
played by the bright digits to the right of the READ
ING label, and the units desired may be selected by 
the field at the right of the reading. Note that in 
THD+N, 2-CHANNEL, and CROSSTALK func
tions, both absolute units (V, dBm, dBu, dBV, dBr, 
and W) and ratio units (X/Y, %, dB, PPM) are avail
able. The choice of units on the ANALYZER panel 
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constrains the available unit selections on the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITION panel. Ratio units se
lected on the ANALYZER panel will permit only 
ratio units on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITION panel; 
absolute units on the ANAL YZER panel permit 
only absolute units on the SWEEP TEST panel. 
See the UNITS chapter for more details. 

10.2. Reading Meter Range Control 

The range amplifier of the principal (READING) 
voltmeter is autoranging when AUTO is selected on 
the RANGE line immediately below the MEASURE 
line, near the top of the ANALYZER panel. Peak
sensitive detectors will automatically select the 
proper range for maximum resolution, depending 
upon the signal amplitude following the tunable fil
ter module. See the analyzer block diagram in the 
ANAL YZER AND GENERATOR HARDWARE 
chapter. For information on how to fix the gain of 
the READING meter range amplifier, see the Range 
section at the end of this chapter. 

10.3. Other Measurement Functions 

The LEVEL line displays the data from a second 
voltmeter on the tunable filter module board. This 
second voltmeter continually monitors the analyzer 
signal input, prior to any LF filters, HF filters, or op
tional FILTERS. It always uses true rms detection. 
Units are selected in the field to the right of its data 
display. The LEVEL voltmeter lacks the full-range 
sensitivity of the AMPLITUDE function of the main 
voltmeter, but has somewhat wider bandwidth. At 
signal amplitudes below approximately 10 mV the 
LEVEL voltmeter will begin to lose high-frequency 
response. At amplitudes below approximately 1 
m V, its resolution will become a limiting factor in 
accuracy, even at mid-band frequencies. Thus, 
noise measurements and very low level signal mea
surements should always be made with the AMPLI
TUDE function of the main (READING) voltmeter. 
The READING meter maintains specified accuracy 
at any level, but becomes limited by its noise specifi
cation at signal levels below approximately 100 mi
crovolts (see specifications section of System One 
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brochure). The LEVEL voltmeter flatness is typi
cally better than the principal (READING) voltme
ter for wideband true rms measurements. 

The FREQUENCY line of the ANALYZER 
panel displays the frequency of the input signal. 
With hardware serial numbers below S YS 1-20300 
and in most functions with hardware above those se
rial numbers. the counter measures on the channel 
selected at the top of the ANAL YZER panel. In 2
CHANNEL and CROSSTALK functions with hard
ware serial numbers SYS 1-20300 and above. the 
counter measures the alternate channel. 

In BANDPASS, BANDREJECT or W+F func
tions with hardware sin SYS 1-20300 and above, 
when the analyzer BP/BR frequency is swept or 
fixed instead of AUTO, the counter is connected to 
the output of the BP/BR filter. This extends the 
counter usable sensitivity below 250 microvolts due 
to 12 dB gain in the filter and permits frequency 
measurements of one component of a complex sig
nal due to the filter selectivity. 

The actual measurement technique is a period av
erage measurement followed by a reciprocal calcula
tion in the analyzer microprocessor. The number of 
periods averaged is automatically selected as a func
tion of the reading rate currently in use and the sig
nal frequency being measured. The measurement 
may be expressed either in absolute units (Hz and 
kHz) or in a number of relative units with respect to 
the Freq REF value entered near the bottom of the 
panel; see the UNITS chapter for details. 

PHASE, if the PHA-L VF module is present and 
both channels are presented with signals above the 
phase measurement threshold of a few millivolts, 
displays the phase of the signal at the CHANNEL-B 
INPUT referred to the CHANNEL-A INPUT. Units 
are selected to the right of the measurement display. 

Input-output phase measurements of a device 
under test may be made by selecting GEN-MONitor 
instead of INPUT for the analyzer channel not con
nected to the output of the device under test. In ad
dition. both the A and B outputs of the generator 
module must be turned on. One channel of the 
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phase meter is thus connected to the generator out
put (device input) and the other to the device out
put , providing a measurement of device input-to-out
put phase shift. H high-gain devices are to be mea
sured, their required input amplitude for linear opera
tion may be less than the approximately 2 mV sensi
tivity of the phase meter. In this case, the signal at 
the BNC connector labeled MONITOR OUTPUT 
(GENERATOR AUXILIARY SIGNALS) can be 
connected to the CHANNEL-B connector to serve 
as the phase reference, instead of selecting GEN
MONitor at CHANNEL-B. This MONITOR OUT
PUT signal is a constant amplitude signal of approxi
mately 1 Volt, even when the generator outputs are 
at very low amplitudes. 

Either CHANNEL-A or CHANNEL-B may be se
lected as GEN-MONitor. System One software will 
automatically correct the phase measurements so 
that the GEN-MONitor channel is the reference and 
phase measurements are relative to it. If both chan
nels A and B are set to GEN-MONitor, channel A 
will again be the reference. The panel display range 
can be fixed in +/-180 degree display format (degl), 
-90 to +270 degree format (deg2), 0 to +360 degree 
format (deg3), or can be automatically selected as 
+/-180 degrees or 0-360 degrees, depending on the 
measured value (deg). 

Polarity testing may be performed with System 
One if the BUR-GEN module is present or another 
assymetrical (low duty cycle) tone burst signal is 
available. The signal must consist of a tone burst of 
approximately 30% duty cycle, with the leading 
edge of the burst sinewave being positive-going. 
All tone bursts from the BUR-GEN module are ini
tially positive-going. Polarity mode is selectable as 
a unit on the PHASE line of the ANALYZER 
panel, shown in Figure 10-4. When POL is se
lected, the PHASE indication can be only 0 or 
+ 180. The 0 indication shows that the measured sig
nal is positive-going; a + 180 indication indicates 
that a polarity reversal has occurred somewhere be
tween the generator output and the analyzer input. 

Polarity testing is a requirement when testing the 
wiring of mixing consoles, studios, and other sophis
ticated multi-channel audio systems to assure that 
no inadvertent cable transpositions have taken place. 

HAL YZER===LDCAL 

MEASURE A THD ..N 
RANGE AUTO 

READING % 

LEVEL U 
FREQUENCY Hz 
PHASE 

BP/BR FREQ -AUTO 
- ..... - ..... I">-,...~ "IITf) RM~ 

Figure 10-4 Analyzer Panel in Polarity Testing 
Mode 

10.4. Filter Frequency Control 

The BPIBR FREQ line permits control of the tun
ing of the bandpass/bandreject filter of the tunable 
filter module. Two modes are selectable-AUTO 
or Hz. In the AUTO mode, the filter will automati
cally be tuned to the generator frequency during fre
quency or amplitude sweeps where generator is the 
signal source. In sweeps with an EXTERNal source 
(such as the signal from a pre-recorded test tape or 
disk or a distant-origination signal), AUTO mode 
steers the filter to the frequency being measured by 
the analyzer frequency counter. In panel mode with 
AUTO selected, the filter is also steered by the an
alyzer frequency data if the LEVEL voltmeter read
ing is above approximately 8 millivolts; below that 
level, the filter will be locked to the last frequency 
measured by the frequency counter. 

When Hz is selected, the filter can be fixed-tuned 
to any frequency from 10 Hz to 200 kHz (+/-3%) 
by making a numeric entry in this field. If it is de
sired to transfer the present value of the FRE
QUENCY counter to this field, you may place the 
cursor on the BP/BR FREQ units (Hz) field and 
press <Enter>. When an ANLR BPIBR sweep is se
lected at SOURCE-lor SOURCE-2, it will take con
trol of the filter frequency during the sweep even if 
the ANALYZER panel selection was fixed at a spe
cific frequency. 
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10.5. Detector Selection 

The DETECTOR line pennils selection of read
ing rale and of any of five deteclor types in the prin
cipal (analyzer) voltmeler. The aClual hardware de
teclOr choices are RMS (true nns), A VG (average re
sponding, nns calibraled), Peak (peak responding), 
and Q-Pk (quasi-peak response confonning with 
CCIR Recommendation 468-4). 

The S-Pk "deleclor" uses the Peak detector hard
ware circuitry, but mulLiplies the measuremenl by 
0.7071 before display. It thus displays the ampli
lude of a sinewave which would have the same peak 
amplitude as the signal being measured. It is partic
ularly useful for expressing the oUlpul power of am
plifiers wilh stimulus from an intennodulation distor
tion lesl signal or olher non-sinusoidal signal. 
Using the S-Pk detector will show an amplifier's 
available power at clipping lO be essentially lhe 
same under sinewave or IMD waveform stimulus. 

With Q-Pk, Peak, or S-Pk selections, the display 
automatically holds the maximum value for approxi
malely 0.5 seconds, regardless of reading rate selec
lion. AI.I deleclors are linear even with signal crest 
factors as high as 7. 

The true RMS deleclor should be selected for ac
curale measurements when the signal is non-sinusoi
dal , such as a dislortion measuremenl or wide-band 
noise measurement. If the signal is sinusoidal or 
sharply band-limiled noise due to use of System 
One's BANDPASS mode or optional bandpass fil
lers for individual hannonic measuremenls, lhe 
A VG deleclOr will exhibil faster senling, less error 
al low frequencies, and less noise. 

10.6. Reading Rate 

With the RMS detector, there is an inherent rela
tionship between the fastest valid reading rale for 
full specified measurement accuracy and the lowest 
frequency component of the measured signal. 32 
readings per second should be used only for repeti
live signals fasler lhan approximalely 65 Hz. Simi
larly, 16 readings/sec is valid for 30 Hz and fasler, 8 
readings/sec for 20 Hz and fa sler, and 4 read-
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ings/sec for 10 Hz and fasler. These signal fre
quency limitalions pertain nOl only lO a single sine 
wave, but to the difference bel ween the lwo most 
closely spaced components of a complex signal. 
For example, when measuring THD+N at 35 Hz in 
an amplifier with significanl 60 Hz hum from the 
power mains, a 10Hz beal producl can exisl be
lween the power mains hum al60 Hz and the sec
ond harmonic al 70 Hz. Properly measuring the am 
plilude of the signal, including this 10 Hz beal, 
would require use of the 4 readings/sec detector se
lection. 

The field belween the DETECTOR label and the 
deleclOr lype selection controls the update rate of 
lhe four measurements (READING, LEVEL, FRE
QUENCY , and PHASE). The five selections are 
AUTO, 4/sec, 8/sec, 16/sec, and 32/sec. If any of 
lhe four fixed seleclions are chosen, the updale rale 
will be fixed al the selecled rale during all modes of 
operation. If AUTO is selected, a software algo
rithm Lakes control of the reading rale. This algo
rilhm selects 4/sec in panel mode and chooses appro
priale selections under other conditions depending 
upon the display mode, signal waveform being gen
erated, SOURCE-l and SOURCE-2 selection, analy
sis function , and generalor or bandpass filter fre
quency. See the "Auto and Fixed Sampling Rates" 
seclion of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS PANEL 
chapter for full infonnalion on these selections. De
leclor time constants are also swilched along with 
lhe reading rale. The AUTO algorithm also causes 
lhe 22 Hz high-pass filter to be selecled whenever 
lhe source frequency is above 60 Hz in a sweep. 

Reading rales fasler lhan the recommendations 
above may be used with some loss of accuracy, 
which may be an acceptable tradeoff in specific ap
plications. Rates slower than the AUTO selections 
are required in some applications, such as when 
using the LEVEL meter at very low amplitudes. 
AUTO mode is generally recommended except for 
special cases. During swepl frequency measure
ments wilh eXlernal sources , a fasler reading rate 
may nonnally be selected consislent wilh the lowesl 
frequency signal expecled al which accuracy is to 
be maintained. Fasler rates may be desirable for 
good infonnaLion feedback during equipmenl adjust
ments using bargraph display mode. 
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10.7. Bandwidth Control 

Both low and high frequency band limits of the 
principal (READING) voluneter are controlled from 
the BANDWIDTH line. The low frequency band 
limit is controlled from the field immediately after 
the BANDWIDTH label. With no filler selected, 
the lower 3 dB limit is <10 Hz (typically approxi
mately 4 Hz in amplitude modes and 6 Hz in 
THD+N or BAND-REJECT modes) . Three-pole 
high-pass filters at 22 Hz, 100 Hz, and 400 Hz are 
selectable. 

The right-hand field on the BANDWIDTH line 
similarly controls the upper band limit. With no fil
ters, the bandwidth is in excess of 500 kHz. Three
pole low-pass filters at 80 kHz or 30 kHz may be se
lected. The 22 kHz low-pass filler selection is made 
up of three poles at 22 kHz, cascaded with the three
pole 30 kHz filter. The resulting six-pole response 
above 30 kHz produces somewhat greater attenua
tion of signals such as the 44.1 kHz or 48 kHz sam
pling frequency in digital systems. 

In intermodulation distortion modes and wow 
and flutler modes, the bandwidth line becomes an in
dicator of detection bandwidth used in the selected 
mode. 

10.8. Optional Filters 

Optional FILTER capability on analyzers below 
s/n SYS 1-20300 consists of four sockets on the an
alyzer module circuit board. Units with serial SYS 1
20300 and above add a fifth socket plus front-panel 
BNC connectors for externally-connected filters. 
Optional filters made by Audio Precision may be 
plugged into the sockets. A blank circuit board is 
also offered for the sockets to allow user design and 
fabrication of custom filter designs. The AN
AL YZER panel shows the choices of OFF, # I, #2, 
#3, #4, #5 (s/n SYS \-20300 and higher only), EX
TERNAL (s/n SYSI-20300 and higher only), CCJR, 
CCIR-2K, and "A"WTG whether or not fillers are 
actually installed. Selecting an unoccupied socket 
will result in erroneous readings . 

1 0-7 

If a CCJR weighting filter is used , it must be in
stalled in socket # 1, nearest the rear panel of System 
One. If an A weighting filler is used it should be in
stalled in the #2 socket, second from the rear. 
When any filter (A-weighting or otherwise) is in
stalled in the #2 socket, it can be selected either 
with the #2 or the "A"WTG selection on the panel 
with identical results. 

If a filler is plugged into socket #1, however, the 
results will be different depending on whether it is 
selected on the panel as #1, CCIR, or CCIR-2K. 
The # I panel selec tion chooses the # 1 socket with 
unity gain, as is appropriate for all available filters 
except the CCJR weighting filter. The CCJR selec
tion also selects the #1 socket, but with a software
controlled gain factor of 12.22 dB (4:1 auenuation) . 
This value is required in conjunction with the actual 
electrical gain through the CCIR filler to produce 
unity gain at 1 kHz as specified in CCIR recommen
dation 468-4 and earlier. Selecting CClR-2K again 
selects the #1 socket, but with a software-controlled 
gain factor of 5.92 dB . This value produces the 
unity gain point at 2 kHz, as specified by DolbyTM 
for the CCIR-ARM noise measurement method (in 
conjunction with the A VG detector) . 

Other available filters include C-message and 
CCITT weighting filters, the recei ver bandpass filter 
(200 Hz to 15 kHz bandpass plus 19 kHz notch), 
and a precision 20 kHz band limiting filter with 
sharp rolloff .. 

The FBP-nnn family of bandpass filters are in
tended for individual harmonic distortion measure
ments, especially with tape recorders . For example, 
assume that a 1 kHz fundamental tone is recorded 
on tape and that 2 and 3 kHz filters (FBP-2000 and 
FBP-3000) are plugged into sockets #3 and #4. Se
lecting THD+N mode with no optional filters se
lected will produce a READING of total harmonic 
distortion plus noise. Further selecting socket #3 (2 
kHz bandpass) would produce a reading which is 
purely second harmonic. Selecting the #4 socket (3 
kHz bandpass) would provide a third harmonic read
ing. 
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10.9. Input Configuration 

The next two pairs of lines on the ANALYZER 
panel are input configuration controls for the chan
nel A and channel B input circuitry. Selections are 
independent for the two channels. The INPUT vs 
GEN-MONitor (vs AUXILIARY, on units sin SYS 1
20300 and above) selection chooses either the panel 
connectors (INPUT) or an internal cable to the corre
sponding generator output connector (GEN-MON
itor) to allow monitoring of the generator terminal 
voltage. An auxiliary input connector is added on 
units of serial number SYS 1-20300 and above and 
may be selected as an A channel input in addition to 
the INPUT and GEN-MONitor choices. 

The TERMination line permits selection of a 150 
Ohm or 600 Ohm input termination or the 100 
kilohm high impedance bridging input for the 
INPUT connector. A 300 Ohm selection replaces 
the 150 Ohm selection when the EURZ option is in
stalled and the software properly invoked at start
up. Since excessive power dissipation is a potential 
problem with the low impedance terminations, they 
will be automatically disconnected if the input sig
nal level exceeds approximately +32 dBu (30 
Volts). The GEN-MONitor connection does not 
load the generator, even if a termination has been se
lected for the INPUT connector. 

In all cases except the AUXILIARY input of 
units above serial SYS 1-20300, the input is fully bal
anced (differential). The AUXILIARY input is un
balanced due to use of a grounded-type (BNC) con
nector. 

Input RANGE will nearly always be left in the 
AUTO mode, though a manual range may be se
lected for certain specialized applications. The au
toranging control circuitry responds to the peak 
value of the input signal, rather than the rms or aver
age value as in other audio test equipment, prevent
ing overload and non-linearity on signals with high 
crest factors. Note that the input manual range se
lection (under CHANNEL-A and CHANNEL-B) 
fixes only the input auto-ranging circuitry. The 
range amplifier circuitry located later in the READ
ING meter circuitry can be fixed in the RANGE 
field near the top of the ANAL YZER panel. 
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The balanced inputs to the analyzer appear at 
pins 2 and 3 of the XLR connectors. When making 
adapter cables from the XLR connectors to unbal
anced connectors such as RCA phono or standard or 
miniature phone plugs and jacks, pin 2 of the XLR 
must be wired to the center conductor of the unbal
anced cable. Pin 3 of the XLR must be wired to the 
shell of the RCA phono or sleeve connection of the 
phone plug or jack. When stereo devices (balanced 
or unbalanced) are being tested, take care that the 
Left and right channeL cables between System One 
and the device are tightLy dressed together or even 
twisted to reduce the Loop area into which hum 
can be magnetically coupLed. 

A separate ground connection may be made from 
the chassis of the device under test to the GROUND 
connector on the analyzer input connector panel. If 
stimulus is also provided from System One, only 
one ground connection should be made between the 
device under test and System One. Experimentation 
may be required to see whether lower noise results 
with that connection made to the generator panel or 
the analyzer panel. 

10.10. Reference Values 

dBr REF is the zero dB reference for the dBr 
units of both the principal analyzer volLmeter and 
the LEVEL voltmeter. The default value at power
up is 387.3 millivolts, the voltage across a 150 Ohm 
resistor when one milliwall is being dissipated in 
the resistor. A new dBr value may be entered into 
the numeric entry field, or the present value of a 
measured parameter may be transferred to this field 
by pressing either the <F4> function key, or by 
pressing the <+> or <Del> key while the cursor is 
on the dBr numeric entry field. This capability is 
extremely convenient in setting the reference level 
for frequency response sweeps, gain and loss mea
surements, signal-to-noise ratio measurements, com
mon mode rejection ratio measurements, separation 
and crosstalk measurements, or other relative audio 
measurements. 
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When the <F4> key is pressed to set the dBr 
REF value, System One goes through the following 
priorities to determine which measurement will be 
entered into the dBr REF field: 

1. If the principal voltmeter (READING) 
has dBr units selected on the ANALYZER 
panel, use the principal voltmeter reading 

2. If the LEVEL voltmeter has dBr units se
lected on the ANALYZER panel, use the 
LEVEL voltmeter reading 

3. If the READING voltmeter is in AMPL
itude function or BANDPASS function or 
BANDREJECT function, use the principal 
voltmeter reading 

4. If the READING voltmeter is in THD+N 
function with Volts or dBm or dBu or dBV 
or dBr, use the principal voltmeter reading 

5. If both READING and LEVEL voltme
ters are set to OFF on the ANALYZER 
panel, use the principal voltmeter reading 

6. Otherwise, use the LEVEL voltmeter  
reading.  

Note that the dBr REF value is not instantly 
changed when the <F4> key is pressed. This is due 
to a 200 millisecond delay, plus the SETILING 
panel criteria (see SWEEP (F9) DEFlNITIONS 
chapter) being applied to the readings from the hard
ware, just as they are during graphic sweeps. This 
delay helps assure that stabilization is achieved after 
a test is loaded during a procedure, immediately be
fore the dBr REFerence is set. 

The dBr unit may be used in THD+N modes for 
applications such as expressing quantization distor
tion in digital systems in dB above the theoretical 
floor for the number of bits in the digital word . As
suming that the full-scale output voltage of the digi
tal device is known, the theoretical floor can be com
puted in the units desired and entered into the dBr 
REF field. Selecting dBr as the THD+N units will 
then provide a reading of "excess distortion" above 
the ideal value. If an actual THD+N reading is to 
be entered into the dBr REF field by pressing the 
<F4> key (case 4 in the priority list above), care 
must be taken that none of the higher priorities will 

override. Specifically, this means that dBr must not 
be selected as the LEVEL voltmeter unit, or case 2 
would be in effect. 

Units for the dBr REF value may be selected in 
the usual fashion by the field following the numeric 
field. 

The dBm/W REF field is used to enter the value 
of circuit impedance across which the analyzer 
input is connected so that power measurements 
(dBm or Watts) can be correctly computed. Any nu
meric value may be entered into this field . This 
entry is not automatically made or changed when se
lecting analyzer inputtennination values, since the 
analyzer has no way of knowing what external im
pedances may be in parallel with its input. If the se 
lected input impedance of System One cannot be ne
glected in comparison to external terminations, the 
parallel combination of the two must be computed 
and entered by the operator into the dBm/W REF 
field. 

The Freq REF field is used to enter a reference 
frequency which will be used in all relative fre
quency units. Typical applications include tape and 
disk player speed (drift) measurements, measure
ments of the frequency drift of an oscillator, mea
surements of the frequency error through frequency
division-multiplex equipment, measurement of the 
slope (in dB per octave or dB per decade) of a filter, 
and measurement of musical notes in the terminol
ogy used by instrument tuners. The Freq REF value 
may be entered into this field from the keyboard, or 
the presently-measured frequency from the analyzer 
frequency counter may be automatically entered by 
pressing <AIl><F4>. See the UNITS chapter for a 
discussion of the units. 

10.11. Range 

The System One analyzer has gain range switch
ing circuitry in three places. Each input channel, A 
and B, has switchable allenuators and gain stages 
immediately following the input connectors. The 
READING meter also has switchable gain stages 
prior to the low-pass, high-pass, and optional filters 
(see Figure 32-1 on page 32-2 of the Analyzer and 
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Generator Hardware Chapter). For the majority of 
System One operation, these three gain-control 
blocks should be left under AUTO control. 

There are two reasons why selecting a fixed gain 
range may be desirable; speed, and transient-free 
MONITOR OUTPUT signals. During AUTO range 
operation, significant time is required for the au
torange circuitry to detect that the signal is outside 
the optimum range for the present settings and to 
change the range. Changing is then normally ac
complished one step at a time. The time required 
depends upon the reading rate, which in tum nor
mally depends upon signal frequency and thus be
comes longest with low frequency signals. A com
mon case is when signal is removed and restored, ei
ther because the generator output is turned off and 
on or when one device is disconnected and another 
connected. When signal is removed in AUTO range 
mode, the instrument sensitivity is automatically in
creased one step at a time until the most sensitive 
range is reached . When signal is restored, the sensi
tivity is decreased one step at a time until the opti
mum range is found for the signal. The period of 
time required may be many hundreds of millisec
onds or even more than one second. 

With fixed ranges, this autoranging time is elimi
nated. The risk of a fixed range is that the signal 
may move outside that range. If the signal ampli
tude increases above the range maximum, clipping 
can occur in the analyzer amplifiers with severe am
plitude errors, increased distortion, and apparent fre
quency multiplication resulting. If the signal ampli
tude decreases below the range minimum, the ef
fects are less catastrophic but distortion and noise 
measurement performance will be limited and below 
instrument specifications as the signal approaches 
the instrument internal noise levels. 

Note in Figure 32-1 on page 32-2 that the CHAN
NEL A and CHANNEL B MONITOR OUTPUT 
BNC connectors follow the input ranging circuits 
and the READING MONITOR OUTPUT BNC con
nector follows the READING meter selectable gain 
stage. As the signal amplitude rises or falls, the sig
nal present at these BNC connectors tends to remain 
at a relatively constant amplitude but with sudden 
transient changes each time a range is switched. If 
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these transients are undesirable for a particular moni
toring purpose, or if it is desired that the signal at 
these connectors linearly follows the input signal up 
and down, the ranges can be fixed. It is not neces
sary to fix the range of the READING meter gain 
amplifier in order to eliminate transients from the 
CHANNEL A and B MONITOR OUTPUTS, but 
both the INPUT RANGE for the channel in use and 
the READING RANGE must be fixed to eliminate 
transients at the READING MONITOR OUTPUT. 

For improved speed or to eliminate MONITOR 
OUTPUT transients, it may be preferable to lock 
any or all of these circuit blocks into fixed gain 
ranges. Each input channel range block is con
trolled by the right-hand field following the 
RANGE label, on the line below the CHANNEL-A 
and CHANNEL-B labels. The READING meter 
channel gain amplifier may be fixed (in most func
tions and modes) by the right-hand field on the 
RANGE line immediately below the MEASURE 
label near the top of the analyzer panel. 

If any of these fields is changed from the normal 
AUTO selection, the gain of the circuit block con
trolled will be fixed at the present value (which had 
been automatically selected depending upon the sig
nal or noise amplitude present at the time). Thus, 
the easiest way to specify a fixed range is to apply a 
signal to the analyzer inputs at the absolute maxi
mum level which can occur for the particular test to 
be made. Then, change the field(s) from AUTO 
and save the test with the resulting value stored. To 
select other fixed-range values, the cursor can be 
placed in the field to the immediate left. In the 

.. dB r.iI!IIll 
Measur~nt range units 

AL'iZER - dB 

MEASURE A THD+rt _1IilIim IE!l!II ~
RAHGE '~ IIfdI!II Dm!I!II  
READIHG % lZiB!liII [IDII 
lI'lJEL  lJ III!II!lII ~ 

Hz IIGBL'I ~ 
1m!EI~ 

Figure 10-5 READING Meter Gain Amplifier Gain 
Fixing Fields and Selections 
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cases of the two INPUT channels, a variety of ampli
tude units is selectable and any desired signal ampli
tude may be typed into the field, followed by 
<Enter> . The software will then select and display 
the most sensitive range which will not be over
loaded by a signal of that amplitude. 

For the READING channel, only a small number 
of gain ranges are selectable (see Figure 10-5). This 
gain value may be displayed either in dB or as a 
gain ratio with the "*" unit. The <+> and <Del> 
keys may be used to scan up or down through the 
available gain ranges. In AMPLITUDE and 2
CHAN functions, the available gain ratios are 1,4 , 
16,64, and 256 (gains of 0.00, +12.04, +24.08, 
+36.12, and +48.16 dB). In all remaining READ
ING meter functions except W &F, an additional 
1024 gain value (+60.21 dB) is available. In the 
W&F function only AUTO is permiued because the 
analyzer operates in a single range. 
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11. SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS PANEL  

Much of tile power of System One comes from 
its easy setup and use of sweeps of frequency or am
plitude, or measurements versus Lime. The parame
ters for these tests are controlled from tile SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel section . 

11.1. Stimulus and Horizontal Axis 
Control 

Near tile bOllom of tile SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel, on tile SOURCE-l line, you can se
lect GEN, ANLR, SWI, DCX, DSP, or EXTERN as 
Lhe stimulus source for a sweep Lest. GEN and 
ANLR are tile System One generator and analyzer, 
respectively. SWI refers to tile SWR-122 family of 
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(green) line on graph , 
2nd column with 
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(yeUow) I ine on 
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System One switching modules. DCX refers to tile 
DCX-127 module. DSP is the Digital Signal Pro
cessing Module . EXTERN is for use with external 
sources such as pre-recorded test tones from a com
pact disc or test tape, or a test signal originating at a 
distant location. EXTERN mode is also used for 
TIME (chart recorder) measurements. 

11.1.1. Source-1 Generator 

When GEN is selected, subsidiary choices in the 
field to tile right may be made from FREQuency 
sweeps, AMPLitude sweeps, or NONE (a single 
point measurement witil tabular display). If tile 
BUR-GEN option is installed, the three further 
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within one test ("nested sweep") 
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Figure 11-1 Sweep (F9) Definitions Panel 
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choices ofTB-ON, TB-lNT, and TB-LVL will be ef
fective. TB-ON sweeps the tone burst on time, TB
INT sweeps the tone burst interval, and TB-L VL 
sweeps the amplitude of the lower level of the burst 
signal. See the BURST-SQUAREWA VE-NOISE 
GENERA TOR chapter for more details. 

Frequency sweeps using the generator as the 
source are made by selecting GEN FREQ as 
SOURCE-I. The software will vary the frequency 
according to the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel. 
The amplitude setting and all other conditions set up 
on the generator panel will be maintained, unless 
EQSINE mode is selected on the GENERATOR 
panel or GEN AMPL is selected at SOURCE-2 (see 
nested sweeps, below). If the EQSINE mode is se
lected or a nested sweep is being run, the generator 
amplitude will also be controlled. Similarly, ampli
tude sweeps with the generator use the SWEEP (F9) 
DEFINlTIONS panel for amplitude control but 
maintain frequency and all other conditions as set 
on the generator panel, unless GEN FREQ is se
lected at SOURCE-2. A test made with the NONE 
selection will take a single point measurement at the 
amplitude and frequency conditions set on the GEN
ERA TOR panel. The NONE selection automati
cally produces tabular output if either MONO
GRAPH or COLOR-GRAPH is selected for DIS
PLAY. 

11 .1.2. Source-1 Analyzer 

With the ANLR choice, the sweepable parameter 
is the frequency of the DIS-I bandpassibandreject 
filter (BPBR) in BANDPASS or BANDREJECT 
modes. NONE can also be selected with ANLR for 
a single-point measuremenL 

11.1.3. Source-1 Switcher 

A number of modes are available for switcher 
control when SWI is selected; see the SWITCHER 
chapter for more information. 
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11.1.4. Source-1 DCX 

The DCX selection can produce sweeps of either 
variable DC output of the DCX-127 or of the paral
lel digital output word of the DCX-127. See the 
DCX-127 chapter for more details. 

11.1.5. Source-1 DSP 

The DSP selection choices depend upon the par
ticular Digital Signal Processing program 
downloaded to the DSP module. See the Digital 
Signal Processor chapter and the documentation 
with each individual DSP program for more details. 

11.1.6. Source-1 External 

Under the EXTERNal source selection, FREQ
uency sweeps, LEVEL sweeps, or TIME ("chart re
corder" mode) may be selected. The units available 
on the START and STOP lines are those appropri
ate to the independent variable (FREQ, LEVEL, 
TIME, switcher channel, etc.) and choices are made 
from among them just as on the GENERATOR or 
ANAL YZER panels. 

11.1.7. Other Source-1 Parameters 

The # STEPS parameter allows control over the 
resolution of the stimulus in the test. # DIVS gives 
control over the number of division lines (tic marks) 
in LINear modes; in LOG modes, a standard loga
rithmic set of division lines will always be used. In 
linear sweep modes with MONO-GRAPH display, 
the maximum number of horizontal divisions select
able is 13 except during SWItcher scans, when up 
to 25 divisions may be selected (plus the single case 
of 30 divisions). Entering 0 for the # DIVS will 
cause the software to make an automatic selection. 
In COLOR-GRAPH display with the low resolution 
CGA displays and linear sweep, the automatic selec
tion mode is always used except for SWItcher 
scans, when up to 25 divisions may be selected. 
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Frequency and amplitude sweeps may be made 
from high to low or low to high, and the switchers 
may be scanned in either direction. Measurements 
versus TIME (chart recorder mode) must be in the 
direction of increasing time. Direction is controlled 
by selecting the end points appropriately on the 
START and STOP lines. For most applications, fre
quency sweeps from high to low are preferred since 
most real world devices and System One settle 
faster at high frequencies. Though sweeping from 
high to low does not always reduce the total sweep 
time, it provides more data on the screen quickly to 
begin interpretation of while the low frequency por
tion of the sweep is being completed. 

Low to high frequency sweeps may be preferred 
when phase is being graphed with the deg (degrees) 
or rad (radians) units selected on the SWEEP (F9) 
DEFINITIONS pane\. When plotting with either of 
these units, System One software automatically adds 
multiples of 360 degrees to phase measurements as 
required to obtain a continuous graph even through 
many complete phase rotations. Starting at low fre
quency may be advantageous since phase delay 
through a system may be less at low than at high fre
quencies (unless the system includes high-pass filter
ing). If this automatic plotting of phase as a continu
ous function is not desired, the units on the SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel may be selected as degl 
(fixed ±180 degree range), deg2 (fixed -90 to +270 
degree range), or deg3 (fixed 0 to 360 degree 
range). Fixing the phase range as degJ may be par
ticularly valuable when using Bargraph mode to dis
play phase error while adjusting tape head azimuth 
on tape recorders . 

START and STOP values in EXTERNal sweep 
mode (see below) must be selected to correspond 
with the direction of sweep of the external source, 
since System One avoids retrace effects by not plot
ting the line between data points when transitions 
occur in the direction opposite to that implied by the 
START and STOP values; see the External Sweep 
section below for more details. 

11.2. Generator Sweeps and 
Analyzer Filter Sweeps 

Generator frequency or amplitude sweeps and an
alyzer bandpass/bandreject filter frequency sweeps 
are not truly continuously-varying analog sweeps, 
but a series of fixed points. 

11.2.1. System-Computed Sweeps 

If the SWEEP TABLE feature is OFF, or if no 
test file has been named as the SWEEP SOURCE, 
the system will compute all intermediate values for 
sweeps. (See the Table-Based Sweeps section 
below for an alternative method.) 

The STEP TYPE may be selected from LOG or 
LIN. With LOG selected, the span between the 
START and STOP points will be divided into the 
number of logarithmically equal (constant multi
plier) steps specified by the # STEPS value. If 
LOG is selected but zero or a negative number en
tered for either the START or STOP value, the sys
tem will default to LIN since the logarithm of zero 
and negative numbers is not defined. The sweeping 
device (generator or analyzer filter) will then pro
ceed through them. LIN.operation is similar except 
that the span between START and STOP is divided 
into arithmetically equal steps. In LIN operation, 
the START and STOP values will exactly determine 
the limits of the graph. In LOG mode, the graph 
limits will always be set to significant figures of 1, 
2,3,5, or 8. 

The number of steps desired can be entered on 
the # STEPS tine. Note that the number of stimulus 
and measurement points will be one greater than the 
number of steps. For example, if you select # 
STEPS as J, two points will be generated (START 
value and STOP value). Zero steps can be specified 
to produce a single measurement point at the 
START value of the "sweep", though selecting 
NONE as the sweep parameter is generally the pref
erable way of obtaining single point measurements. 

Generator frequency and analyzer BP/BR filter 
frequency sweeps can also be made in relative fre
quency units rather than absolute Hz and kHz. Gen
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erator relative frequency sweeps are with respect to 
the number in the REFS Freq field of the GENERA
TOR panel. Analyzer relative frequency sweeps are 
with respect to the number in the REFS Freq field 
of the ANALYZER panel. Acoustical analysis 
work can be simplified, for example, by sweeping 
the analyzer 1/3 octave filter in 1/3 octave steps by 
selecting OCTS instead of Hz/kHz as SOURCE-1 
units and choosing the START, STOP, and # 

STEPS values properly. For example, with START 
at +2 OCTS and STOP at -2 OCTS, 12 STEPS will 
produce 1/3 octave steps across that 4-octave span. 
The BP ASS noise mode or sine wave of the genera
tor can be similarly stepped in fractional octave or 
fractional decade steps of any desired size. 

With the standard memory space allocation proce
dure and a computer with sufficiently large mem
ory, the upper limit on the # STEPS which can be 
saved or re-plotted is 1089. For any specific com
puter size and memory space allocation, press 
<Esc> <H> to display the HELP panel, which will 
show the maximum number of steps available. 
Sweeps may be run on-screen (and printed to paper) 
with a larger number of steps than the maximum 
shown, but saving the test or re-plotting via the 
<F7> key will only save or re-plot the initial portion 
of the sweep up to the maximum limit. Larger num
bers of steps, up Lo 16,000 maximum, can be accom
modated by reducing the size of memory allocations 
for other buffers. See the Controlling Memory 
Usage section of the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM 
SOFfWARE START -UP PROCESS chapter for 
more details . 

The optimum number of steps to select is a trade
off between time and data detail. A larger number 
of steps will take more test time and produce more 
detailed data. For distortion versus frequency 
sweeps of typical devices from 20 Hz to 20 kHz, 10 
to 30 steps is usually adequate. Frequency response 
measurements of relatively fiat devices such as most 
power amplifiers can also be shown adequately with 
30 steps or less, while frequency response measure
ments of equalizers, loudspeakers, and similar de
vices with rapidly-changing response may profit by 
75 to 100 steps or even more. 

A practical upper limit on the number of steps 
for graphic display is set by the graph size and the 
graphic resolution of the computer display system; 
in CGA color displays, about 255 points (200 if two 
parameters are being graphed) is the horizontal 
graphic resolution limit; in EGA and VGA color 
graphics, monochrome graphics with a CGA sys
tem, or the Toshiba 3100 orange monochrome dis
play, about 575 points (520 with two parameters 
graphed) is the horizontal graphic limit; and with 
the Hercules high-resolution monochrome graphics, 
about 615 points (560 with two parameters) is the 
horizontal graphic resolution limit. (The principal 
advantage of the Hercules card is 348 point vertical 
resolution compared to 200 vertical points with the 
CGA card.) 

11.2.2. Table-Based Sweeps 

System One also supports table-based sweeps. 
This feature may most commonly be used in produc
tion test applications, when it is desired to test at cer
tain exact points across the frequency or amplitude 
range being tested. This may be desirable as a time 
saving technique if, for example, high detail of fre
quency response is critical at certain portions of the 
spectrum (such as at band edges) but response is 
non-critical or simply unlikely to vary across other 
areas, such as mid-band. Another application of 
table-based sweeps is in testing graphic equalizers, 
real time analyzers, or other filter-bank devices; the 
table can consist of the specified center frequencies 
for each filter in the bank. 

Table-based sweeps make use of the STEP 
TABLE ON/OFF line and the Names Sweep menu 
command. The Edit Data and Save Sweep capabili
Lies are normally used to create a sweep (.SWP) file 
to be used as the sweep source table. 

The simplest method of creating a sweep source 
table is to set up the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS 
panel for the type sweep (FREQuency or AMPL
itude) desired, specifying the W1its you wish to use 
in the table, and with a # STEPS value equal to one 
less than the number of values you plan to have in 
the table. It is also convenient, though not critical, 
Lo select as the START and STOP values those num
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bers which you plan to have as the end values in the 
table . Press <F9> to run a test in this condition, 
then press <Esc> EDIT DATA to bring the tabular 
listing of that sweep into the edit buffer. 

You may now replace the computer-generated in
termediate values with the specific values you wish 
to have in your table; if you specified the START 
and STOP points correctly on the SWEEP (F9) DEF
INITIONS panel, you will not need to change them. 
The values should be monotonic (proceeding contin
uously from high to low or low to high, with no re
versals) if the test which will use the table wiU be 
graphed or will have comparison limits attached . 
Data entries in the second and third columns are ir
relevant; they will not be used when this xx .SWP 
file is being used as a sweep source table. It is nec
essary, however, for the second and third columns 
to have either units or OFF listed as column heads. 
It is also necessary for each value in a column 
(other than the last column) to be followed with a 
comma to delimit it from the followjng value on the 
same row. SAVE the SWEEP, specifying a file 
name which will remind you of its intended use; the 
xx.SWP extension will be added automatically. 

Now, go to panel mode and create the test which 
will use this table. If the test is a generator-based 
sweep, set up the GENERATOR panel for the other 
major generator parameter (AMPLITUDE if your 
table controls frequency, FREQUENCY if your 
table controls amplitude). Select the generator out
put configuration plus all analyzer conditions, and 

sec V 
0.003861944, 10.030220990, 
0.114436939, 10.030220990, 
0.212567880, 10.030220990, 
0.311074286, 10.033402440, 
0.409339338, 10.030220990, 
0.507604360, 10.033402440, 
0.605869412, 10.033402440, 
0.704241752, 10.033402440, 
0 .802506804, 10.030220990, 
0 .900771856, 10.033402440, 
1.031863451, 10.033402440, 

Figure 11-2 Time Measurement Example 

the remainder of the sweep definitions panel. Set 
STEP TABLE to ON. Note that while the STEP 
TYPE LOG/LIN line will not conlrol the relation
ship between actual swept values when a table is in 
use, it will determine whether the horizontal axis of 
the graph (if graphic display is selected) will be log
arithmic or linear. Similarly, the START and STOP 
values will conlrol the calibration of the horizontal 
graph axis, even though the actual points at which 
testing is done are controlled by the table and may 
be within or outside the span covered by START 
and STOP. If DISPLA Y TABULAR will be se
lected, START and STOP are irrelevant as long as 
they are not equal. 

When the panel is set up for the test, use <Esc> 
and the Names Sweep menu command to specify as 
the sweep source table the xx.SWP file you created 
for the table. You may now Save Test under an ap
propriate name. Whenever this test is loaded and 
run, it wiU use the values from the sweep source 
xx.SWP file specified instead of the START and 
STOP values and computed intermediate sweep 
points. If you copy tests to other disks or sub-direc
tories on a hard disk, remember to keep the sweep 
source table on the same disk or directory as the 
xx.TST file which calls it, or specify the full path 
with the name. Otherwise, an error message will re
sult and the test will not run. 

11.2.3. Measurements Versus Time 

Measurements versus TIME do not override any 
settings of the generator or analyzer panels. They 
simply cause a sampling of the DAT A-I and DA TA
2 parameters (see below) across the total time inter
val specified by START and STOP. The exact 
times at which measurements will be made depends 

sec V 
0.026309493, 10.029823300, 
0.288385361, 10.031414030, 
0.550702631, 10.031811710, 
0.812644362, 10.031414030, 
1.074961662, 10.031811710, 

Figure 11-3 Time Example, Low Reading Rate 
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on the choices of # STEPS and START and STOP 
times on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel, the 
reading rate selected on the ANALYZER panel, and 
the number of data samples and the settling toler
ances and resolutions selected on the SWEEP SET
TLING panel. An example may be the best way to 
explain these relationships. If a START time of 0 
and STOP time of 1 second are selected and 10 is 
entered as # STEPS, the system will attempt to take 
eleven measurements with the first near zero time, 
the second at one hundred milliseconds, etc. If a 
reading rate of 32/sec is selected on the AN
ALYZER panel and if SETTLING is turned OFF on 
the SWEEP SETTLING panel, the actual sample 
times will vary between the exact specified instants 
and approximately 1/32 second later. Figure 11-2 
shows the EDIT DATA results of such an EXTERN 
TIME measurement, with the actual times lagging 
the specified by amounts ranging from as little as 
0.77 milliseconds to as much as 31.8 milliseconds. 
Note that the displayed resolution does not indicate 
an equivalent absolute accuracy. 

If a slower reading rate, such as 4/sec, were se
lected, the actual samples could lag the ideal times 
by as much as 1/4 second. In this case, eleven sam
ples would not be taken. The system will take the 
first available sample after time zero, but each sam
ple at the 4/sec rate will inhibit the taking of some 
of the succeeding samples. In the 4 readings/sec ex
ample of Figure 11-3, the nominal 0.1 second sam
ple did not occur until 0.288 seconds due to the ap
proximate 1/4 second (actually 262 milliseconds in 
this case) interval between samples. This elimi
nated the nominal 0 .2 second sample; the nominal 
0.3 second sample was taken at 0.55 seconds, elimi
nating any possibility of the 0.4 and 0.5 second sam
ples; the nominal 0.6 second sample occurred at 
0 .812 seconds, and the nominal 1.00 second sample 
occurred at 1.07 seconds. 

If settling is nottumed OFF on the SWEEP SET
TLING PANEL, an additional time element will be 
introduced as the system compares consecutive data 
points with one another and with the specified TOL
ERANCE and RESOLUTION values to assure that 
data is settled before retaining a sample; see the 
SWEEP SETTLING section later in this chapter for 
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a fuller description of this feature. It is likely that 
in many TIME measurements, settling will be 
turned OFF. 

The <FlO> (pause) key, during TIME measure
ments, only inhibits the taking of measurements; it 
does not delay the generation of triggers to the 
elapsed time clock. When <FIO> is operated again 
to permit graphing, the computer will begin measur
ing and graphing at a point determined by the time 
between operations of <FlO>, not at the time-zero 
point on the graph. 

11.3. Measurement Parameters and 
Vertical Axis Control 

The DATA-I and DATA-2 lines at the upper and 
central portions of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS 
panel permit selection of analyzer (ANLR), genera
tor (GEN), DCX-127 (DCX), or digital signal pro
ceSSor (DSP) parameters to be plotted. If ANLR is 
chosen, any of the four measured parameters at the 
top of the ANALYZER panel may be plotted, and 
the graphic coordinates may be selected for display 
of those measurements. The measurement parame
ter selected at DATA-I (at the top of the SWEEP 
panel) will be graphed by a solid line (green on a 
color display) and calibrated at the left side of the 
graph, with the grid drawn across the entire graph. 
The parameter selected at DATA-2 (at the center of 
the SWEEP panel) will be drawn with a dashed line 
(monochrome) or yellow line (color), and calibrated 
with a narrow column of tic marks at the right edge 
of the graph. It is also possible to plot two mea
sured parameters versus one another as an x-y plot; 
see the section "Plotting Versus Measured Parame
ters" below for details. 

The choices of analyzer (ANLR) parameter to be 
plotted as DATA-lor DATA-2 are RDNG, 
LEVEL, FREQ, PHASE, and NONE. RDNG refers 
to the main analyzer measurement voltmeter whose 
measurements are displayed on the READING line 
on the ANALYZER panel. The function of this 
meter may be set to AMPLITUDE, BANDPASS, 
BANDREJECT, THD+N, SMPTE, CCIF, DIM, 
W &F, CROSSTALK, or 2-CHANNEL (if the appro
priate hardware options and versions are installed). 
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LEVEL refers to the LEVEL voluneter on the DIS
I module, which continuously moniLOrs the input 
signal prior to any filtering. FREQ and PHASE are 
the analyzer frequency counter and phase meter, re 
spectively. Polarity test display is via the PHASE 
selection . When POL is selected as the phase 
"unit" on the ANALYZER panel, only POL units 
are available at OATA-l or OATA-2. 

Generator amplitude may also be plolled as 
OATA-I or OATA-2 by selecting GEN instead of 
ANLR in the field following OAT A-n, then select
ing AMPL or INV AMP as the generator parameter 
to be plolled, with appropriate units. IL is useful to 
plot generator amplitude if it is not held constant 
during sweep tests, such as in the REGULATION 
mode (see the REGULATION chapter) or in the 
equalized sweep mode (see the EQUALIZATION 
chapter). Selection of INVAMP causes dBr to be 
ploued. This is useful in REGULATION mode 
when measuring frequency response of a system at 
constant output by varying the generator amplitude. 
To produce a conventional frequency response 
graph, the inverse of generator amplitude must be 
ploued since a gain fall-off of the device under test 
will require more generator amplitude in order to 
hold output constant. 

When OCX is selected at OATA-I or OATA-2 
(or HOR-AXIS or STEREO instead of OATA-2), 
further selection may then be made of the OCX -127 
digital voltmeter (OMM) or digital input (DIG IN). 
The voluneter selection will graph voltage or resis
tance, depending on which function is selected on 
the OCX-I27 panel. See the OCX-127 chapter for 
more details. 

When OSP is selected at OAT A-lor OATA-2, 
the further selections for parameter lO be plotted are 
totally dependent upon the particular OSP program 
which has been downloaded LO the OSP module. 
See the documentation for each OSP program for de
tails. 

The fields LO the right of GRAPH TOP and BOT
TOM permit setting the graph's upper and lower 
boundaries. Units of display for each parameter 
may be selected from those appropriate for the pa
rameter being measured. The units selected on the 

sweep panel for display on the graph are indepen
dent of the units selected for numeric display of the 
same parameter on the ANALYZER panel, with the 
exception of absolute versus relative units in distor
tion modes, CROSSTALK mode, and 2-CHANNEL 
mode. For graphic display in one of the relative 
units (%, dB, PPM, or X/Y), a relative unit must be 
selected on the ANALYZER panel. For graphic dis
play of absolute units, (Volts, dBm, dEu, dBV, dBr, 
W) an absolute unit must be selected on the AN
AL YZER panel. 

LOG or LIN vertical display may be selected; 
LIN is automatically chosen if the GRAPH TOP or 
BOTTOM value is zero or negative. The # DIVS 
(which functions only with LIN vertical displays) 
controls the number of divisions into which the 
graph will be divided. A 0 entry causes an auto-divi
sion-mark selection . The maximum number of divi
sions is 20. With LIN selected, the graph lOp and 
bottom lines will be exactly the values specified in 
GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM. In LOG mode, the 
graph top and bottom will always be lines with sig
nificant figures oj 1, 2, 3, 5, or 8. 

11.4. Graphic and Tabular Display 

At the very bOllom of the screen, select DIS
PLAY MONO-GRAPH, COLOR-GRAPH, TABU
LAR, or NONE. 

In COLOR-GRAPH mode with a CGA display 
system, because of the lower resolution of the color 
graphics card in the computer, larger alphanumeric 
characters are required for legibility. The size of 
these characters forces the omission from color 
graphs of several pieces of information displayed on 
monochrome graphs. These include the title 
(AUDIO PRECISION unless changed via the 
Names Title function), the test name, and the date 
and time. The actual graph area of CGA color 
graphs is also smaller than monochrome and the 
graphic resolution is poorer. EGA and VGA 
COLOR-GRAPH displays do not sacrifice detail for 
character size for color due to their higher resolu
tion capability. Color graphs are attractive and are 
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simpler to interpret when two variables are plotted 
onto the same graph , since each is plotted in a differ
ent color. 

When you are using a color clisplay but printing 
hard copy with a monochrome printer, you will 
probably wish to change the DISPLA Y selection to 
MONO-GRAPH before doing the printout in order 
to have the additional inrormation, solid line vs 
dashed line data discrimination, and higher resolu
tion (ir CGA display system) on the hard copy. See 
Figure 11-5 and Figure 11-4 to compare printout of 
the same graph on a CGA system with the DIS
PLA Y in MONO-GRAPH versus COLOR-GRAPH. 

DISPLA Y TABULAR will produce a tabular list
ing on screen as a test runs, showing the indepen
dent value and the one or two measured values, plus 
any out-of-limit readings if limit files are attached 
to the test (see the ACCEPTANCE TEST LIMITS 
chapter). Tabular display is automatically selected 
if single-point measurements are made using either 
the GEN NONE or ANLR NONE selections for 
SOURCE-I . 

DISPLAY NONE is intended principally for pro
duction test or other applications with non-techni
cally-skilled operators who would not be able to in
terpret either graphic or tabular displays. The 
screen will be blank except for a message showing 
that the test is in progress or has completed. DIS
PLA Y NONE also slightly shortens test time. 

11.5. Running Tests 

To make a sweep test and graph, press function 
key <F9> or <Esc> Run Tesl. You may interrupt a 
sweep to return to the panel by pressing the <Enter> 
key . A sweep may be interrupted and re-started 
onto the same graph by pressing key <F9>. You 
can cause a sweep to pause by operation of <FlO> 
and to resume by another operation of <FlO>. The 
grid can be pre-drawn but actual testing delayed by 
pressing <F9> , followed immediately by <FlO>; 
this permits synchronizing to some external signal 
source such as a compact disk or tape player, by not 
starting actual data acquisition until the test tones 
begin on the device being tested. <F7> (or <Esc> 

Run Graph) will retrieve the data of the most re
cently made test, even if you have gone to the panel 
and changed measurement or graphic parameters in 
the meantime. <F9> will then run the test again. 

11.6. Graphic Cursors 

With a graph displayed on screen (except with 
CGA color displays), pressing either the left or right 
arrow key will cause a graphic cursor and numeric 
display areas to display on screen. These numeric 
display blocks show the exact value(s) at the inter
section of the cursor and the DAT A-I (and DAT A
2, if used) curves on screen. The right-hand nu
meric display shows the exact horizontal location of 
the cursor (independent variable in most cases). 
The left-hand numeric display is the vertical inter
section of the cursor with the DATA- I display line. 
If DATA-2 (or HOR-AXIS or STEREO) is in use, 
the center numerical display shows the value of that 
variable. 

The left arrow causes the cursor to first appear at 
the right edge of the screen, then move to the left 
(downwards numerically) through the data points. 
The right arrow causes the cursor to appear at the 
left edge and move upwards through the display. 
The cursor will move to and display only actual 
data readings; it does not interpolate between data 
points. Holding down the <Ctr!> key while press
ing the arrow keys (in the numeric keypad only, not 
the separate arrow keys on WI-key keyboards) 
causes the cursor to move in steps of five data 
points. Holding down the <Shift> key while press
ing the arrow keys (in the numeric keypad only, not 
the separate arrow keys on WI-key keyboards) 
causes the cursor to move in steps of twenty data 
points. Pressing <Home> will cause the cursor to 

jump to the extreme left end of the screen. <End> 
jumps the cursor to the extreme right end. 

To remove the cursor from the screen, <Esc> to 
the menu, then press <F7> for a re-plol. 
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11.7. Re-Plotting to Improve the 
Graph 

A key advantage of System One software is that 
data is stored in memory as absolute, floating point 
numbers rather than as graphs or screen positions 
(with the exception of Image Save mode, described 
below). This means that after a test is made (or 
even stored to disk and later retrieved), it can be 
freely re-plotted with different units, changes in log
lin choice, and changes in the graph coordinates 
until the best graphic presentation is obtained. 

For example, a test of distortion versus frequency 
may have been made in which the distortion line ran 
off the top of the graph during the test. Further 
thought may also lead the test engineer to the con
clusion that he would prefer to display distortion in 
dB below fundamental rather than percentage. He 
can return to the panel, change units on the SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel from % to dB, choose a 
new value for GRAPH TOP greater than the highest 
reading obtained, and press <F7> for a re-plot with 
the new graphic selections. The START and STOP 
frequencies can be changed to zoom in on a particu
lar part of the spectrum, or the GRAPH TOP and 
BOTTOM values can be changed to position the 
measured data as desired. The re-plot capability is 
commonly used to make the graphic coordinates 
identical for two tests done at different times, so 
that they may be printed out for use in a report 
where the formats should be identical or overlaid 
via Image Save (see below) for comparison. 

11.8. Dual Sensitivity for Same 
Variable 

One measured parameter may be displayed with 
two different graphic sensitivities by selecting it at 
both DATA-l and DATA-2, but using different 
GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM values. For example, 
assume that it is desired to sweep the frequency re
sponse of a bandpass filter and to display both the 
nose shape to 3 dB bandwidth, and also the skirt 
shape and 60 dB rejection. Select AMPLITUDE as 
the main voltmeter function (READING) and select 
RDNG at both DA T A-I and DA T A-2. To display 
the nose shape with the solid (green) line, select 0.5 
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dBr and 3.5 dBr as GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM for 
DA T A-I . To display the skirts and 60 dB 
bandwidth with the dashed (yellow) line, select 0 
dBr and 60 dBr as GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM for 
DATA-2. Set the generator frequency to the filter 
center frequency and press F4 to normalize the dBr 
units to the peak response. Set the generator sweep 
frequency limits appropriately at SOURCE-I, and 
press <F9> for a single sweep which will display in 
two sensitivities. Note that this mode does not re
quire separate readings to be taken for DAT A-I and 
DAT A-2; System One software will use the same 
measurements for both displays. 

11.9. Multiple Sweeps 

Consecutive operations of <F9> can create any 
number of multiple sweeps on screen. This is typi
cally done while changing parameters of the device 
under test between sweeps. Examples include re
sponse sweeps of an equalizer at different settings, 
or a BANDPASS (third octave) sweep of the noise 
spectrum of a cassette tape recorder while compar
ing several types of noise reduction. Only the most 
recent sweep data is retained in memory if each 
sweep is started with the <F9> key, and all are dis
played with the same color even with EGA and 
VGA display systems. 

When it is desired to store several consecutive 
sweeps in memory and save them all to a .TST file, 
the <Ctrl><F9> key combination should be used to 
start each sweep after the first one. Sweeps started 
with <Ctrl><F9> do not erase the previous data as 
<F9> sweeps do, but append the new data onto the 
bottom of any existing data. Note that the Maxi
mum Data Points parameter shown on the HELP 
panel still governs the number of points which can 
be saved or re-graphed via <F7>. If Maximum 
Data Points is 500, for example, and 99-step (100
point) sweeps are being made, only the first five 
sweeps can be re-displayed or saved into a .TST file. 

Starting each successive sweep with <Ctrl><F9> 
will also cause each of the first four sweeps to be 
displayed with a different color on EGA and VGA 
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displays . If more than four sweeps are made with 
the <Ctrb<F9> keys, the same four colors will re
peat in succession. 

When the graph cursor is used on a file with mul
tiple sweeps stored by use of the <Ctrl><F9> keys, 
the cursor will travel through the sweeps one by 
one. The <Home> key can be used to jump to one 
end of the data and the <End> key to the other. 

A similar result to operations of the <Ctri><F9> 
key can produce a multi-sweep screen display of 
TST files even if the tests were separately run and 
saved. This is accomplished via the APPEND 
TEST and APPEND DATA features. APPEND 
TEST will append the data from the specified .TST 
file onto the bottom of any data presently in mem
ory. APPEND DATA does a similar thing, but 
from a specified .DAT file. The data from any num
ber of previously-saved tests can thus be brought 
into memory for display or to be re-saved as a com
posite, multiple test file . With EGA and VGA sys
tems, up to four different colors will be used to dis
play the multiple data sets, as with <Ctrl><F9>. 

Note that certain precautions must be taken if 
any of the test data is not in absolute units. If data 
in the file specified during APPEND TEST is in 
dBr units, for example, it will be re-computed 
against the dBr REF value presently on the panel 
when it is loaded. Similarly, dBm data will be re
computed against the dBm/W REF value on the 
panel when it is loaded. If it is instead desired to 
preserve the absolute amplitude relationships of the 
data in the various files being appended, they should 
each be changed to an absolute unit and re-saved to 
disk before the APPEND TEST operation is done. 

11.10. Repeated Sweeps 

It is sometimes desirable to make repeated 
sweeps, erasing the data from the grid at the end of 
each sweep to avoid clutter. <AIt><F9> will trigger 
a sweep, erase, and repeat operation which is conve
nient while making adjustments to the device under 
test. This repeat cycle may be terminated by press
ing <Esc>. Note that this mode uses any image 
stored in the Image Save buffer, if graphically com

patible, or writes over it if incompatible; see the 
Image Save section below for more information. 
When it is desired to graph any attached limits via 
the <AIt><F7> feature before entering the sweep, 
erase, and repeat operation, the <AIt><F8> com
mand must be used to store the limits into the image 
buffer. Thus, the keystroke sequence to automati
cally graph limits, store their image, and start a re
peating sweep cycle is: 

<AIt><F7> <AIt><F8> <AIl><F9>. 

With EGA and VGA display systems, the stored 
image will be monochrome even when normal dis
plays are in color. 

S weep-erase-repeat mode «AIt> <F9» and 
Image Save mode «AIl><F8> and <F8» are not 
functional if the software was started with the /8 
command line option to conserve memory. 

11.11. Stereo Mode, Nested Sweeps, 
and Measurements on the Horizontal 
Axis 

The DATA-2 line contains three other choices 
for measurement and plotting flexibility. STEREO 
mode permits two-channel devices to be tested more 
efficiently. SOURCE-2 permits two types of param
eters to be swept in a test, with one "nested" inside 
the other. For example, generator frequency may be 
swept from 20 Hz to 20 kHz at one amplitude; the 
amplitude may then be automatically increased by a 
specified amount, another frequency sweep made, 
the amplitude increased again and frequency swept 
again, etc. HOR-AXIS mode on the DATA-2 line 
permits two measured values to be ploued against 
one another, rather than plotting both as dependent 
variables versus an independent variable such as 
generator amplitude. Each of these modes is dis
cussed below. 
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11.11.1. Stereo Mode 

Selecting STEREO instead of DATA-2 produces 
two different types of operation, depending on 
whether an EXTERNal sweep or a GEN-ANLR
SWI-DCX-DSP sweep has been selected at 
SOURCE-I. 

11.11.1.1. Generator-Based Stereo 
Sweeps 

When a generator (or analyzer BPBR filter or 
switcher or DCX) sweep has been selected as 
SOURCE-I and STEREO mode is selected, System 
One will automatically make two successive sweeps 
of the stimulus. The first sweep will be made with 
the generator output channel selection and analyzer 
input channel selection as set up on the GENERA
TOR and ANALYZER panels. This first sweep 
will be plotted in the usual DA T A-I conventions 
(solid line monochrome, green line color, 2nd col
umn if table). At the conclusion of the first sweep, 
System One will automatically switch generator out
put channels and analyzer input channels as re
quired to perform the identical test on a second 
channel or device, plotting the results in the usual 
DA T A-2 conventions (dashed line monochrome, yel
low line color, 3rd column if table). Both sets of 
data are stored in the same xx.TST file and will be 
re-graphed simultaneously when <F7> is pressed, 
even though they were measured sequentially. Both 
channels may have limits files attached to them, and 
the limits need not be the same (sec ACCEP
T ANCE TEST LIMITS chapter). 

The same units would normally be used for both 
channels of a stereo device. The COMPUTE EX
CHANGE menu command or its "shorthand" equiv
alent, <AlL><X>, can simplify this. At DAT A-I, se
lect the desired parameter (RDNG, LEVEL, etc.) 
and enter the desired GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM, 
LOG-LIN selection, and # DIVS. Move the cursor 
to the STEREO (DAT A-2) line and select the same 
parameter (RDNG, LEVEL, etc.). Press <AlL><X> 
and the GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM, LOG-LIN, 
and # DIVS will be automatically copied into these 
fields. Since COMPUTE EXCHANGE «AIL><X» 
also exchanges any data in the DA T A-I and DA T A
2 fields, it may be desirable to press <AlL><X> a 
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second time if the test has already been run to re
store the data values to their original columns. See 
the COMPUTE EXCHANGE description in the 
MENU chapter for more details. 

The two channels may also have their units, 
GRAPH TOP, and GRAPH BOTTOM selected inde
pendently. This independent selection of GRAPH 
TOP and BOTTOM for the two channels permits ei
ther overlaying of the two channels or deliberately 
separating them by any desired amount to prevent 
one line from obscuring data of the other. For exam
ple, a stereo amplifier frequency response sweep 
might be made with + 1.0 dBr and -1 .0 dBr as 
GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM for DATA-I, but +0.9 
dBr and -1 .1 dBr chosen on the STEREO (DA T A
2) line to cause an 0.1 dB offset between the two 
sets of data. When different GRAPH TOP and 
BOTTOM values are selected for the second chan
nel, a separate set of calibration marks will appear 
alongside the right margin of the graph. When both 
channels use the same calibration, no calibration 
marks will be displayed on the right. 

If A was selected on the GENERATOR panel as 
the output configuration of a STEREO sweep, B 
will be automatically selected during the second 
sweep. Similarly, if B were selected on the panel, 
A will be used during the next sweep. If the genera
tor output configuration is set on the GENERATOR 
panel to OFF, A&B, or A&-B, no generator change 
takes place between the two sweeps in STEREO 
mode. 

Whichever analyzer input channel is selected at 
the top of the ANALYZER panel will be inter
changed with the other channel on the second sweep 
in STEREO mode. At the CHANNEL-A and 
CHANNEL-B INPUT lines further down the AN
AL YZER panel, no change will be made between 
sweeps if both channels have INPUT or GEN-MON
itor selected on the panel. If, however, one channel 
is set to GEN-MONitor and the other to INPUT, the 
selections will be interchanged during the second 
sweep. 

These interchange conventions not only permit 
stereo device tests such as frequency response or 
thd+n versus frequency, but also support stereo 
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crosstalk measurements and tests of input-output 
phase variations on stereo amplifiers. With units 
with serial number SYSI-20300 and higher, the 2
CHANNEL and CROSSTALK modes present im
proved alternate methods of making frequency re
sponse and crosstalk measurements on stereo de
vices . 

11.11.1.2. External Stereo Sweeps 

External sweep mode is commonly used with un
controllable (or only semi-controllable) signal 
sources such as pre-recorded test tapes, test compact 
discs, or a network feed from a continuously-cy
cling step tone oscillator. Most such sources are de
signed for slow, manual methods of audio measure
ment and thus dwell at each frequency for times 
ranging from 10 or 20 seconds to one minute . One 
to three seconds is typically adequate for System 
One to measure response or phase or distortion on 
both channels of a stereo system. Thus, the logic be
hind STEREO mode with EXTERNal sweep is for a 
given parameter to be measured on both channels 
during a single pass. 

In this mode, System One will measure the speci
fied SOURCE parameter (frequency for EXTERN 
FREQ sweeps, amplitude for EXTERN LEVEL 
sweeps) from the ANALYZER-panel-selected chan
nel until it settles within definitions of the SWEEP 
SETTLING panel as described later in this section. 
System One then measures the parameter specified 
at DATA-I until the data is seLLled, automatically 
toggles the analyzer input to the opposite channel, 
and measures the DAT A-2 parameter until it settles. 
Following settling on the second channel, System 
One switches back to the first (ANALYZER panel
selected) channel and waits for the SOURCE param
eter to change by more than the SPACING value en
tered at the boLlom of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel; it then repeats the cycle. Both chan
nels will be plotted simultaneously, even though the 
measurements are actually being made in sequence. 

Crosstalk and stereo separation from external 
sources can be measured by two methods with hard
ware after serial number SYS 1-20300 and one 
method with hardware prior to sin S YS 1-20300. 
With either hardware version, if BANDPASS mode 

rSWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS= 

DATA-1 
GRAPH TOP 

BOTTOM 
I DIUS 

ANLR RDNG 
+6.00 dBu 
+2.00 dBu 
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STEREO 
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I DIUS 

ANLR RDNG 
+6.00 dBu 
+2.00 dBu 
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SOURCE-1 
START 
STOP 
I DIUS 

ANLR ':Ja:li. 
.999000 kHz 
1.00100 kHz 
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I STEPS 
TABLE 

1 
OFF 

DISPLAY MONO-GRAPH 

Figure 11-6 Sweep Test Panel for Channel Balance, 
Original Hardware 

is selected at the top of the ANALYZER panel, Sys
tem One will measure the incoming signal fre
quency and steer the bandpass filter to that fre
quency while measuring the panel-selected channel. 
The signal-driven channel must thus be selected on 
the ANALYZER panel. After settling, System One 
switches to the alternate channel, keeping the 
bandpass filter fixed at the same frequency. The 
driven (panel-selected) data is displayed with 
DATA-I conventions and the non-driven channel is 
displayed with DATA-2 conventions. The actual 
crosstalk or separation is the difference between the 
two lines on the graph. Use of bandpass mode per
mits measurement of crosstalk below wideband 
noise level on playback-only tape machines such as 
videotape recorders. 

With System One sin SYS 1-20300 or higher, 
STEREO mode is no longer necessary when measur
ing crosstalk or separation from EXTERNal sources. 
Instead, CROSSTALK function may be selected 
and the desired unit (usually dB or X/Y) selected on 
the READING line. The non-driven channel must 
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Figure 11-8 Nested Sweep Frequency Response of Cassette Recorder at Four Amplitudes 
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j'SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS= 
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GRAPH TOP +5.00 dBu  

BOTTOM -35.00 dBu  
# DIIJS 0 LIN  
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GRAPH TOP +0.00 dBI'II  

BOTTOM -30.00 dBI'II  
# STEPS 3 LIN  

SDURCE-l GEN FREQ  
START 20.0000 kHz  
STOP 20.0000 Hz  
# DIIJS 0 LOG  

#  STEPS 3  
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. .. 
Figure 11-9 Sweep Test Definition Panel and Table Display, Nested 
Sweep 

be selected on the ANALYZER panel, since 
CROSSTALK function automatically connects the 
LEVEL meter and frequency counter to the alternate 
channel and the principal (READING) voltmeter, in 
bandpass mode, to the channel selected on the AN
ALYZER panel. By selecting RDNG as DATA-I, 
the crosstalk will be plolled as the EXTERNal 
sweep progresses. No channel toggling is involved 
and the graph plolled will not need further correc
tion in thc case of non-flat frequency response, 
since each measurement is the difference between 
the amplitudes on the two channels. 

11.11.1.3. Channel Balance Adjust
ments 

Channel balance adjustments, to cause equal lev
els from both channels of a stereo system, are a fre
quent need. One example is a head height adjust
ment on a stereo tape recorder, while playing a refer
ence tape. 

With units of serial number SYSI-20300 and 
higher, 2-CHANNEL function provides a superior 
way of making such balance adjustments. 2-CHAN
NEL function connects the READING voltmeter to 
the selected channel and the LEVEL voltmeter to 
the alternate channel. They may then both be dis
played simultaneously in bar-graph mode by select
ing RDNG and LEVEL as DATA-l and DATA-2 
and pressing the <F2> key. Alternately, dB or XfY 
may be selected as the READING unit, RDNG se
lected as DATA-I, <F2> pressed, and the balance 
adjustments made for zero dB (or a 1: 1 ratio). 

With hardware below serial number SYSl
20300, channel balance adjustments can be facili
tated with a repeating one-step ANLR BPBR 
"sweep" at SOURCE-I, with STEREO mode in
stead of DAT A-2. See Figure 11-6 for the panel 
setup. The <AIt><F9> key will start a continuous 
sweep-erase-repeat sequence. The generator and an
alyzer channel selection will be toggled at each step, 
with the A channel data plotted as a solid (green) 
line and the B channel data as a dashed (yellow) 
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line. These two input channels will be alternately 
measured and plotted as often as the SE'ffi..ING 
panel conditions permit. Bandpass measurement 
mode is not used, so the measured data is not af
fected by the filter "sweep"; this is merely a method 
of obtaining rapid channel switching and display of 
both channels. The device under test is then ad
justed until the amplitudes on the two stereo chan
nels are equal. See Figure 11-7 for a typical dis
play during such adjustments. 

11.11.2. Plotting Measurements on 
the Horizontal Axis 

The most common graphic format in System One 
is with the independent variable (typically generator 
frequency, generator amplitude, or time) along the 
horizontal axis and one or two measured parameters 
calibrated along the vertical axis. For certain mea
surements, it is desirable to plot one measured pa
rameter versus another as an x-y plot. For example, 
it is very useful to provide an amplitude sweep at a 
fixed frequency to the input of an amplifier or tape 
recorder while measuring both distortion and ampli
tude at the device output. It may then be desired to 
plot distortion versus output amplitude of the de
vice, not showing the stimulus amplitude at all. 
This is accomplished by changing from DAT A-2 to 
HOR-AXIS at the center of the panel. The analyzer 
function selection on this line will be plotted hori
zontally on the graph, with the parameter selected as 
DAT A-I plotted vertically. 

11.11.3. Nested Sweeps 

The SOURCE-2 selection on the DATA-2 line of
fers the capability of nesting a generator amplitude 
sweep inside a generator frequency sweep or vice
versa; nesting a generator frequency sweep inside a 
scan through switcher positions; nesting an analyzer 
bandpass filter sweep inside a generator frequency 
sweep; nesting a frequency sweep inside steps of 
control voltage (DCX-127 DCOUn of a VCA, and 
other such combinations. An example graph of a 
cassette tape deck measurement with nested sweeps 
in shown in Figure 11-8, consisting of four 50 Hz to 
15 kHz sweeps, each at an amplitude ten dB higher 
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than the previous. On an EGA or VGA color dis
play, each sweep in the nest will be displayed with 
a different color, up to four sweeps. The colors will 
then repeat. 

Nested sweeps are created by use of the 
SOURCE-l line and the DATA-2/S0URCE-2 line 
of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel. If a 
FREQuency sweep has been selected for GEN on 
the SOURCE-l line, it can be nested inside an am
plitude sweep by changing from DATA-2 to 
SOURCE-2, and selecting GEN AMPL to the right 
of SOURCE-2. Enter the desired amplitude for the 
first sweep into the GRAPH BOTTOM field and the 
amplitude for the last sweep into the GRAPH TOP 
field. Use the # STEPS field to select the number 
of steps of amplitude which will be made between 
the first and last sweeps, and select TYPE LOG or 
LIN to control the type of progression between 
those amplitudes. For example, if GRAPH TOP is 
odBm, GRAPH BOITOM is -30 dBm, TYPE is 
LIN, and # STEPS is 3, the result will be four 
sweeps through the frequency range selected on the 
SOURCE-l line-the first at a generator output am
plitude of -30 dEm, the second at -20 dBm, the 
third at -10 dBm, and the last at 0 dBm. See Figure 
11-9 for a SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel set 
up for a nested sweep with the example just de
scribed, and for an example of the screen display if 
DISPLA Y TABULAR were selected. Note that 
with the TABULAR display (or when examining 
data in the Edit Data mode), the third column indi
cates the value of the "outer loop" of the nest, as 
controlled by the SOURCE-2 parameters. 

GEN AMPL can be selected as SOURCE-l and 
GEN FREQ as SOURCE-2 to nest an amplitude 
sweep inside a frequency sweep. Similarly, an am
plitude or frequency sweep can be nested inside a 
switcher scan to perform the same test on many 
channels of a multi-channel device; see the 
SWITCHER chapter for more details. 

A key difference between a nested sweep and a 
series of individual tests combined via Image Save 
(see below) is that all the data from all sweeps in a 
nested sweep are stored in one standard xx.TST file. 
The multiple sweeps can thus all be retrieved with a 
single Load Test operation and re-plotted with a sin
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gle <F7> keystroke, and after-the-fact changes in 
graphic units and coordinates can be made just as 
they can with a single sweep. Since a nested sweep 
is a standard xx.TST file , the total number of points 
in all the nested sweeps cannot exceed the Maxi
mum Data Points value (viewable on the HELP 
panel) . 

When the graph cursor is used with a nested 
sweep test, the right-hand numeric display will 
show the SOURCE-2 value for each sweep while 
the left numeric display shows the actual data value. 

With the normal start-up procedure and a large
memory computer, the MAXIMUM DATA 
POINTS value is 1 ,089 points. Thus, a 30 step fre
quency sweep with a 30 step amplitude sweep 
nested inside it could be run (though it would take 
quite a long while to run), but a 50 step frequency 
sweep could not have more than approximately 20 
amplitude steps nested inside it. When more than 
1089 total points are required, S I software can be 
loaded with the /B option to specifically set buffer 
sizes as needed. See the "Controlling Memory 
Usage" section of the CREA TlNG YOUR 
CUSTOM SOFTW ARE START-UP PROCESS 
chapter for more information . 

If the data from a nested sweep (or APPEND 
TEST or APPEND DATA operations) is examined 
with the Edit Data capability, it will be seen that the 
end of one sweep and beginning of the next is signi
fied with an artificial data row consisting of a dupli
cation of the ending value of the independent vari
able in the first column and an extremely large nega
tive number (-I.OOOE32) in the second and third col
umns. When graphing data, this row signifies to 
System One that it should move (but not draw a vec
tor) to the following point and then continue plot
ting data. With EGA and VGA color displays, the 
trace color is also changed each time this row is 
reached. This "move but don't draw" capability 
may be useful in applications other than nested 
sweeps, and a data row of this description could be 
entered into any file in Edit Data mode to obtain the 
same function. 

A useful application of an amplitude sweep 
nested inside a frequency sweep is testing compres
sors and other processors such as noise reduction 
units. Select AMPLITUDE as the main MEASURE 
READING on the ANALYZER panel and RDNG at 
DATA-I. Select GEN FREQ at SOURCE-I with 
the desired start and stop frequencies. A family of 
curves of frequency response at levels from below 
the compression threshold to levels well into com
pression can then be run as one test by selecting 
SOURCE-2 GEN AMPL and properly selecting the 
GRAPH TOP and BOITOM amplitudes and the # 
STEPS . 

A frequency sweep nested inside an amplitude 
sweep is useful in determining the maximum output 
level (MOL) of a tape recorder. The SOURCE-l 
area is used to select a GEN AMPL sweep and set 
the amplitude limits and number of steps for a test 
which will show the tape and tape machine distor
tion. The DAT A-2 line can then select a GEN 
FREQ sweep with, for example, a LOG TYPE, 20 
Hz for GRAPH BOITOM, 20 kHz for GRAPH 
TOP, and 3 for # STEPS. The test will then run 
four consecutive amplitude sweeps, at 20 Hz, 200 
Hz, 2 kHz, and 20 kHz. 

11.12. Overlaying Graphs 

As noted earlier, repeated operations of the <F9> 
key can build up any number of sweeps on screen 
when the difference between them results from 
changes to the device under test, such as testing a 
number of different settings of an equalizer. 
<Ctrl><F'9> can be used if they are all to be saved 
or re-graphed via <F7>. Append Test can be used 
to make composite graphs of the results of two or 
more different tests already saved. 

The graphics Image Storing capability can be 
used to make composite graphs, with a different set 
of advantages and disadvantages compared to the 
<Ctrl><F9> and A ppend Test method. 

The image store and retrieve capability involves 
the use of two additional controls: 
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• <AIl><F8> (hold down the <All> key while 
pressing the <F8> key) to store graphics 
image of the present screen into computer 
memory 

• <F8> to retrieve the stored graphics image to 
the screen 

After an image has been brought to the screen, 
the <F7> key will plot data from memory onto it if 
the graph coordinates match. Similarly, the <F9> 
key will cause new test data to plot onto the image 
if the graphic coordinates match. Matching graphic 
coordinates refer to the sweep start and stop points, 
log-lin selection on horizontal and vertical axes, 
units on horizontal and vertical axes, and graph top 
and bottom lines. Even small deviations from the 
saved image will prevent the graphs from overlay
ing. Typical problems include having a DATA-lor 
DATA-2 LOG selection but with dB units with a 
zero or negative GRAPH TOP or BOTTOM. In 
this case, a linear plot will result but overlay will be 
denied if one test is set for LIN and the other for 
LOG. If the stored image and the panel do not 
match in graphic coordinates, a new graph will be 
drawn; the stored image still remains in memory to 
be retrieved later with the <F8> key. 

With VGA and EGA display systems, the stored 
image will be monochrome even though COLOR
GRAPH was selected for DISPLAY. This limita
tion was necessary due to the large amount of mem
ory required to store high-resolution color displays 
with a large number of available colors. 

The image store function will not work if 
S1.EXE was loaded with the /8 option in order to 
conserve memory. 

An example may be the best way to explain the 
use of image store. Assume that monthly tests have 
been made for four months of the frequency re
sponse of a tape machine, and it is desired to see all 
four graphs overlaid to look for deterioration trends. 
Also assume that all four monthly tests were made 
by loading the same xx.TST file as a setup file, run
ning the test, and then saving under filenames such 
as RESP_1AN.TST, RESP_FEB .TST, 
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RESP_MAR.TST, and RESP _APR.TST. The tests 
will thus all have identical graphic coordinates, 
since they were made with the same setup file. 

First, Load Test RESP_1AN .TST and use <F7> 
to graph the data. Press <AIl><F8> to store the 
graphic image to computer memory. Then, <Esc> 
Load Test RESP_FEB.TST, press <F8> to bring the 
stored graphic image (January data) to the screen, 
and press <F7> to plot the stored test from February 
onto the stored graphic image. When it has plotted, 
press <AIl><F8> to store the composite combina
tion of the two to computer memory. Similarly, 
<Esc> Load Test RESP_MAR.TST, bring the com
posite image to screen with <F8>, plot the March 
data onto it with <F7>, and store the new three
graph composite back to computer memory with 
<AJl><F8>. Any number of matching-coordinate 
graphs can be combined in this fashion, with the re
sulting image printed if desired. 

Note that an error message "Saved Image Not 
Compatible With Graphics Mode" will be obtained 
in a display system when <F8> is pressed if the 
stored image (color graph or monochrome graph) 
format does not match the current panel display 
mode (display color-graph or display mono-graph). 

The APPEND TEST and APPEND DATA com
mands (see the MENUS chapter) provide an alter
nate approach to creating composite graphs. The 
APPEND commands may be easier to use since 
they do not require the identically-matched graphic 
coordinates and graphics modes of Image Store. 
After appending several sets of data, the graphic co
ordinates or mode (color-monochrome-table) may 
be changed and the entire set of tests re-graphed via 
<F7>. Image Store, in contrast, permits no changes 
after the first image is stored . However, APPEND 
TEST and APPEND DATA will re-interpret any 
data not saved in absolute units (dBm and dBr, for 
example), while Image Store is only a graphic tech
nique which will not tamper with data or references. 
Furthermore, Image Store has no "Maximum Data 
Points" limitations and will thus support overlay of 
any number of tests with any number of points per 
test. 
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11.13. External Sweeps 

EXTERNal sweep mode uses as the independent 
variable external signals which step or continuously 
vary in frequency or amplitude from high LO low or 
low LO high, or which go through a repetitive cycle. 
The START and STOP values selected on the panel 
in EXTERNal sweep mode determine the graphic 
horizontal limits and calibration, and the direction in 
which plolling will take place. Measurements will 
be made (but not ploued) outside those values if the 
external test source includes tones outside that 
range. If the external signal moves in the opposite 
direction to that implied by the choice of START 
and STOP values, data will be taken but no line will 
be plotted between those points. This feature per
mits EXTERNal sweep mode to be used even with 
continuously recycling sweeps without any re-trace 
line being plotted across the graph. 

Measurement of AMPLITUDE or LEVEL, 
FREQuency, and PHASE may be made on either 
stepped or continuously analog-swept (glide tone) 
external signals. Select EXT SOURCE 1 SAMPLE 
on the SWEEP SETILING panel for continuous an
alog-swept ("glide tone") signals so that the external 
source (frequency or level) will be measured even 
though no two consecutive values agree. THD+N 
tests require a stepped external signal which dwells 
at each value for approximately one second or more, 
depending on the sweep settling parameters se
lected. The exact required dwell time depends on 
the signal frequency (more time required at low fre
quencies), reading rate, whether there is an off pe
riod with no signal between tones (more time re
quired because System One will autorange down to 
the off level, then back up LO the signal level), and 
on the parameters selected on the SWEEP SET
TLING panel; see the SWEEP SETILlNG section 
below. 

EXTERNal sweep performs the following func
tions (assuming a frequency sweep): 

1. Measures frequency with the analyzer 
counter until the frequency measurements 
are stabilized within the conditions specified 
on the SWEEP SETILING panel. 

2. Waits for the specified SETILING  
DELAY.  

3. Verifies that signal amplitude as mea 
sured with the LEVEL voltmeter is above  
the MIN L VL voltage.  

4. Measures the parameters selected by  
DAT A-I and OAT A-2 until data settles.  

5. Draws lines on the graph from the previ
ous data point to this data point and sounds 
the "bell". 

6. Monitors frequency until it changes from 
the previous frequency measurement by 
more than the SPACING percentage entered 
in the SOURCE-I area; when it does, goes 
to step I and repeats the cycle. 

Unless extremely flat frequency response beyond 
50 kHz is required during EXTERNal frequency 
sweep measurements, it is recommended that the 80 
kHz low pass filter or even the 30 kHz or 22 kHz 
filters be selected. Selecting any of these three low
pass filters also causes a low pass filter prior to the 
analyzer frequency counter to be selected, which im
proves the counter's ability to quickly acquire and 
accurately measure the signal frequency under noisy 
conditions. Since EXTERNal frequency sweep mea
surements are totally dependent on these frequency 
measurements to drive the test and calibrate the 
data, selecting a low pass filter improves both test 
speed and data quality. 

If EXTERNal LEVEL sweep is selected, it per
forms the following functions: 

1. Measures amplitude with the LEVEL 
meter until the measurements are stabilized 
within SWEEP SETTLING panel specified 
conditions. 

2. Waits for the specified SETILING  
DELAY.  

3. Verifies that signal amplitude as mea 
sured with the LEVEL meter is above the  
MIN L VL voltage.  

4. Measures the parameters selected by  
DATA-I and DATA-2 until data settles .  
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5. Draws lines on the graph from the previ
ous data point(s) to this (these) data point(s) 
and sounds the "bell". 

6. Monitors LEVEL voltmeter amplitude 
until it changes from the previous measure
ment by more than the SPACING percent
age entered in the SOURCE-I area; when it 
does, goes to step I and repeats the cycle. 

If STEREO is selected instead of DATA-2, the 
system will first measure and settle the SOURCE 
value as described in either frequency or amplitude 
cases above, apply SETTLING DELAY, measure 
and settle the DATA-I parameter, switch to the al
ternate channel, again apply SETTIJNG DELAY, 
measure and settle the parameter selected on the 
STEREO/DATA-2 line, switch back to the selected 
channel to verify that the SOURCE is still within its 
tolerance from the value which started this set of 
measurements, plot the data, and then monitor the 
SOURCE for a change greater than the SPACING 
percentage. If the source parameter was not still 
within tolerance upon the verification after DATA-2 
measurement, the system will plot only DATA-Ion 
the assumption that the source may have shifted 
sometime during the DATA-2 measurement. 

In the typical test disk or test tape situation of a 
mid-band reference signal preceding the start of a 
frequency-stepped or analog-frequency-swept series 
of tones, select the START and STOP values to 
imply the direction of frequency sweep which the 
test signal will take following the reference signal. 
System One will then measure the mid-band refer
ence tone (unless it is the same frequency as the 
GENERATOR panel FREQUENCY value), but will 
not plot the transition from this mid-band value to 
the starting frequency since it will be opposite to the 
direction implied by START and STOP selection. 
If amplitude measurements are to be expressed in 
dBr units, the <F4> key may be pressed or invoked 
by a procedure while the reference portion is play
ing. Test tapes or rusks with voice announcements 
of each frequency or level are typically usable with 
this mode, since the measurements cannot settle dur
ing the voice portions. 

Three different modes of external sweep tests 
may be run, selected by pressing <F9>, <Alt><F9>, 
or <Shift><F9>. External sweeps begun with <F9> 
will accumulate data until terminated with the 
<Esc> or <Enter> key. If, for example, the signal is 
a continuously recycling frequency sweep, multiple 
plots will be made until the operator halts the test. 
If the test tone proceeds in an increasing direction 
(for example, 50 Hz, 100, 500, 1000, 5000, 15000, 
50, 100, etc.), 50 Hz should be selected as START 
and 15,000 (or 20,000) Hz selected as STOP. Each 
upwards transition will then be plotted, but the tran
sition (retrace) from 15,000 to 50 Hz will not be 
plotted since it takes place in the opposite direction 
to that specified by START and STOP. 

If the test is started with <AIt><F9>, a sweep
erase-repeat mode will take place. If the external 
test signal is a continuously-repeating sweep 
through the frequencies in the example given above, 
the graph will be ploUed from 50 Hz to 15,000 Hz, 
no retrace line will be drawn from \5,000 to 50 Hz, 
and the data line (but not the grid) will be erased 
when the 50 Hz to 100 Hz transition is plotted. 
This mode is designed for adjustments to be made 
while the external signal repeatedly sweeps, elimi
nating the clutter which would result in <F9> mode 
with all previous graphs remaining on the screen. 
Typical applications are amplitude measurements 
from a three-head (simultaneous record-playback) 
tape recorder while adjusting bias or equalization, or 
phase difference measurements between two tracks 
of a tape recorder in playback mode while adjusting 
head azimuth. The sweep-erase-repeat mode will 
continue until terminated via <Esc> or <Enter> key. 
Sweep-erase-repeat mode will not function if 
Sl.EXE was started with the /8 option to conserve 
memory . 

The <Shifl><F9> mode of external sweep is de
signed for use during procedures. It differs from the 
two other external sweep modes in that it automati
cally terminates the test, and will thus move on to 
the next test in a procedure, whenever the external 
signal makes a frequency transition in the opposite 
direction to that implied by the START and STOP 
frequencies, to the frequency set in the GEN FRE
QUENCY field on the GENERATOR panel. This 
mode is intended for use with known external sig
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nals, such as a test tape previously recorded by use 
of System One, or with a test compact disc where 
the frequency of the next tone following a fre
quency sweep or set of steps is known. 

When making a test tape for this mode with Sys
tem One, a generator-based frequency sweep will 
normally be set up on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel; it is common to leave the GENERA
TOR panel FREQUENCY set at a mid-band value 
such as 1 kHz. If the tape is allowed to continue re
cording for another few seconds following comple
tion of the sweep, the result will be a period of 
steady tone at the GENERATOR panel frequency. 
It is the frequency-reversal from the sweep end 
point to this steady tone at the GENERA TOR panel 
frequency which then serves as the signalLO halt the 
<Shift><F9> external sweep during execution of a 
procedure. If the test source is already created 
(such as a compact test disc with a series of tracks 
at different frequencies), the signal frequency on the 
track following the last of the frequency-step series 
should be determined and entered as the GENERA
TOR panel FREQUENCY when creating and saving 
the EXTERNal sweep test for use in a procedure. 
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12. SWEEP SETTLING  

12.1. The Settled Reading Problem 

Automated measurement hardware is capable of 
generating rapid streams of questionable or totally 
erroneous data. This is due to the fact that reading 
rates and data transfer rates of ac measurement in
struments are normally faster than the time required 
for the analog portions of the instrument to sellle to 
specified or ultimate accuracy. Furthermore, many 
audio devices being tested have even longer settling 
times; compressors, limiters, and other types of sig
nal processors can have decay or release times of 
several seconds. Three-head tape recorders, in re
cord-playback mode, have a time delay of typically 
hundreds of milliseconds between the heads, syn
chronous satellite up-and-down links have a delay 
of approximately 250 milliseconds, and audio time 

=SWEEP SETTLING====. 

TOLERANCE 
AMPL 1.000 % 
LUL 1.000 % 

THD 3.000 % 
IMD 3.000 % 
FREQ 0.500 % 
W+F 5.000 % 
DCU O.ZOO % 
OHMS 0.500 % 
D-IN 0.000 % 

DSP1 0.000 % 
DSPZ 0.000 % 

PHASE 

RESOLUT ION 
100.0 nU 
Z5.00 uU 
0.00007 % 
0.00003 % 

O.OOOZO Hz 
O.OOOZO % 
500.0 uU 
100.0 nR 
1.000 LSB 
0.000 
0.000 
0.50 DEG 

SETTL ING EXPONENTIAL -f- 

DATA 3 SAMPLES  
DELAY 30.00 nsec  
TIMEOUT 1.00 sec  

EXT SOURCE 3 SAMPLES  
MIN LUL 10.00 nU  

FIgure 12-1 Sweep Settltng Panel 

delay units may have delays of seconds. A knowl
edgeable audio test engineer using manual instru
ments aIlows for settling times and time delays. 
Each time he changes stimulus, he waits for the indi
cated measurement to stabilize before he writes 
down the number. System One software performs 
similar actions to guarantee the integrity of the mea
surements taken. The engineer selling up System 
One panels and creating tests has control over how 
the system defines a settled measurement, via the 
SWEEP SETTLING panel. 

'H:Wljlaa.MJ FLAT AUG OFF  
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12.2. Sweep Settling Control Panel 

The SWEEP SETTLING panel (Figure 12-1) can 
be interchanged with the panels normally in place 
via the <Pg Dn> and <Pg Up> keys. <Pg Up> and 
<Pg Dn> will interchange the entire set of three 
panel sections on screen (typically GENERATOR, 
ANAL YZER, and SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS), 
with three other lesser-used panels. By using 
<Ctri><Pg Up> and <Ctri><Pg Dn>, it is possible 
to bring an off-screen panel section from one of the 
"lower pages" onto the screen in place of the panel 
section where the cursor is located. The system will 
rotate through the still-lower off-panel screens, al
lowing you to produce any combination of panels 
on screen that you wish. <Ctri><Home> will retwn 
you to the original default combination of GENERA
TOR at the left, ANALYZER in the center, and 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS at the right, with the 
cursor on the GENERATOR OUTPUT field. 

The sweep settling concept is to continually ex
amine the series of measurement samples coming 
from the hardware. The rate at which the samples 
arrive is determined by the reading rate selected on 
the DETECTOR line of the ANALYZER pane\. If 
AUTO is selected on that line, an algorithm will se
lect the reading rate as a function of the present fre
quency during GEN and ANLR BPBR sweeps. The 
software makes comparisons between the most re
cent measurement sample and several immediately
prior samples, and finally accepts the newest mea
surement sample (and allows the stimulus to pro
ceed to the next value) only when all those compari
sons fall within specified limits. 

The limits for each major type of measurement 
parameter are independently determined by a select
able tolerance and/or resolution value. AMPL (am
plitude), LYL (level), THD (total harmonic distor
tion plus noise), IMD (intermodulation distortion), 
FREQ (frequency), W+F (wow and fluLLer), DCY 
(DCX-127 dc voltmeter), OHMS (DCX-127 ohmme
ter), and D-IN (DCX-127 digital input) each have 
both a tolerance and a resolution value; PHASE has 
only a resolution value. Note that AMPL refers to 
all amplitude functions of the principal voltmeter
AMPLITUDE, BANDPASS, BANDREJECT, the 
THD+N function when used with absolute units 
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such as Y, dBu, dBm, dBr, and Watts, and (with 
units after sin 20300) CROSSTALK and 2-CHAN
NEL. 

The consecutive number of samples which will 
be compared is determined by the DATA SAM
PLES value. The SETTLING line permits selection 
of three modes of control of the settling process. 
EXPONENTIAL causes an exponentially-shaped 
"window", with height determined by the TOLER
ANCE parameter, to be applied backwards from the 
latest data sample. EXPONENTIAL is the recom
mended selection for most applications, since most 
transient signals settle in an approximately exponen
tial fashion. FLAT extends the specific TOLER
ANCE value backwards horizontally and will pro
vide the most-settled (but slowest) data. AYG 
causes a calculation to be made of the average of 
the number of samples specified, with the computed 
average value then ploued and saved. This is partic
ularly helpful with noisy signals. OFF disables the 
seLLling function entirely, permiLLing plots of values 
such as peak noise, wow and fluner, and phase jitter. 

If DAT A 6 SAMPLES is selected, each measure
ment sample will be compared to the five previous 
samples with the EXPONENTIAL or FLAT "win
dow" defining the comparison standards. If SET
TLING is EXPONENTIAL and a TOLERANCE of 

+16% T~ -1- -I - T - I 
I I I I I  
i - -+~- r- - -I - -r 

+ 4%-+ - -1- ~. t-:-..~ +- - -+ 
+2% 
±1% 
-2% 

.~ 

l==I==C ··· ·:C····j= 
.. 

_ 4% 
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SAMPLES------+  

Figure 12-2 Sweep Settling Diagram 
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1% is specified, as illustrated in Figure 12-2, the 
most recent data point will be plotted and the stimu
lus permitted to step to the next value only when: 

. the two most recent samples agree within 1 % 

• the most recent and the second preceding sam
ples agree within 2% 

the most recent and the third preceding sam
ples agree within A% 

the most recent and the fourth preceding sam
ples agree within 8% 

the most recent and the fifth preceding sam
ples agree within 16% 

As with any digital display instrument, digital res
olution ("plus-or-minus one count error") can be
come a limiting factor when measurements are 
made very near the bottom of the instrument's dy
namic range. This fundamental resolution limitation 
due to the digitization process can exceed the TOL
ERANCE value when very low values of a parame
ter are being measured. To keep this factor from 
preventing selliing, "floor" values are specified by 
the RESOLUTION values for each major measure
ment parameter. If the RESOLUTION value is 
larger than the TOLERANCE percentage multiplied 
by the actual measurement, the system uses the RES
OLUTION value instead of the TOLERANCE 
value, multiplies it by an amount determined from 
the EXPONENTIAL or FLAT algorithm, and makes 
its decision on that particular comparison. 

12.2.1. Recommended Values 

The EXPONENTIAL selection matches the set
tling curves of many real-world devices and is use
ful for most types of measurements. The default 
TOLERANCE values are also selected as best esti
mates of the settling and accuracy required in most 
typical audio measurements. The AMPL and L VL 
default tolerances of 1 % (approximately 0.1 dB) 
may need to be considerably tightened, however, 
when measuring the flatness of System One itself or 
comparably flat external devices. Values of 0.1 % 
(approximately 0.01 dB) or even tighter may be 
called for under such circumstances. On the other 

hand, if a particular test is measuring noise or a 
noisy signal such as crosstalk, a tolerance of 5% 
(0.5 dB) to 10% (1.0 dB) may be appropriate. 

12.3. Averaging for Noisy Signals 

Rather than examining successive readings and 
discarding them until they agree within the specified 
tolerance, the settling algorithm can also average to
gether a specified number of successive readings 
and plot the computed average. This mode is se
lected by the A VG selection as an alternate to EX
PONENTIAL or FLAT. When AVG is selected 
and a sweep begun, the algorithm will first wait out 
the SETTLING DELAY value. It will then acquire 
and average together the number of consecutive 
readings from the hardware which is specified in the 
DATA SAMPLES field. This average value will be 
plotted, the SOURCE-l parameter will step to its 
next value, and the delay and averaging process re
peated. 

When AVG is selected, the minimum value used 
for SETTLING DELAY should be 200 millisec
onds. In usual SOURCE-l sweeps of generator pa
rameters or the analyzer bandpass filter, a transient 
is caused at each SOURCE-l step. A SETTLING 
DELAY shorter than 200 ms will result in that tran
sient data being included in the averaged data, pro
ducing an erroneous resull. Shorter delays, such as 
30 ms, are usable in the settled modes (EXPONEN
TIAL or FLAn since the settling process itself dis
cards older samples until a succession of samples 
fits within the specified tolerance. 

The number of samples selectable for A VG mode 
can be from 1 to 99. Note that the maximum entry 
in this same field for EXPONENTIAL or FLAT 
modes is 6. Thus, you will receive an error mes
sage when changing from A VG to either of the set
tled modes if the number in the DATA SAMPLES 
field is greater than 6. The solution is to first re
duce the DATA SAMPLES value, then change from 
A VG to a sellied mode. 
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12.4. Timeout 

Under some circumstances, the stream of mea
surement samples may never settle within the condi
tions specified by the TOLERANCE value and the 
window shape. This can occur because the toler
ances are set too tightly for the amount of noise on 
the signal being measured. It can also occur during 
distortion measurements at, for example, approxi
mately half the power mains frequency; the second 
harmonic and power mains hum can beat together, 
producing a cyclic variation over a period of hun
dreds of milliseconds or seconds. 

To prevent the system hanging up under such cir
cumstances, the TIMEOUT function is part of the 
SWEEP SETTLING process. If settling is not 
achieved within the time specified in TIMEOUT, 
the system computes the average of the last six 
points in order to save and plot, then permits the 
generator to move on to the next step. A "T" is dis
played at the lower margin of the graph below any 
points where timeout occurs. In DISPLAY TABLE 

mode, the word "TIMEOUT" is displayed to the 
right of the data whenever timeout occurs. 
TIMEOUT is not used in external sweeps. 

12.5. Settling Delay 

The SETTLING DELAY parameter controls the 
interval between when the generator or any other in
ternally swept parameter is commanded to step and 
when the system starts applying the settling tests to 
the measured data stream. During GENerator 
sweeps, it should never be set to less than 10-15 mil
liseconds, to allow for worst case relay bounce time 
and stabilization of the generator. 30 milliseconds 
is a good default value. In cases where there is an 
additional time delay through the device under test, 
the SETTLING DELAY should be set to a value 
slightly longer than the known value of the time 
delay. Examples of time delay in audio testing in
clude tests of three-head tape recorders in simulta-
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Figure 12-3 Determining Minimum SEITLING DELA Y for Testing a Three Head Tape Recorder by use of 3H
DELAY. TST from Tests and Utilities Diskette 
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neous record and playback mode, tests of analog or 
digital time delay units, and tests of satellite up and 
down links. 

12.5.1. Testing for Delay Through 
the Device 

A practical method to experimentally determine 
the minimum required SETILING DELAY through 
a three-head tape recorder or similar device is via an 
amplitude vs amplitude (linearity) sweep. Set 
SOURCE-1 for a GEN AMPL sweep through a 
known-linear portion of the device's dynamic range, 
in relatively large steps such as 2 dB minimum. On 
a typical tape recorder, a GEN AMPL sweep from 
20 to 0 dBu with 10 STEPS (2 dB per step), assum
ing a frequency of 1 kHz or less, is a good choice. 
Set SETILING DELAY to a value which you are 
certain is longer than the delay time through the de
vice. Select LEVEL as DATA-I, with GRAPH 
TOP and BOTTOM values corresponding to the ex
pected output from the device. Such a test is stored 
on the Tests and Utilities diskette as 3H
DELA Y.TST. If the device is unity gain, as is typi
cal with professional tape recorders, these values 
would be 0 dBu and 20 dBu for the example given. 
Press <F9> for a sweep, which should result in a 
straight diagonal line plotted from the lower left to 
upper right comer of the graph. Use <Alt><F8> to 
"freeze" this graph in place. 

You are now ready to experimentally determine 
the minimum required SETTIJNG DEL A Y. 
Change SETTLING DELAY to some lower value. 
For an extreme case of error, select a value as small 
as 30 milliseconds and press <F8>, then <F9>. You 
are likely to see an entirely new line or many new 
points plotted to the right of the reference line as the 
software settles on the amplitude output from the de
laying device which was caused by the previous gen
erator output step, but erroneously plots it offset to 
the right, at the horizontal value corresponding to 
the current generator amplitude (see Figure 12-3). 
Increase SETTLING DELAY and use <F8> and 
<F9> to bring back the stored reference and plot a 
new sweep. As you get close to the required SET
lUNG DELAY, many of the points will plot on the 
reference line but an occasional point will still plot 

Gen. Freq. Reading Rate 
10-18 Hz 4/sec 
18-29 Hz 8/sec 
29-65 Hz 16/sec 
>65 Hz 32/sec 

Figure 12-4 Frequency vs Reading Rate in AMPLI
TUDE, BANDREJECT, THD+N, 2-CHANNEL Modes 

BP Freq Read ing Rate 
10-47 Hz 4/sec 
47-75 Hz 8/sec 
75-170 Hz 16/sec 
>170 Hz 32/sec 

Figure 12-5 Frequency vs Reading Rate in 
BANDPASS, CROSSTALK Modes 

to the right of the line when the software mistakes 
old data as corresponding to the new generator am
plitude. When you find a SETILING DELAY 
which produces no error points to the right of the 
reference diagonal line, you may use this value on 
future tests of the device under the same conditions. 

Note that delay is a function of tape speed on 3
head tape recorders. The SETfLING DELAY ac
ceptable at 15 inches per second, for example, must 
be doubled for 7.5 inches per second. 

SETILING DELAY is also useful when record
ing a test tone tape to be used later as a playback 
test tape. In this application, SETILING DELAY 
can be set up to several seconds to guarantee a mini
mum dwell time at each frequency as the recordi.ng 
is made. This additional time is necessary for 
EXTERNal source testing , compared to the faster 
settling times during generator-based sweeps, since 
during EXTERNal source tests the analyzer fre

http:recordi.ng
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quency counter must acquire a SLabie frequency read
ing before the amplitude, disLOrtion, or phase can be 
measured. 

12.6. Auto and Fixed Sampling Rates 

The AUTO selection on the DETECTOR line of 
the ANALYZER panel turns on an algorithm which 
optimizes the accuracy vs speed tradeoffs during 
most SysLem One operation. IL should thus be left 
in the AUTO mode for most applications. This algo
rithm Lakes charge of selecting reading raLe and de
tecLOr time consLant (the RMS and A VG deLeCLOrs 
each have several seleCLable time consLants) as a 
function of frequency and Lest mode. lL also 
switches the 22 Hz high pass filter inLO the circuit at 
frequencies above approximately 60 Hz. This algo
rithm, and the hardware it controls, is a major factor 
in the testing speeds SysLem One is able to achieve 
while still mainLaining daLa integrity. 

When AUTO is selected instead of a fixed read
ing raLe, System One will select the reading rate ac
cording to a number of modes, functions, and condi
tions as follows: 

• In PANEL mode, selecLS 4 readings/second 

• In bargraph mode (F2), selecLS 8 readings/sec
ond unless PSEUDO or RANDOM noise sig
nals are selected on the GENERATOR panel. 
In this case, it selects 4 readings/second 

• During EXTERNal time "sweeps", selects 32 
readings/second except with a NOISE source 
selecLed on the generator panel. For 
EXTERNal FREQuency and EXTERNal 
LEVEL sweeps, selects 8 readings/second ex
cept with a NOISE source selected on the 
panel. If a PSEUDO or RANDOM noise 
source is selected on the generator panel, 4 
readings per second is selected by AUTO. 

. ' For all other SOURCE-l selections (GEN, 
ANLR, SWI, DCX), chooses reading rate as 
follows: 

PSEUDO or RAN
DOM noise signal 4/sec 
SMPTE analysis 

mode 8/sec 
CCIF analysis mode 8/sec 
DIM analysis mode 16/sec 
W+Fmode 16/sec 
All other modes see Figure 12-4 

and Figure 12-5 

The remaining fields on the SWEEP SETTLING 
panel are involved only when using EXTERNal 
sweeps. These lines are EXT SOURCE SAMPLES, 
and the MIN L VL value in Volts. 

12.7. External Sweeps and Sweep 
Settling 

During EXTERNal sweeps the analyzer fre
quency counter measures the incoming frequency, 
the LEVEL voltmeter measures the incoming ampli
tude for comparison to the MIN L VL value, the 
DATA-l and/or DATA-2 measuremenLS are made, 
and System One waits until all are SLable within the 
definition of the sweep settling panel. The DATA-l 
and DAT A-2 parameters are then accepted and plot
ted. If a frequency sweep is selected, the frequency 
counLer continues to monitor the incoming signal 
but will not accept daLa and plot again until the mea
sured frequency changes by more than a specified 
percenLage from the previous value. For amplitude 
sweeps, the LEVEL voltmeter is monitored until the 
measured amplitude changes by more than the speci
fied value. The SPACING parameter (which ap
pears on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel 
only in EXTERNal FREQ or LEVEL sweep modes) 
determines the percenLage by which the frequency 
or amplitude must change before another set of mea
suremenLS is Laken. The cycle is repeated until 
halLed by the operator (or by a reversal in frequency 
sweep direction to the frequency value set on the 
GENERATOR panel, if the EXTERNal sweep was 
initiated with the <Shift><F9> operation). 

EXT SOURCE SAMPLES is the number of con
secutive frequency measurements (during frequency 
sweeps) or amplitude measuremenLS (during ampli
tude sweeps) which will be compared to test for set
tling. These samples must agree within the TOLER
ANCE and RESOLUTION values specified for 
FREQ or LVL at the top of the SWEEP SETTLING 
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panel as described earlier for other data. MIN L VL 
prevents System One from taking data in EXTERN
al source mode when test signal dropouts occur, or 
in compact disc testing during the intervals while 
the disc player seeks from one track to the next. If 
the incoming signal amplitude (as qualified by the 
settling parameters) drops below the MIN LVL 
value , the system suspends data capture until the sig
nal again exceeds that level. TIMEOUT is ignored 
during external sweeps. 

When collecting amplitude, phase, or frequency 
data from a continuously-varying (analog) external 
source sweep, SOURCE SAMPLES must be set to 
l. System One will then capture a set of data mea
surements each time the incoming frequency 
changes by more than the SPACING percentage 
from the previous measurement, without requiring 
the frequency to settle. If the analog sweep is fairly 
rapid, it may also be necessary to open up the TOL
ERANCE values for the measured parameters in 
order to obtain data. As in all EXTERNal sweeps, 
be sure to select the fastest detector reading rate 
compatible with the lowest frequency at which accu
rate data must be obtained. 
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CMD: ~ PANEL LOAD SAUE APPEND EDIT HELP XDOS DDS NAMES IF UTIL QUIT COMPUTE :  
Run procedure. test. or graphs AUDIO PRECISION SVSTEM ONE. u 2.10  

Figure 13-1 Command Menu 

The stimulus and measurement hardware of Sys
TOP SECOND THIRDtem One is principally controlled by Panels: the LEVEL LEVEL LEVEL 

GENERATOR, ANALYZER, and SWEEP (F9) MENU MENU MENU 
DEFINITIONS panels discussed in the preceding PANEL 
three chaptcrs, plus several other more specialized 
panels described later in this manual. The selec

LOAD -.....,.....-TEST
tions and entries on these panels determine stimulus 

LIMITlevels, frequencies, measurement functions, band
SWEEPwidths, detectors, display formaLS and units, etc. 
COMMENT  

The Menus described in this chapter principally  PROCEDURE 

control more computer-oriented activities: loading MACRO 
files from disk and saving them to disk, linking sev DATA 
eral files together into procedures, editing files, at EQ 
taching limit, equalization, or sweep files to a test OVERLAY 
file, taking conditional actions during procedures, WAVEFORM 
sending control data to external devices, performing 
computations on test data, etc. SAVE TEST 

LIMIT 
System One in general uses two levels of menus; 

SWEEP
in only one case do the menus extend to a third 

COMMENTlevel. The top level (COMMAND, abbreviated 
PROCEDURECMD) menu is the line seen at original start-up of 
MACROthe system software, reproduced above. The table 
DATAbelow shows the com lete menu structure. 
EQ 

TOP SECOND THIRD OVERLAY
LEVEL LEVEL LEVEL 

GRAPHICMENU MENU MENU 
WAVEFORMRUN PROCEDURE  

TEST  
APPEND TESTLGRAPH 

DATABAR-GRAPH  
LOCAL  

EDIT COMMENTREMOTE 
PROCEDURESLAVE 
DATACALL ~ 

13-1 
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TOP SECOND
LEVEL LEVEL
MENU MENU 
HELP 1SPECIAL 

OVERLAY 
EDITOR 
DSP 

THIRD 
LEVEL 
MENU 

XDOS 

DOS 

NAMES -r- UPPER 
I- LOWER 
I- SWEEP 
I- GEN-EQ 
I- ERR-FILE 
I- OFF 
I- TITLE 
I- RENAME 
I- CLEAR 
I- DELTA 
.... PROGRAM 

IF -.- ERROR[ 
I- NOTERROR [ 
I- ABOVE[ 
I- BELOW[ 
I- O[ 
I- 1 [ 
I- 2[ 

- 3[ 

- 4[ 

- 5[ 
- 6[ 

- 7[ 
- 8[ 
- 9[ 

TOP SEC THIRD FOURTH 
LEVEL OND LEVEL LEVEL
MENU LEVEL MENU MENU

MENU 
UTIL - r- RESTORE 

I-OUT 
~WAIT 

I-DELAY 
~BREAK 

-LEARN 
~END 

I-PROMPT 
~MESSAGE 

I-GOTO 
~SERIAL--rTRANS-

DSP MIT 
~RECEIVE 

~MODE 1 AES-EBU 
SPDIF 
SERIAL 

....DITHERITRIANGULAR 
RECTAN
GULAR 
SHAPED 

-OFF 
FEED 

QUIT 

COM- -r- NORMAL
PUTE IZE 

- INVERT 
- SMOOTH 
- LINEAR

ITY 
- CENTER 
- DELTA 
- 2-SIGMA 

- EX
CHANGE 

(label
name) 
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The single I ine description at the lower left of the 
screen ("Run procedure, test, or graphs", in the ex
ample shown) provides more information than the 
menu command itself can carry. Sclection of menu 
items is made in one of two fashions- by <Space> 
bar and <Enter> key (or mouse, if a mouse is avail
able), or by pressing the key corresponding to the 
first character of the menu command. 

With the <Space> and <Enter> technique, the 
<Space> bar moves the cursor clockwise through 
the selections. The <+> and <Del> key may alter
nately be used to move the cursor to the right or to 
the left, respectively. Rolling a mouse horizontally 
also controls the cursor. When the cursor is on the 
desired item, pressing <Enter> (right-hand mouse 
button) makes the selection . 

Direct selection , regardless of the present posi
tion of the cursor, can be made by pressing the key 
which matches the first character of the desired com
mand. The <L> key thus has the same result as 
using the cursor and <Enter> key to select LOAD. 

13.1. Panel, Xdos, Dos, Quit 

Four of the menu selections are single level and 
complete thcir entire operation when selected. 
These selections are PANEL, XDOS, DOS, and 
QUIT. 

PANEL; display the instrument front panels. 

XDOS; temporarily exit from System One soft
ware to the computer's disk operating system. This 
will allow running a DOS program without remov
ing System One from memory. You then resumc 
System One operation instantly by typing EXIT 
<Enter> . Since System One software remains in 
memory, you will be limited on the size of other pro
grams which can be run while in the XDOS mode. 
When Systcm One loads, it attempts to leave 64k of 
memory available for operations under XDOS. See 
the "Controlling Memory Usage" section of the 
CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFTWARE 
START-UP PROCESS chapter for instructions on 
how to cause the system to leave more or less mem
ory for DOS operations . 

DOS; similar to XDOS, except returns to System 
One's top level menu immediately after executing a 
single DOS command, rather than waiting for the 
EXIT <Enter> command. This command is useful 
for executing DOS commands during a procedure; 
see the PROCEDURES chapter. 

QUIT; exit from System One software to DOS 
and allow System One software to be over-written 
in memory; thus, no ability to return to System One 
except by re-starting the software from the begin
ning by typing S 1 <Enter>. Any stored image from 
the Image Save ( <AIl><F8> ) facility is lost when 
QUIT is executed . When the QUlT command is is
sued, System One automatically saves the current 
test in a file called APLAST$$.TST, the current pro
cedure in a file called APLAST$$ .PRO, and the cur
rent macro in a file called APLAST$$.MAC. If, 
when you next start System One, you wish to start 
up with this same test, procedure, and macro loaded 
which were in use when you quit, type S I !L (for 
last) and the system will start with those files in use. 
See Command Line options in the CREATING 
YOUR CUSTOM SOFfWARE START-UP PRO
CESS chapter beginning on page 28-1 for more de'
tails_ 

Each of the remaining menu selections leads to a 
second level menu; these are RUN, LOAD, SAVE, 
APPEND, EDIT, HELP, NAMES, IF, UTIL, COM
PUTE, and:. As you become familiar with System 
One commands, you may type the first letters of the 
desired commands in rapid sequence and proceed 
through the desired actions without stopping to have 
each menu displayed. For example, to load another 
test, press <Esc> <L> <T> filename <Enter>. Each 
of the two-level menu commands is discussed 
below, along with the second level menu choices. 

13.2. Run Menu 

RUN: PROCEDURE TEST GRAPH BAR
GRAPH LOCAL REMOTE SLAVE CALL 
EXIT 

RUN PROCEDURE starts execution of any pro
cedure presently in the procedure buffer. If the 
error message PROCEDURE BUFFER IS EMPTY 
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OR INVALID is displayed, il is eilher because no 
procedure has been loaded, because a procedure has 
been incorreclly ediled lO produce an unacceptable 
header or emply firSlline, or because a procedure 
from an earlier S I soflware version has been loaded. 
If the earlier version procedure is compalible with 
lhe currenl version, il can be made lo run by chang
ing the firsl line of the procedure from 
PROCEDUREvl.xx or PROCEDUREv2.00 lo 
PROCEDUREv2.1O. Earlier version procedures 
should be compatible unless lhey included arrow
keystrokes lo move the cursor around the panel lo 
change sellings during a procedure. 

RUN TEST starts the lesl presenlly sel up on the 
panel; this is idenlicallo the <F9> key. 

RUN GRAPH re-graphs data presently in mem
ory, identicallo the <F7> key. 

Last loaded or 
Last loaded or 
Last loaded or 
Last loaded or 

File currently 
(Last loaded or 

LOAD AttD SAVE 

saued Procedure (.PRO) file 
saued COIrlll1ent (. TXT) ri Ie 
saued Data (.DAT) file 
saued Macro LMAC) fi Ie 

in ~emory 

RUN BAR-GRAPH displays the bargraph for an
alog indicalion of measuremenl paramelers and ana
log control of stimulus. See the BARGRAPH chap
ler. This command is identical lo the <F2> key. 

RUN LOCAL, RUN REMOTE, and RUN 
SLAVE are all relaled lo eilher "Splil Sile" (RE
MOTE) operalion or use wilh the "S" (RS-232 se
rial) versions of Syslem One. See the "Remole 
Mode for Transmission Tesling and Laplop Com
puler Operalion" chapler for details on these com
mands. 

RUN CALL, followed by a sub-procedure name 
and <EnLer>, jumps control from a procedure lO lhe 
sub-procedure. See the Sub-Procedures seclion of 
lhe PROCEDURES chapler for more informalion 
and examples. 

RUN EXIT, in a sub-procedure, relurns proce
dure flow control La the poinl immedialely follow
ing the RUN CALL stalemenl in the calling proce
dure or sub-procedure. If a sub-procedure contain-

IttFORMAT IOtt 

:: 

saued .TST, .LIM, .SWP, .EQ, or .OVL file) 

LOAD: ~ LIMIT SWEEP COMMEttT PROCEDURE MACRO DATA EQ OVERLAY WAVEFORM 
Load test fro~ .TST file AUDIO PRECISIOtt SYSTEM OttE, u 2.10 

Figure 13·2 Load and Save Information Panel 

http:PROCEDUREv2.1O
http:PROCEDUREv2.00
http:PROCEDUREvl.xx
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ing a RUN EXIT command is run by itself, an error 
message will result when the RUN EXIT line is 
reached since the sub-procedure was not called and 
does not know where to return. 

13.3. Load Menu 

LOAD: TEST LIMIT SWEEP COMMENT 
PROCEDURE MACRO DATA EQ OVER
LAY WAVEFORM 

When the LOAD selection is made, an informa
tion screen is displayed in addition to the second
level menu choices. This screen shows the proce
dure, comment, data, and macro file last loaded or 
saved. It also shows the name of the file (.TST 
. LIM, .SWP, .EQ, or .OVL) currently in main file 
memory. This is the file whose panels will be dis
played in PANEL mode, whose data will be dis
played when the <F7> key is pressed, and whose 
data can be edited in Edit Data mode. See Figure 
13-2 for an illustration of this information screen. 

All Load commands have certain features in com
mon. Each will ask for the file name of a pre
viously-saved file of the appropriate type (xx.TST, 
xx .LIM, xx .SWP, xx.TXT, xX.PRO. xx.MAC. 
xx .DAT, xx.EQ, xx.OVL, xx. WA V) to load from 
disk. The first 88 file names (in the current direc
tory) of that type will be shown and may be selected 
via arrow keys or mouse, or a file name of a compat
ible type (including disk drive prefix and/or com
plete subdirectory palhname. if not in the current di
rectory) may be typed in . When typing in file 
names, the horizontal arrow keys maybe used to 
move back into the typed-in material to make correc
tions. The <Ins> key may be used to toggle back 
and forth between overtype mode and insert mode. 
The DOS "wild card" symbols of'" and ?, other 
disk drive designators such as B: or D:, and sub-di
rectory path names may be used to view a directory 
of other types offiles or files in other directories 
than the current directory. See your DOS manual 
for more information on use of wild card symbols 
and path names. 

Note that .TST, .LIM, .SWP..EQ, and .OVL files 
all have the same structure and occupy the same 
main file memory area when loaded. Thus, if you 
wish to load and examine a test. then load and exam
ine a limit file, and then go back to the test. you 
must load the test again since it will have been 
erased from memory (ram) when the limit file was 
loaded. 

LOAD TEST asks for the file name of a pre
viously-saved test to load into main file memory in 
order to either use the test setup or to examine the 
saved data (or both)_ 

LOAD LIMIT asks for the file name of a pre
viously-saved limit file to load into main file mem
ory in order to examine and possibly edit the data . 

LOAD SWEEP asks for the file name of a pre
viously-saved sweep table file to load into main file 
memory in order to examine and possibly edit the 
specified frequency or amplitude steps. 

LOAD COMMENT asks for the file name of a 
comment file to bring into the "Comments Buffer" 
section of memory, typically either to attach to the 
current test for print-out or for further editing of the 
comments. All comments and error files (files with 
xx.TXT file type) on the disk will be shown in al
phabeticalorder; you may select the file via cursor 
or by typing in its name. Any other ASCII file may 
be loaded into the comments buffer if its full file 
name. including the extension, is typed in. Load 
Comment capability may thus be used to display a 
summary error file at the end of a test or procedure; 
the procedure SYS22CKPRO distributed with Sys
tem One software includes an example of this tech
nique. Load Comment may also be used to view 
ASCII files such as AUTOEXEC.BAT, CON
F/G.SYS, and other files. These files may be ed
ited in the comments editor and the edited versions 
may be saved under the original or new file names. 

LOAD PROCEDURE asks for the file name of 
a procedure file to bring into the "Procedure Buffer" 
section of memory, either to run or for further edit
ing. All procedures files (files with xX.PRO file 
type) on the disk will be shown and may be selected 
with cursor or by typing. 
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LOAD MACRO asks for the file name of a pre
viously-saved macro file to load into the "Macro 
Buffer" section of memory. Once loaded, it will de
fine the keystroke sequences to be executed when a 
contact closure occurs at any of the eight pins of the 
PROGRAM CONTROL INPUT connector on the 
DCX-127 front pane\. See the Edit Macro section 
below and the DCX-127 chapter for more details. 

LOAD DATA asks for the file name of a pre
viously-saved ASCII data file to convert into binary 
and bring into the test data section of main file mem
ory, either to graph onto the screen (Run Graph or 
<F7» or for editing. All data files (files with 
xx.DAT file type) on the disk will be shown and 
may be selected. 

LOAD EQ asks for the file name of a previously
saved equalization file to bring into main file mem
ory, typically for editing or to graph or examine. 

LOAD OVERLAY asks for the file name of a 
previously-saved overlay file to bring into main file 
memory. The overlay file will set new test condi
tions for all fields which were saved, but will pro
tect or preserve the values and parameters remaining 
from the previously-used test in any fields which 
were "punched out" when the overlay file was cre
ated and saved. 

LOAD WAVEFORM asks for the file name of 
a previously-saved waveform acquired by the DSP 
modules in a System One + DSP or System One 
Dual Domain. That waveform will then be 
downloaded to the DSP module. Certain key set
tings of System One panels will also be restored to 
the settings in effect when the waveform was saved. 
See the DSP manual for more details. 

13.4. Save Menu 

SA VE: TEST LIMIT SWEEP COMMENT 
PROCEDURE MACRO DATA EQ OVER
LAY GRAPHIC WAVEFORM 

When the SA VE selection is made from the 
COMMAND menu, an information screen is dis
played in addition to the second-level choices. This 
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screen is identical to that displayed when LOAD is 
selected, and is illustrated in Figure 13-2 on page 13
4. 

All Save commands have certain features in com
mon. Each will ask ror a file name under which to 
save the test, limit, sweep table, comments, proce
dure, macro, data, equalization, graphic data list, 
overlay, or waveform file. The file name supplied 
may be up to eight characters long and may include 
alphabetic characters A through Z, numerals 0 
through 9, and the symbols $ ( ) & ' _ - @ # { } % 
-! DOS does not distinguish between upper and 
lower case letters in file names. The horizontal 
arrow keys may be used to move back into the 
typed-in material to edit it. The <Ins> key will tog
gle between overtype mode and insert mode when 
editing typed-in material. If you wish to save the 
file in a directory other than the current directory, 
you must supply the complete path name including 
disk drive prefix (if not the current disk) and sub
directory path. The full path name cannot exceed 
26 characters. The extension (file type) need not be 
typed in and does not count as part of the 26-charac
ter limitation. The extension will be automatically 
supplied by the system, (unless a specific extension 
is typed in by the user) depending on the file type 
being saved: xx.TST for tests, xx.LIM for limits, 
xx.SWP for sweep tables, xx.TXT for comments, 
xX.PRO for procedures, xx.MAC for macros, 
xx.DAT for data, xx.EQ for equalization, xx.OVL 
for overlays, and xx.W A V for waveforms. 

The first 88 files (in the current directory) of the 
type being saved will be shown alphabetically ar
ranged on screen. Typing in the name of a file of 
the same type presently existing in the directory (or 
positioning the cursor on one of the file names dis
played on screen and pressing <Enter», wi 11 result 
in a message that the file name already exists. The 
system will request confirmation by pressing Y that 
you wish to over-write the existing file. If you do, 
the existing file will be destroyed and replaced by 
the current file you are saving. If you do not wish 
to destroy the existing file, press <Esc> Save (file
type) and supply a new file name which does not 
conflict. In a procedure (see the Procedures chap
ter), the Y for overwrite is not required. The soft
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ware assumes that the procedure has been properly 
planned and that it is permissible to over-write any 
file if the procedure issues a SAVE command. 

SA VE TEST saves the current test setup, data, 
and commenlS (if any) to disk, with a xx.TST file 
type (extension). xx.TST files are binary files and 
cannOl be viewed or edited by nonnal text editors. 
xx.TST files (and the identical-format xx.LIM, 
xx .SWP, xx.EQ, and xx.OVL file types-see below) 
occupy disk space which depends on the number of 
data points in the stored data. The minimum file 
size, with zero data points, is approximately 1,660 
bytes for the header and panel setup information. 
Thirteen bytes are added for each data point. Thus, 
tests with up to 29 data points (28-step sweeps) will 
store in a 2k disk cluster. Tests with up to 186 data 
points (l8S-stcp sweeps) will store in a 4k disk clus
ter. 

SA VE LIMIT saves the current test setup, data, 
and commcnts to disk, with a xx .LlM file type. 
xx. LIM file types are binary files of identicalfor
fTUJtto xx.TST files and can be used interchange
ably. When attached to a test by the Names Upper 
or Names Lower command, only the data will be 
used. The purpose of Save Limit is to create a dis
tinctive file type (extension) so that only limit files 
will be displayed as the directory during Names 
Upper and Names Lower activities. 

SA VE SWEEP saves the current test setup, data, 
and comments (if any) to disk with a xx.SWP file 
type (extension). xx.SWP files are binary files of 
identical forfTUJtto xx]ST files and can be used in
terchangeably. When attached to a test by the 
Names Sweep command, only the independent vari
able data (first column when viewed in DISPLAY 
TABLE or Edit Data modes) will be used. The pur
pose of the Save Sweep command is to create a dis
tinctive file extension so that only sweep table files 
will be displayed as the directory during Names 
Sweep activities. 

SAVE COMMENT saves, as an ASCII file, any 
text presently in the comments buffer. See Edit 
CommenlS for instructions on how to create text in 
the comments buffer. Comments files are saved 
with a xx.TXT file type . Save Comment is used 

when creating a commenlS "fonn" for repeated use 
in different teslS. If the comments created are 
unique to the particular test and will not be used 
elsewhere, Save Comment is unnecessary since the 
comments buffer is automatically saved as part of 
the xx.TST file when Save Test is done. Edit, 
Save, and Load CommenlS may also be used as a 
general-purpose text editor. If a specific extension 
is typed in, it will override the xx .TXT extension. 

SAVE PROCEDURE saves, as an ASCII file, 
any procedure presently in the procedure buffer. 
See Edit Procedure below and the PROCEDURES 
chapter of this manual for instructions on how to 
create procedures. The xX.PRO file type will be 
added automatically. 

SA VE MACRO saves the current contenlS of the 
Macro editor. Macros define the keystroke se
quences which will be executed when an external 
contact closure is made at the PROGRAM CON
TROL INPUT connector on the front panel of the 
DCX-I27 module . This facility permilS easy addi
tion of completely flexible custom keyboards in ad
dition to or in place of the standard PC keyboard. 
This is particularly useful in production test applica
tions. The xx .MAC file type will be added automat
ically. See the Edit Macro section below and the 
DCX-127 chapter for more details . 

SAVE OATA asks for a file name under which 
to save the data currently in memory as a tabular, 
comma-delimited ASCII file. This differs from the 
Save Test command, which saves test setup, data, 
and commenlS in a binary format not suitable for ed
iting. The purpose of Save Data is for transfer of 
data to other programs such as statistical, 
database, or spreadsheet programs. The file type 
xx .DAT will be added automatically unless another 
ex tension is typed in. 

SA VE EQ asks for a file name under which to 
save the equalization data currently in memory. 
xx.EQ file types are binary files of identical for

fTUJtto xx.TST files and can be used interchange
ably. When used as an equalization file, only the in
dependent and first dependent variable data 
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(SOURCE-l frequency and DATA-l amplitude) are 
used . See the EQUALIZATION chapter for more 
information on equalization capability. 

SA VE OVERLAY asks for a file name under 
which to save the overlay file currently in memory. 
An overlay (xx.OVL) file differs from a xx.TST file 
only in that one or more panel fields have been 
"punched out". The result, when an overlay file is 
loaded, is that the value from the previous panel con
ditions will be unchanged where any "punched-out" 
fields load. This has the effect of preserving a field 
from the previous test, instead of over-writing the 
parameter with a new value. Panels with one or 
more punched-out fields may only be saved as 
xx .OVL files. See the Partial Load (Overlay) sec
tion of the PROCEDURES chapter for more infor
mation. 

SA VE GRAPHIC saves, under the file name 
supplied by the user, the necessary information to 
create a high-resolution (vector graphics) plot to an 
HPGL plotter or laser print to an HP LaserJet or 
PostScript-compatible laser printer such as the 
Apple LaserWriter. The saved file will have the ex
tension .GDL (Graphics Data List. See the sections 
beginning on page 15-6 of the HARD COPY 
PRINTOUT chapter for full details. 

SA VE WAVEFORM saves, under the file name 
supplied by the user, the waveform data presently 
stored in data memory in the DSP module of a Sys
tem One + DSP or System One Dual Domain unit. 
The .W A V extension will be automatically added. 
This waveform data may then later be downloaded 
from disk to the DSP unit by the LOAD WA VE
FORM command for further analysis or display. 
The size of a saved waveform file on disk may be 
quite large (approaching 256 kbytes), depending on 
the amount of memory in the DSP unit, which FFT 
program was used to acquire the data, and whether 
the full contents of both data channels are saved. 
See the DSP chapter for more details. 

13.5. Append Menu 

APPEND: TEST DATA 

The APPEND TEST and APPEND DAT A com
mands permit loading and attaching data from a 
specified file to the end of the data presently in 
memory. Each command will ask for the name of a 
previously-saved file of the corresponding type 
(.TST or .DAT) to be appended to the data in mem
ory. The data is appended following a - lE+32 
value as a delimiter. This value is recognized as a 
special value during re-plots via F7. The system 
will then not draw a vector from the last point of 
the previous section of data to the first point of the 
next, eliminating re-trace effects. The entire data 
file, original plus appended, can then be saved or re
plotted with the F7 key exactly as a nested sweep re
plots. 

The system will append the data from the speci
fied file without checking for consistency in mea
surement parameters or units between the files. 
The user must thus assure himself or herself that it 
is logical to append files . When the file to be ap
pended is logically consistent with the data in mem
ory (for example, both frequency response tests) the 
units in which they are stored must still be consid
ered. If both files have amplitude measured in abso
lute units (Volts , dBV, or dBu), the appended data 
will be correctly converted into the display units of 
the test presently in memory, to which they are ap
pended. 

If the appended test file used non-absolute units 
such as dBm or Watts (which depend on the circuit 
impedance value), dBr, or one of the relative fre
quency units, additional factors must be considered. 
In all cases, non-absolute units in the stored file 
being appended will be interpreted in terms of the 
reference value for that unit on the panel of the test 
into which it is loaded. dBm or Watts units will 
thus be correctly appended only if the dBm/W REF 
value on both tests is identical. If the appended test 
file used dBr units, the data will not load as the cor
rect absolute amplitudes unless the dBr REF value 
saved with the test is identical to the dBr REF value 
on the L VFl panel of the test to which it is being 
appended. When preserving absolute amplitude rela
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tionships is important, the best procedure when ap
pending tests with dBr units is to first change to ab
solute units (dBu, dBV, or V) and re-save, then ap
pend. If the goal is to append dEr tests so that all 
pass through zero dBr at a specific horizontal value, 
a copy of each lest can be prepared with the dBr 
REF value setLO a standard value such as one Volt. 
Compute NonnaJize is then used to cause each test 
to go through zero dBr. The test copy can then be 
saved and ultimately appended. 

13.6. Edit Menu 

EDIT: COMMENT PROCEDURE DATA 
MACRO 

EDIT COMMENT takes you to a full-screen ed
itor. See the General Edit Capability section at the 
end of this EDIT section for a discussion of the edi
tor capability . In Edit Comments mode, you can 
create alphanumeric text which will be saved with 
the current test and printed out along with a graph 
via Run Graph or <F7> or Run Test or <F9>, fol
lowed by the <*> key (without pressing <Shift» . 
These comments could consist of operator name, 
test condilions such as temperature, humidity, or 
voltage, status of the device under test such as the 
value of experimental components or the position of 
controls, or other information . When a test is saved, 
any comments in the edit comment buffer will also 
be saved along with the setup and data in a xx.TST 
file. It is also possible to save the comments buffer 
separately via Save Comments; this will result in a 
xx.TXT file. 

The double vertical bar symbols in the "ruler 
lines" at the top and bouom of the editor screen 
mark the edges of the graph printout to which the 
comments will be attached . If it is desired to have 
comments exactly aligned below the graph bound
aries, comments text should be generated only be
tween those two columns. Note that the spacing be
tween these symbols changes with different video 
display systems and changes if the (p command line 
option is used to specify different widths for graphic 
printout. 

EDIT PROCEDURE uses the editor in order to 
edit or create a test procedure--a series of steps 
linked together in the desired order, with inter
spersed prompting messages to an operator, control 
commands via an interface to external hardware, 
and inclusions of user-wriuen sections of software 
in other languages such as BASIC. Edit Procedure 
mode thus permits generation of a complete set of 
tests on a device which can then be run by operators 
of even sub-technician skill level. See the PROCE
DURES chapter for complete details. 

EDIT DATA places you in the editor with tabu
lar data from the most recent test taken by the 
xx.TST file or current panel setup. The principal 
purpose of the Edit Data capability is to modify or 
create files for use as limits, sweep tables, or equal
ization curves. Note that the Edit Data function 
must translate data from the binary format in which 
it is stored into a readable ASCII format in columns, 
which can take several seconds for a long data file. 
Similarly, when <Esc> is pressed to exit from Edit 
Data to the command menu, several seconds may be 
required to translate all the data back into binary for
mat if any data has been changed; if the data was 
simply examined but not changed, the transition 
back to the menu will be very rapid. 

EDIT MACRO command moves you into the 
macro editor, used for defining actions which will 
be triggered by contact closures at the PROGRAM 
CONTROL INPUT connector of the DCX-127 mod
ule. This capability is intended for limited-function 
keyboards which will replace or supplement the 
computer keyboard, particularly in production test 
applications with limited-experience operators. 

The PROGRAM CONTROL INPUT connector 
supports up to eight individual switches, connected 
to pins 1 through 8. A contact closure to ground 
(pin 9) at any of those contacts will trigger the 
"playback" of the keystroke sequence defined as the 
corresponding macro (1 through 8) in the currently
loaded macro file. Macro files may be created, 
saved (xx.MAC file type), and loaded as desired to 
define and re-define the functions. 

Each macro is defined by a line or lines begin
ning with 
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N= 

or 

N+ 

where N is the number from 1 through 8 correspond
ing to the connector pin which will control it. The 
= sign is used for normal priority macros, and the + 
sign for high priority macros. The numeral must be 
in the first column with no preceding spaces. There 
must not be a space between the numeral and the = 
or + sign. Spaces following the = or + sign will be 
interpreted exactly as they would be during a proce
dure . For example, if the macro includes PANEL 
mode with the cursor on a multiple-choice field, 
spaces will move the cursor through the choices to 
the right. Each macro definition continues until the 
beginning of the next definition or the end of the 
buffer. Thus, it is possible for a single definition to 
occupy several lines. 

Macros may be created directly in the editor or 
may be "learned" into the Procedure editor via the 
Util Learn feature and then transferred into the 
Macro Editor. A number of keystrokes which could 
be useful in macros cannot be directly created in the 
editor and thus must be learned in Util Learn mode 
and transferred into the Macro Editor. Figure 13-3 
shows the IBM graphic representation of a number 
of those keystrokes, as they will be seen after press
ing the corresponding keys during a Util Learn oper
ation. 

An entire procedure can be learned via Util 
Learn, saved with the .PRO extension, and loaded 
into the macro buffer by typing in the full name in
cluding !he .PRO extension. It may then have the 
"1=" or "1+" macro designator added and the 
PROCEDUREv2.1O and UTIL END header and 
footer removed and be re-saved under another name 
wi!h the .MAC extension. 

ASCI I 
Screen Learn Mode Editor 
Display J<eystroke J<eystrokes Function 

t <up arrow> <Alt>Z4 cursor up 
l <down arrow> <Alt>Z5 cursor down 
~ <left arrow> <Alt>17 cursor left 
~ <right arrow> <Alt>16 cursor right 

I 
.'i <Ctrl><Hollle> <Alt>Z35 panel cursor to ref. position 

<HOllie> <Alt>187 panel cursor to top 
<End> <Alt>195 panel cursor to bottolll 
<PgDn> <Alt>197 next set of panels 
<PgUp> <Alt>189 last set of panels  
<Ins> <Alt>198 insert lIIode (toggle to ouertype)  

~ <Del> <Alt>199 decrelllent ualue  
+ <+> <Alt>43 increlllent ualue 
* <*> <Alt>4Z screen dUlllp print-out 
l! <Ctrl><right arrow> <Alt>Z3Z right end of lIIult. choices 
T <Ctrl><left arrow> <Alt>Z31 left end of lIIult. choices 
fI <Ctrl><PgDn> <Alt>Z34 bottolll of editor 

<Ctrl><PgUp> <Alt>Z48 top of editor 
1 <Alt><P> <A I t>141 punch out present field 
ii <Alt><B> <A I t>164 blank all panel fields 
Ii <Alt><R> <Alt>1Z8 restore all panel fields 
II <Alt><A> <A I t>146 increlllent ouerlay uideo attribute 
0 <Alt><S> <Alt>147 decrelllent ouerlay uideo attribute 
a <Alt><Z> <Alt>160 set ouerlay uideo attribute to zero 

Figure 13-3 Screen Appearance of Keystrokes Which May Be Used in Procedures and Macros 

http:PROCEDUREv2.1O
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In the typical situation where several macros are 
to be defined , however, it is simpler to transfer them 
from the procedure editor to the macro editor via 
the <AIt><F6> capability. Any block of material in 
the Edit Procedure (or Edit Comment or Edit Data) 
buffer which is marked with the <Alt><F6> key 
will be deleted into the copy buffer of the Edit 
Macro buffer. This contrasts with the action of the 
<F6> key (without the <Alt> key), which deletes 
only into the copy buffer of the Editor section pres
ently being used. After using <AIt><F6> to move 
text from the Edit Procedure buffer to the Edit 
Macro copy buffer, you can then exit to the menu 
with <Esc>, Edit Macro, move the cursor to the de
sired insertion point, and press <Alt><F5> to copy 
the text into the Edit Macro buffer. The additional 
information (3=, 5+, etc .) may then be added and 
the macro saved with the desired name. 

Any macro terminates when it starts a procedure, 
even if there were additional keystrokes still in the 
macro. Any macro terminates if it causes Edit 
Macro. All macros are ignored when in Edit Macro 
mode. 

Normal macros (=) will run if selected while a 
procedure is paused. The contact closure which 
would normally start a normal macro will be ig
nored if a procedure is running or if another macro 
is running. 

High priority macros (+), if the initiating contact 
closure is made while a procedure is running, will 
immediately start executing. Since the status of the 
procedure at this time is undefined, the interaction 
of the macro and procedure running simultaneously 
is undefinable. It is thus best to start most high pri
ority macros with: 

N+/Al 

This is the "procedure language" code for <AIt>Fl, 
which aborts a procedure without turning off the 
generator. An exception to this rule would be a 
macro intended to be used as the "panic button" to 
stop any activity, which would be: 

N+/Fl 

A macro to pause a procedure and commence 
again after pause would be: 

N+/FIO 

A high priority macro will terminate any other 
macro running at the time the contact closure is 
made. 

See the Program Control Input section of the 
DCX-l27 chapter for more information and exam
ples of macros. 

13.6.1. General Edit Capabililty 

A summary of all the keys usable in EDIT mode 
may be brought to the screen at any time by press
ing <Esc> Help Editor; this screen is reproduced as 
Figure 13-7. 

The editor funcLions in either insert mode or over
write mode , selected by alternate operations (toggle) 
of the <Ins> key. When first selected, the editor 
will always be in insert mode. Movement of the 
cursor is controlled by the arrow keys, <Home>, 
and <End>. <PgUp> and <PgDn> permit paging 
through text. The <Ctrl> key "amplifies" the func
tion of the left and right arrows and the <Home>, 
<End>, <PgUp>, and <PgDn> keys. Specifically, 
<Ctrl><PgDn> takes you to the end of the buffer 
and <Ctrl><PgUp> to the top of the buffer. 

A section of text may be deleted to a copy buffer 
within that editor by moving the cursor to one end 
of the secLion, marking it by use of the <F6> key, 
then moving the cursor to the other end of the sec
tion and pressing <F6> again. If it is desired to 
copy the text from the buffer at some point, move 
the cursor to that point and press the <F5> function 
key. Only the block of text most recently moved to 
the buffer with the <F6> key will remain; any text 
previously in the buffer will be lost. Text in the "de
lete buffer" is maintained even through the loading 
of another file into that same editor, so the delete 
buffer may be used to "cut and paste" or copy text 
from one procedure file to another, one comments 
file to another, etc. 
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SYSTEM ONE STATUS AND INFORMAT 1[11"1 

Maximum Data Points "110 0 used) 
Internal EQ, Limit, Sweep Points Z00 
Maximum Edit-Data Size Z"I657 0 used + 0 in copy buffer) 
Maximum Edit-Procedure Size 13523 0 used + 0 in copy buffer) 
Maximum Edit-Comment Size 13523 0 used + 0 in copy buffer) 
Maximum Edit-Macro Size 3002 0 used + 0 in copy buffer) 
Bytes Reserued for DOS 65536 
DSP Acquisition Buffer Size 0 

PCI type = 1 (at address Z3B hex) 
Display type 12 (VGA, Color Monitor) 
Printer Status = 90 hex, Selected, Not Busy, Paper O~ 
Graph Print Mode 3, Portrait, 3.3" High (72 dpi)' 5.3" Wide (2"10 dpil 

Local Instruments: GEN Avai lable 
(updated by UTIL RESTORE) ANLR Ava i lab Ie 

DCX Not Connected 
SWI Not Connected 
DSP = Auailable (+ DIO opt.) 
CPU B03B6 with B03B7 math coprocessor 

HELP: -HWXdrne OVERLAY ED lTOR DSP PANEL 
Show special functions keys help screen AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE, u 2.10 

Figure 13-4 HELP Information Screen 

Fl 
Alt-Fl 
F2 
F3 
Alt-F3 
Ctrl-F3 
F4 
Alt-F"I 

F7 
Alt-F7 
Alt-FB 
FB 
F9 
Ctrl-F9 
Alt-F9 
Shft-F9 

flO 
Alt-FlO 
Ctrl-Fl0 

Shft-PrtSc 

SPECIAL FUNCTIONS ~EYS 

Turn generator off NOW! Also aborts procedure playback.  
Aborts procedure playback without changing generator.  
Display readings on BAR-GRAPH screen.  
Set GEN dBr reference to the present GEN amplitude setting.  
Set GEN Freq reference to the present GEM frequency setting.  
Regulate as specified (and if enabled) on Regulation panel.  
Set Analyzer dBr reference to the present measurement.  
Set Analyzer Frequency reference to the present measurement.  

Plot data from memory. Use graph already on-screen if possible.  
Plot limits.  
Store graphics image of screen into memory.  
Recall preuiously saved graphics.  
Measure and plot new data. Use graph already on-screen if possible.  
Measure and plot new data, keeping old data.  
Auto-repeat test with erasure of last trace.  
External test with termination on reversal to pane] frequency.  

Pause/continue (used during sweeps and procedures).  
Single step procedure (used after FlO).  
Pause procedure for user numerical input.  
Special Print-screen with comments.  
Normal ROM-BIOS Print-screen.  

Figure 13-5 HELP SPECIAL Screen 
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=========== OVERLAY J<EYS FOR PAHEL ED I TOR 

Alt-P 

Enter 

Alt-B 
Alt-R 

Alt-A 
Alt-S 
Alt-Z 
S1 /Vn 

A Table of 
Value 

(:) 

1 
112 
135 

Punch out the field on panel selected by cursor.  
Punched out fields will be missing in saued ouerlays.  
Returns the selected field to normal.  

Blanks all fields.  
Restores all fields.  

Adds 1 to video attribute ualue for overlay fields.  
Subtracts 1 from video attribute value for ouerlay fields.  
Zeros the video attribute for overlay fields.  
Command line option to set the uideo attribute to 'n' .  

a few Video Attributes with effects on selected displays. 
Color Display Monochrome Display Monochrome with intensity 
Black Black Black 
Dark Blue Under-score Dim 
Reverse Video Reuerse Video Reuerse Video 
Flashing White Flashing Flashing 

Ouerlay video attribute presently 1 

Figure 13-6 HELP oVERLA Y Screen 

Up 
Down 
Left 
Right 
Ctrl-Left 
Ctrl-Right 

Home 
End 
Ctrl-Home 
ChI-End 
PgUp 
PgDn 
Ctrl-PgUp 
Ctrl-PgDn 

Del 
Backspace 
Insert 
F5 
Alt-FS 
F6 
Alt-F6 

EDITOR J<EYS 

Moue cursor up one line. 
Move cursor down one line.  
Moue cursor left one (1) character.  
Moue cursor right one (1) character.  
Moue cursor left fiue (5) characters.  
Moue cursor right fiue (5) characters_  

Move cursor to the beginning of the line.  
Moue cursor to the end of the line.  
Moue cursor to the top of the screen.  
Moue cursor to the bottom of the screen.  
Move one page towards the beginning of the text.  
Move one page towards the end of the text.  
Moue to the beginning of the text.  
Moue to the end of the text.  

Delete the character at the cursor.  
Delete the character before the cursor.  
Toggle between Insert and Ouertype editing modes.  
Copy the Delete buffer to the text buffer at the cursor.  
Copy the Edit Macro Delete buffer to the text buffer.  
Block Delete to buffer from cursor to where F6 is again pressed.  
Block Delete to the Edit Macro Delete buffer.  

Figure 13-7 HELP EDITOR Screen 
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If it is desired to move sections of text between 
editor sections (for example, from the procedure eru
tor to the macro editor), the <All><F6> and 
<All><F5> keys may be used. Text marked at its 
beginning and end in any editor with the 
<ALl><F6> key will be deleted to the copy buffer of 
the Macro editor. Text currently in the Macro edi
LOr copy buffer will be copied to the present cursor 
position of any editor section when the <Alt><F5> 
key is pressed. 

Note that the Load Comment, Edit Comment, 
and Save Comment capability may also be used as a 
simple, general purpose text editor LO review or gen
erate text files such as AUTOEXEC.BAT files. The 
automatic filename extension of xx.TXT given LO 

comments files when saving can be over-ridden by 
supplying an explicit file type, such as xx.BAT if 
generating or eruting a batch file. 

13.7. Help Menu 

HELP: SPECIAL OVERLAY EDITOR 
DSP PANEL 

When the HELP selection is made, an informa
tion screen is displayed in addition to the second
level menu choices. This information screen shows 
memory assigned LO the various buffers controlled 
by the IB option at S 1.EXE St.arlup. IL also shows 
information on the interface card, display type, 
printer, print screen function, which instrument mod
ules are connected to the system, and computer pro
cessor and math coprocessor type. This screen is re
produced in Figure 13-4. 

HELP SPECIAL puLS on screen a one-page sum
mary of the effect of the function keys <Fl> 
through <FLO>. The Help Special screen is repro
duced in Figure 13-5 . 

HELP OVERLAY pULS on screen a one-page 
summary of the keys associated with overlay mode. 
The Help Overlay screen is reproduced in Figure 13
6. 

HELP EDITOR puLS on screen a one-page sum
mary of the keys available when in any of the Edit 
modes. The Help Editor screen is reproduced as 
Figure 13-7. 

HELP DSP displays a one-page summary of the 
key features of the particular OSP program which 
has been allached LO a test and thus down-loaded to 
the OSP module . The Help OSP screen is thus com
pletely OSP program-dependenl. 

HELP PANEL displays a summary of the two
character mnemonic codes which permit instant 
jumping LO often-used fields on each software panel. 
These codes may be used during manual operation 
or LO experute making panel changes during a proce
dure. 

13.8. Names Menu 

NAMES: UPPER LOWER SWEEP GEN
EQ ERR-FILE OFF TITLE RENAME 
CLEAR DELTA PROGRAM 

When NAMES is selected or the <N> key is 
pressed, the Names screen information dispJay will 
appear in addition to the Names Menu subsidiary 
choices, as shown in Figure 13-8. This panel shows 
the names of the della, upper and lower compare 
(limits), sweep source, generator equalization, error 
reporting , and OSP program files (if any) attached 
to the test presently in memory. The Names panel 
also shows the current graph title (normally AUDIO 
PRECISION). If you are upgrarung procedures 
from version 1.60 to 2.10, note that three of these 
commands have been slightly changed since version 
1.60. They must be changed in any 1.60 procedures 
imported for use under version 2.10 software. 
These three changed commands are NAMES GEN
EQ (formerly NAMES GEN#l-EQ), NAMES ERR
FILE (formerly NAMES ERROR-FILE), and 
NAMES RENAME (formerly NAMES RENAME
TEST). 

NAMES UPPER asks for entry of the name of a 
file whose data is to be used as the upper acceptable 
limitLO which currently-measured data will be com
pared during go/no-go testing. The file name may 
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be typed in, or selected from the directory with the 
cursor and <Enter> key . The displayed directory 
will show only files with the xx.LIM extension, but 
xxTST, xx.EQ, or xx.SWP files could also be used 
by explicitJy typing them in. The file named as the 
UPPER limit will normally have been created using 
the Edit Data capability. See the ACCEPTANCE 
TEST LIMITS chapter for a discussion of how to 
create a file for use as a limit. 

NAMES LOWER is identical in principle to the 
Names Upper command, with the file name for the 
lower comparison test limit being attached to the 
test file. 

NAMES SWEEP permits attaching to a test file 
another file to be used as a sweep source table. 
STEP TABLE ON must also be selected on the 
SWEEP TEST DEFINITION panel for the table to 
be used in the test. The directory will display only 
those files with a xx.SWP extension, but xx.TST, 
xx.EQ, and xx.LIM files have identical formats and 

might be used in some circumstances. See the 
Table-Based Sweeps section of the SWEEP (F9) 
DEFINITION chapter. 

NAMES GEN-EQ (formerly NAMES GEN#l
EQ) permits attaching to a test file another file to be 
used as an equalization file, controlling the output 
amplitude of the generator as a function of fre
quency. The directory will display only those files 
with a xx.EQ extension, but xx.TST, xx .SWP, and 
xx.LIM files have identical formats and might be 
used in some circumstances. See the EQUALIZA
TION chapter for more detail. 

NAMES ERR-FILE (formerly NAMES 
ERROR-FILE) permits assignment of a file name 
into which out-of-Iimits information will be wrinen 
during execution of a test with limits, so that a fail
ure tag or report of deviations may be printed out or 
stored. When the test first runs, it will create an 
ASCII file of the assigned name with the xx .TXT 
extension. Each execution of a test will cause the 
test file name, date, time, and column headings for 

================ NAMES 

Title of graph AUD 10 PREC I S ION 

Compute Delta file SUB-RESP.TST  
Upper Compare file = RESP-UP.Llt1  
Lower Compare file = RESP-LO.LIM  
Sweep Source file FCC.SWP  
Gen Equalization file 7SUS_DE.EQ  
Error Reporting file PROOF. TXT  
Program file for DSP FFTGEN.DSP  
Program uersion for DSP 2.10-00  
Waueform file for DSP = IS031.WAU  

File currently in memory MAINRESP.tst  
(Last loaded or saued .TST, .LIM, .SWP, .EQ, or .OUL file)  

NAMES: ~ LOWER SWEEP GEN-EQ ERR-FILE OFF TITLE RENAME CLEAR DELTA PROGRAM  
Select file for upper compare limit AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE, u 2.10  

Figure 13-8 Names Panel 

http:7SUS_DE.EQ
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AUDIO PRECISION TESTNAME ~ILOGRAMS us POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH  

1  

0.1 

Figure 13-9 Top of Mono-Graph with Long Title Replacing Original Tit/e. Test Name. and Units 

the independent variable and dependent variable(s) 
LO be wrillen into the error file. If no out-of-limits 
measurements are made, the message "All data 
within limits" will be wrillen inLO the file. The 
same error file may be named to more than one test 
file. Each time a test file runs, it will append error 
information to anything already in the error file; 
thus, naming one error file for all the tests in a pro
cedure will cause it LO become the master error sum
mary of the entire set of tests. In such cases, the 
first line of the procedure should normally be 

DOS ERASE xx.TXT 

(where xx.TXT is the error file name) to erase the 
file remaining from when the procedure last ran. 

If PRN or LPTI (the DOS designations for the 
system printer) are specified instead of a file name, 
the system printer will print out the error file con
tents at the conclusion of the test. 

NAMES OFF temporarily disconnects an error 
file from a test. The error file name can then be re
allached to the test by the sequence: 

NAMES ERR-FILE <Enter> 

The purpose of Names Off is for use in conjunc
tion with Compute Center. Compute Center will 
slide test data vertically for best fit between upper 
and lower comparison limits. If Compute Center is 
to be used in a procedure with an error file, it is not 
normally desired for failure data to be wriuen into 
the error file when the test is first run. Instead, the 
desired sequence is to run the test with limits at
tached but error file disconnected. run Compute Cen

ter to center the data, re-connect the error file, and 
then re-compare the data to limits via F7, after the 
data has been slid for best fit. 

NAMES TITLE permits replacement of the 
AUDIO PRECISION title in the upper left comer of 
graphs (CGA color displays do not show the 
AUDIO PRECISION name due to larger characters 
required by the poorer resolution). The Names Title 
function may be used, for example, by a manufac
turer who desires to furnish test data to his 
customers and would prefer his company name in 
the title. 

Names Title may also be used LO deliberately 
over-write the standard units so that user-assigned 
units will appear in the top graph legend. Long ti
tles will replace portions of the top line information. 
With MONO-GRAPH display or EGA and VGA 
COLOR-GRAPH displays, the maximum number of 
characters in the top row of the graph is 79. The top 
row may consist of four elements: the TITLE (nor
mally AUDIO PRECISION), the test name (up LO 
eight characters of the DOS file name, not including 
the .TST extension), the measured parameters and 
units (for example, THD+N (%)), and the date and 
time. If the LOtal number of characters in those four 
elements exceeds 79, the lower priority elements 
will not be clisplayed. The priority among the ele
ments is: 

Title 
Parameters and Units 
Date and Time 
Test Name 
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Thus, the test name is the first clement to disap
pear when all elements (plus spaces between the ele
ments) exceed 79 characters total. The date and 
time are the second to disappear, etc . Since some 
parameters have more characters than others 
(BANDPASS vs THD+N, for example), the point at 
which lower-priority elements disappear will vary 
with test parameters. 

Figure 13-9 is an example in which a long title 
has been substituted for the usual title. The long 
"title" includes a title, test name, and custom units: 

AUDIO PRECISION TESTNAME KILO
GRAMS vs POUNDS PER SQUARE INCH 

Thi s causes the actual units and test name to be 
replaced . Note that the horizontal arrow keys and 
<Home> and <End> keys may be used to move 
back into the "title" and the < Ins> key toggles be
tween overtype mode and insert mode, to simplify 
editing of titles. 

With CGA COLOR-GRAPH display, the title, 
test name, dale, and time are not normally displayed 
due to the poorer resolution of the CGA display sys
tem. If, however, a title of more than 16 characters 
is entered in NAMES TITLE, the units will be de
leted from the top line and the title displayed in
stead. The maximum title length which can be dis
played in CGA COLOR-GRAPH mode is 39 charac
ters. 

NAMES RENAME (formerly NAMES RE
NAME-TESn permits replacement of the test name 
which will be shown in the top line of monochrome
displayed or table-displayed and printed graphs. 
This command Changes the name in computer mem
ory; if the test had already been saved under its pre
vious name, the old version of the xx.TST file will 
still remain on disk. A Save Test operation will 
save the test again under its new name. 

NAMES CLEAR permits wiping out in one ac
tion up to seven files attached to a test: the upper 
comparison file, lower comparison file, error report
ing file, sweep source file, generator equalization 
file, delta file, and DSP program file. When a se
ries oj tests are being generated by modifications 

oj an earlier test, any oj these files aI/ached to the 
original test will "propagate" through successive 
modifications unless conscious effort is made to re
move them. The Names Clear Junction simplifies 
their removal. 

NAMES DELTA specifies a file to be used in a 
Compute Delta operation. Compute Delta (see 
below) then subtracts the data in the named file 
from the data presently in memory. NOLe that, be
ginning with version 2.00, a Delta file name at
tached to a test is saved with the test just as any 
other attached name. In earlier software versions, a 
Delta file name did nOl save with the test but was ef
fecti vely part of the environment, working with aU 
tests loaded until it was replaced with another Delta 
file name. 

13.9. If Menu 

IF: ERROR[ NOTERROR[ ABOVE[ 
BELOW[ O[ I[ 2[ 3[ 4[ 5[ 6[ 7[ S[ 9[ 

The various IF commands permit conditional ac
tions to Lake place in a procedure. IF ERROR[, IF 
NOTERROR[, IF ABOYE[, and IF BELOW[ all 
cause the conditional action to Lake place depending 
upon whether an out-of-limits error occurs during 
the immediately preceding test. 

The IF n[ commands permit conditional action to 
Lake place depending upon which of the ten number 
keys, 0 through 9, the operator presses at a point in 
a procedure when the <Ctri> FlO key (lC 10) is exe
cuted. 

The action to be Laken in either case is described 
by the keystrokes between the If xx! statement and 
a closing bracket,]' As an example, assume that a 
file named ERRORFIL has been named as the error 
file for a test. If it is desired to have a procedure 
print an error file and halt the test when any out-of
limits measurement occurs, this could be the next 
line in the procedure after the <F9> command 
which starts the test: 

IF ERROR[ DOS COpy ERRORFIL.TXT 
PRN/R UTIL BREAK 1 
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If no out-of-Iimits measurement is found, the IF 
command will be skipped and the procedure will 
continue through the following steps. If an error 
does occur, the system will go to DOS, copy a file 
named ERRORFIL.TXT to the printer (note the IR 
for <Enter>, to select this file), then return to Sys
tem One software and halt the procedure. 

IF ERROR[ permits conditional actions when an 
error occurs during a test with limits. The action to 
be taken is described by the keystrokes between the 
If Error[ statement and a closing bracket, ]. 

IF NOTERROR[ permits conditional actions 
when an error does not occur during a test with lim
its. The action to be taken is described by the key
strokes between the square brackets [ ]. 

IF ABOVE[ permits conditional actions to take 
place in a procedure if a measurement above an 
upper limit value occurs during a test. The action to 
be taken is described by the keystrokes between the 
If Above[ statement and a closing bracket, ]. 

IF BELOW[ permits conditional actions to take 
place in a procedure if a measurement below a 
lower limit value occurs during a test. The action to 
be taken is described by the keystrokes between the 
If Below[ statement and a closing bracket, ]. 

IF o[ permits conditional actions to take place in 
a procedure when the operator presses a number key 
(0 through 9) on his computer keyboard correspond
ing to statements in the procedure. This permits cre
ation of menus within procedures so that operators 
may select from a number of possible courses of ac
tion. See the "Conditional Branching Upon Opera
tor Input" section beginning on page 25-6 of the 
PROCEDURES chapter for more detail. 

13.10. Util Menu 

UTIL: RESTORE OUT WAIT DELAY 
BREAK LEARN END PROMPT MESSAGE 
GOTO AES/EBU FEED 

UTIL RESTORE sets the System One hardware 
to the current condition of the System One software. 
It is not normally used unless there has been a 
power interruption, or if the System One hardware 
was not turned on and connected to the computer at 
the time the System One software was started . 

UTIL OUT permits sending a data word to a 
specified address port within the computer or to digi
tal output ports A, B, or C of the DCX-127 module. 
The purpose of this capability is control of external 
devices through an unused parallel port, via an inter
face card plugged into the computer, or via the 
DCX-l27. 

Util Out is normally used as part of a procedure, 
often to change the status of a remotely controllable 
device under test between portions of the test. Ex
amples include switching a tape recorder from re
cord to play mode or rewinding the tape, or switch
ing the gain or equalization of a remotely controlla
ble mixing console or audio processor. Util Out is 
the one menu command which does not return you 
to the top level menu after execution. This was 
done because sequences of several consecutive out
puts are frequently required to control a device. For 
example, a device controlled by a momentary con
tact closure may require two commands via a relay 
card; one to close the relay, and a second to re-open 
it. Such sequences can be executed more rapidly in 
a procedure since Util Out does not need to go back 
to the top menu between commands. 

Warning: writing to the wrong port can 
cause a serious mal/unction in your com
puter. 

The addresses of the three digital output ports on 
the DCX-127 module are A, B, and C. See the 
DCX-127 chapter of this manual for more details. 

If a monochrome card with a printer port is pres
ent, its address in decimal is 956. A second and 
third printer port if present would be decimal 888 
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and decimal 632. If no monochrome card printer 
port is furnished, the decimal address of the first 
printer port (treated by DOS as LPTl) is 888 and 
the second port (LPT2) is 632. Each individual bit 
line of a printer port is compatible with LSTTL 
logic. See the "Control of External Devices" sec
tion of the PROCEDURES chapter for connector 
pin information on printer ports. 

UTIL WAIT causes a procedure, during execu
tion, to pause until a specific binary word appears at 
a specific address port in the computer. The pur
pose of this capability is to synchronize a test proce
dure with the device under test or some other exter
nal event through an unused parallel port or 
input/olltput card plugged into the computer. An ex
ample could be a procedure which first rewinds a 
tape machine (by use of Uti I Out, above), then waits 
for a signal from the machine that it is fully re
wound before continuing through the procedure. 
Any address port can be specified with any data 
word (both expressed in decimal), and a "mask" 
word can also be spccified for the cases where the 
status of some bits of the data word are not impor
tant. If the signal from the external device is a sin
gle logic line, all other bits could thus be masked 
off so that the Util Wait function looks only at the 
single relevant bit. 

UTIL DELAY permits the insertion of a speci
fied time delay (in seconds) during a sequence of 
tests and operations in a procedure. It is typically 
used to permit a remotely controlled device or fix
ture to senle into its new condition before the test 
continues. 

UTIL BREAK causes a procedure to halt, return
ing to the COMMAND menu, when it executes. 
Uti I Break is usually used within an If Error state
ment, to stop a procedure when an out-of-limits mea
surement is detected. 

UTIL LEARN starts the keystroke recording pro
cess when creating procedures by learning key
strokes. All succeeding keystrokes will be ap
pended to the procedure until Util End is pressed. 
If a procedure is already in the procedure editor 
when you wish to generate a new, unrelated proce
dure, you should delete the old procedure by mark

ing its beginning and end with the <F6> key; you 
can quickly move to the end of the editor via 
<Ctrl><PgDn>. Util Learn automatically creates 
the header PROCEDURE (with the software version 
number) at the beginning of a procedure. Whenever 
a menu is on screen during the keystroke recording 
process, the appearance of the menu name will 
change to remind you that you are recording. 

UTIL END terminates the keystroke recording 
process of generating a procedure. 

UTIL PROMPT permits the entry of a message 
to the operator into a procedure. The message will 
then appear on the computer screen when the proce
dure executes. The <Esc> key must be used to re
turn to the keystroke recording process when the 
prompt has been wrinen. Procedure execution will 
pause with the message on screen until the <Enter> 
key is pressed by the operator. 

UTIL MESSAGE permits entry of a message 
which will be wrinen into the error file (if one has 
been attached to a test by use of the Names Err-file 
command) when the procedure executes. The 
<Esc> key must be used to return to the keystroke 
recording process after the prompt is written. 

UTIL GOTO, followed by a line label and 
<Enter> key operation, causes flow of a procedure 
to jump to another location in the procedure, rather 
than simply continuing to the next line. The label is 
indicated in a procedure by a colon ( : ) symbol at 
the beginning of the line. See the PROCEDURES 
chapter for more information on procedure control 
flow and examples of use of the UTIL GOTO state
ment and labels. 

UTIL SERIAL-DSP is the only menu command 
which leads to a third and fourth level. UTIL SE
RIAL-DSP is functional only with the digital audio 
inputs and outputs of System One Dual Domain. 
UTIL SERIAL-DSP permits control over which of 
three serial modes are to be used for digital domain 
interface, what type of dither (if any) is to be added 
to the digital output signal, and also permits control 
and monitoring of the status bytes used with the 
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AES/EBU and SPDIF/EIAJ interfaces. See the DIG
IT AL SIGNAL PROCESSOR chapter and separate 
DSP program manuals for more information. 

UTIL FEED sends a form feed (page feed) com
mand to an allached parallel prinLer. The inLent of 
Lhe UTIL FEED command is for use when a IF com
mand line option has been used lO override normal 
graph prinlOuL formaLting. When formalling has 
been overridden, the prinLer will simply SLOp aL Lhe 
bottom of a graph. If desired, a UTIL FEED com
mand may Lhen be used LO advance the paper Lo Lhe 
LOP of the nexL page. See the Hard Copy chapLer for 
more informaLion on graphic prinLouts and the IF op
tion (page 15-3). 

13.11. Compute Menu 

COMPUTE: NORMALIZE INVERT 
SMOOTH LINEARITY CENTER DELTA 
2-SIGMA EXCHANGE 

COMPUTE funcLions permiL mathematical manip
ulation of the data in memory from a previously
made tesl. They can be executed immediately after 
a LesL is made, or can be run on teSL data previously 
run, saved lo disk, and re-loaded. 

As a group, the COMPUTE functions replace 
the original test data with a computed result. If it 
will ever be desirable to use the original data, save 
the test before using a COMPUTE function. If the 
results after using the COMPUTE function are 
also to be saved, use a different test name to avoid 
over-writing the original data. 

MOSL of the COMPUTE functions allow numeric 
arguments Lo be typed in following selection of the 
second-level funcLion, before pressing the <EnLer> 
key . The prompL line for entry of these numbers in
dicates their meaning and whether or not Lhey are 
optional. ILems enclosed in square brackets [ ] are 
optional. ILems enclosed in parenthesis ( ) describe 
whaL informaLion is lo be typed in . These argu
ments and Lheir effecL are discussed under each com
mand below. 

COMPUTE NORMALIZE multiplies every 
DATA-} or DATA-2 poinL in memory, in the base 
unit, by the same value. The base uniL is Volts for 
all ampliLude measuremenLs (including diSLortion, 
wow and fluLter, etc.), Hz for frequency measure
ments, degrees for phase measuremenLs, and % for 
relative diSLorLion or wow and fluLLer measurements. 
COMPUTE NORMALIZE is normally used only 
for ampliLude measuremenLs, where the data is nor
mally viewed 10gariLhmically (dB, or Volts wiLh a 
LOG vertical scale) . Given that a log display or dB 
linear is in use, COMPUTE NORMALIZE thus has 
Lhe visual effecL of offselling amplitude data verti
cally withouL changing the shape of the curve. 

The mul~iplier constant used is the value required 
LO bring the data aL a specified "horizontal" value 
(value of the independenL variable) to a specified tar
geL value expressed in the displayed units. 

The form of entry for the command is: 

COMPUTE NORMALIZE [data setl. horizontal 
value. {target] <Enter> 

Data seL, if Lyped in, musL be the number} or 2. 
1 refers Lo DATA-} values (second column in Lhe 
data ediLor or table display), 2 refers to DATA-2 val
ues. If no number is enLered, the sysLem assumes 
DATA-I is LO be normalized. 

HORIZONTAL VALUE is the poinL along the in
dependent variable axis (usually SOURCE-I) which 
is Lo be exactly aL the TARGET afLer multiplication. 
Pre-fixes such as k for kilo are permilled. 

TARGET is the value after multiplication aL Lhe 
specified horizontal value. The sofLware assumes 
LhaL the TARGET value entered is in the selecLed 
display units for the data column (DATA-lor 
DATA-2) being normalized. If no number is en
Lered for TARGET, the system assumes the target to 
be 1.000 in the basic uniL for the parameter mea
sured. Volts is the basic unit for all amplitude pa
rameLers-AMPLITUDE, LEVEL, BANDPASS, 
BANDREJECT, 2-CHANNEL, XTALK. Thus, se
lecting COMPUTE NORMALIZE wiLh no TAR
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GET value specified will produce data going 
through 1.000 Volt (zero dBV, +2.2 dBu) at the hori
zontal value specified. 

For example, assume that it is desired to remove 
the channel imbalance from a frequency response 
measurement of a stereo device such as a CD 
player. The DAT A-I value (left channel) already 
goes through zero dBr at I kHz as a result of press
ing the F4 key while the I kHz reference was play
ing . To re-align the right channel data, normalize 
the DATA-2 column so that it also passes through 
zero dBr at I kHz. The command form would be: 

COMPUTE NORMALIZE 2, Ik, 0 <Enter> 

One use of Compute Normalize is in preparation 
of an equalization file (xx.EQ extension) which will 
not cause a change in generator output level when 
changing between SINE and EQSlNE modes at the 
specified reference frequency. See the EQUALIZA
TION chapter for more details on equalization files. 
Compute Normalize can also be used to standardize 
an amplitude measurement data file or multiple sets 
of data files to pass through unity as a common ref
erence point. 

COMPUTE INVERT replaces each DATA-I 
value in memory with its reciprocal; DAT A-2 val
ues, if present, are not affected. It thus "turns over" 
or inverts the shape of the data curve (assuming that 
the curve is graphed with decibel or logarithmic 
Volts units). Compute Invert creates a vertical rota
tion about a 1.000 Volt (0 dB V) value. The princi
pal intended use of the Compute Invert function is 
in creating an equalization file for the generator 
EQSINE function which will exactly compensate 
for the varying frequency response of the device 
under test. See the EQUALIZATION chapter for 
more details and examples on use of this function. 
No numeric arguments are required or accepted for 
COMPUTE INVERT. 

COMPUTE SMOOTH applys a smoothing algo
rithm to the data and can also average an entire data 
file to a single value. The smoothing is a simple 
running three-point average process. Each set of 
three adjacent points in the pre-smoothing data is av-
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eraged, with the computed average becoming the 
center of the corresponding points in the smoothed 
data. The form of the command is: 

COMPUTE SMOOTH data, [passesj <Enter> 

DATA, as described above, is I or 2 to specify 
DATA-lor DATA-2. DATA-I is assumed if no 
value is typed in. PASSES describes how many 
times the smoothing algorithm is applied to the data . 
This argument is optional . If no value is entered for 
PASSES, the default selection will be three passes 
on short tests (up to 63 data points) . On longer 
tests, the default number of passes will be the larg
est integer in one-half the square root of the num ber 
of the points in the data. Any positive integer (one 
or greater) may be specified for more or less smooth
ing. Figure 13-10 shows a loudspeaker frequency 
response measurement before default smoothing and 
Figure 13-11 after the default smoothing, which was 
7 passes in this case. 

To average all the data points in a test file, select 
COMPUTE SMOOTH with the selected data set 
and any negative number for the second argument; 
for example: 

COMPUTE SMOOTH 1,-1 <Enter> 

The system will average all the DATA-I points, 
then replace them all with the computed average 
value. The graphic result will be a horizontal 
straight line at the computed average value. 

COMPUTE LINEARITY generates a best fit 
straight line to a specified portion of the data, then 
calculates the deviation of each data point from that 
straight line. The line is generated by the least 
squares method. If only a limited portion of the 
data is used to generate the line, every data point (in
cluding those outside that limited range) is com
pared to the line. The form of the command is: 

COMPUTE LINEARITY data, [low, high] 
<Enter> 

DATA specifies DATA-lor DATA-2. LOW 
and HIGH are optional entries. They define the 
"window" or portion of the horizontal axis (indepcn
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dent variable) within which data points will be used 
to calculate the best fit straight line. If they are not 
supplied, the line will be fitted to the entire data 
range. 

A good example application of COMPUTE LIN
EARITY is in linearity testing of compact disc play
ers. Figure 13-12 is an example of a CD player lin
earity test result, after replacing the column one data 
with the actual amplitudes on the test disc as sup
plied by the disc manufacturer. It is thus an accu
rate measurement of linearity but is difficult to ana
lyze, since a dynamic range of 100 dB is graphed. 
It can be seen that the linearity is best at the high
amplitude portion of the range, from 0 to -50 dB. 
The command to compute deviation from best 
straight line could be: 

COMPUTE LINEARITY I, -50,0 <Enter> 

Figure 13-13 is the graph after the COMPUTE 
LINEARITY operation and after changing the 
DATA-l GRAPH TOP and BOTTOM from 0 and
100 dBr to +1 and -9 dBr to properly display the de
viations from perfect linearity. 

COMPUTE CENTER is designed for use with 
tests that have both upper and lower comparison 
limit flies attached. If COMPUTE CENTER is run 
after the test has been made, it will move the se
lected data array up or down as necessary to best 
center the data between the limits. This is a fre
quent necessity in microphone testing, where the 
shape of the response curve is more important than 
the absolute values (sensitivity). The form of the 
command is: 

COMPUTE CENTER data <Enter> 

DATA specifies DATA-lor DATA-2, as in most 
other COMPUTE functions. 

COMPUTE DELTA will compute the differ
ence between the data in memory and the data in an
other file specified by the user. The second file is 
specified by use of the Names Delta command. 
This permits calculating and displaying the differ
ence between two tests. 

Since COMPUTE DELTA is a subtraction and 
operates in the displayed units, it is normally used 
on "linear" data such as phase (degrees) or ampli
tude expressed in dB. It can be used as a form of 
analyzer equalization to produce a set of data con
sisting of a frequency response measurement with 
an equalization curve subtracted from it, given that 
both curves were displayed in dB. It can be used to 
"offset" a phase versus frequency measurement ver
tically . The form of the command is: 

COMPUTE DELTA data, data <Enter> 

The first DATA specifies whether the DATA-lor 
DATA-2 values presently in memory are to be the 
basis of the final result. The second DATA speci
fies whether the DATA-lor DATA-2 values of the 
Names Delta file are to be subtracted from the data 
in memory. If the second data set argument is not 
typed in, the system uses the same data set in the 
DELTA file as in memory . 

To compute the difference between frequency re
sponse measurements of the two channels of a ste
reo system (given that the measurements were in 
dB), use the Names Delta command to name the 
test itself as the delta file. Run the test and save it 
via Save Test. Invoking COMPUTE DELTA 1,2 
<Enter> or COMPUTE DELTA 2,1 <Enter> will 
then subtract the specified channel of the test saved 
to disk from the specified channel of the test in 
memory. Press <F7> to display the results. 

To apply an equalization file to measured test re
sults, the equalization file should first be converted 
to dBr units with the data going through zero dBr at 
a reference frequency (usually 1 kHz). The COM
PUTE NORMALIZE command may be used to 
make the .EQ file go through zero at the desired fre
quency. NAMES DELTA and COMPUTE DELTA 
are then used for the calculation. 

COMPUTE 2·SIGMA is designed specifically 
for wow and flutter testing. It is common in wow 
and flutter measurements to Lake data for a period of 
seconds or tens of seconds, but to then display or re
cord a single number representing the value which 
was exceeded for 5% of the time. This is not a true 
standard deviation approach, although the 5% value 
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is derived from the fact that in a Gaussian distribu
tion, the two-standard-deviation value will be ex
ceeded only 5% of the time. 

The form of the command is: 

COMPUTE 2-SIGMA data <Enter> 

DATA specifies DATA-lor DATA-2, as usual. 
DATA-I is assumed if no value is typed in. The 
COMPUTE 2-SIG MA operation replaces every data 
point in the specified column with the same com
puted value. The computed result can thus be 
graphed and will always be a horizontal straight line 
at the computed value. 

COMPUTE EXCHANGE interchanges the 
DATA-l and DATA-2 sets of values of any test in 
memory which has data in both areas. It also ex
changes the DATA-I and DATA-2 fields on the 
SWEEP TEST DEFINITIONS panel. The com
mand is simply: 

COMPUTE EXCHANGE 

There are no numeric arguments and no <Enter> 
key operation is necessary. Another form of the 
command, when in Panel mode, is <AIl><X>. A 
second operation of COMPUTE EXCHANGE will 
restore the data columns to their original locations. 

A secondary application of COMPUTE EX
CHANGE is to simplify panel setup for a STEREO 
test. In stereo tests, it is usually desired to have 
identical units, graph top and graph boltom, LOG vs 
LIN choice, number of divisions, etc., at both 
DATA-l and STEREO/DATA-2. Choose the de
sired module and parameter at DAT A-I; for exam
ple, LYFI RDNG. Select the DATA-l graphic coor
dinates, units, and other display parameters as de
sired. Move the cursor to STEREO (OAT A-2) and 
select the same module and parameter as at DA T A
I; LYFI RDNG in this example. Then press either 
<Esc> COMPUTE EXCHANGE or <All><X> (the 
keyboard "short cut" equivalent to COMPUTE EX
CHANGE) and the graphic display parameters from 
DATA-I will copy to STEREO/DATA-2. Note that 
if any data was in memory at the time, the data will 
also be swapped by the COMPUTE EXCHANGE 

or <AIl><X> operation. If only the display parame
ter copying action is desired without the data swap, 
operate <AIl><X> or COMPUTE EXCHANGE a 
second time which will swap the data back to the 
original positions. 

13.12. : (Colon) Line Label Symbol 

: The colon (:) symbol, when the first character 
of a row in a procedure, identifies this line as a 
label. The name following the: symbol is the name 
of this line. A UTIL GOTO statement anywhere in 
the procedure will then cause procedure flow to 
jump to the location of this labeL The: selection in 
the COMMAND menu permits line labels to be en
tered into a procedure during UTIL LEARN mode. 
The name of the label is then typed in, and terrni
nated with the <Enter> key. 
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14. BARGRAPH DISPLAY  

In addition to the numeric readouts at the top of 
the ANALYZER panel and the line graphs gener
ated during sweep measurements versus amplitude, 
frequency, or time, System One offers a third type 
of display . The bargraph display, reproduced as 
Figure 14-1, provides an analog-like indication of 
magnitude of up to three measured parameters. It 
also allows analog-like control of a stimulus parame
ter (GEN FREQ, GEN AMPL, ANLR BPBR, SWI, 
DCX DCOlIT, or DCX DIGOUn while displaying 
up to two measured parameters, or two stimulus pa
rameters while displaying one measured parameter. 

e.eee35 % 

. 0002 

+2.25 dB..... 

0.0 

1.eeeee k Hz 

20.00 

Figure 14-1 Bargraph Display 

14.1. Analog Indicators for 
Adjustments 

The principal intended applications of the bar
graph screen are cases where the user must adjust 
the device under test or stimulus to some target 
value, or simply wishes to monitor a parameter. 
Common examples are making adjustments in an 
amplifier for minimum distortion or noise, or adjust
ing tape head azimuth for maximum output or zero 
phase. Peaking or nulling operations are much eas
ier with a bargraph than when observing numeric 
readout. The display update rate in bargraph mode 
is controlled by the readings per second parameter 
on the DETECTOR line of the AN AL YZER panel. 
A minimum of 8 readings per second is recom
mended for good information feedback when mak
ing adjustments, and 16 or 32 readings per second 
may be preferred . 
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The bargraph display is obtained by pressing 
function key <F2> or Run Bargraph. The selections 
of which parameters will be displayed and of the 
sensitivity of the display are made from the SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel. The top bargraph is 
driven from the DAT A-I selections. The center of 
the panel may contain a second measurement bar
graph driven from the DAT A-2 selections. or a stim
ulus control line when SOURCE-2 replaces DATA
2. The bOLtom portion of the screen may contain a 
third measurement bargraph if EXTERNal AMPL 
or FREQ is chosen. or can be the primary stimulus 
control line when SOURCE-I is selected. Both 
stimulus control lines can be simultaneously con
trolled by the mouse or arrow keys. When the stim
ulus source is GEN FREQ or GEN AMPL. the <+> 
and <Deb keys will also control the SOURCE-I 
stimulus by the FREQSTEP or AMPSTEP values. 

Note that with original version System One hard
ware (prior to System One-A). even when STEREO 
mode is selected on the DAT A-2 line. both the top 
and middle bargraphs will be displaying the same 
measurement of the channel selected at the top of 
the ANALYZER panel. It is not possible with the 
original version of System One to display measure
ments from both channels of a stereo device simulta
neously in bargraph mode. With System One-A 
hardware. use of the 2-CHANNEL function can pro
vide bargraphs of amplitude on both channels simul
taneously. Select either RDNG at DATA-I and 
LEVEL at DA T A-2. or vice-versa. 

For the top two measurement bargraphs. use the 
DATA-lor DATA-2 fields to select measurement 
source. units of display. LOG or LIN. and the bar
graph end points. The numbers entered for GRAPH 
TOP and BOTTOM will set the two ends of the bar
graph display. The large digits displayed near each 
bargraph give the exact value of the measurement. 
Note that these digits will continue to function. dis
playing the measurement value. even if the analog 
display of measurement moves off either end of the 
bargraph display due to the particular end points se
lected on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel. 
As the data varies. note that the outline of the bar
graph remains at the highest and lowest values 
reached to indicate the maximum and minimum 
peaks reached by the data. The maximum and mini-
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mum values reached are also indicated numerically 
on the screen. This peak hold feature can be re-set 
to the current level at any time by pressing the 
<F2> key or mouse buLton. 

A vertical "tic mark" is located at the exact cen
ter of each of the measurement bargraphs. for possi
ble use as a "target" for adjustments. H it is desired 
to use the mark as a target. the two end points and 
log or lin shape must be carefully selected on the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel so that the mid
point target corresponds to the desired electrical 
value. In a procedure. it is also possible to mark ad
ditional targets or a range by typing onto the bar
graph screen; see the end of this chapter for more 
details. 

14.2. Stimulus Control with 
Bargraphs 

The boLtom of the bargraph screen can provide ei
ther generator stimulus control. analyzer BP/BR fil 
ter frequency control. switcher channel control. 
DCX-I27 dc output or digital word output control. 
or a third measurement bargraph. 

For control of a single stimulus parameter. the 
SOURCE-I line selection must be the desired stimu
lus (GEN FREQ. GEN AMPL. GEN tone burst con
trol. ANLR BPBR, SWI, DCX DCOUT, or DCX 
DIGOUT). The end points and units are set by the 
START and STOP entries, and the LOG/LIN selec
tion controls the relationship of the cursor position 
to the parameter. Note that if LOG is selected but 
either the START or STOP value is negative or 
zero, the actual calibration will revert to LIN since 
the LOG of zero and negative numbers is not de
fined. 

The cursor line may be moved back and forth by 
the horizontal arrow keys (or the mouse, if avail
able). This provides the analog-like control over the 
variable parameter desirable for operations such as 
finding the center frequency of a bandpass filter, the 
frequency of a noise component, or the clipping 
point of an amplifier. When the stimulus is GEN 
FREQ, GEN AMPL, SWItcher channel, tone burst 
on-time, or tone burst interval, the value and cursor 
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may al so be controlled by the increment <+> and 
decrement <Del> keys. Operation of these keys 
moves generator rrequency in FREQSTEP incre
ments, or generator amplitude in AMPSTEP incre
ments . SWItcher channel is moved in one-step in
crements, which is very convenient when aligning 
multi-track tape recorders. Tone burst "ON" and in
terval values are moved in steps of one cycle when 
the units are cycles, one second when the units are 
seconds, one percent when on-time is expressed in 
percent duty factor, and one burst per second when 
interval is expressed in Bps . 

The initial location of the stimulus cursor is deter
mined by the numeric entry on the panel for that 
stimulus parameter (AMPLITUDE or FRE
QUENCY value on the GENERATOR panel, 
BR/BR FREQ on the ANALYZER panel, DCOUTI 
on the DCX panel, switcher channel on the 
SWITCHER panel, etc.). Upon exit from the bar
graph display (via <Esc> or <Enter» to the panel, 
the cursor value sets the panel value. The <Ctrl> 
and <Shifl> keys magnify the movement of the cur
sor caused by the arrow keys . Operation of the hori
zontal arrow keys will cause a one-step change in 
the generator. <Ctrl> arrow key will cause as-step 
change; <Shifl> arrow key will cause a 25-step 
change. Setting resolution is limited to I part in 
500 by the horizontal graphic resolution of the 
screen. The sensitivity of amplitude or frequency to 
cursor movement can be adjusted by proper selec
tion of the end points on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel. 

When GEN FREQ or GEN AMPL is the 
SOURCE-I selection, sensitivity of cursor move
ment caused by the increment <+> and decrement 
<Del> keys is determined by the FREQSTEP and 
AMPSTEP values entered on the GENERATOR 
panel. One application of this feature is to permit 
any arbitrary frequency or amplitude change with 
one keystroke. For example, if the adjustment pro
cess for an audio device requires repeated amplitude 
measurements at I kHz and 10 kHz, FREQSTEP 
could be selected as 9 kHz on the GENERATOR 
panel. The GENERA TOR panel would be set to I 
kHz. Bargraph mode is then selected with an ampli
tude display at DATA-lor DATA-2 and GEN 
FREQ selected as SOURCE-I. The frequency can 

be instantly toggled back and forth between I k!-lz 
and 10 k!-lz with the increment and decrement keys 
while making adjustments on the device and observ
ing the results on the bargraph. 

14.2.1. Simultaneous Amplitude and 
Frequency Control 

When it is desired to control both generator am
plitude and frequency (or any other combination of 
two stimulus parameters) from the mouse or arrow 
keys, select GEN FREQ at SOURCE-I as described 
above; near the center of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS pane l, change DATA-2 to SOURCE-2, 
change ANLR to GEN, and select AMPL as the 
GEN parameter. Only one measurement parameter 
may be selected in this mode, as selected at DAT A
I. When you press <F2> (or Run Bargraph) to go 
to the bargraph screen, you will find a generator am
plitude line and cursor at the screen center and a 
generator frequency line and cursor at the screen bot
tom; see Figure 14-3 for an example. "Vertical" mo
tion of the mouse (along its long axis) will control 
amplitude, and horizontal motion of the mouse will 
control frequency. The venical and horizontal 
arrow keys will also control these parameters; note 
that <Ctrl><vertical arrow> is not defined by the 
IBM keyboard, and therefore cursor movement mag
nification with the vertical arrow keys is limited to 
the <Shifl> key . The increment <+> and decrement 
<Del> keys affect only the SOURCE-I parameter. 

14.3. Three Parameter Bargraphs 

The bOllom of the bargraph screen can also dis
play frequency, or amplitude as measured by the 
LEVEL voltmeter, resulting in three parameters 
being measured and displayed as bargraphs simulta
neously. To make the bOllom into a measurement 
bargraph instead of generator stimulus control, se
lect EXTERNal instead of GEN as SOURCE-I. Se
lect either FREQ or AMPL to be displayed, select 
the desired units, use START and STOP to control 
the end points, and select STEP TYPE LOG or LIN 
as desired . See Figure 14-2 for an example. 
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Figure 14-2 Bargraph with Three Measurement Parameters 
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Figure 14-3 Bargraph for Simultaneous Generator Amplitude and Frequency Control 



14-5 BARGRAPH DISPLAY 

With System One-A hardware, it is possible to 
set up a useful display for stereo or multi-track tape 
recorder adjustments with the amplitude of two 
channels and inter-channel phase displayed simulta
neously. Select channel A and the 2-CHANNEL 
function at MEASURE on the ANALYZER panel. 
Select ANLR RDNG for DA TA-l (channel A ampli
tude), ANLR PHASE for DATA-2, and EXTERN 
AMPL as SOURCE-l (channel B amplitude). 

14.4. Bargraphs in Procedures 

A bargraph panel can be incorporated as part of a 
procedure by first specifying a xx.TST file which 
sets the desired parameters and scaling factors, and 
saving the test. In the procedure, Load this Test and 
then enter Run Bargraph or <F2> into the procedure 
to select the bargraph panel and pause until the oper
ator presses the <Enter> key. 

In a production test application, a prompt to the 
operator might be required to describe the desired 
action. Prompts can be typed directly onto the bar
graph during creation of a procedure. If the first 

keystroke in a procedure following the <F2> or Run 
Bargraph command is a space or some other key
stroke not interpreted as a command when a bar
graph is on screen (not an arrow key or <Esc», the 
space and backspace keys and keyboard characters 
may then be used to create the desired prompt at the 
desired location on the bargraph. Characters could 
be used to indicate additional calibration marks as 
targets or range markers for adjustment. You can
not move back up by single lines, bUlthe <Home> 
key can be used to jump back to the top left corner 
of the screen in this mode. Do not type on the bar
graph area itself, or the message will obliterate the 
bargraph. Creation of the message is terminated by 
pressing <Esc>, which also exits from the bargraph. 
Figure 14-4 shows an example of a bargraph with 
prompting message and additional calibration marks. 

14.5. Printing Bargraphs 

A bar-graph on screen may be printed to an at
tached compatible printer by pressing the <*> key. 
Note that on newer-type AT keyboards, the <*> key 
is totally separate from the <PrintScm> key. Do 

Adjust Line Output Level Control for 4.00 dBu. 

+3.82 dBu MIN +3.B1 MAX +3.B2 

I 
3.500 4.500 

FIgure 14·4 8argraph with Prompting Message and Additional Calibration 
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not use the <PrintScm> key. Any prompts and the 
maximum and minimum indications will also print 
out, as will any comments in the comments editor at 
the time the <*> key was pressed. 



15. HARD COpy PRINTOUT  

15.1. Introduction 

If you have a compatible dot matrix printer or 
HP LaserJet connected to your computer via the par
all e l interface, you can obtain paper printout of test 
graphs, bargraphs, tabular data , and setup panels. 
These printouts can be made at a single key push 
from within S l.EXE software. Resolution of the 
graphs will be no beLLer than the resolution of the 
computer display system (pixel limited). 

Graph printouts (not panels or tabular data) can 
also be obtained via RS-232-connecrcd HPGL-com
patible ploLLers (in mulLi-pen colors), RS-232-con
nected PostScript laser printers such as the Apple 
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LaserWriter, and RS -232 or paraliel connected HP 
LaserJet laser printers. These are vector-drawing de
vices and the graphic resolution will be limited only 
by the output device and the number of points taken 
in the measuremenl. The plOlter and laser printouts 
are obtained by exiting or quitting S 1.EXE software, 
then running another Audio Precision-furnished pro
gram to define and execute the printing. For the HP 
LaserJet II, an additional hardware or software prod
uct (not furnished by Audio Precision) is required 
which effectively converts the LaserJet to HPGL for 
mal. An HP LaserJet III with two megabtyes of 
memory can operate directly in HPGL mode. 

1 
START S1.EXE WITH IG 
OPTION. 
SAVE GRAPH XX .GDL. 
RESOLUTION LIMITED 
ONLY BY OUTPUT DEVICE 

.GDL FILEl 

DISK I I DISK 
FILE FILEI XXPS XX .EPS 
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Figure 15-1 Representation of Hard Copy Print-Out Modes and Devices Supported by System One Software 
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Figure 15-2 Pixel-Limited and Vector Mode HP Laserjet Printed Graphs 
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See Figure 15-1 ror a representation of the vari
ous modes of obtaining hard copy. Detailed descrip
tions follow in the remainder of this chapter. 

See Figure 15-2 for an illustration of the same 
graph, printed via screcn dump (CGA graphics sys
tem, 640 x 200 pixel limited) and via the PLOT pro
gram (vector drawing). An HP LaserJet was used in 
both cases. High-resolution illustrations produced 
by both POST and PLOT may be seen in Figure 15-
6 and Figure 15-9. 

15.2. Pixel-Limited Screen Dump 
Graphs and Comments 

A parallel-connected (LPTl:) IBM Graphics 
printer, Epson FX, EX, or LQ or fully compatible 
dot-matrix printer, or an HP LaserJct-compatib\e 
printer is required for print outs. With a graph on 
screen which you would like to print, press the <*> 
(asterisk) key . You may use the shifted numeral 8 
key above the alphabetic keys or a separate <*> key 
if your keyboard has both. On keyboards with a sep
arate <PrintScrn> key, do not usc the <PrintScrn> 
key for printouts from System One software. The 
graph should print in 20 to 40 seconds on most dot
matrix printers, depending on the speed of your 
printer. The end of transmission to the printer is sig
nalled by a "beep" from the computer; the printer 
will continue printing until it has emptied its buffer. 
Speed to an HP LaserJet will depend upon the se
lected dot density . To abort print-out, press the 
<Esc> key. If the graphics cursor was displayed 
when the <*> key was pressed, the cursor and its nu
meric read-outs will be part of the printed informa
tion. 

If there is text in the Edit Comments buffer, it 
will print immediately below the graph in * screen 
dump mode. Text is entered into the comments 
buffer via the Edit Comments feature; see the EDIT 
section of the MENUS chapter for more details. If 
the position of the print head after printing the 
graph and comment text is not more than halfway 
down the page, the system will not do a page ad
vance after the printout but will advance to a verti
cal center page position. The next <*> operation 
will then print the next graph (and comments, if 
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any) on the same page. If this automatic multiple
graph-per-page mode is not desired, S 1 software can 
be loaded with the IF command line option which 
over-rides this formatting. 

15.2.1. IF Option 

Print-out formatting and bi-directional print 
modes can be controlled by use of the IF option at 
startup of S 1.EXE. The general format of this op
tion is IFn,n where each " n" may take the value of 0 
or 1. 

The first number controls formatting. The digit 1 
produces formatted printout; the digit 0 disables for
malting. The following table explains the differ
ences between formatted and unformatted printout: 

Tpp Mar- starts at pres-
1 line ent pnnt gm head vertical 

Left Mar- graph is centered by use centered as 
when format-gin of leading spaces ted 

Page continuous 
comments text under lines of com-Breaks graph will skip one line ments text, 
a end of each page nO. I· 

Form sends form feed after 
Feeds 2nd, 4th, 6th, etc. y;aphs 

no form feeds and after commen text 
if comments text extends 

no form feeds 

6 lines none 
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Note that when automatic form feeds (page ad
vances) are disabled by the /F option, the operator 
may manually or in a procedure cause a form feed 
at any desired point by use of the Util Feed menu 
command. 

The second digit conlrols bi-directional printing. 
The digit 1 produces bi-directional printout, where 
the print head moves from lefL to right on one pass 
and right to left on the next pass. This mode pro
duces the fastest printoul. The digit ° causes uni-di
rectional printoul. While slower, uni-directional 
printout will produce higher quality graphs on some 
printers which tend to produce vertical lines with a 
degree of "waviness" in bi-directional mode. 

For example, the command to SLart System One 
software with formatting disabled and uni-direc
tional printout would be: 

S 1 /FO,O <Enter> 

If the /F option is invoked withoUl a digit follow
ing, it is equivalent to /FO, 1 (formalling disabled,bi
directional printing). 

15.2.2. Graph Size Selection and 
Printer Compatibility 

Graphic printout of any desired height and width 
can be obLained by use of the fP option when 
S l.EXE sofLware is loaded. Figure 15-3 liSLS the 
command line printer specification codes, the 
primer modes supported by S I.EXE, and the hori
zonLal and vertical dot density produced by the 
primer in each mode. The first four modes (codes ° 
through 3) are supported by both IBM and Epson 
(or Epson-compatible) printers. The next four 
modes (codes 4-7) are available only in Epson and 
Epson-compatible printers. Modes 8-18 are avail
able only in the Epson LQ series and LQ-compati
ble (24-pin) printers. Modes 19-22 support the HP 
LaserJet and compatibles at several different dot 
densities. 
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To specify a printer mode and graph size other 
than the default value, the software must be SLarted 
with the fP option followed by three numbers sepa
rated by commas: 

S 1 /P#,#,# <Enter> 

The first number is the printer code selected from 
Figure 15-3. The second and third numbers are the 
desired height and width of the graph (in inches). 
To obtain a 3 inch high by 5 inch wide graph in 
mode 2, for example, the software would be SLarted: 

S 1 /P2,3,5 <Enter> 

Batch files or the DOS Environment area may be 
used to specify the printer mode and graph size auto
matically, rather than requiring these characters to 
be typed each time the software is SLarted. See the 
CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFfW ARE 
START-UP PROCESS Chapter, beginning on 28-1, 
for details. 

15.2.3. Graph Quality vs Size, Printer 
Mode, and Display System 

Completely arbilrary selection of printed graph 
size will not generally produce the highest quality re
sull. This is because both the computer display sys
tem and the printer are dot matrix devices. For the 
printed image to offer the full deLail of the screen, 
every dot (pixel) of the display screen must map to 
a single dot or fixed number of dOLS in the printer. 
If the screen dot-to-printer dot mapping is not an in
tegral ratio such as 1: 1, 1 :2, etc., the software must 
periodically round off to an adjacent dot as the print
out is made. The result will be one or more dis
torted areas in the graph, consisting of doubled 
lines, distorted characters, etc. 

In order to select graph size for undistorted print
out, you must know the graphic resolution of your 
graphics display system and the available resolu
tion(s) of your printer. Figure 5-2 on page 5-7 
shows the horizontal and vertical full-screen resolu
tion of the various graphics display systems sup
ported by S I.EXE. 



HARD COpy PRINTOUT 15-5 

SCREEN DUMP (ASTERISK) PRINT MODES OF S I .EXE SOFTWARE 

HORIZ. VERT. 
RES . RES 

MODE DESCRIPTION (dots/in.) (dots/in.) 

/PO IBM/Epson single density 60 72 
/PI IBMlEpson low speed double density 120 72 
/P2 IBM/Epson high speed "double" density 120 72 
/P3 IBMlEpson quadruple density 240 72 
/P4 Epson "CRT 1" 80 72 
/P5 Epson 1: 1 (ploner) 72 72 
/P6 Epson "CRT 2" 90 72 
/P7 Epson dual density plotter 144 72 
/P8 Epson LQ single density 8 wire 60 60 
/P9 Epson LQ low speed double density 8 wire 120 60 
/PIO Epson LQ high speed double density 8 wire 120 60 
/PI I Epson LQ quadruple density 8 wire 
/P12 Epson LQ "CRT I" 8 wire 
/P13 Epson LQ "CRT 2" 8 wire 
/P14 Epson LQ single density 24 wire 
/P15 Epson LQ double density 24 wire 
/P16 Epson LQ "CRT 3" 24 wire 
/P17 Epson LQ triple density 24 wire 
/P18 Epson LQ hex density 24 wire 
/P19 HP PCL (LaserJet) 
/P20 HP PCL (LaserJet) 
/P21 HP PCL (LaserJet) 
/P22 HP PCL (LaserJet) 

Figure 15-3 Command Line /P Options for Print-Out Control 

For example, assume your graphics system is 
CGA-compatible with a MONO-GRAPH display. 
From Figure 5-2, you can determine that the screen 
displays 640 dots horizontally across its full width 
and 200 dots across its height. Assume that your 
printer supports mode 2, with 120 dots/inch horizon
tal and 72 dots/inch vertical resolution. The accept
able printed graph heights are those sizes which re-

I ·· . f screen dais F h . su t In an Integer ratio 0 . d . or t e vertl-
pnnler als 

cal axis, the smallest graph height which will show 
full screen resolution is 200/72 = 2.7777 inches. 
Other acceptable heights are integral multiples of 
this value: 5.5555 inches, 8.3333 inches, etc. The 
smallest printed width for full screen resolution is 

240 60 
80 60 
90 60 
60 180 
120 180 
90 180 
180 180 
360 180 
75 75 
100 100 
150 150 
300 300 

640/120 = 5.3333 inches. To select mode 2 with a 
2.7777 inch height and 5.3333 inch width, start S 1 
as follows: 

S 1 /P2,2. 7777 ,5.3333 <Enter> 

15.2.4. Landscape and Portrait 
Orientation Graphs 

To obtain graphic printout with the graph rotated 
90 degrees, add 100 to the printer code selected 
from Figure 15-3. This is commonly referred to as 
landscape mode, where the paper would be held 
with its long axis horizontal while viewing the 
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graph. For example, to use printer mode 2 but with 
a 90 degree rotation of the printout, and to obtain a 
large 8 inch by 10 inch graph, start the software: 

SI/P102,10,8 <Enter> 

The contents of the Edit Comments buffer will 
not print out in landscape mode. Note that height 
and width are relative to the paper, not to the graph, 
and thus are effectively interchanged in landscape 
orientation. The example immediately above there
fore produces a landscape orientation graph 8 inches 
high by 10 inches wide. 

The normal mode supporting twO graphs per 
page is referred to as portrait mode, where the paper 
is held with its long axis vertical while viewing 
graphs. 

15.2.5. Graphs Without Grids 

To prepare original graphs for multi-color print
ing, it is necessary to have one original for each 
color of the final process. S l.EXE software can be 
started with the /- option, resulting in <F7> or <F9> 
producing a graph with no grid, calibration marks, 
or alphanumeric text. The box around the graph is 
displayed for use as an alignment guide. A print
out of this display can be used for one color separa
tion (data line only). With a normal software load 
(not using the /- option), an empty grid can be dis
played and printed without data. This can be used 
for a second color, or in black. 

15.2.6. Tabular Data Printout 

At the conclusion of a Run Test <F9> or Run 
Graph <F7> operation with any test file or panel 
where DISPLA Y TABLE is selected on the SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel, pressing the <*> key 
will cause the data to print to the printer in the same 
format as displayed on screen. Single point tabular 
data will also be printed by the <*> key if 
SOURCE-I is set as GEN NONE, since this mode 
automatically produces tabular output on screen. 
Out-of-limits values and TIMEOUT or UNREGU
LA TED flags will thus also print, just as they dis-
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play on screen. The full set of data will print, even 
if longer than one full screen. The data will not 
print point-by-point in real time as it is taken, but 
all points will print at the conclusion of the last 
point of the test. No line feeds or page advances 
are sent at the conclusion of a tabular printout. Tab
ular printouts are compatible with any printer which 
is compatible with the computer, rather than the 
more limited compatibility of graphics printouts. 

Since many printers have internal buffers which 
hold several lines of text, a procedure with tabular 
printouts may run with almost no delay compared to 
the same procedure with no printout, since the pre
ceding test data can be printing while the next test is 
running. 

15.2.7. Panel Printout 

You may obtain a printout of the setup panels or 
a bargraph screen by pressing the <*> key when
ever the desired panels or bargraph are on screen. 

15.3. High Resolution Plotter and 
Laser Printer Output 

High-quality graph printouts can be obtained to 
certain plotters and laser printers. The resolution of 
such graphs is unlimited by the resolution (pixels) 
of the computer graphics adapter. These graphs are 
not obtainable directly via S I.EXE software, but re
quire running an additional program also furnished 
by Audio Precision. Unlike the screen dump print
outs, graphics cursor information (see page 11-9) 
is not reproduced as part of a plot or print made in 
this mode. Unlike the screen dump print-outs, the 
contents of the comments editor do nOt print via the 
high-resolution modes as they do with the screen 
dump. When the HP LaserJet III is the printer, 
there is a method of obtaining comments print-out; 
see page 15-15 below. These high-resolution modes 
support only graphs, not panels or tabular data. 

Sl.EXE must be started with the /G option to en
able graph data reporting to a file which will then 
be used by either PLOT.EXE or POST.EXE, de-
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pending on which type of plotter or laser printer is 
to be used. To start S 1 in the graphics reporting 
mode, from the DOS prompt, type: 

S I /G <Enter> 

When started in this mode, the SA VE GRAPH
ICS menu command is enabled. By executing 
SAVE GRAPHICS and supplying a file name, 
graph information will be stored to disk in a file 
with the extension .GDL (Graphics Display List). 
This file contains information on all text and lines 
on the graphics screen which was saved. 

15.3.1. Plotter and HP LaserJet 
Laser Printer Output 

PLOT.EXE is fwnished as part of System One's 
standard software. It drives any HPGL-compatible 
plotter. The HP LaserJet III with two megabytes of 
memory can directly function as an HPGL plotter. 
PLOT also drives HP LaserJet II laser printers 
which are equipped with the "Plotter In A Car
tridge" product from: 

Pacific Data Products 
6404 Nancy Ridge Drive 
San Diego, CA 92121 
telephone (619) 552-0880. 

Alternately, HP LaserJet printers can be driven 
by a software product called "Laser Plotter", manu
factured by: 

Insight 
1024 Country Club Drive, Suite 140 
Moraga, CA 94556 
telephone (415) 376-9451 
FAX (415) 631-0595 . 

"Laser Plotter" is available both from the manu
facturer and from Hewlett-Packard. "Laser Plotter" 
uses as its input a .GL file saved by PLOT.EXE. 
See the section on page 15-16 for more information 
on using this method. 

PLOT is normally started from the DOS prompt 
simply by typing: 
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PLOT <Enter> 

For an HP LaserJ et III with two megabytes of 
memory and operating in HPGL emulation mode, 
PLOT should be started with the "/3" option: 

PLOT!3 <Enter> 

PLOT is nonnally able to detennine the type of 
display system in the computer and configure itself 
accordingly . If the automatic configuration does not 
work properly, the /0 option may be used at startup 
to force selection of a particular display mode. For 
example, to force configuration for a Hercules 
monochrome display system the /01 option is re
quired and the software would be started with the 
command: 

PLOT /01 <Enter> 

See the Graphic System Compatibility section be
ginning on page 5-7 for full details. 

PLOT can be run after quitting S l.EXE software. 
PLOT may also be run during an XDOS or DOS 
temporary exit from S l.EXE. In this case, S l.EXE 
must have been started with the /R, IB , or 
/&filename options so as to leave sufficient memory 
available to DOS for operation of the program. The 
PLOT program itself occupies about 100 kbytes of 
memory, plus an additional amount which depends 
upon the complexjty of the image to be plotted. 
This additional amount may be estimated by assum
ing 3 kbytes for the empty grid plus text and 16 
bytes per data vector. For example, a l00-step 
graph with both DATA-l and DATA-2 in use 
would have 100 vectors per data value or 200 vec
tors total, requiring 3200 bytes. The total memory 
requirement in this case would be 100 kbytes for the 
program, 3 kbytes for the blank grid, and 3.2 kbytes 
for data vectors for a total of about 106 kbytes. A 
common large memory requirement is likely to 
occur when plotting FFTs which may have as many 
as 500 points to plot (8 kbytes for the data). Nested 
sweeps or appended tests with many lines on the 
graph may also have large memory requirements. 
See the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFT-
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WARE START-UP PROCESS Chapter (starting on 
page 28-1) for more information on the (R, IB, and 
/&filename options. 

Note also that your disk, in the current directory, 
must have space available for temporary files cre
ated during the operation of PLOT.EXE. This tem
porary file (APTEMP$$.GL) will be approximately 
four times the size of the input .GDL file which 
PLOT is using. 

15.3.1.1. Interactive Mode 

When PLOT loads, an introductory screen will 
display along with the menu choices across the bot
tom as follows: 

CMD: POSITION ATTRIBUTES OUTPUT 
SA VE LOAD QUIT 
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This menu operates similarly to S I.EXE's com
mand menu. The <Space> bar, horizontal arrow 
keys, or mouse may be used to move the cursor to 
the desired selection and the <EnLer> key used to 
make the selection. Alternately, a selection may be 
made by pressing the key corresponding to the first 
character of the command. Returning to this menu 
from any screen within PLOT is accomplished by 
the <Esc> key. 

15.3.1.2. Position Panel 

When POSITION is selected, a screen similar to 
Figure 15-4 will be displayed. The arrow keys or 
mouse may be used to move a cursor onto each 
field which can be changed. Some fields are multi
ple choice, while others accept numeric entry from 
the keyboard. 

mill B/A3 C/A2 DIAl !'.lAB PLOT POS mOM - _ ----- IHFOlroATlO1I -----"'11 
Sheet size on plotter . 

PAPEII SIZE AIM 

~),{)RTRAIT 
ORI LAIIDSCftP[ 

Plot orientation on sheet. 
PLOTS 011 PAGE 9 

PLOT roSITIOH I 
I 1 I 
Mumh~r of plots ~r sheet. 95 % 

ROTATE IBB DEG OFF 9 

01231107B 
0 I 2 

Location of graph on plotter sheet 

Pl(x,y) 3 1 I 
X = 7000 

[, 7 e 
,Y=Z87S 

U!DlJI 
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Figure 15-4 Position Panel, PLOT.EXE 
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The PAPER SIZE field permits selcction of the 
paper onto which the plot or laser printout will be 
made, ranging from U.S. sizes A through E (Euro
pean A4 through AO). 

ORIENTATION permits selection of the orienta
tion of the graph with respect to the paper. In POR
TRAIT mode, the paper must be held with its long 
axis vertical for the graph to be normally viewed. 
In LANDSCAPE mode, the graph will be normally 
viewed with the paper's long axis horizontal. 

PLOTS ON PAGE permits selection of a single 
or multiple plots on a page. Normally, each plot 
would be a different graph. The number of plots 
and relati ve orientation of the plots depends upon 
which paper size has becn selected and whether 
landscape or portrait mode has becn selected. The 
alternatives are clearly illustrated in the right portion 
of the screen. The PLOTS ON PAGE entry will be 
superceded by making specific entries into the CAL
CULATED POSITION fields below. 

L INESTYLE 

PEN '* STYLE '* SI2E % 
DATA-l --

TRACE 1 = PEN Z + STYLE 7 + 4.0 
TRACE Z = PEN Z + STYLE 6 + 4.0 
TRACE 3 = PEN Z + STYLE 5 + 4.0 
TRACE 4 = PEN Z + STYLE 4 + 4.0 

DATA-Z 
TRACE 1 = PEN 3 + STYLE 7 + 4.0 
TRACE Z = PEN 3 + STYLE 0 + 4.0 
TRACE 3 = PEN 3 + STYLE 5 + 4.0 
TRACE 4 = PEN 3 + ST't'LE 4 + 4.0 

GRID 
HORI2 = PEN 1 + STYLE 7 + 4.0 
DATA-l = PEN 1 + ST't'LE 7 + 4.0 
DATA-Z = PEN 1 + ST't'LE 7 + 4.0 

LIMITS = PEN 4 + ST't'LE 7 + 4.0 
BOX = PEN 4 + ST't'LE 7 + 4.0 

Writing speed of the pen. 

Figure 15-5 Attnbutes Panel, PLOT.EXE 
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PLOT POSITION selects which of the multiple 
positions a graph will be printed/ploued onto during 
the current printing/plouing session. If only one 
plot per page has been selected, only the 0 selection 
is available. With a multiple plot selection, the 
right side of the screen illustrates the position num
bering scheme. The PLOT POSITION entry will be 
superceded by making specific entries into the CAL
CULATED POSITION fields below. 

SCALE SIZE selects the size of plot or print. 
The aspect ratio (horizontal-to-vertical size ratio) 
will be 4:3 for any scale size entered. Any numeric 
value may be entered for scale size. The default 
value of 95% creates a small amount of space be
tween multiple plots on the same page. The scale 
size value will be superceded by making specific en
tries into the CALCULATED POS ITION fields 
below. 

TEXT 

WIDE PEN It 
-- TEXT --

+ 1 GENERAL = PEN 1 
+ 1 DATA-l = PEN Z 
+ 1 DATA-Z = PEN 3 
+ 1 HORI2 = PEN 4 

PENS 

+ 1 PEN WIDTH = 0.30 11"1111 

+ 1 PEN COUNT = B 
+ 1 PEN SPEED = _ CIII/S 

+ 1 I NFORMAT ION 
ST't'LE 0 . 
STYLE 1 . . 

+ 1 STYLE Z 
+ 1 STYLE 3 
+ 1 ST't'LE 4 . . 

ST't'LE 5 - -

+ 1 STYLE 6 - - - -
+ 1 STYLE 7 

To change setting, use digit keys. 
To return to lIIenu, press the Esc key. 

1 
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ROTATE 180 DEG pennits defmition of which 
edge of the paper the top of the graph is oriented to
ward. Use of this field plus the LANDSCAPE/POR
TRAIT choice above lets a graph be plotted or 
printed in any of the four possible orientations with 
respect to the paper. 

EJECT permits control of whether an HP LaserJ
et III or LaserJet II equipped with "Plotter in a Car
tridge" ejects the sheet after the first plot or retains 
it for further plots. Different graphs may then be 
plotted onto the different positions on the paper by 
loading different .GDL files, selecting different plot 
positions, and plotting. Each graph will be stored in 
the plotter memory until the final graph is transmit
ted with EJECT set to ON; the plotter wiIlthen 
print. EJECT has no effect when .GL files are writ
ten which will later be used by the "Laser Plotter" 
software. 

With an HPGL plotter, the paper may simply be 
left on the plotter through multiple operations of 
PLOT. The only effect of EJECT OFF with a plot
ter is to leave the pen uncapped at the end of a plot, 
though many plotters will automatically cap the pen 
when no commands are received for approximately 
IS seconds. 

The CALCULATED POSITION fields display 
the exact plot location resulting from the choices 
made in all the fields above. The CALCULATED 
POSITION fields also pennit selection of any spe
cific size and aspect ratio for a plot or print. PI and 
P2 are the x and y coordinates of the comers of the 
plot. The units are plotter-dependent units and must 
be obtained from infonnation furnished by the manu
facturer of the particular plotter or laser printer. 
Any entry into allY of the CALCULATED POSI
TION fields over-rides the selections of the PLOTS 
ON PAGE, SCALE SIZE, and PWT POSITION 
fields above. When any entry is made into one of 
the CALCULATED POSITION fields, the message 
"User Position" appears above these fields. To can
cel the CALCULATED POSITION entry and return 
to a choice among the standard pre-selections, move 
the cursor up to any of the fields above, select an 
item, and press the <Enter> key. 
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15.3.1.3. Attributes Panel 

From the command menu of PLOT (obtainable 
via the <Esc> key), selecting ATTRIBUTES dis
plays a screen similar to Figure 15-5. This screen 
permits selection of the appearance of the various 
lines, numbers, and text which make up the plot. 

The DATA-I and DATA-2 areas control the ap
pearance of the one or two lines on the graph which 
plot the DATA-I and DATA-2 values. GRID refers 
to the rectangular logarithmic or linear calibration 
grid onto which the data is plotted. LIMITS defines 
how any upper and/or lower comparison files will 
appear, if they were displayed by the <Alt><F7> 
keystroke before the graphic data was saved to the 
.GDL file. BOX defines the appearance of the out
side rectangular lines around the entire graphic and 
text area. 

In all these areas, the four controllable parame
ters of the line are plotter pen number (PEN #), type 
of line such as solid, dashes, dots, etc . (STYLE #), 
how frequently the dash or dot cycle repeats across 
the graph (SIZE %), and line width (WIDE). In the 
TEXT area, only pen number is selectable. Differ
ent pens may be specified to write the GENERAL 
infonnation (graph title, test name, date and time), 
the DATA-I parameter and units, DATA-2 parame
ter and units, and the numbers calibrating the hori
zontal axis of the graph (HORIZ). 

Most plotters have carousel or other pen holders 
so that more than one pen can be in place at a time, 
selected by the plotter upon software request. Pens 
are available with many different ink colors plus 
writing technology choices (felt tip, ballpoint, 
Rapidograph, etc.) . The total number of pens used 
to make a graph can be larger than the number of 
pens which the plotter holds at one time. When 
more pens are specified than are entered in the PEN 
COUNT field, PLOT.EXE will first draw the por
tions corresponding to the number of pens in place, 
then prompt the operator to replace pens and con
tinue the plot. It is thus possible to make a plot 
with as many as 17 colors even on a single-pen plot
ter. 
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AUDIO PRECISION 2-CHAN(d8V) & LEVEL(d8V) vs FREQ(Hz) 05 JUL 91 1057:08 
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Figure 15-6 PLOT EXE Print-Out of Nested Sweep of CasseNe Recorder Response at Four Amplitudes_ Differ
ing Widths of Solid Line Used for DATA-1 Four Sweeps, Various Dot-Dash PaNerns Used for DATA-2 Four 
Sweeps 

Under the DATA-I and DATA-2 headings, line 
appearance may be independently specified for up 
to four TRACE values_ The TRACE parameter re
fers to the multiple lines on a graph obtainable via a 
nested sweep (SOURCE-2 instead of DAT A-2 on 
the SWEEP DEFINITION panel), use of the 
<Ctri><F9> key to make additional tests without 
erasing the data from earlier tests, or after use of the 
APPEND TEST or APPEND DATA command to 
bring multiple data sets into one file. The first four 
such traces for DATA-I and DATA-2 may thus 
each be shown with a different line appearance. If 
the graph being ploned has five or more sweeps, the 
pen-vs-trace cycle will be repeated_ For example, 
the fifth trace will use the TRACE I selection, lhe 
sixth will use TRACE 2, etc. 

The STYLE # choices are illustrated in the IN
FORMA TION block at the lower right of the A T
TRIBUTES screen_ For all selections other than the 
solid line (STYLE 7) and dots at each data point 
(STYLE 0) , the SIZE % field adds control of how 
often the dash-dot cycle repealS along the graph. 

The scale reference for the % value is a diagonal 
line from comer to comer of the graph _ For exam
ple, if 4% is entered, the dash-dot cycle length is 
4% (1/25) of the diagonal dimension of the graph 
and would thus repeat 25 times on a data plot from 
comer to comer of the graph. 

The WIDE field and PEN WIDTH fields permit 
control of the plolled line width. A WIDE value of 
I resullS in a single pen trace. Larger values for 
WIDE will produce repeated plots with the pen posi
tion offset by one pen width to produce a wider 
line_ The WIDE value used is always aninleger 
and will round to the nearest integer if a fraction is 
entered. If a trace wider than one pen width but nar
rower than two pen widths is desired, enter 2 as 
WIDE and enter a smaller value into the PEN 
WIDTH field than the actual pen tip width. The 
software then produces a smaller offset for the re
peat plOL 
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If a striped line appearance is desired, with white 
areas between the repeated plots, enter a value of 2 
or greater in the WIDE field and a larger value into 
PEN WIDTH than the acutal pen tip width. 

Figure 15-6 is an illustration of some of the line 
appearances possible through use of the Attributes 
panel of PLOT.EXE. This illustration was saved to 
disk as a .GL file and imported directly to Xerox 
Ventura Publisher as an HPGL file. Since it was to 
be finally printed on a 300 dpi laser printer, pen 
width was set as 0.85 mm (25.4 mm/inch divided by 
300 dots/inch). The four DATA-l traces are all 
solid lines (Style 7) with WIDE values of 13, 9, 5, 
and 1. The four DATA-2 traces all use a WIDE 
value of 1, with Style 1 (dots), Style 2 (dashes), 
Style 4 (dot-dash), and Style 6 (long dash and two 
shon dashes) used for the four traces. 

15.3.1.4. HP LaserJet Printer Line At
tributes 

When the HP LaserJet II printer is used, the ulti
mate line appearance depends upon whether the 
"Plotter in a Cartridge" hardware adapter or the 
"Laser Plotter" software is being used. The LaserJ
el with "Plotter in a Cartridge" installed effectively 
becomes a single-pen plotter. The PEN # selection 
is thus effectively ignored. The STYLE #, SIZE %, 
and WIDE attributes function similarly to plotter 
usage. For WIDE to be properly used, and assum
ing the A/A4 paper size selection on the POSITION 
screen, the PEN WIDTH value must be entered as 
the width of one pixel on the laser printer which is 
essentially 0.085 mm (300 dots per inch resolution). 

With "Laser Plotter" software, an additional step 
in the process permits the user to define gray level 
attributes corresponding to the PEN # selections 
made in PLOT.EXE. Control of the PEN #-to-gray 
level correspondence is described in the documenta
tion furnished by the manufacturer of the "Laser 
Plotter" software. Note that "Plotter in a Cartridge" 
is approximately five times faster than "Laser Plot
ter". 
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15.3.1.5. Saving Configurations 

When a complete selection has been made of all 
the POSITION screen and ATfRIBUTES screen 
choices, the results can be saved to disk in a configu
ration file format (.CFP) for later use. The SAVE 
CONFIGURATION command is used and any de
sired filename acceptable to DOS furnished. The 
.CFP extension is automatically supplied by the soft
ware. At any later time, the LOAD CONFIGURA
TION command may then be used to retrieve the 
complete configuration. 

15.3.1.6. Making the Plot 

When all the ATTRIBUTES and POSITION val
ues have been entered, the LOAD GRAPHICS com
mand may be used to load the .GDL file containing 
the data and text to be plotted. The plot is then 
made to a plotter or LaserJet with "Plotter in a Car
tridge" installed by either the OUTPUT or SAVE 
OUTPUT commands. Either command gives a 
choice of computer output ports to which the plotter 
or laser printer is connected. Selecting the appropri
ate port (for example, COM1:) causes the informa
tion to be transmitted to the plotter or printer and 
the plot or print to begin. HPGL plotters are nor
mally RS-232 interface devices and must be con
nected to COM1: or COM2:. The HP LaserJet III 
or the LaserJet II equipped with Plotter in a Car
tridge may be used with either the parallel or RS-
232 interface and will be faster from the parallel in
terface. With the LaserJet III, remember that PLOT 
must have been started with the /3 option as dis
cussed earlier. 

RS-232-connected devices normally use one of 
two methods to manage the transmission of data and 
avoid overflow of the data buffer in the device. 
One method is a hardware handshake wire in the in
terface cable. The alternate method is a form of 
software handshake called Flow Control or XON
XOFF protocol. The LaserJet with Plotter in a Car
tridge may be set to either handshake mode via soft 
switches, described in the LaserJet manual. HPGL 
plotters normally use hardware handshake. 
PLOT.EXE may be configured at start-up for either 
technique via the IX command line option. If 
PLOT is started with no IX option or with the IXO 
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option, it is configured for hardware handshake as 
appropriate for typicaJ HPGL plotters. If PLOT is 
started with the (X I option, it is set for XON-XOFF 
protocol (flow control). 

For output to a LaserJet printer via the "Laser 
Ploller" software, an additional step must be per
formed as described on page 15-16 below. 

15.3.1.7. Color Separations 

Selecting PEN # 0 results in no plotting or print
ing of the selected parameter. Original art for color 
separations can be prepared by multiple operations 
of PLOT, specifying PEN # 0 for all parameters ex
cept the ones desired for the present color. The 
BOX may be allowed to print in all separations, to 
use as an alignment aid . 

15.3.1.8. Define Now, Print Later 

IL is possible to save complete plot information to 
disk for later plotting or printing. To save the infor
mation, supply a file name instead of selecting a 
computer port under the OUTPUT or SAVE OUT
PUT commands. The software will automatically 
furnish the .GL extension. Then, at a later time, 
you may use the DOS COPY command with the file 
name and computer port specification to make a 
plot or print. If the file will be copied to a HP 
LaserJet III, remember to use the "/3" option in start
ing PLOT before saving the .GL file . Saved .GL 
files may be copied to a parallel-connected HP 
LaserJet III or LaserJet II with "Plotter In A Car
tridge" instaJled, or to an RS-232-connected HPGL 
plotter. For example, if the file name furnished 
when the .GL file was saved was FREQRESP, then 
a plot could be made at a later time to an HPGL 
plotter by typing at the DOS prompt: 

COpy FREQRESP.GL COMl: <Enter> 

if the plotter is connected to the COMl port. Note 
that the "P" option of the DOS MODE command 
must be invoked for the COpy command to func
tion reliably. A typical MODE command, typed at 
the DOS prompt, would be: 

MODE COMl :9600,N,8,l,P 
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The P instructs the computer to retry sending 
blocks of data when the plotter reports back that its 
input buffer is (temporarily) full. 

PLOT.EXE software need not be present at the 
time of plolling in this mode. When this "save now 
and plot later" mode of operation is planned, the 
pen numbers specified on the ATTRIBUTES page 
should not exceed the number which will be in 
place when the .GL file is later copied to the plotter. 
This is because there will be no pause and prompt
ing message to the operator to change pens when 
the COpy command is given. Any subsequent soft
ware commands to change to higher-numbered pens 
will be ignored , resulting in the last pen being used 
to draw all remaining elements of the graph. 

15.3.1.9. Batch Mode Operation 

To incorporate plotting to an HPGL device or 
printing to an HP LaserJet automatically during a 
procedure, PLOT can also be run in a batch mode 
with two file names, an output port or output file 
name specification, one or more codes as command 
line options, and (for the HP LaserJet III only) the 
name of a comments or text file to be printed below 
the graph. One file name is the configuration file 
(.CFP) which specifies plot size, location, pen selec
tion, line style, etc. Another file name specifies the 
.GDL file containing the data to be plotted. The out
put port specifies where the printer is connected, or 
an output file name will cause the graphics output to 
be saved to a file of that name with the .GL exten
sion. The /0 code is required for immediate output 
rather than entering interactive mode. For example, 
a System One procedure could contain the line: 

DOS PLOT //0 FULLPAGE THD-FREQ 
COMl: <Enter> 

where DOS is System One 's menu command to exit 
to DOS and execute one DOS-compatible command 
or program. PLOT is the program. /0 is the com
mand to output immediately, rather then merely 
loading the specified files and entering interactive 
mode. Note that the actual procedure listing must 
contain a double slash (//0) in order to function 
properly, since the S l.EXE Procedure Editor inter
prets single slashes as computer keyboard codes. If 
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you create the procedure in Util Learn mode, the ad
ditional slash will be inserted automatically. If you 
create the procedure by typing directly into the Pro
cedure Editor, remember to use two slashes when
ever a single slash is to be passed to a DOS com
mand. 

FULLPAGE is an example name of a .CFP con
figuration file which completely specifies the size 
and location, pen choices, etc. This file would have 
been created in interactive use of the PLOT pro
gram by making all selections, then using the SAVE 
CONFIGURA nON command of PLOT.EXE and 
supplying the file name. THD-FREQ is an example 
name of a .GDL file . This would have been created 
by the SAVE GRAPHICS command of S l.EXE fol
lowing the running of a test. S1.EXE must have 
been started with the /G command line option in 
order for the SA VE GRAPHICS command to func
tion. COMI: specifies that the plotter or laser 
printer is connected to serial port number one. 
Spaces are required between the word PLOT and 
the first element and between all elements. Order 
of the various elements is not important as long as 
the current directory does not contain .GDL, .CFL, 
or .GL files with the same names. If files of the 
same name do exist, the entire file name including 
extension should be explicitly typed. 

The entire sequence in a procedure might then 
look like this: 

LOAD TEST testfilename /R 
/F9/E 
SAVE GRAPHICS graphicsfilename/R 
DOS PLOT //0 con fig filename 
graphicsfilename outputport!R 
LOAD TEST etc. 

The procedure listing must contain a double slash 
(j/O) before any DOS "f' command line options in 
order to function properly, since the S l.EXE Proce
dure Editor interprets single slashes as computer 
keyboard codes. If you create the procedure in Util 
Learn mode, the additional slash will be inserted au
tomatically. If you create the procedure by typing 
directly into the Procedure Editor, remember to use 
two slashes whenever a single slash is to be passed 
to a DOS command. Note also that S l.EXE must 
have been loaded with an appropriate /R or /B op-
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tion to set aside enough memory For PLOT.EXE to 
operate; see the memory requirements discussion 
above. 

When multiple plots are to be made onto a single 
sheet of paper in a LaserJet III or LaserJet II printer 
with Plotter in a Cartridge installed, two Further 
command line options are useful in batch mode oper
ation. The /E# option controls whether the page 
will be ejected following transmission of data to the 
laser printer. The /P# option controls at which posi
tion on the page the graph will be printed . 

Use of the /E and /P options assumes that a con
figuration File (.CFP) specifying multiple plots on 
the page has been saved from earlier interactive op
eration of PLOT.EXE. The /P option may have any 
numeric value from 0 through 8, corresponding to 
positions 0 through 8 of the PLOT POSITION field 
of the POSITION panel of PLOT.EXE during inter
active operation. The /EO (zero) option is equiva
lent to EJECT OFF on the POSITION panel and 
causes the page to be retained in the laser printer. 
/EI or IE with no number is equivalent to EJECT 
ON and causes the page to be ejected immecliately 
after data transmission and printing. 

As an example of usage of these options, assume 
that PLOT.EXE has been run to develop a configura
tion file, FOURPLOT.CFP, which specifies four 
plots on a page. The configuration file would also 
specify the desired line styles and text attributes on 
the ATTRIBUTES panel. Next, assume that 
S1.EXE has generated four .GDL files (XX, YY, 
72, and AA) from four tests. 

Now, the folIowing sequence can be executed in 
a DOS batch file or procedure to generate four plots 
on one page: 

PLOT FOURPLOT.CFP XX.GDL COMI: /0 /EO /PO 
PLOT FOURPLOT.CFP YY.GDL COMI : /0 /EO /PI 
PLOT FOURPLOT.CFP ZZ.GDL COM I: /0 /EO /P2 
PLOT FOURPLOT.CFP AA.GDL COMI : /0 /EI /P3 

In an S l.EXE procedure, the menu command 
DOS would be required at the start of each line, the 
file extensions (.CFP, .GDL) would not be needed 



HARD COpy PRINTOUT 

unless duplicate names exist, and a IR code for 
<Enter> would be required at the end of each line. 
Note that only one configuration file is now needed . 

15.3.1.10. Printing Comments to HP 
LaserJet III 

Unlike the screen dump print mode initiated by 
the <*> key, contents of the comments editor are 
not printed via PLOT. However, a similar function 
can be obtained when the HP LaserJet III is used in 
batch mode (not interactive) printing. The text de
sired for printing beneath the graph can be prepared 
in Edit Comments mode or via any ASCII text edi
tor and saved to disk . If another editor is used, sup
ply the .TXT file extension which the Save Com
ments command automatically furnishes. Then, sim
ply inel ude this file name, separated by a space 
from other command line options or file names, fol
lowing the PLOT command. For example, the DOS 
command: 
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PLOT /3/0 CONFIGFILE.CFP GRAPHICSF
ILE.GDL TEXTFILE.TXT LPTI 

will result in PLOT loading with the "/3" option re
quired for the LaserJet III, going into immediate out
put rather than interactive mode, using CONFIGF
ll...E to determine position and attributes settings, tak
ing GRAPHICS FILE as the vector file input and 
sending it to the printer, sending TEXTFILE to the 
printer, and then ejecting the page with the text 
printed directly below the graph. The A TTRI-
B UTES screen of PLOT must be used when prepar
ing and saving CONFIGFILE to set a graph size 
which will allow the required size text file to be 
printed below it on a single sheet of paper. 

15.3.1.11. LaserJet Output via 
"Laser Plotter" 

To drive an HP LaserJet via "Laser Plotter" soft
ware, a .GL file must first be saved as described 
above. PEN # selections should be made on the 
PLOT.EXE ATTRIBUTES panel where different ap-

I'i!ll-i(@ PORTRAIT 
Plot orientation on sheet. PLOT POSITIOH ==;;======= IHFORI1ATIOH = ========jJ 

Ldndscape 

PLOTS OH PAG 1 m9 ------------~~~~---
Nunber of plots per sheet. o 

SCALE S [ZE 95 % 

o II Z 3 
Location of plot on sheet . OH 

Portrait 

OFF !lil 
Eject page at end of each plot . X LEHGTH B .550 in. 

Y LEHGTH 6.412 in . 

OFFSET X 1.225 In. 

OFFSET Y 1. 044 In. 

Figure 15-7 Position Panel, POST.EXE 
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LlttESTYLE 

GRAY ott OFF 
DATA-l -- - -

TRACE 1 = iDI .. a .. 0 
TRACE Z = 1.aa .. a + 0 
TRACE 3 = 1.aa + e + a 
TRACE 'I = 1.oa + a + a 

DATA-Z 
TRACE 1 = 1.ae + 3aa + 75 
TRACE Z = 1.aO + a + 0 
TRACE 3 :: 1.00 + a + a 
TRACE 'I :: 1.00 + 0 + e 

GRID 
HORIZ = 1.00 + 0 + 0 
DATA-l = 1.00 + 0 + 0 
DATA-Z = 1.00 + 0 + 0 

LIMITS = LaO + 0 + 0 
BOX = o.sa .. 0 + 0 

Gray scale to print data-l trace 1. 

Figure 15-8 Attributes Panel, POST.EXE 

pearance is desired, just as they would be for a pIot
ter. After saving the .GL file, QUIT from 
PLOT.EXE and load the "Laser PloLLer" software 
from the DOS prompt by typing: 

LP <Enter> 

The "Laser PI OLLer" software, assisted by docu
mentation furnished by the manufacturer, then per
mits selection of the gray levels and other attributes 
which will correspond to the PEN # selections made 
during PLOT.EXE operation. Finally, the actual 
printout will be initiated from the "Laser Plotter" 
software. Laser Plotter software can communicate 
with the HP LaserJet via either the parallel interface 
or RS-232 (serial) interface. 

Note that "Plotter in a Cartridge" is much faster, 
producing LaserJet output in about 45 seconds for a 
typical graph while "Laser Plouer" may require over 
five minutes. 
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TEXT 

WIDTH STYLE GRAY 
-- TEXT -- --.. loa GEHERAL = HeluetBold Leo 

+ loe DATA-l = TilllesRolllan Lao 
+ lao DATA-Z = TilllesRolllan 1.ae 
+ wa HORIZ = TilllesBldltal Lao 

IttFORMATION 

+ 100 GRAY Loa is BLACJ(. 
+ lao a.oo is WHITE. 
+ 100 
+ 100 Ott Length of respectiue 

OFF dash in user units. 
o 011, o OFF = solid. 

+ ZO 
.. za WIDE Width in user units 
+ ZO 1 user unit = 1/3ZaOO 

of X dilll. of graph. 
+ 100 
.. zaa STYLE Font used for text. 

To change setting, use digit keys. 
To return to lIIenu, press the Esc key. 

15.3.2. PostScript Laser Printer 
Output 

POST.EXE is a program furnished for use with 
the Apple LaserWriter and other PostScript-compati
ble laser printers. POST is started from the DOS 
prompt simply by typing: 

POST <Enter> 

POST is normally able to determine the type of 
display system in the computer and configure itself 
accordingly. If the automatic configuration does not 
work properly, the /D option may be used at startup 
to force selection of a particular display mode. For 
example, Lo force configuration for a Hercules 
monochrome display system the /D I option is re
quired and the software would be started with the 
command: 

POST /Dl <Enter> 
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See the Graphic System Compatibility section be
ginning on page 5-7 for full details. 

POST can be run after quitting S I.EXE software. 
POST may also be run during an XDOS or DOS 
temporary exit from S I .EXE. In this case, S I.EXE 
must have been started with the fR, IB, or 
/&filename options so as to leave sufficient memory 
available to DOS for operation of the program. The 
POST program itself occupies about 100 kbytes of 
memory, plus an additional amount which depends 
upon the complexity of the image to be plotted. 
This additional amount may be estimated by assum
ing 3 kbytes for the empty grid plus text and 16 
bytes per data vector. For example, a 100-step 
graph with both DATA-I and DATA-2 in use 
would have 100 vectors per data value or 200 vec
tors total, requiring 3200 bytes. The total memory 
requirement in this case would be 100 kbytes for the 
program, 3 kbytes for the blank grid, and 3.2 kbytes 
for data vectors for a total of about 106 kbytes . A 
common large memory requirement is likely to 
occur when plotting FFTs which may have as many 
as 500 points to plot (8 kbytes for the data). Nested 
sweeps or appended tests with many lines on the 
graph may also have large memory requirements. 
See the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFT
WARE START-UP PROCESS Chapter starting on 
page 28-1 for more information on the fR, IB, or 
/&filename options. 

Note also that your disk, in the current directory, 
must have space available for temporary files cre
ated during the operation of POST.EXE. This tem
porary file (APTEMP$$.PS) will be approximately 
four times the size of the input .GDL file which 
POST is using. 

When POST loads, an introductory screen will 
display along with the menu choices across the bot
tom as follows: 

CMD: POSITION ATTRIBUTES OUTPUT 
SA VE LOAD QUIT 

This menu operates similarly to S I .EXE's com
mand menu. The <Space> bar, horizontal arrow 
keys, or mouse may be used to move the cursor to 
the desired selection and the <Enter> key used to 
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make the selection. Alternately, a selection may be 
made by pressing the key corresponding to the first 
character of the command . Returning to this menu 
from any screen within POST is accomplished by 
the <Esc> key. 

15.3.2.1. Position Panel 

When POSITION is selected, a screen similar to 
Figure 15-7 will be displayed. The arrow keys or 
mouse may be used to move a cursor onto each 
field which can be changed. Some fields are multi
ple choice, while others accept numeric entry from 
the keyboard . 

ORIENTATION permits selection of the orienta
tion of the graph with respect to the paper. In POR
TRAIT mode, the paper must be held with its long 
axis vertical for the graph to be normally viewed. 
In LANDSCAPE mode, the graph will be normally 
viewed with the paper's long axis horizontal. 

PLOTS ON PAGE permits selection of a single 
or multiple plots on a page. Normally. each plot 
would be a different graph. The number of plots 
and relative orientation of the plots depends upon 
whether landscape or portrait mode has been se
lected. The alternatives are clearly illustrated in the 
right portion of the screen. 

PLOT POSITION selects which of the multiple 
positions a graph wiII be printed onto during the cur
rent printing session. If only one plot per page has 
been selected. only the 0 selection is available . 
With a multiple plot selection, the right side of the 
screen illustrates the position numbering scheme. 

SCALE SIZE selects the size of the graph print. 
The aspect ratio (horizontal-to-vertical size ratio) 
will be 4:3 for any scale size entered . The default 
selection is 95% to create some white space be
tween multiple plots on the same page, but any nu
meric value may be entered. The scale size value 
may be superceded by making specific entries into 
the CALCULATED POSITION fields below. 

The EJECT field permits control over whether 
the paper is ejected after the current plot, or remains 
in the printer for additional plots. Setting EJECT 
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OFF for all but the final graph of multiple plots on 
a page thus permits loading and printing several 
.GDL files onto different positions on the page. 
Each of the plots transmitted from POST.EXE is 
stored in the laser printer memory until the EJECT 
ON command is sent. The sheet then prints with 
multiple graphs. 

The CALCULATED POSITION fields display 
the size and offset location of the particular plot se
lected by the fields above. The units for these fields 
may be selected as inches or centimeters. Alter
nately, numeric entry can be made into these fields 
to permit selection of any specific size, aspect ratio, 
and location for a print. When any entry is made, 
the message "User Position" appears above the en
tries and the user entries over-ride the selections 
made in the PLOT POSITION and PLOTS ON 
PAGE fields above. To return to the mode of select
ing among the standard pre-selections, move the cur
sor up to any of the fields in the PLOT POSITION 
section (ORIENTATION, PLOTS ON PAGE, or 
PLOT POSITION) and press the <Enter> key to 
cancel any user-made entries into the CALCU-
LA TED POSITION fields. 
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15.3.2.2. Attributes Panel 

From the command menu of POST (obtainable 
via the <Esc> key), selecting ATTRIBUTES dis
plays a screen similar to Figure 15-8. This screcn 
permits selection of the appearance of the various 
lines, numbers, and text which make up the graph . 

The DATA-l and DAT A-2 areas control the ap
pearance of the one or two lines on the graph which 
plot the DATA-J and DATA-2 values. GRID refers 
to the logarithmic or linear calibration grid onto 
which the data is plotted. LIMITS defines how any 
upper and/or lower comparison files will appear, if 
they were displayed by the <Alt><F7> keystroke be
fore the graphic data was saved to the .GDL file. 
BOX defines the appearance of the outside rectangu
lar lines around the entire graphic and text area. 

In all these areas, the four controllable parame
ters of the line are density or gray level (GRAY), 
length of dashes (ON), length of space between 
dashes (OFF), and line width (WIDE). 

AUDIO PRECISION 2-CHAN(dBV) & LEVEL(dBV) vs FREQ(Hz) 
S.OOOO 

05 JUL 91 10:57:08 

Ap 

0 .0 

-s.ooo 

-\0.00 

-\s.oo 

-20.00 

-2S.00 

-30.00 

-3S.00 

-40.00 

20 100 1k 10k 20k 
Figure 15-9 POST.EXE Print-Out of Nested Sweep of Cassette Recorder Response at Four Amplitudes. Differ
ing Gray Densities of Solid Line Used for DATA-1 Four Sweeps, Differing Density Dash Patterns Used for DA TA-
2 Four Sweeps 
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In the TEXT area, the Lype fonL sLyle (STYLE) 
and gray level (GRA Y) are selectable. The STYLE 
choices include the HelveLica (a sans-serif fonL 
someLimes called Swiss) and Times Roman (with 
serifs) fonts in normal, bold, iLalic, and bold iLalic 
sLyles. Different fonLs and gray levels may be speci
fied Lo wriLe the GENERAL information (graph 
LiLle, LesL name, daLe and Lime), the DAT A-I parame
Ler and uniLs, DATA-2 parameLer and uniLs, and Lhe 
numbers calibrating the horizonLal axis of the graph 
(HORIZ). 

Under DAT A-I and DAT A-2 headings, the line 
appearance may be independenLly specified for up 
Lo four TRACE values. The TRACE parameLer re
fers Lo the mulLiple data seLs obtainable via a nesLed 
sweep (SOURCE-2 inSLead of DATA-2), use of Lhe 
<CLrl><F9> key LO make addiLional LesLs wiLhouL 
erasing the data from the firSL LesL, or afLer use of 
Lhe APPEND TEST or APPEND DA T A command 
Lo bring multiple data seLs inLo one file. The firsL 
four such Lraces for either DATA-lor DATA-2 
may thus each be shown wiLh a different line appear
ance. If the graph being ploLted had five or more 
sweeps, the aLLribuLe-vs-trace cycle will be repeaLed. 
For example, the fifLh trace will use the TRACE 1 
selecLion, the sixth will use TRACE 2, eLC. 

The ON, OFF, and WIDTH values are all staLed 
in "user uniLs", where one uniL equals 1/32000 of 
Lhe X (horizontal) dimension of the graph as se
lecLed on the POSITION panel. 

Figure 15-9 is an illusLraLion made from the same 
.GDL file used for Figure 15-6 earlier in Lhis chap
Ler, LO demonstraLe some of the aLtribuLes of 
POST.EXE. Gray densities of 1.00,0.60,0.40, and 
0.20 were used for the [our Lraces of bOLh DAT A-I 
and DA T A-2. Solid lines were used for DATA-l 
and dashed lines aL 300 uniLS ON, 150 uniLs OFF 
were used for DATA-2. The texL fonLs were Helve
Lica Bold for AUDIO PRECISION and the daLe and 
Lime, Helvetica ILalic for FREQ(Hz), Times Roman 
for 2-CHAN(dBV), and Times Roman Bold ILalic 
[or & LEVEL(dbV). This illustration was saved as 
a disk file using the /l option of POST.EXE which 
creaLes an EncapsulaLed PosLscripL file (.EPS). See 
Lhe Desktop Publishing section below [or more de
tails. 
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15.3.2.3. Saving Configurations 

When a compleLe selection has been made of all 
the POSITION screen and ATTRIBUTES screen 
choices, the resulLs can be saved Lo disk in a configu
raLion file formaL (.CFL) for later use. The SA VE 
CONFIGURATION command is used and any de
sired filename acceptable Lo DOS furnished. The 
.CFL eXLension is aULomaLically supplied by the soft
ware. AL any laLer time, the LOAD CONFIGURA
TION command may Lhen be used LO reLrieve Lhe 
compleLe configuration. 

15.3.2.4. Making the Printout 

When all the ATTRIBUTES and POSITION val
ues have been entered, the LOAD GRAPHICS com
mand may be used Lo load the .GDL file containing 
Lhe data and LexL to be ploLLed. The plOL is then 
made by eiLher the OUTPUT or SA VE OUTPUT 
commands. EiLher command gives a choice of com
puLer outpuL pons Lo which the laser prinLer is con
necLed. SelecLing the appropriaLe porL (for example, 
COM}:) causes the informaLion LO be LransmiLLCd LO 
Lhe prinLer and the prinL LO begin. The Apple Laser
WriLer has no parallel inLerface and muSL be con
nected Lo COMl: or COM2:. RS-232-connecLed de
vices normally use one of Lwo meLhods LO manage 
Lhe transmission of data and avoid overflow of Lhe 
data buffer in the device. One meLhod is a hard
ware handshake wire in the inLerface cable. The al
ternate meLhod, used by the Apple LaserWriLer, is a 
form of sofLware handshake called Flow Control or 
XON-XOFF. POST.EXE may be configured aL 
starL-up for either Lechnique via the IX command 
line opLion. If POST is starLed with no IX 0pLion or 
with the IX 1 option, iL is configured for the XON
XOFF proLocol (flow conLrol) as required by Lhe 
Apple LaserWriLer. If POST is started wiLh the /XO 
option, iL is set for hardware handshake. 

15.3.2.5. Color Separations 

A GRAY value of 0.00 resulLs in no printing of 
Lhe selecLed parameLer. Color separations can be 
prepared by mulLiple operations of POST.EXE, spec
ifying GRA Y 0.00 for all parameLers excepL those Lo 
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be printed in the current color. The BOX may be al
lowed to print in all separations, to use as alignment 
marks. 

15.3.2.6. Saving to Disk 

It is possible to save complete plot information to 
disk for later use. To save the information, supply a 
file name instead of selecting a computer port under 
the OUTPUT or SAVE OUTPUT commands. The 
software will automatically furnish the .PS exten
sion (.PS for PostScript). Then, at a later time, this 
disk file may be used with appropriate software or 
hardware to produce output on a photo typesetter or 
laser printer. 

15.3.2.7. Desktop Publishing 

Some desktop publishing software, including 
Xerox Ventura Publisher (which is used to prepare 
this manual), can import Encapsulated Postscript 
files (.EPS extension). POST.EXE will save files in 
the .EPS format when POST is loaded with the II op
tion. For example 

POST II <Enter> 

Note that Ventura Publisher cannot display the 
content of .EPS files on screen, but will only show 
the boundary of the graphic with a large "X" super
imposed. The graphic will print correctly to a Post
script-compatible printer, however. 

15.3.2.8. Batch Mode Operation 

To incorporate printing to a PostScript-compati
ble laser printer automatically during a procedure, 
POST can also be run in a batch mode with two file 
names, an output port specification, and one or 
more codes as command line options. One file 
name is the configuration file (.CFL) which speci
fies plot size, location, gray level, line style, etc. 
Another file name specifies the .GDL file contain
ing the data to be plotted. The output port descrip
tion describes where the printer is connected; alter
nately, an output file name can be specified, into 
which the graphics data will be saved with a .PS ex-
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tension. The /0 code is required for immediate out
put rather than entering interactive mode. For exam
ple, a System One procedure could contain the line: 

DOS POST //0 FULLPAGE THD-FREQ 
COM I: <Enter> 

where DOS is System One's menu command to exit 
to DOS and execute one DOS-compatible command 
or program. POST is the program. /0 is the com
mand to output immediately, rather than merely 
loading the specified files and entering interactive 
mode. Note that the actual procedure listing must 
contain a double slash (//0) in order to function 
properly. If you create the procedure in Util Learn 
mode, the additional slash will be inserted automati
cally. If you create the procedure by typing directly 
into the Procedure Editor, remember to use two 
slashes whenever a single slash is to be passed to a 
DOS command. 

FULLPAGE is an example name of a .CFL con
figuration file (configuration, LaserWriter) which 
completely specifies the size and location, pen 
choices, etc. This file would have been created in 
interactive use of the POST program by making all 
selections, then using the SA VE CONFIGURA
TION command of POST.EXE and supplying the 
file name. THD-FREQ is an example name of a 
.GDL file. This would have been created by the 
SAVE GRAPHICS command of S 1.EXE following 
the running of a test. S 1.EXE must have been 
started with the /G command line option in order for 
the SAVE GRAPHICS command to function. 
COM I: says that the laser printer is connected to se
rial port number one (or, an output file name may 
be substituted). Spaces are required between the 
word POST and the first element and between all el
ements. Order of the various elements is not impor
tant as long as the current directory does not contain 
.GDL, .CFP, or .PS files with the same names. If 
files of the same name do exist, the entire file name 
including extension should be explicitly typed. 

The entire sequence in a procedure might then 
look like this: 

LOAD TEST testfilename !R 
/F9/E 
SAVE GRAPHICS graphicsfilename!R 
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DOS POST /0 configfilename 
graphicsfilename outputport!R 
LOAD TEST etc . 

Note that S I.EXE must have been loaded with an 
appropriate /R or IB option to set aside enough 
memory for POST.EXE to operate; see the memory 
requirements discussion above. 

When muILiple plots are to be made onto a single 
sheet of paper, two further command line options 
are useful in batch mode operation. The (E# option 
controls whether the page will be ejected following 
transmission of data to the laser printer. The /P# op
tion controls at which position on the page the 
graph will be printed . 

Use of the (E and fP options assumes that a con
figuration file (.CFL) specifying muILiple plots on 
the page has been saved from earlier interactive op
eration of POST.EXE. The /P option may have any 
numeric value from 0 through 8, corresponding to 
positions 0 through 8 of the PLOT POSITION field 
of the POSITION panel of POST.EXE during inter
active operation. The (EO (zero) option is equiva
lent to EJECT OFF on the POSITION panel and 
causes the page to be retained in the laser printer. 
(EI or (E with no number is equivalent to EJECT 
ON and causes the page to be ejected immediately 
after data transmission and printing. 

As an example of usage of these options, assume 
that POST.EXE has been run to develop a configura
tion file, FOURPLOT.CFL, which specifies four 
plots on a page. The configuration file would also 
specify the desired line styles and text attributes on 
the ATTRIBUTES panel. Next, assume that 
Sl.EXE has generated four .GDL files (XX, YY, 
ZZ, and AA) from four tests. 

Now, the following sequence can be executed in 
a DOS batch file or procedure to generate four plots 
on one page: 

POST FOURPLOT.CFL XX.GDL COM I: 10 lEO /PO 
POST FOURPLOT.CFL YY.GDL COMl: 10 lEO /PI 
POST FOURPLOT.CFL ZZ.GDL COM 1: 10 lEO /P2 
POST FOURPLOT.CFL AA.GDL COMI: 10 lEI /P3 
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In an S I.EXE procedure, the menu command 
DOS would be required at the start of each line , the 
file extensions (.CFL, .GDL) would not be needed , 
and a /R code for <Enter> would be required at the 
end of each line. Note that only one configuration 
file is now needed. 
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16. INTERMODULATION DISTORTION 

With the IMD-GEN and IMD-DIS options in
stalled, System One can perfonn stimulus-response 
intennodulation distortion measurements by three 
different techniques: SrvtPTE/DIN, CCIF (twin-
tone) difference tone, and DIM!fIM. The SMPTE 
(Society of MOlion Picture and Television Engi
neers) is the oldest standard. The DIN (Deutsches 
Institut fur Normalizung) standard is similar to 
SMPTE. CCIF is believed to be the initials of a Eu
ropean organization since merged into another stan
dards organization. The so-called CCIF method is 
also described as IHF-IM by the Institute of High Fi
delity. DIM and TIM (Dynamic Intennodulation 
and Transient Intermodulation) testing methods are 
understood to be in the process of standardization 
by the IEC in Europe. 

16.1. Theory of Operation 

The SMPTE and DIN methods use a signal con
sisting of a low-frequency (LF) tone and a high-fre
quency (HF) tone, usually at an amplitude ratio of 4 
to 1 (low frequency to high frequency). Non-linear
ity in the device under test will cause amplitude 
modulation of the high-frequency tone by the low 
frequency tone. The System One analyzer treats the 
high-frequency tone plus sidebands as an amplitude
modulated signal, applies it to an AM detector, mea
sures the amplitude or'the recovered sidebands, and 
expresses it relative to the amplitude of the high fre 
quency "carrier" signal. The SrvtPTE standard speci
fies a 60 Hz LF LOne in a 4: 1 amplitude ratio with a 
7 kHz HF tone. DIN allows several choices of tone 
frequency selection; 250 Hz and 8 kHz are the most 
popular. 

System One also permits "SMPTE-like" tests 
with user-selected frequencies and amplitude ratios. 
The System One IMD generaLOr provides seven 
choices for the If tone, two choices of amplitude 
ratio, and allows the "HF" tone to be set anywhere 
within the range of the generator (which could thus 
be lower in frequency than the "LF" tone). The Sys-

tern One analyzer can accurately analyze SrvtPTE
like signals only when the high frequency LOne is at 
3.0 kHz or above. The applied amplitude ratios can 
vary from 0: 1 (no low frequency tone present, thus 
measuring only incidental amplitude modulation of 
high frequency tone) to at least 8: I, with IMD prod
ucts (sidebands) between 40 Hz and 500 Hz around 
high-frequency tones (carriers) between 3 kHz and 
200 kHz. The 3 dB analysis bandwidth after the am 
detector is 30 Hz to 700 Hz; thus, if it is desired 
that the measurement be sensitive to both second 
and third order 1M products, the generator 1M fre
quency should not be set above 250 Hz so that the 
third order product will fall within the analysis band. 

The CCIF or difference frequency method ap
plies a stimulus of two closely-spaced equal ampli
tude LOnes LO a device under test (DlIT). Non
Iinearities in the DUT will result in a variety of 
IMD products. System One measures the amplitude 
of only the difference tone; the low-frequency prod
uct (second order) existing at a frequency equal to 
the spacing between the two stimulus LOnes. The 
System One generator provides seven choices of 
tone spacing; it then generates a pair of tones 
spaced symmetrically about the main generator car
rier frequency; the main generator amplitude is sup
pressed. The System One IMD analyzer properly 
measures the amplitude of the difference LOne pro
duced when the frequency of the lower of the two
tone pair is between 4 kHz and 200 kHz, with tone 
spacing of 80 Hz to I kHz. 

The DIM or TIM test method provided by Sys
tem One combines a square wave at 3.15 kHz (DIM 
lOOkBW or DIM 30kBW) or 2.96 kHz (DIM B) in 
a 4: 1 pk-pk amplitude ratio with a sine wave "probe 
tone". The IM-FREQ field on the generator panel 
is blanked during DIM testing. The square wave is 
bandwidth limited by a single-pole low-pass filter at 
either 100 kHz (lOOkBW) or 30 kHz (30 kBW and 
B). The probe tone may be generated at any fre
quency selling of the main generator. The analyzer 
measures the amplitude of any resulting products 
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falling between 750 Hz and 2.4 kHz. A probe LOne 
of 15.0 kHz is recommended for the DIM30 or 
DIM100 tesLS, since this will produce a fifth-order 
(odd) product at 2.40 kHz (15.0 kHz ± 4 * 3.15 
kHz) and a sixth-order (even) product at 750 Hz (5 
* 3.15 kHz ± 15.0 kHz). The test thus produces a 
single measurement which has approximately equal 
sensitivity LO odd and even order slewing nonlinearit
ies. Similarly, a 14 kHz probe tone is recom
mended for the DIM-B test for the same reason. 
The DIM-B test has been recommended for FM 
radio and TV audio testing because of their 15 kHz 
bandwidth limitations. 

16.2. Setting Up the Generator Panel 

The software distribution diskelle includes SLan

dard panel set-ups for SMPTE, DIN, CCIF, DIM 
100, DIM 30, and DIM-B. These make good sLart
ing points for variations as des ired. SMPT
FRQ.TST sets the generaLOr to a 60 Hz IM-FREQ in 
a 4: 1 amplitude ratio with a 7.000 kHz main genera
tor FREQUENCY. DIN.TST is also a 4: 1 ampli
tude ratio, but with 250 Hz as the IM-FREQ and 
8.000 kHz as the high frequency . CCIF.TST selecLS 
a 13.50 kHz main generator frequency (suppressed). 
IM-FREQ indicates the spacing between tones in 
CCIF mode, which is 1.000 kHz for CCIF.TST, pro
ducing twin tones at 13 kHz and 14 kHz. 
DIM100.TST and DIM30.TST both select a 15.0 
kHz probe tone, while DIM-B.TST uses a 14.00 
kHz probe tone. 

Amplitude calibration in all IMD waveforms is in 
sinewave peak equivalent LenDS; for example, select
ing an AMPLITUDE of 1.000 Volt will result in the 
complex IMD signal having the same 2.828 Volt 
peak-LO-peak amplitUde that a 1.000 Volt sine wave 
has. Clipping in a device under test will thus occur 
at the same generator amplitude for THD+N and 
IMD modes. 

In SMPTE (DIN) mode, the seven available 
choices for the low frequency tone are 40, 50, 60, 
100, 125,250, and 500 Hz. Selection may be made 
on an increment-decrement basis by using the <+> 
and <Del> keys while the cursor is placed on the 
IM-FREQ indication field . AlLemately, a number 
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may be entered into that field from the keyboard 
with the digit keys. The software will select the 
choice nearest the entered frequency when the 
<Enter> key is pressed. 

In CCIF mode, the spacing between the two gen
erated tones may be selected in the same fashion 
from the choices of 80, 100, 120, 200, 250, 500, and 
1000 Hz. These frequency spacing values are ex
actly twice the SMPTE frequencies listed above, 
since the same oscillator is used in a balanced modu
lator technique to generate the LOne pair. 

In DIM mode, the square wave frequency is 
fixed at either 3.15 kHz in DIM 30 and DIM 100 
modes or at 2.96 kHz in DIM B mode. This fre
quency is not indicated on the generator panel, but 
will generally be measured and displayed by the an
alyzer frequency counter when the signal is fed to 
the analyzer module. 

The main generaLOr minimum useful frequency 
(suppressed center frequency) in CCIF mode is 4.0 
kHz, since lower values would produce erroneous re
SUILS; in fact, a 4.0 kHz center frequency and 1.0 
kHz spacing in CCIF mode will produce somewhat 
degraded accuracy and residuals. Similarly, 4.0 
kHz is the minimum useful main generator (probe 
tone) frequency in the DIM modes. In SMPTE 
mode, the analyzer residual SMPTE/DIN IMD will 
increase rapidly with main generator frequencies 
below approximately 3 kHz. The analyzer will not 
produce accurate measuremenLS with main generator 
frequencies below 2.5 kHz. There are non-IMD ap
plications, such as compander swept frequency re
sponse testing, for placing the main generator lower 
than 3 kHz, even below the IM-FREQ. 

16.3. Setting Up the Analyzer Panel 

Analyzer set-up for IMD testing is done princi
pally by selecting the desired IMD mode. When an 
IMD mode is selected, the BW field near the center 
of the analyzer panel will indicate the approximate 
3 dB analysis bandwidth of the instrument for speci
fied accuracy. None of the absolute measurement 
units (V, dBm, dBu, dBV, dBr) can be selected in 
the IMD modes, even though they are available in 
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THD+N mode. This is because SMPTEIDIN IMD 
is inherently defined as a percenlage of (or ratio lO) 
lhe high frequency "carrier" lone; measurement of 
lhe diSlortion producLS in absolule unilS has no sig
nificance. 

16.4. Bandpass Filter Use During 
IMD Testing 

In mosl IMD lesting, the BPIER FREQ line will 
be left in the AUTO posilion . This will aulomali
cally lune the bandpass filler lo the difference fre
quency lone in CCIF mode, and positions il as a 
band rejecl filter lo assist slopband allenualion in 
the SMPTE and DIM modes. For certain applica
tions in SMPTE and DIM lesling, however, il is use
fullO fix me filler as a bandpass al certain frequen
cies for furlher information on the dislortion prod
UClS and lo obtain lower residual noise contribution. 

lL can also be very illuminaling lO sweep lhe 
bandpass filler in SMPTE-DIN modes lO graph lhe 
1M producls of several orders. 

In SMPTE lesting, the bandpass filler can be 
used lO discriminale belween the even and odd 
order prodUClS. Assuming the stimulus lo include a 
60 Hz signal as the If lOne, the BPIER FREQ line 
can be changed from AUTO to 60 Hz; the reading 
will then consist essentially of the second order 
producl (HF tone ± LF LOne). If the BPIER FREQ 
is sel LO 120 Hz when the signal has a 60 Hz low 
frequency component, the reading will consisl essen
lially of the third order product (HF lone ± 2 * LF 
lone). 

If il is desired lO graphically display all producls 
within the 700 Hz analysis bandwidlh of SMPTE
DIN mode, SOURCE-l can be sel for an analyzer 
BPIER sweep from perhaps 1 kHz lO 30 Hz. Figure 
16-1 shows the resulL of sueh a LeSl, using the 50 Hz
7 kHz signal from a lest compact disc. The 
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Figure 16-1 Spectral Analysis of SMPTE IMO Products 
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bandpass filter rejection is approximately 16 dB 
(original hardware) or 32 dB (A-version hardware) 
at half and twice its center frequency. 

Similarly, the filter can be used in DIM testing to 
discriminate between the fifth order (odd) and sixth 
order (even) products. With the recommended 15.0 
kHz probe tone in DIMIOO and DIM30 tests, the 
BPIBR FREQ line can be set to 2.40 kHz to pro
duce a reading of only the fifth order product, and 
to 750 Hz to measure only the sixth order product. 
For the DIM-B test with the recommended 14.00 
kHz probe tone, the correct frequencies are 2.16 
kHz for the fifth order product and 800 Hz for the 
sixth order. 

16.5. Intermodulation Distortion 
Sweep Testing 

All three forms of IMD can be usefully swept in 
amplitude, showing the distortion characteristics of 
a device across its entire dynamic range. The CCIF 
mode may be superior to THD+N tests at low ampli
tudes since it is much more narrow-band and there
fore does not become noise limited until much 
lower amplitudes. 

SMPTE and CCIF IMD tests can also be usefully 
performed as frequency sweeps. Sweeping the 
probe tone in DIM tests is of questionable utility, 
since only certain bands of probe tone frequencies 
will produce moderately low-order products which 
fall into the 750 Hz-2.4 kHz analysis band. SMPTE
like tests can have the high frequency tone swept 
from 2.5 kHz to any upper limit within range of the 
generator, though maximum accuracy and residual 
IMD performance is specified only when the high 
frequency tone is between 3 kHz and 20 kHz. 
CCIF tests can have the (suppressed) center fre
quency swept from 4.0 kHz to any upper frequency. 
Fully-specified performance is limited to lower-tone 
frequencies (main generator center FREQUENCY 
minus one-half the IM-FREQ spacing) above 4 kHz, 
with 20 kHz the upper limit for full accuracy. 

Audio Precision System One User's Manual 

16.6. Amplitude Measurements of 
IMD Signals 

Since IMD signals consist of two or more tones, 
they are non-sinusoidal by definition . As noted ear
lier in this section, System One's generator ampli
tude calibration for all IMD signals is in terms of 
sinewave peak equivalent amplitude. A generator 
amplitude selection of 1.000 Volts amplitude will 
thus produce an IMD waveform of 2.828 Volts peak
to-peak, the same peak-to-peak voltage which a 
1.000 Volt rms sinewave has. 

The equivalent measurement calibration in Sys
tem One requires use of the S-Pk "detector" choice. 
S-Pk stands for scaled peak. S-Pk is not actually a 
separate detector circuit. S-Pk uses the Peak detec
tor of System One, but multiplies the measurement 
by 0.707 before display. S-Pk thus displays the am
plitude of a sinewave which would have the same 
peak-to-peak amplitude as the actual signal wave
form being measured. 

A typical example of use of the S-Pk detector 
might be after having adjusted the generator ampli
tude (perhaps in bargraph mode) for the threshold of 
a rapid increase in IMD distortion from a power am
plifier. If the amplifier power at this point were 
then measured using the RMS detector, the result 
would differ markedly from a similar measurement 
using THD+N and would also differ significantly 
from the rated output power from the amplifier. 
Using the S-Pk detector will produce a measurement 
of the equivalent sinewave power, which should cor
relate well both with the manufacturer's power rat
ings and with similar measurements using 
sinewaves and THD+N. 



17. WOW AND FLUTTER 

17.1. Theory of Operation 

Wow and fluller is the undesirable frequency 
modulation of an audio signal due to instantaneous 
speed variations caused by mechanical imperfec
tions in a recording and playback mechanism such 
as a tape recorder or turntable. Wow and fluller 
measurements are usually made with a test tape or 
disk having a pre-recorded tone that is assumed to 
contain very lillie residual FM. The reproduced 
tone is bandpass filtered to limit potential wideband 
interference and is fed into an FM discriminator. 
The output of the discriminator is an ac signal 
whose amplitude is proportional to the instantaneous 
frequency deviation of the test tone. For most mea
surements this signal is passed, before detection, 
through a selectable weighting filter whose peak re
sponse is centered at about 4 Hz. The purpose of 
the weighting filter is to produce numerical results 
which parallel the human ear's sensitivity to differ
ent frequency components of wow and Iluller. Un
weighted measurements simply bypass the weight
ing filter. 

17.2. Measurement Standards 

Four major standards exist for the measurement 
of wow and flutter: IEC, DIN, NAB, and lIS. All 
recommend the measurement of weighted frequency 
modulation of a test tone, but differ in specific test 
tone frequency, detector type, and/or "ballistics" 
(the dynamic response of the detector). The IEC 
and DIN standards are identical and recommend a 
3.15 kHz test tone with a quasi-peak detection char
acteristic. Both NAB and 1IS recommend a 3.0 kHz 
test tone but differ in detector type: NAB specifics 
an average response (rms calibrated), lIS specifies 
"effective" response which is similar to NAB detec
tion but with a much longer integration time con
stant. 

The flat or unweighted bandwidth of the NAB 
and 1IS recommendations extends from 0.5 Hz to 
200 Hz, covering the portion of the spectrum where 
frequency modulation is normally caused by imper
fect rotating components such as idlers, wheels, cap
stans, pulleys, or motors. IEC/DIN recommends a 
0.2 Hz lower cutoff; however, lillie energy is nor
mally present below 0.5 Hz. Because the settling 
time of a practical 0.2 Hz system cutoff would be 5 
to 10 seconds, the low frequency cutoff of the 
Audio Precision System One wow and fluller mea
surement option is designed to be 0 .5 Hz regardless 
of the standard selection. Weighted measurements 
are not compromised because the weighting filter re
sponse includes the effects of the 0 .5 Hz low fre
quency roll off. 

17.3. Scrape Flutter 

Frequency modulation in tape recorders can also 
be caused by frictional effects of the tape sliding 
over guides or the tape heads themselves. This 
fonn of imperfection is called "scrape" fluller and is 
characterized by FM products extending to 5 kHz, 
but often peaking near 3 kHz. Motors with servo 
speed regulation can also exhibit FM products sub
stantially above the 200 Hz cutoff of normal un
weighted wow and flutler measurements. Higher 
frequency FM products are perceived more as added 
noise, "grit", or "harshness" instead of as frequency 
modulation. 

To measure this form of fluller, it is necessary to 
use a higher test tone or "carrier" frequency to per
mit FM discrimination of products to 5 kHz without 
aliasing. To achieve this extended performance, 
System One utilizes the HIGH BAND flutler mea
surement technique developed by Dale Manquen of 
Altair Electronics, Inc. The recommended HIGH 
BAND test tone frequency of 12.5 kHz yields the 
desired measurement bandwidth of 5 kHz on record
ers which have frequency response to 18 kHz. Sys
tem One also permits operation at test tone frequen

17-1 
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cies down to 10 kHz with some increase in alias er
rors, for recorders such as consumer VCRs which 
have more limited high-frequency response. 

Scrape flutter is normally measured with average 
detection-rms calibrated (NAB) characteristics. 
Measurement bandwidth in HIGH BAND mode is 
selectable over four bandwidths: 4 Hz bandpass 
(WTD), 0.S-200 Hz, 200 Hz-S kHz, and 0.5 Hz-S 
kHz. For a typical professional recorder which in
corporates a scrape flutter idler, the below-200 Hz 
and above-200 Hz contributions will be approxi
mately equal. 

Despite the difference in test tone frequencies, 
the conventional and HIGH BAND modes yield 
near-identical readings if both are weighted or both 
are unweighted. The only change with the HIGH 
BAND mode is the extended measurement capabil
ity. The HlGH BAND mode can therefore be used 
for all measurements unless either a pre-recorded 3 
or 3.1S kHz test tape is being used, or if the re
corder has such limited frequency response that only 
the lower frequency test tone will pass through the 
machine. 

17.4. Making Wow and Flutter 
Measurements 

The wow and flutter analysis capability is se
lected as "W+F" on the MEASURE function line 
near the top of the ANALYZER panel. Three other 
fields on the analyzer control panel change when 
W+F is selected. The far right field on the DETEC
TOR line changes from the usual choices of RMS, 
A VG, Q-PK, and PEAK to IEC, NAB, and lIS. Se
lecting IEC enables a quasi-peak detector with dy
namics ("ballistics") conforming to the IEC and 
DIN standards. Selecting NAB or JIS enables an av
erage detector with approximate VU ballistics; how
ever, JIS also enables a software algorithm that im
parts a 4-S second integration time constant to mea
surements for a heavily damped response. 

Measurement bandwidth and test tone compatibil
ity are selected on the FILTER line of the AN
AL YZER panel. Selecting WTD (weighted) or 
UNWTD (unweighted) will instruct the analyzer to 

assume a test tone or "carrier" frequency in the 2.8 
kHz to 3.3 kHz band. To prevent the possibility of 
grossly inaccurate readings, the READING display 
will blank if the signal from the reproducing ma
chine falls outside the 2.7 kHz to 3.4 kHz band. 
When WTD is selected, the weighting filter is in
serted between the discriminator and detector 
stages. When UNWTD is selected, the measure
ment bandwidth is flat, extending from approxi
mately O.S Hz to 200 Hz. The BANDWIDTH 
fields immediately above the FILTER line become 
indications, rather than selections, showing the ap
proximate analysis bandwidth. With both WTD and 
UNWTD selections, these fields will display 0.5 Hz 
and 200 Hz. 

The four selections ending with ~'-HB" (WTD
HB, UNWTD-HB, SCRAPE-HB, and WIDE-HB) 
instruct the analyzer to assume a nominal test tone 
or "carrier" frequency of 12.5 kHz. The READING 
display will blank if the signal drops below 7.S kHz 
or exceeds 14 kHz. WIDE-HB selects the full 
bandwidth of the analyzer, extending from O.S Hz to 
approximately S kHz (typically 3 dB at 4.S kHz). 
The exact response is significantly influenced by the 
test tone frequency and has been optimized for 12.S 
kHz. Lower frequency test tones will exhibit de
graded bandwidth and aliasing for FM products 
above half frequency. SCRAPE-HB selects a 200 
Hz to S kHz analysis bandwidth, and UNWTD-HB 
selects a O.S Hz to 200 Hz bandwidth allowing rela
tive comparisons between the scrape flutter and/or 
servo harmonic products versus rotational products. 
WTD-HB selects the same weighting filter used 
with 3 kHz-3.lS kHz test tones, permitting both 
weighted wow and flutter and scrape flutter measure
ments with the same test frequency. 

When making wow and flutter measurements, the 
normal input autoranging feature of System One 
should be disabled. Tapes can exhibit momentary 
dropouts that might trigger ranging, causing a se
vere transient in the wow and flutter measurement. 
Fixing the input range is done by entering the maxi
mum expected input level and unit selection in the 
appropriate RANGE field at CHANNEL A or 
CHANNEL B (whichever is being used) of the AN
ALYZER panel. The fields will display the closest 
available internal range. Selecting "AUTO" in the 

http:kHz-3.lS
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Figure 17-1 FFT Spectrum Analysis of Wow and Flutter. 

units field will restore autoranging. The analyzer 
has been designed to handle signals over a 30 dB 
window, giving ample margin with a fixed input 
range. 

The Audio Precision System One wow and Out
ter analyzer permits wow and Outler measurements 
up to at least 1.0% using a 3 kHz or 3.15 kHz test 
tone, and 2.5% using a 12.5 kHz test tone. A mea
surement of 0.5% represents an almost unlistenable 
level of wow and Outler. All measurements are dis
played in a single range to avoid the long autorang
ing times of other analyzers that can be triggered by 
occasional tape dropouts. Measurement resolution 
is typically 0.0003% using a 3.0 kHz or 3.15 kHz 
test tone and 0.001 % using a 12.5 kHz tone. 

17.5. Spectrum Analysis of Wow & 
Flutter 

With System One + DSP or System One Dual 
Domain, FFT spectrum analysis can be performed 
directly on the 3 kHz or 3.15 kHz LOne or on the 
wow and Outler discriminator output. When acquir

(Requires DSP Option) 

ing signal at the discriminator (RDNG) output, a 
low sampling rate such as 1 kHz can be used since 
Outter signal bandwidth is limited to a few hundred 
Hz in the wow and flutler analyzer. The resulting 
frequency resolution can be as high as 0.06 Hz. 
This degree of resolution permits clear separation of 
Outler-frequency components, as shown in Figure 
17-1. If the flutler is being caused by defective ro
tating components, the circumference and diameter 
of the faulty component may be calculated from the 
measured Outter frequency and knowledge of the 
tape speed. For example, in the figure it can be 
seen that the dominant flutler frequency is 7.5 Hz. 
At the tape speed of 7.5 inches per second, this 
means that the flutler could be caused by a defective 
idler or capstan with a circumference of 1.00 inches 
(diameter of 0.318 inches). This is a powerful diag
nostic technique for locating defective rotating com
ponents. The standard test files furnished with DSP 
units include a lest already set up for the measure
ment shown. 
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Machine______ Date______ Tape speed ______ 

Tape Type _____ Detector NAB / IEC / JIS (NAB preferred) 

Beginning Middle 

Weighted (4 Hz BP) 

Unweighted (0.S-200 Hz) 

Scrape (200 Hz-S kHz) 

Wideband (O.S Hz-S kHz) 

End 

Figure 17-2 Sample Table, Wow and Flutter Test Results 

17.6. Standards and Test Methods 

The NAB flutter standard specifies that testing 
shall be made while reproducing a "flutter free" test 
tape. The flutter value is the average value of the 
peaks of the readings, excluding random peaks 
which do not recur more than three times in any 10
second period. Make readings at random intervals 
throughout the length of the test reel, splicing seg
ments of the test tape into a full reel if necessary to 
test beginning, midreel, and end performance. To 
randomize the phase of the various flutter compo
nents, stop the tape between readings and tum each 
roller and idler slightly by hand. 

The IEC flutter standard specifies that testing 
shall use a tape which has been recorded on the ma
chine undergoing test. Do not conduct tests during 
simultaneous record/playback mode! The time delay 
caused by the physical spacing of the record and 
playback heads will cancel flutter components at fre
quencies given by the following expression: 

Flutter cancellation frequency 

=N * tape speed 
gaJrto-gap distance 

N 
time delay between heads 

( where N = 1,2,3, ...) 

Although the standards indicate that only a single 
value of nutter is necessary, maintenance objectives 
are optimized by keeping written records of trans
port performance at the beginning, middle, and end 
of the tape reel. 

Whenever possible, use the HIGH BAND mea
surement capability of System One to complete a 
test data table as shown in Figure 17-2, noting the 
detector type. 

As a simpler but more comprehensive alternate to 
manually recording information in the table, a 10 
second time sweep test (see Display Types section 
below) could be run under each of the twelve condi
tions listed in the table and each saved as test files 
with unique names; the additional information such 
as machine type, tape type, and tape speed can be re
corded in Edit Comments mode and automatically 
saved with each test. 

The NAB technique of reading a flutter-free tape 
in playback with an average-responding meter is an 
optimistic method. The IEC technique of record
playback with peak response yields readings which 
range from I.S to 3 times higher than the NAB val
ues. The selected method is important only when 
comparing with the manufacturer's specifications. 
For normal maintenance, consistency from test to 
test is more important than the absolute method. 
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1 5,9~~ 19,~~ 15,9~ 2~,~~ 25,~~ 39,99 
Figure 17-3 Wow and Flutter 

From a practical standpoint, the NAB method of 
using a standard test tape on reel·to-reel machines is 
very convenient, but some high-quality machines 
have flutter levels which are near or below the resid
ual flutter in the test tape. If the flutter readings ob
tained from the test tape are higher than those ob· 
tained using record-playback, the test tape has more 
flutter than the tape machine. Use the test tape only 
if it yields lower readings. 

17.7. Display Types 

Wow and flutter can be measured simply by ob
servation of the digital indication on the reading line 
of the ANALYZER panel. It can also be monitored 
in the analog bargraph mode of System One by se
lecting RDNG as DATA·I on the SWEEP (F9) 
DEFINITIONS panel and pressing the <F2> func 
tion key, or by selecting Run Bargraph from the 
menu. The cnd points of the bargraph will be con
trolled by the values entered for GRAPH TOP and 
GRAPH BOTTOM. When using the bargraph 
mode, it is also often desirable to enable the center 
and bottom bargraphs to display speed error (drift) 

and output level of the tape or disk player. To put 
speed error on the center bargraph, select ANLR 
and FREQ as OATA-2. Select delta % as the 
FREQ unit. This unit displays measured frequency 
in terms of percentage deviation from the value en
tered in the FREQ REF field near the bottom of the 
ANALYZER panel. This value should be the fre
quency recorded on the test tape or disk, normally 
either 3.0 or 3.15 kHz. To display output level 
from the player on the bottom bargraph, select EX
TERN LEVEL as the SOURCE-I parameter and se
lect the units and values desired for the ends of the 
bargraph as the START and STOP lines. 

Wow and flutter can also be displayed versus 
time, in chart recorder fa shion. Assuming that both 
wow and flutter and speed error are to be charted, 
select RDNG as DAT A-I and ANLR FREQ as 
DATA-2. Select EXTERN TIME as SOURCE-I. 
Choose the STOP time you wish; values of 10 to 30 
seconds are often appropriate. To obtain fast update 
and many data points, choose the #STEPS value to 
produce perhaps 10 to 20 readings per second. For 
example, with a 10 second sweep, select #STEPS as 
100 to 200. On the ANALYZER panel, select ei
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ther AUTO or 16 or 32 readings per second on the 
DETECTOR line. Use the <PgDn> key to obtain 
the SWEEP SETTLING panel, and tum SETILING 
OFF. This will result in readings from the hardware 
being directly plotted as they occur, rather than 
being compared against previous samples. Press 
<F9> and the time chart recording will take place, 
with instantaneous flutter and drift values being plot
ted. 

It is sometimes desired to quote a single figure 
for wow and flutter, rather than presenting a stream 
of readings versus time. The COMPUTE 2-SIGMA 
menu command was designed for that purpose. 
COMPUTE 2-SIGMA calculates the value which 
was exceeded for 5% of the time, and replaces the 
original data with that value. The F7 key will thus 
re-plot with a horizontal line at the 2 sigma value. 
If it is desired to retain both the original data vary
ing with time and the 2 sigma value, the test can ini
tially be set up with RDNG selected at both DATA
I and DA T A-2. COMPUTE 2-SIGMA can then be 
invoked only for DATA-2, for example. The F7 re
plot will then show the original data as the solid 
(green) line and the 2 sigma value as the dashed 
(yellow) line. See Figure 17-3 for an example of 
this technique on a high-quality professional multi
track tape recorder. 



18. SWITCHER MODULES 

18.1. Introduction 

Audio Precision's SWR-122 switcher family is 
designed for use with System One in the testing of 
multiple input-output devices such as mixing con
soles, multi-track tape recorders, audio routing 
switchers, distribution amplifiers, or multiple units 
of simpler units during burn-in, environmental test, 
and similar activities. One of the versions is a patch
point switcher which can be connected at a number 
of points in an audio chain or a console input chan
nel. It permits signal measurements at any of these 
points, or allows breaking the normal path, measur
ing the unloaded output of the previous stage, and 
driving the following stage with the System One 
generator. 

18.2. Functional Description 

The SWR family of switchers is available in four 
versions: 

• input switcher with XLR connectors (SWR
122F) 

• output switcher with XLR connectors (SWR
122M) 

• patch-point switcher with 5-pin XLR connec
tors (SWR-122P) 

• connectorJess, terminal strip version (SWR
122T) which can be configured in any of the 
above three functional types. 

All four of the Audio Precision switchers use the 
same circuit board. They differ from one another in 
connector configuration and in attributes set by inter
nal jumpers, which define them as an input switcher 
(connecting multiple device outputs to the analyzer 
inputs), an output switcher (connecting generator 
outputs to multiple inputs of devices), or a patch
point switcher. 

Each of the switchers is a 12 x 2 crosspoint ma
trix, hence the SWR-122 nomenclature. Either of 
the two common points can be connected, under 
software control, to any of the twelve selectable 
points. All the switchers are of balanced design but 
may be used with unbalanced circuits. Up to 16 
modules of the input and/or output switcher may be 
stacked and connected in daisy-chain fashion to per
mit testing devices with up to 192 inputs and/or out
puts (up to 96 stereo pairs). Rear panel program
ming switches permit setting the address of each 
module in a stacked-module system for the desired 
channel number selections-l through 12, 13 
through 24, etc. Figure 18-1 is a simplified diagram 
pertaining to all versions. The relay contacts shown 
as single switches are actually multiple relay con
tacts connected in a more complex arrangement. 
This is necessary to obtain the isolation and cross
talk required for practical professional and high
grade consumer applications. 

18.2.1. Input Switcher 

The input switchers function basically as the sim
plified diagram indicates. Any of up to 12 balanced 
circuit points per module (192 with the maximum 
16 modules stacked) may be connected to either the 
A or B connector, which would in tum normally be 
connected to the A and B inputs of the System One 
analyzer. The SWR-122F version of the input 
switcher has two male XLR connectors for connec
tion to the analyzer inputs, and 12 female XLR con
nectors for connection to device outputs. The con
nectorless terminal strip version SWR-122T may be 
configured as an input switcher. 

18.2.2. Output Switcher 

The usual function of the output switcher is to 
connect System One generator outputs to a number 
of device inputs. It is electrically different from the 
input switcher in that it also has the capability of 

18-1 
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Figure 18-1 Simplified Diagram, Switchers 

connecting one output of the generator to all but one 
input of a device, such as a routing switcher. The 
output of that one non-driven channel may then be 
measured to obtain a worst-case crosstalk measure
ment. The SWR-122M version has two female and 
12 male XLR connectors. The connectorless termi
nal strip version SWR -122T may be configured as 
an output switcher. 

18.2.3. Patch Point Switcher 

The patch point switcher differs considerably 
from the input and output switchers, even though it 
uses me same circuit board . The two "common" 
connectors of the patch point switcher are a female 
connector (INPUT) for connection to an output of 
the generator and a male connector (OUTPUT) for 
connection to an input of the analyzer. The twelve 
connectors of the SWR-122P version are 5-pin XLR 
connectors. They are designed for connection at 

major circuit nodes of a console, or between series
connected devices in an audio chain in a studio, 
transmitter, or sound reinforcement system. Pins 1 
(high) and 2 (low) connect to a balanced output of 
the preceding device. Pin 3 is ground. Pins 4 
(high) and 5 (low) are me balanced input of the fol
lowing stage or device. Figure 18-2 is a simplified 
diagram of the patch-point switcher. Although the 
diagram shows a single-ended architecture, all cir
cuits are actually balanced. The connectorless termi
nal strip version SWR-122T may be configured as a 
patch-point switcher. 

In the normal mode of the patch point switcher 
(power off, or no channel selected) the previous 
stage or device is directly connected to the input of 
the following stage or device. By selecting an 
INPUT channel from the control panels of System 
One, it is also possible to connect the analyzer input 
across any normal led-through connection to mea
sure level, distortion, noise, response, etc. It is also 
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Figure 18-3 Jumper Locations, Output Switcher 
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possible to break the normalled-through connection 
by selecting an OUTPUT channel number from the 
software control panel, so that the previous stage or 
device may be measured in an unloaded condition. 
If the relevant generator output channel is turned on 
when an OUTPUT channel is selected, it will drive 
the following stage or device. For stereo systems 
and devices, two of the patch-point switchers may 
be designated as A and B and used together to si
multaneously access both stereo channels. 

18.2.4. Terminal Strip Switcher 

The terminal strip switcher SWR-122T has five
screw connector blocks in place of XLR connectors. 
It may be configured as an input switcher, output 
switcher, or patch-point switcher as described 
below. Note that the isolation and crosstalk specifi
cations of the SWR-122 family of switchers apply 
only to the connector blocks of the terminal strip 
version. The user must take precautions with shield
ing and lead dress if these specifications are to be 
maintained on through the user cable assemblies to 
the device under test. 

18.2.4.1. Jumper Selection 

The switcher circuit board has four jumpers on it 
when shipped from the factory. They are dia
grammed in Figure 18-3, Figure 18-4, and Figure 18
5. 

The two jumpers marked I/O are located near the 
two 25-pin D subminiature connectors on the rear 
panel. These select between INPUT and OUTPUT 
modes of the switcher. The input and output posi
tions are marked above the two jumpers, input being 
away from the power transformer and output being 
toward the transformer. 

The other two jumpers are located near the six
position rocker switch assembly on the rear panel. 
They select whether the switcher responds to Chan
nel A or Channel B commands. When both jump
ers are side by side, they bypass the rear panel A 
and B rocker switches. They must be in this posi
tion for the input or output versions of the switcher. 
This is the position in which they are shipped from 

the factory. If a PATCH POlNT switcher configura
tion is desired, one of these jumpers must be re
moved and the other rotated 90 degrees and placed 
on the pair of pins closest to the 74HCT74 inte
grated circuit. With the jumper in this position, the 
rear panel A and B rocker switches will select the 
desired channel for switcher operation . 

18.2.4.2. Input/Output Connections 

The connections to and from the device under 
test are made through the twelve terminal strips lo
cated near the front panel of the switcher. The wir
ing for these connectors is as follows: 

high signal from device under test output 

2 low signal from device under test output 

3 ground 

4 high signal to device under test input 

5 low signal to device under test input 

When used as in INPUT or OUTPUT switcher, 
the corresponding XLR connections are as follows: 

XLR pin 2 (signal high) 

2 XLR pin 3 (signal low) 

3 XLR pin 1 (ground) 

4 not used 

5 not used 

When the terminal strip switcher is shipped from 
the factory, pins 1 and 4 are connected together and 
pins 2 and 5 are connected together on the circuit 
board itself. If the switcher is to be used as a 
PATCH POINT switcher, the appropriate circuit 
board traces must be cut. Figure 18-6 shows how 
this is done on circuit boards of switchers before se
rial number 20000. Switchers after serial number 
20000 can be modified by cutting traces as shown 
in Figure 18-7. Once these traces are cut, operation 
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as an INPUT or OUTPUT switcher will require 
wire jumpers to be inserted in the screw terminals 
between pins 1 and 4 and between pins 2 and 5. 

Connections to System One and to the other 
switchers in the system are made via the XLR con
nectors at the rear of the switcher. The Channel A 
stacking connectors on the rear panels should be 
connected from switcher to switcher with the last 
one of the chain connected to the appropriate Sys
tem One Channel A connector. The Channel B 
stacking connectors on the rear panels should be 
connected from switcher to switcher with the last 
one of the chain connected to the appropriate Sys
tem One Channel B connector. 

The PATCH POINT version switcher uses the 
connectors marked Channel A as the input connec
tions. These should be daisy-chained to the other 
switchers in the system and connected to one chan
nel of the System One generator output. The Chan
nel B connectors are used as the output connectors 
and should be connected to the corresponding chan
nel of the analyzer input. This channel is then se
lected by setting the corresponding rocker switch, A 
or B, on the rear of the switcher to the up position. 

18.3. Installation 

Switcher installation consists of physically mount
ing the switcher modules, setting the ac mains volt
age range switch, providing proper ac mains power, 
electrically interconnecting them, and setting rear 
panel switches for address and function. Physically, 
the switcher modules may be either rack-mounted or 
simply stacked on top of one another. Ac mains 
connections are made via standard IEC connectors. 
A rear panel switch selects the nominal 100-120 
Volt or 220-240 Volt ranges . No power switch is 
provided; the units are designed for continuous ser
vice. 

Electrically, the digital control connectors of the 
switchers must be connected in "daisy-chain" fash
ion. Normally, the computer will be connected to 
the first switcher with a digital interface cable, the 
first switcher connects to the second, etc., and the 
last switcher connects to the System One digital con-
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Figure 18-6 Tracks to Cut to Convert Terminal Strip 
to Patch Point Switcher, Below SIN 2000 

nector. Each switcher has both a male and female 
digital interface connector on its back panel for 
these connections. When more than one module of 
a given type (input, output, or patch-point) is used 
in a system, rear panel address switches must also 
be set. The four left-hand switches on the binary 
switch bank on the rear panel set the module ad
dress. The relationship between rear panel address 
switch position, binary code, and channel number 
on the computer software "panels" is shown in 
Figure 18-8. 

In a patch point switcher the two right-hand 
switches (viewed from the rear) select channel A or 
channel B operation as shown in Figure 18-9. 
These switches are disabled in input or output ver
sions of the switcher. 

CIRCUIT BOARD BOTTOM 


Figure 18-7 Tracks to Cut to Convert Terminal Strip 
to Patch Point Switcher, SIN 2000 and Above 
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REAR PANEL SWITCH SEITINGS BINARY CODE CHANNEL NUMBERS 

#8 #4 #2 #1 

up up up up 0000 1-12 
up up up down 0001 13-24 
up up down up 0010 25-36 
up up down down 0011 37-48 
up down up up 0100 49-60 
up down up down 0101 61-72 
up down down up 0110 73-84 
up down down down 0111 85-96 

down up up up 1000 97-108 
down up up down 1001 109-120 
down up down up 1010 121-132 
down up down down 1011 133-144 
down down up up 1100 145-156 
down down up down 1101 157-168 
down down down up 1110 169-180 
down down down down 1111 181 -196 

Figure 18-8 Switcher Address Switch Settings 

Patch point switchers, input switchers, and output 
switchers may all be combined in the same system. 
Input and output switchers may share the same ad
dress. A patch point switcher must not have the 
same address as either an input or output switcher. 
Two patch point switchers may be set to the same 
address if one is set as Channel A and the other as 
Channel B. 

Audio signal connection must also be connected 
in daisy-chain fashion via the rear panel XLR con
nectors. Normally, the generator and analyzer out
puts and inputs will connect to the front panel in
puts and outputs of the first pair of switcher mod
ules (assuming multiple units of both input and out-

REAR PANEL SWITCH PATCH PT MODE 

A B 
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down up CHANNELB 

up down CHANNEL A 
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Figure 18-9 Patch Point Switcher Channel Selection 
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Figure 18-10 Switcher Control Panel 
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put switchers are being used). The rear panel XLRs 
will then be used to connect channels A and B of 
the first input switcher module to A and B of the 
next input switcher, etc. 

18.4. Control of Switchers 

Audio Precision's switchers may be controlled 
from two portions of the standard System One soft
ware panels; from the SWITCHER control panel, or 
in a "sweep" (scan) mode from the SOURCE-lor 
SOURCE-2 lines of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel. 

18.4.1. Switcher Control Panel 

The SWITCHER control panel (Figure 18-10) 
can be brought on screen via the <PgDn> and 
<PgUp> keys. The SWITCHER panel may also be 
combined with any two other panels by placing the 
cursor on a panel to be exchanged, then pressing 
<Ctrl><PgDn> or <CtrJ)<PgUp> to rotate the off
screen panels through until the SWITCHER panel is 
obtained. Thus, it is possible to obtain a screen con
sisting of the GENERATOR panel, the AN
AL YZER panel, and the SWITCHER panel. 

A switch is closed from the SWITCHER panel 
simply by entering a number from the keyboard into 
the desired field on the CHANNEL A INPUT, 
CHANNEL B INPUT, CHANNEL A OUTPUT, or 
CHANNEL B OUTPUT line. Alternately, the <+> 
and <Del> keys at the lower right of most IBM-com
patible keyboards may be used to increment or dec
rement the switcher position when the Cursor is on 
the appropriate numeric field. When 0 is entered, 
none of the relays are selected. If a number outside 
the range of installed switchers is entered, none are 
selected. 

The SWITCHER panel also permits setting two 
values of offset. The B OFFSET value controls the 
number of channels by which the B channel selec
tion will be offset from the A channel selection dur
ing AB mode sweeps (see below). The OUTPUT 

OFFSET controls the number of channels by which 
the output switcher will be offset from the input 
switcher during I/O sweeps (see below) . 

18.4.2. Driving All But One Channel 

The "complement" mode of the output switcher 
permits driving all but one output. This mode is 
used for worst-case crosstalk testing of multi-chan
nel devices. To select the complement mode, enter 
the channel number of the one channel which is not 
to be driven as CHANNEL A OUTPUT. Enter-l 
as CHANNEL B OUTPUT. The -I is a code telling 
the switcher to complement all channels; thus, the 
single channel selected at Channel A will not be 
driven and all others (up to 191 in a maximum case) 
will be driven. If 0 is entered as CHANNEL A 
OUTPUT and -1 is entered in CHANNEL B OUT
PUT for the complement mode, all output channels 
will be driven. Complement mode results in direct 
parallel connections of all but the selected channel 
to the generator B output, so the load impedances 
seen by the generator will be reduced and maximum 
output amplitudes may not be obtainable. 

Control of the switchers via the SWITCHER 
panel is intended for impromptu, unstructured selec
tion of switcher position, or for cases where every 
test (xx.TST file) has a specific switcher configura
tion which goes with it. Tests of a consumer stereo 
preamplifier could be one example of this mode. 
The moving coil phono preamp inputs, moving mag
net preamp inputs, tuner inputs, and AUX-l and 
AUX-2 inputs of a preamplifier all need to be 
tested. The required levels will be different at each 
of the phono preamp inputs versus the high-level in
puts. Different tests will be performed on each 
channel; RIAA equalization will be used on the gen
erator for the phono input tests, different noise limit 
values will be appropriate for each input, etc. Each 
input will thus normally be tested via a series of 
tests in a procedure, and each of those tests will 
specify the required switcher configuration simply 
by setting it on the SWITCHER panel as the lest is 
set up and saved. Each preamplifier to be tested 
will then be connected to the switcher outputs (per
haps via a plug-in fixture) and the procedure will au
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Figure 18-11 Sweep Test Definitions Panel for Switcher Scans 

tomatically select the correct connections as it loads 
and runs the appropriate tests. An example of such 
a set of tests is described later in this chapter. 

As with generator amplitude and frequency, the 
SWITCHER panel determines what the conditions 
will be before and after a sweep or scan if the 
switchers are specified on the SOURCE-lor 
SOURCE-2 lines of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel as described below. 

18.4.3. Sweep (F9) Definitions Panel 

The switchers may also be controlled in a scan
ning or sweeping fashion during a test, or from the 
mouse or keyboard in bargraph mode, via the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel; see Figure 18
11. The one or two analyzer parameters selected at 
DATA-I and DATA-2 may be measured across a 
number of channels by selecting SWI as SOURCE

1, then selecting the scanning mode. If F2 is 
pressed for bargraph display, the horizontal arrow 
keys or mouse can select the switcher channel or the 
increment <+> and decrement <Del> keys can be 
used to step the switcher in one-channel increments. 
This can be particularly convenient when aligning a 
multi-track tape recorder. The available scanning 
modes and their functions are: 

• A-OUT: sequentially scans the output 
switcher's A channel (which typically is fed 
from the generator A output) to the selected 
output channels. The output switcher B chan
nel and the input switcher channels remain 
connected as selected on the SWITCHER 
panel. 

. 	8-0UT: scans the output switcher's B chan
nel (typically fed from the generator B out
put) in sequence to the selected output chan
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nels. The output A channel and input chan
nels remain as selected on the SWITCHER 
panel. 

· 	AB-OUT: synchronized but offset scan of 
both the A and B channels of the output 
switcher, with the B channel offset from the 
A channel selection by the value entered on 
the SWITCHER panel as B OFFSET. For ex
ample, if A is connected to channel 9 and the 
B OFFSET value is 4, B will be connected to 
channel 13. A common application is scan
ning paired outputs of stereo systems using 
STEP SIZE 2 and B OFFSET of 2, and 
scanned crosstalk measurements to the adja
cent track of multi-track tape recorders. The 
input channels remain as selected on the 
SWITCHER panel. 

· 	A-IN: scans the input switcher's A channel 
(typically connected to the analyzer A input) 
sequentially across the selected input chan
nels. The input B channel and output chan
nels remain as selected on the SWITCHER 
panel. 

· 	B-IN: scans the input switcher's B channel 
(typically connected to the analyzer B input) 
in sequence to the selected input channels. 
The input A channel and output channels re
main as selected on the SWITCHER panel. 

· 	AB-IN: synchronized but offset scan of both 
the A and B channels of the input switcher, 
with the B channel offset from the A channel 
selection by the number of channels entered 
as B OFFSET on the SWITCHER panel. Ap
plications include scans of stereo systems or 
devices using B OFFSET 2 and STEP SIZE 
2, and scanned crosstalk measurements to the 
adjacent track of multi-track tape recorders. 
The output channels remain as selected on the 
SWITCHER panel. 

• A-I/O: scans both the output switcher A chan
nel and the input switcher A channel in se
quence across the specified output and input 
channels. If OUTPUT OFFSET on the 
SWITCHER panel is 0, both input and output 
channel numbers will the same. If OUTPUT 
OFFSET is any other value, the output 
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switcher will be offset from the input switcher 
by that specified number of channels. The B 
channels remain as selected on the 
SWITCHER panel. 

• B-I/O: scans both the output switcher B chan
nel and the input switcher B channel in se
quence across the specified output and input 
channels. OUTPUT OFFSET functions as de
scribed above. The A channels remain as se
lected on the SWITCHER panel. 

• AB-I/O: synchronized but offset scan of both 
the A and B channels of both the input and 
output switchers. The B channel will be off
set from the A channel by the B OFFSET 
value on the SWITCHER panel. The output 
channel will be offset from the input channel 
by the OUTPUT OFFSET selection on the 
SWITCHER panel. Applications include 
scans of stereo systems or devices using 
STEP SIZE 2, and scanned crosstalk measure
ments to the adjacent track of multi-track tape 
recorders. 

· 	NONE: no switcher scanning takes place; con
nections remain as specified on the 
SWITCHER panel. 

18.4.4. Nested Switcher Scans 

The switchers may also be scanned in a nested 
fashion with other parameters such as generator am
plitude or frequency, analyzer bandpass filter fre
quency, or external frequency, amplitude, or time. 
The parameter selected as SOURCE-Ion the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel will proceed 
through one sweep or scan with the value of the 
SOURCE-2 parameter specified on the GRAPH 
BOTTOM line at the center of the panel (usual 
DATA-2 area). The SOURCE-2 parameter will 
then take one step toward the GRAPH TOP value 
and the SOURCE-l parameter will scan or sweep 
again, etc. See Figure 18-14 on page 18-13 for an 
example. 
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18.5. Typical Switcher Applications 

18.5.1. Stereo Control Preamplifier 

Assume that a stereo preamplifier/control center 
is to be tested . It has inputs for moving coil phono 
cartridges, moving magnet cartridges, and three sets 
of high level inputs. The moving coil inputs have 
the greatest gain (and equivalent input noise), fol
lowed by the moving magnet inputs. All high level 
inputs have less gain. Both sets of phono inputs are 
RIAA-equalized. Assume that gain, signal-to-noise, 
frequency response, and thd versus frequency tests 
are to be run from each set of phono inputs and one 
set of high level inputs, plus gain tests only on the 
remaining high level inputs . 

A single output switcher module with no input 
switchers is sufficient, as shown in Figure 18-12 
Four moving-coil tests would be set up and saved, 
with generator levels appropriate for the moving 
coil pre-amp sensitivity, with RIAA pre-emphasis 
files attached to the generator and EQSINE selected. 
We will name them MC-GAIN.TST, MC
SIGNO.TST, MC-FRQRS.TST, and MC-THD.TST. 
All would be STEREO tests (DAT A-2 line); all four 
would have their SWITCHER panels set as follows: 

A 

GENERATO 

B 

Figure 18-12 Switcher for Stereo Preamplifier Tests 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 1 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 2 

Four moving-magnet pre-amp tests would be 
saved by modifying the four tests above to the 
higher generator level appropriate for this input, and 
changing the SWITCHER panel to read: 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 3 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 4 

They would be saved as MM-GAIN.TST, MM
SIGNO.TST, MM-FRQRS.TST, and MM-THD.TST. 

A 
ANALYZER 

)-'-'------0 
B 
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Figure 18-13 Switchers for Multi- Track Tape Recorder Tests 

These tests would then be further modified Lo a 
still-higher generator level appropriate for the high 
level inputs, the RIAA equalization file would be re
moved and SINE selected instead of EQSINE, and 
the SWITCHER panel set to: 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 5 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 6 

They would be saved as HLI-GAIN.TST, HLl
SIGN.TST, HLI-FRQ.TST, and HLI-THD.TST. 

Finally, a test called HL2-GAIN.TST would be 
saved with the SWITCHER panel set to 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 7 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 8 

and a test called HL3-GAIN.TST would be saved 
with SWITCHER positions 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 9 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 10 

These fourteen tests could then be linked into a 
procedure. Acceptance limits could be created for 
all of them, and an error file named for the final test 
report. See the chapters following for more informa
tion on these capabilities. 

18.5.2. Multi-track Tape Recorder 

A multi-track tape recorder is basically a number 
of semi-independent monaural signal channels. As
sume that a 24-track machine is to be tested for fre
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FREQRESP 31 MAY 86 12:47:04 
FREQ(Hz) AMPL(dBr) SWI(#) 

15.8866 kHz 2.56 dBr 2 # above 2.00 
20.0000 kHz -2.07 dBr 13 # below -2.00 
12.6191 kHz -3.74 dBr 17 # below -2.00 

Figure 18-15 Error File from 24 Track Response 
Test 

quency response, THD vs amplitude (MOL), THD 
vs frequency, and spectral distribution of noise on 
each channel. Furthermore, "gap scatter" (phase 
variation from a center track to all other tracks) is to 
be measured and crosstalk is to be measured from 
all tracks (simultaneously) to each track under test. 

Two output switchers and two input switchers are 
required to automate the testing of a 24-track tape 
recorder, as shown in Figure 18-13. The rear panel 
address switches of the second output and second 
input switcher would be set to binary 0001, which 
will make them respond to the software as channels 
13 through 24 . The frequency response, two thd 

FSWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS= 

DATA-l ANLR RDNG 
GRAPH TOP 5.00000 % 

BOTTOM 0.10000 % 
I 	 DIVS 0 LOG 

SDURCE-Z SWI A-I/O 
GRAPH TOP Z1 I 

BOTTOM 1 I 
STEP SIZE 1 LIN 

SOURCE-l GEN AMPL 
STAHT -10.00 dBu 
STOP +20.00 dBu 
I DIVS 0 LIN 

I 	 STEPS 30 

TABLE OFF 


DISPLAY MONO-GRAPH 

Figure 18-16 Sweep Panel for 24 Track MOL 

sweeps (one versus amplitude and one versus fre
quency), noise spectral distribution sweeps, and 
worst-case crosstalk can each be set up as a single 
xx.TST file by using nested sweep capability. The 
same limit file(s) will then apply to a given parame 
ter for all 24 channels, and a single error file will 
show any outside-specification measurements identi
fi ed by channel number. The gap scatter test will 
be a sixth test. 

SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panels will be 
shown for a ll six tests. For frequency response on 
all 24 tracks, the panel will be as shown in Figure 
18-14 . Note that OUTPUT OFFSET on the 
SWITCHER panel must be set to 0 so that both 
input and output switchers will connect to the same 
channel at all times . 

The switchers will select the input and output of 
track 1, and response will be measured from 20 kHz 
to 20 Hz; the switchers will step to track 2 and the 
response sweep will be repeated, etc. All 24 re
sponse sweeps will be drawn on the same graph if 
DISPLAY MONO-GRAPH or DISPLAY COLOR
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Figure 18-17 Sweep Panel, 24 Track THD+N 
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Figure 18-18 Sweep Panel for 24 Track Noise 
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Figure 18-19 SWitcher and Sweep Panels for Gap Scatter 
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GRAPH is chosen. If DISPLAY TABLE is se
lected, the response measurements will be tabulated 
in the second column and the selected track number 
will be shown in the third. One pair of limit files 
for the permissible upper and lower limits of fre
quency response will be applied to all 24 tracks. 
Any outside-limits measurements will be written 
into the error file, with the frequency, ampl itude 
measurement, and track number (switcher channel 
number) printed along with the value of limit which 
was exceeded. An example is shown in Figure 18
15 of such an error file from the frequency response 
test, where channels 2, 13, and 17 failed the +/-2.0 
dB upper or lower limits. 

The panel for THD+N versus amplitude at a 
fixed frequency (MOL) is shown as Figure 18-16. 
The switchers will select the input and output of 
track 1 and an amplitude sweep from -10 dBu to 
+20 dBu will be made at the frequency set on the 
generator panel (typically 1 kHz). Measured 
THD+N will be plotted, though 3rd harmonic could 

=fINALY2ER LOCAL= 

MEASURE A BANDPASS 
RANGE AUTO 

READING V 
LEVEL 	 V 
FREQUENCY Hz 
PHASE 	 deg 

BP/BR FREQ AUTO 
DETECTOR AUTO RMS 
BANDWIDTH <10Hz >SOOkHz 
FILTER OFF 

CHANNEL-A INPUT 100kfl 
RANGE AUTO 

CHANNEL-B INPUT 100kfl 
RANGE AUTO 

REFS 	 Freq 1.00000 kHz 
dBr ..4.00 dBu 
dBm/W 600.0 fI 

jSWITCHER 

CHANNEL A INPUT 
CHANNEL B INPUT 

also be selected with the appropriate option filter. 
The switchers will step to track 2 and the MOL 
sweep will be repeated, etc. 

For THD+N as a function of frequency, the panel 
is set up as shown in Figure 18-17. The switchers 
start on track 1 and THD+N is measured versus fre
quency from 10 kHz to 20 Hz. The switchers step 
to track 2 and the sweep repeats, etc. 

For a spectral distribution of noise of each track, 
obtained by sweeping the one-third octave bandpass 
filter, the panel will be as shown in Figure 18-18. 

The switchers select track 1; the generator output 
being set to OFF provides a back-termination of the 
selected track input. The analyzer bandpass filter 
center frequency is swept from 20 kHz to 20 Hz, 
the switchers step to track 2 and the filter sweep re
peats, etc. The result is a display of the spectral dis
tribution of noise of each track, all overlaid on the 
same graph or displayed as 24 successive sets of 
data in DISPLA Y TABLE mode. 

LOCAL~ JSWEEP (F9) 

12 DATA-l 
0 GRAPH TOP 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 12 
CHANNEL B OUTPUT ;DIll 

BOTTOM 
I DIVS 

CHANNEL B OFFSET 1 
OUTPUT OFFSET 0 

SOURCE-2 
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STOP 
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II STEPS 
TABLE 

DISPLAY 
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ANLR RDNG 
"0.00 dBr 
-100 .00 dBr 
0 LIN 

SWI A-I/O 
24 II 
1 II 
1 LIN 

GEN FREQ 
20.0000 kHz 
20.0000 Hz 
0 LOG 

30 
OFF 

MOHO-GRAPH 

To change setting, use digit keys. 
Channel B, OUTPUT (-1 for complement) To return to nenu, press the Esc key 

Figure 18-20 Analyzer, Switcher, and Sweep Panels for Worst-Case Crosstalk 
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For the gap scatter test, where track 12 will be 
used as the phase reference channel and all channels 
measured with respect to track 12, the SWITCHER 
panel will be set up as shown in Figure 18-19. 

As a high frequency reference tape is played, the 
input switcher scans the analyzer A input across all 
24 tracks. At each track, phase is measured with re
spect {Q track 12 which remains connected to the an
alyzer B channel input via the SWITCHER panel 
since the B input is not scanned. 

For the worst-case crosstalk test, the switcher and 
sweep panels will be set as shown in Figure 18-20. 

Selection of the complement mode (CHANNEL 
B OUTPUT set to -1) means that all output switcher 
channels will be turned on except for the one speci
fied as CHANNEL A. The A channel selection is 
scanned from track 1 to track 24 as the SOURCE-2 
parameter of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINlTIONS 
panel. Thus, when the test begins, the output switch
ers will connect the generator A channel output to 
all tracks except track 1 while the input switcher 
connects track 1 into the analyzer. The generator 

W22L~~~~WL±J IN 

then sweeps from 20 kHz to 20 Hz while the an
alyzer (in BANDPASS mode to permit measure
ment of crosstalk below wide-band noise level) mea
sures crosstalk from all other tracks into track I. 
The switchers then step so as to drive all tracks ex
cept track 2 while measuring track 2 output, and the 
sweep repeats. The end result is measurement of 
crosstalk across the entire audio spectrum from all 
tracks into all tracks, in one test with one limit file. 

18.5.3. Audio Chain or Mixing 
Console Channel 

The patch-point switcher SWR-122P (or terminal 
strip version SWR-122T with jumpers and switches 
set to configure it as a patch point switcher) is de
signed for insertion at a number of points in an 
audio chain. Examples include the patch points in a 
mixing console input channel, or at the connections 
between the output of one piece of equipment and 
the input of the following one in a recording studio, 
broadcast station, or sound reinforcement installa
tion. Figure 18-21 shows how two patch-point 
switchers might be installed at a stereo broadcast sta

/:~=~-<>GENERATOR CHAN A OUTPUT 
'::::::::'i~----o ANALYZER CHAN A INPUT 

"" "" ' :'~-"-'--~'GENERATOR CHAN B OUTPUT 
" : '/ :''I--~ANALYZER CHAN B INPUT 

Figure 18-21 Patch Point Swiitcher in Audio Chain 
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tion at the studio-transminer link output, line ampli 
fier (if present) input and output, processor input 
and output, transmiLLer input, and modulation moni
tor output. All connections arc balanced, but are 
shown as single connections in the figure for the 
sake of simplicity . If it is not necessary to do stereo 
tests such as phase, a single patch-point switcher 
could be installed to monitor and control both chan
nels of a stereo system. With a single switcher, 
however, only one channel could have a norma Iled
through connection broken at any time. 

The patch point switcher will normally be con
trolled from the SWITCHER panel, rather than in a 
scanning fashion from the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel. Assume that the patch point switch
ers are installed as shown above , with the switcher 
installed in the left channel designated (by rear 
panel switches) as the A channel switcher, ,md the 
right channel switcher designated as B. With the 
SWITCHER panel set as shown below, all 
normalled-through connections arc made and no sig
nal monitoring Lakes place: 

CHANNEL A INPUT 0 

CHANNEL B INPUT 0 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 0 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 0 

To monitor the signal at the processor output
transminer input point in both channels, select 

CHANNEL A INPUT 3 

CHANNEL B INPUT 3 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 0 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 0 

Normal signal flow will continue and the an
alyzer, by selecting A or B input on the AN
ALYZER panel, can measure signal in e ither the 
left or right channel. 

To break. the connection between the right chan
nel line amplifier output and processor input while 
measuring line amplifier output signal on both chan
nels, select 

CHANNEL A INPUT 2 

CHANNEL B INPUT 2 

CHANNEL A OUTPUT 0 

CHANNEL B OUTPUT 2 

Selecting 2 as the CHANNEL B OUTPUT 
breaks the circuit, meaning that the level at B 
INPUT is now the unloaded output of the right chan
nel line amplifier. The left channel line ampl ifier is 
still loaded by the left processor input. If the genera
tor B OUTPUT is turned on, the generator will feed 
the right channel processor input. It is thus possible 
to proceed through both stereo channels, measuring 
signal with normal loading, breaking a connection 
to measure unloaded signal level, and driving the 
generator into the following input as desired. 
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19. DIGITAL SIGNAL PROCESSOR 


DigitaJ Signal Processor modules may be in
stalled in the lower left-hand comparunent of Sys
tem One, underneath the generator. When the DSP 
modules are instaJled , System One becomes an SYS
200 series or SYS-300 series. The SYS-200 series 
is capable of a number of enhanced measurements 
of anaJog domain signals, including waveform dis
play, spectrum analysis via FFT, highly selective 
amplitude measurements by use of digitally-imple
mented narrow-band filters, extremely rapid audio 
testing with multi-tone signaJs (FASTest), and quasi
anechoic loudspeaker testing by the rvrLS technique. 
The SYS-300 aJso pe rforms these measurements 
and is further distinguished by its ability to measure 
and/or stimulate digital audio devices in the digitaJ 
domain, in both parallel and the AES/EBU and 
SPDIF serial formats, and to perform bit error rate 
testing. This capability, added to the existing Sys
tem One capability for audio signal generation and 

measurement in the anaJog domain, allows the SYS
300 models to test anaJog and digitaJ audio devices 
in any of the four possible combinations; A/A, AID, 
D/A, or DID. 

The Digital Signal Processor modules include 
two or three DSP chips, memory, AID and D/A con
verters, and supporting circuitry. For the various 
types of enhanced measurements on signaJs in the 
analog domain, analog signals are converted into the 
digital domain by two 16-bit AID converters. All re
maining processing and measurement is then digital. 
The SYS-300 series can additionally acquire and 
generate digital audio signals in the AES/EBU and 
SPDIF serial formats at front panel connectors, par
aJlel-format signaJs at ribbon connectors at the rear 
of the enclosure, or in a wide variety of other serial 
formats with the SIA-322 Serial Interface Adapter. 
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Figure 19-1 Residual Distortion of System One Analog Generator and Analyzer at 1 kHz; 8.192 Line FFT, 
16x Averaged 
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Figure 19-2 Burst Waveform from System One Generator, Acquired and Displayed by DSP 
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Figure 19-3 Anechoic Frequency and Phase Response of 3-Way Loudspeaker System 
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19.1. Typical DSP Applications 

Figure 19-1 is a high-resol ution spectrum analy
sis via FFT (Fast Fourier Transform) program of the 
residual distortion of a System One generator and 
analyzer at I kHz . The fundamental signal, allenu
ated by the analog notch filter, is visible at -122 dB. 
Several harmonics are visible in the -135 to -145 dB 
area, plus the noise floor at about -150 dB . The dis
play is the averaged result of 16 acquisitions and 
FFf transforms . 

Figure 19-2 is an example of the waveform dis
play function possible with the FFf programs. The 
signal is the SINE BURST mode available from Sys
tem One's BUR-GEN option. 

Figure 19-3 shows the quasi-anechoic frequency 
response and phase of a three-way loudspeaker sys
tem as measured with the NILS (Maximum Length 
Sequence) technique. All room reflections were ex
cluded from this measurement by selecting only the 

portion of impulse response before arrival of the 
first reflection. This measurement requires less than 
five seconds. 

Figure 19-4 shows total distortion (harmonic and 
intermodulation) and noise of an audio device. This 
measurement plus frequency response, inter-channel 
phase (if a stereo device), and several other audio 
parameters can all be measured in 2-4 seconds total 
with only 1-2 seconds of multi-tone stimulus signal 
required. Thus, broadcasting systems can be mea
sured during normal programming, perhaps with the 
multi-tone signal serving as a time signal. In high
volume production test applications, the last device 
can be disconnected and the next device connected 
during the 2-3 seconds of additional analysis which 
takes place following the 1-2 seconds of stimulus. 

Figure 19-5 shows THD+N versus frequency for 
a 16-bit PCM digital recorder, measured in each of 
these possible combinations of domain. The DID 
curve at -98 dB demonstrates in practical measure
ment the theoretical quantization noise and distor
tion value of a 16-bit PCM system. The D/A curve 
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Figure 19-5 RDA T THD+N vs Frequency In All Combinations of Analog and Digital Inputs and Outputs 
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DSP=====LOCAL 

RATE <18kHz 
INPUTS A/D 

CH-l ANLR-A 
CH-Z ANLR-B 

OUTPUT D/A AIlB 
SIZE Z<I 

OFF 
DSP Sa~pling Rate 

~ SERIAL PARALLEL DGEN 

DSP Input Type 


~ ANLR-B RDNG GEN DSP-A DSP-B NONE 
DSP Channel 1 Input Source 
ANLR-A ~ RDNG GEN DSP-A DSP-B NONE 
DSP Channel Z Input Source 

OFF A B riIiI!l 

Bits per sa~ple 
~ SERIAL PARALLEL 
DSP Output Type 

Figure 19-7 DSP Panel With No DSP Program Loaded 

shows the recorder's output DAC adding about 6 
dB distortion above theoretical minimum. The AID 
and NA curves show the recorder's input AID con
verter to be the dominant source of distortion, add
ing some 10-12 dB above theoretical minima. 

19.2. DSP Architecture 

The Digital Signal Processor modules include 
two or three DSP chips, memory, 16-bit AID and 
D/A converters, and supporting circuitry. For the 
various types of enhanced measurements on signals 
in the analog domain, analog signals are converted 
into the digital domain by two AID converters. All 
remaining processing and measurement is then digi
tal. The points at which the analog signal may be 
acquired include (in effect) the CHANNEL A, 
CHANNEL B, and READING monitor connectors 
of the analyzer, the MONITOR connector of the 
generator, and two additional BNC input conneCLOrs 
dedicated to the DSP. 

The SYS-300 series additionally acquires and 
generates 24-bit digital audio signals in the 
AES/EBU and SPDIF (coaxial and optical) serial 
formats at front panel connectors, and general-pur
pose serial and parallel-format signals at the rear of 
the enclosure. See Figure 19-6 for a simplified 
block diagram of the signal connections to and from 
the DSP modules. An accessory device, the SIA
322 Serial Interface Adaptor, supports easy connec
tion of System One Dual Domain to a wide variety 
of non-standard serial interfaces. 

19.3. Downloading DSP Programs 

As a special-purpose digital computer, the DSP 
module requires programs to tell it whatLO do. 
These files (identified by the file extension .DSP) 
are downloaded from the personal computer to the 
DSP modules within System One by the NAMES 
PROGRAM command. If a .TST file is loaded to 
which a DSP program had previously been attached 
via the NAMES PROGRAM command, the DSP 
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program automatically downloads when the .TST 
file is loaded into memory (unless that same DSP 
program is already there from the previous test). 

The DSP panel is reproduced in Figure 19-7. 
Until a DSP program is downloaded to the DSP 
module, most of the panel is blank. The control and 
display fields which load into the DSP panel depend 
upon which program is downloaded. Only the 
fields at the bottom of the panel are common to all 
DSP programs. These fixed fields permit selection 
of the sample rate at which the input data is ac
quired, whether the input is analog or digital, and 
what signal drives each input. If a generator capabil
ity is included in the DSP program, these fields will 
select the destination of the internally-generated sig
nal and its sample rate. The HELP DSP menu selec
tion presents a screen of information which is also 
loaded by each .DSP program selected. 

19.4. DSP Input Operation 

19.4.1. Rate vs Bandwidth 

The RATE choices available in the hardware are 
1 kHz, 8 kHz, 32 kHz, 44.1 kHz, 48 kHz, 176.4 
kHz, and 192 kHz. Not all rates are available in all 
.DSP programs. The digital input and/or output ca
pability functions only with the 32 kHz. 44.1 kHz, 
and 48 kHz rates . The remaining rates. if available 
in a particular program, function only as effective 
sampling rates of the ND converters for acquiring 
analog signals. 

The bandwidth available with any rate cannot ex
ceed half the sample rate, as originally shown by 
Nyquist. In practice, the useful bandwidth is some
what less than half the sample rate. System One's 
DSP module, when acquiring analog signals. actu
ally functions with the ND converters always oper
ating at a 192 kHz or 176.4 kHz sample rate and 
with an anti-alias low-pass filter bandwidth from 
zero to 80 kHz. When a lower sample rate is se-
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19-7 Digital Signal Processor 

lected, a second DSP chip functions as a decimator, 
errectively scaling do~n both the sample rate and 
the anti-alias filter comer frequency to lower values. 
Figure 19-8 shows the typical measured frequency 
response of the analog input channels at each sam
ple rate. Typical -3 dB points are 375 Hz at the I 
kHz rate, 3.94 kHz at the 8 kHz rate, 15 .7 kHz at 
the 32 kHz rate, 21.6 kHz at the 44 .1 kHz rate, 23.5 
kHz at the 48 kHz rate, and 85.3 kHz at the 176.4 
and 192 kHz rates. Linear phase acquisition of ana
log signals is only available at sample rates of 48 
kHz and lower. The 1 kHz sample rate is intended 
only for acquisition and spectral analysis of very 
low frequency signals such as wow and flutter. 

19.4.2. Dither 

Dither is noise combined with the signal to im
prove linearity, reduce distortion at low amplitudes, 
and extend the linear operating range below the the
oretical minimum for undithered PCM signals of 
any particular resolution. Both rectangular and trian
gular probability function dither with flat noise spec
tra are selectable, plus triangular probability func
tion with a spectrally-shaped frequency distribution 
to reduce the audibility of the dither. 

19.4.3. AES/EBU Status Bytes 

The AES/EBU digital audio transmission stan
dard (AES3-1985, also ANSI S4.40-1985) reserves 
24 8-bit status bytes in addition to two channels of 
digitized audio signals. The UTIL AES-EBU RE
CEIVE and UTIL AES-EBU TRANSMIT menu 
commands pennit control over the status bytes trans
miLLed at the AES output connector of Dual Domain 
(SYS-300 family) units, and display of the bytes re
ceived at the AES input connector. 

For specific information on the use of each DSP 
program , see the DSP program documentation 
which is furnished with each DSP program. 
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20. BURST-SQUAREWAVE-NOISE GENERATOR 


20.1. Tone Burst Waveforms 

The tone burst capability of the BUR-GEN mod
ule provides sinewave bursts which switch between 
nonnal amplitude and a lower amplitude. Switching 
between the higher and lower levels always occurs 
at a positive-going zero crossing. The duration and 
repetition rate of the burst are controllable, as is the 
lower amplitude. The sinewave is produced by the 
generator oscillator. Thus, its frequency is deter
mined by the FREQUENCY field on the GENERA
TOR panel and the higher amplitude is at the cali
brated AIv1PLITUDE value on the GENERATOR 
panel. In addition to the frcc-running, repetitive 
mode of SINE BURST, bursts may be either exter
nally triggered (SINE TRIG) or the signal may be 
gated on and off (SINE GATE) by an external sig

=GENERATOR LOCAL== 

WAUEFORM SINE BURST 

FREQUENCV 1.00000 kHz 
FAST 

AMPLITUDE 1.000 UrlTls 

BURST ON 20 .00 CVCL 
INTERUAL 500.0 CVCL 
LOW LUL -20.00 dB 

Figure 20-1 Burst Control Areas, GEN1 Panel 

nal. The tone burst parameters may be swept as a 
SOURCE-lor SOURCE-2 independent variable dur
ing a sweep tes t. 

Figure 20-1 shows the burst control area of the 
GENERATOR panel. All three of these lines will 
be visible only when BURST mode is selected on 
the WAVEFORM line. Only the BURST ON and 
LOW L VL lines will be displayed when TRIG is se
lected, and only the LOW L VL line will be dis
played when GATE is selected. See Figure 20-22 
for a graphic explanation on these parameters, 
which are explained below . 

The maximum burst ON time is 65,535 cycles of 
sinewave. The burst ON time may be set in any of 
three units. 

CYCLES is the basic unit, and refers to inte
gral cycles of the sinewave being generated . 

• 	The seeD (seconds of burst) unit causes a 
computation (using the sinew ave period) from 
time to cycles, with a round-off to the nearest 
integral cycle. For example, if the generator 
GENERATOR panel FREQUENCY is 1.00 
kHz (1 millisecond period) and 3.7 msecB is 
entered for BURST ON, the software will 
round off to the nearest integral number of cy
cles and produce a 4-cyc\e burst. The panel 
indication will also show 4 .0 msecB, the ac
tual value produced, rather than the 3.7 
msecB entered by the user. Each time the 
generator frequency is changed (panel, bar
graph, or sweep mode), a new computation 
and round-off to the nearest integer number of 
cycles will take place. 

%ON is also a computed unit, interacting 
with the burst interval (and the sinewave pe
riod when necessary) to produce a burst of the 
stated duty factor. For example, if the IN
TERVAL is 500 CYCLES, and 50% is en
tered as %ON, a burst of 250 cycles will re
sult. If the INTERVAL were set as 250 

20-1 
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Figure 20-2 Burst Amplitude and Time Calibration 

msecB and the generator frequency were 1.00 
kHz, computations will be made from time to 
cycles to time; a burst on time of 125 millisec
onds would result from the 50% ON selec
tion. If the lNTERV AL were set as 3 Bps 
(bursts per second), the software will calcu
late the interval in cycles using the generator 
frequency, then compute the number of "on" 
cycles closest to the selected duty factor. 
With a 1.00 kHz frequency, the 3 Bps rate 
will actually produce a 333 cycle interval (the 
actual displayed Bps value will be 3.003). 
The 50% ON selection (theoretically 166.5 cy
cles) will then be rounded to 167 cycles 
which will be displayed as 50.15% ON. 

The maximum burst INTER VAL is 65,536 cy
cles of sinewave. The burst INTERVAL may also 
be controlled in any of three units. Interval is the 
time from the beginning of one burst to the begin
ning of the next burst, not the time between the end 
of one burst and the beginning of the next. 

• CYCLES is the basic unit, and refers to inte
gral cycles of the sinewave being generated 
by generator. 

• seeD (seconds of burst interval) is computed, 
using the period of the sinewave, with a 
roundoff to the nearest integral number of cy
cles. The displayed time will be the nearest 
legal value after rounding, rather than the en
tered value. 

• Bps is bursts per second. 	 It is computed 
using the period of the sinewave and rounding 
to the nearest integral number of cycles. The 
nearest legal value will be displayed . 

Burst ON and INTER V AL values may be typed 
into their control fields from the keyboard. These 
values may also be incremented and decremented 
the the <+> and <Del> keys when the cursor is 
placed on the field. The increment size is always 
one unit; one cycle in CYCL units, one percent in 
%ON, one second in time units, etc. If TB-ON or 
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TB-INT is selected at SOURCE-I and bargraph 
«F2» display selected, the increment and decre
ment features will also function on the bargraph. 

The LOW L VL (low ievel) line controls the am
plitude of the generator output between bursts. This 
is set relaLive to the amplitude during bursts deter
mined by the generator AMPLITUDE field. In trig
gered and gated mode, the generator output will be 
at the LOW LVL amplitude between triggered 
bursts or gated-on porLions. The LOW L VL ampli
tude may be set in any of three units. 

. 	% The % unit states the lower level ampli
tude as a percentage of the voltage of the 
upper amplitude. 

• 	dB The dB unit states the lower level ampli
tude in dB below the upper amplitude. 

+-I BURST l.
ON 

-

L... 

• XlY 	The X/Y unit states the ratio of the 
lower level amplitude to the upper level ampli
tude. 

The lower level amplitude may equal the upper 
level amplitude, in which case no burst, gated, or 
triggered effect will be visible. At large amplitude 
ratios, the amplitude resolution of the lower level 
will become poorer. The display will show the ac
tual available resolution steps, rather than the en
tered value. The lower level is limited to -80 dB 
(Om %) . 

20.1.1. Triggered Bursts 

In triggered operation (SINE TRIG mode), one 
burst of the specified BURST ON duration will be 
generated for each trigger presented to the TRIG 

TRIGGERED SINE 


Figure 20-3 Timing Relationships, Triggered Bursts 

20-3 



20-4 Audio Precision System One User's Manual 

GER/GA TE input. This input is a BNC connector 
on the lower left front panel section of System One 
and is LST1L compatible. In SINE TRIG mode, it 
is intended to be driven by a signal which is at a 
logic high level but pulses low for at least one mi
crosecond to trigger a burst. See Figure 20-3 for 
the relationships between the trigger signal and the 
burst output. The burst wiIl be triggered by the posi
tive-going (trailing) edge of such a signal . If the 
TRIGGER/GATE input signal remains at the logic 
high level after triggering the burst and between 
bursts, the burst duration wiIl be as set on the panel 
and the generator output amplitude wiIl remain at 
the LOW LVL value until the next trigger. If the 
TRIGGER/GATE input drops to the low logic level 
during a burst, it wiIl gate the signal off (terminate 
the burst prematurely) at the next positive-going 
zero crossing of the sinew ave. 

Bursts wiIl always consist of an integral number 
of cycles, beginning and ending at positive-going 
zero crossings. Thus, there may be a delay of up to 
one sinewave period between the positive-going trig

ger pulse at the external connector and the begin
ning of the burst. The INTERVAL line is blanked 
in TRIG mode, since the burst interval will be deter
mined by the external trigger source. 

20.1.2. Gated Sinewaves 

Gated operation (SINE GATE mode) allows an 
external signal at the TRIGGER/GATE connector to 
control whether the generator output amplitude is at 
the upper (GENERATOR panel AMPLITUDE) 
value or the LOW LVL value. Positive, LSTIL
compatible logic conventions are used. Thus, the 
sinewave amplitude will be at the upper level when 
the input is high and at the LOW L VL when the 
input is low. When no external device is connected , 
the TRIGGER/GATE input is pulled high by an in
ternal resistor and the generator output will be at the 
high level. The actual output gating always takes 
place at positive-going zero crossings, so there can 
be up to a one-period delay at both the gate-on and 
gate-off transitions. See Figure 20-4 for the timing 

I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I I

IIj-----------;I r---IJ 
GATED SINE 

Figure 20-4 Timing Relationships, SINE GA TE Mode 
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and logic relaLionships in SINE GATE mode. Both 
the BURST ON and the INTERVAL lines are 
blanked in GATE mode, since both these parame
ters are determined by the external gating signal. 

Note that the TRIGGER/GATE input connector 
is functional in the SINE BURST, SINE GATE, 
AND SINE TRIG modes. If this control input is 
pulled to a logic low condition, it will gate the sig
nal to the LOW LVL amplitude even during inter
nally-controlled burst mode or during an externally
triggered burst. 

20.2. Squarewaves 

Selecting SQUARE on the WAVEFORM line 
will produce squarewaves from the generator output 
when the BUR-GEN module is installed. The 
squarewave is calibrated in peak equivalent 
sinewave terms. Thus, selecting a squarewave with 
an AMPLITUDE value of 1.000 Vrms on the GEN
ERATOR panel will produce a 2.828 V peak-to
peak signal. The maximum available amplitude of 
the squarewave is limited to half the amplitude 
selectable in sinewave mode. The frequency range 
for squarewaves is from 20 Hz to 20 kHz. Note 
that the BAL/UNBAL selection must match the ex
ternal load. Connecting to an unbalanced load from 
the BAL output configuration will produce distorted 
squarewaves. 

20.3. Noise Waveforms 

Several varieties of noise waveforms are avail
able from the BUR-GEN opLion. Both PSEUDO 
and RANDOM selections will produce noise wave
forms. 

20.3.1. Pseudo and Random Noise 

The PSEUDO noise mode produces noise which 
is random during a 262 millisecond period, but 
which then repeaLS every 262 milliseconds. This 
repetition cycle synchronizes with the nominal 4/sec 
reading rate of the analyzer, producing stable dis
plays. The RANDOM mode is truly random and 

never repeaLS. Readings made using RANDOM 
mode will not be stable at any reading rate. The 
noise specuum in the RANDOM mode will have en
ergy at all frequencies within its specified 
bandwidth; that is, the spectral lines will be infinites
imally closely spaced. In PSEUDO noise mode, the 
spectral lines will be spaced at the repetition rate of 
the pseudorandom cycle, or approximately every 4 
Hz from 4 Hz to the upper bandwidth limit. This 
signal may not be acceptable for certain applica
tions, particularly at very low frequencies. How
ever, if the measurement interval is limited, it does 
no good to have a noise signal which repeaLS less 
often. 

Amplitude calibration in the PSEUDO noise 
mode is in terms of equivalent sinewave peak, as 
with other complex waveforms such as intermodula
tion lest signals and squarewaves. The PSEUDO 
noise mode of the BUR-GEN has a crest factor 
(ratio of peak to rms) of 4:1 (12 dB). Since a 
sinewave has a crest factor of 1.414:1 (3 dB), the 
rms value of the PSEUDO noise waveform at any 
given AMPLITUDE selling will be 9 dB less than 
that of a sinewave at the same AMPLITUDE. In 
the RANDOM noise mode, amplitude calibration is 
to approximately the same rms value as in PSEUDO 
mode. The result is that in RANDOM noise mode, 
occasional noise peaks may exceed the peak-to-peak 
value of a sinewave of the same AMPLITUDE. 
While the theoretical crest factor in RANDOM 
mode is infinite, a 4 : 1 crest factor will be exceeded 
only 0.01 % of the time. The maximum available 
AMPLITUDE setting in the noise modes is half that 
of the sinewave modes. 

In either PSEUDO or RANDOM mode, addi
tional selections of the noise spectral distribution 
may be made among WHITE, PINK, BPASS, and 
EQBPN. 

20.3.2. White Noise 

WHITE selecLS white noise mode. This mode is 
bandwidth limited to 22 kHz to maximize the noise 
energy falling within the audio band. The spectraJ 
distribution of white noise is characterized by equal 
noise energy per Hz of bandwidth. The spectral 
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range between 100 Hz and 200 Hz will thus have 
the same energy as the range between 10,000 Hz 
and 10,100 Hz. If analyzed by a constant 
bandwidth spectrum analyzer such as a superhetero
dyne or FFT analyzer, white noise will show a flat 
energy characteristic versus frequency (up to the 
bandwidth limitation). Analysis with a constant-per
centage-bandwidth (constant Q) filter such as Sys
tem One's bandpass mode or most real-time an
alyzers will show a rising characteristic versus fre
quency, at the rate of 3 dB per octave. 

20.3.3. Pink Noise 

PINK selects pink noise mode. Pink noise is 
characterized by equal noise energy per fractional 
octave, fractional decade, or equal percentage 
bandwidth. Thus, the octave of pink noise between 
5 kHz and 10 kHz will contain the same energy as 
the octave between 300 Hz and 600 Hz. A constant
percentage-bandwidth analyzer such as System 
One's bandpass mode and most real-time audio an
alyzers will show a flat characteristic with fre
quency. A constant bandwidth spectrum analyzer 
such as a superheterodyne or FFT analyzer will dis
play pink noise as having a fall-off with increasing 
frequency, at the rate of 3 dB per octave. The BUR
GEN's pink noise is generated by filtering the basic 
white noise source through a 3 dB per octave filter. 
Pink noise will sound subjectively flat to the ear be
cause the sounds are perceived on a constant 
bandwidth basis. When checking response of de
vices such as multiway loudspeaker systems, pink 
noise will supply more equal levels to low, mid
range, and high frequency drivers than will white 
noise. 

20.3.4. Bandpass Noise 

BPASS mode selects the pink noise mode, but 
further processes the noise by passing it through a 
1/3 octave tunable bandpass filter whose center fre
quency is controlled by the FREQUENCY field of 
the GENERATOR panel. This filter is, in fact, the 
basic state-variable oscillator circuit of generator, 
used as a bandpass filter. The filter center fre
quency can thus be tuned from 10 Hz to 204 kHz. 
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The center frequency can be controlled in Panel 
mode from the GEN FREQUENCY field or by use 
of <+> and <Del> keys in conjunction with the 
FREQSTEP value, in bargraph mode by the arrow 
keys, mouse, or <+> and <Del> keys, and can be 
swept as GEN FREQ at either SOURCE-J or 
SOURCE-2 on the sweep test definitions panel. 
Units may be Hz and kHz or any of the generator 
relative frequency units. 

20.3.5. Equalized Bandpass Noise 

EQBPN stands for equalized bandpass noise. 
EQBPN furnishes 1/3 octave bandpass-filtered pink 
noise, as described above under BPASS. EQBPN 
differs from BPASS in that, if an equalization file 
(xx.EQ) has been attached to the current test file by 
the NAMES GEN-EQ command and EQBPN mode 
is selected, the amplitude of the generator will be 
further modified by the value (interpolated if neces
sary) from the equalization file at the current fre
quency value. The narrowband noise vS frequency 
relationship can thus be made to follow any desired 
characteristic. The value after the equalization com
putation is displayed in the POST-EQ field of the 
GENERATOR panel. EQBPN mode is effective 
during Panel mode with numeric entry into the FRE
QUENCY field or by FREQSTEP control, in bar
graph mode with mouse, arrow key, or <+> and 
<Del> control, and in swept operation of System 
One. See the EQUALlZA nON chapter of this man
ual for more details on how to create, modify, and 
attach xx.EQ files to tests. 

20.3.6. USASI Noise 

A specific spectral distribution of noise has been 
defined by the United States of America Standards 
Institute (USASl). This noise distribution consists 
of white noise filtered to peak at approximately 200 
Hz, with 6 dB per octave falloff below 100 Hz and 
above 320 Hz. This shape was chosen to simulate 
long-term average spectra of typical audio program 
material. 
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USASI noise can be generated by the BUR-GEN 
module by loading an overlay called USASI.OVL 
from the Tests and Utilities diskeue. This overlay 
file may be loaded onto a test file which has already 
set up the desired amplitude, output configuration, 
etc. The generator conditions may also be changed 
as desired for the specific application after loading 
the overlay. Since these parameters are blanked in 
the .OVL file , <All>R (restore) may be used to 
make them visible after the file is loaded . 

USASI noise pulsed between two amplitudes can 
even more fully simulate program material. Pulsing 
USASI noise at a 2.5 Hz repetition rate with a 
12.5% duty cycle with a LOW LVL of -20 dB has 
been selected as a standard test signal. This signal 
is used, along with RF spectrum analyzer measure
ments, to determine the occupied bandwidth of 
broadcast stations while signal processing devices 
and filters are adjusted. To obtain this pulsed 
USASI noise, load the overlay B_USASI.OVL from 
the Tests and Utilities diskette and make any addi
tional adjustments required. 
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21. DCX-127 DC AND DIGITAL I/O MODULE 


The DCX-l27 is a versalile dc and digital input 21.1. Voltage and Resistance 
output device for use with System One or indepen Measurements 
dently. It measures dc voltage and resistance and ac
quires a parallel digital input word of up to 21 bits The DCX-I27 includes a 4 1/2 digit autoranging 
plus sign. It provides two controllable dc voltage dc voltmeter-ohmmeter. Measurements are dis
outputs in the range between ±10.5000 Volts, and a played digitally on the DCX panel, on the DMM 
digital output word of 21 bits plus sign . The DCX- line; on monitors with intensity control, these digits 
127 also features three rear-panel 8-bit output ports will be brighter. The voltage or resistance measure
for control of extemallogic or relays, a front-panel ments may also be selected as DATA-lor DATA-2 
program control output connector with a number of values on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel. 
signals synchronized with sweeps and tests, and a Thus measurements can become lines on a graph , 
front-panel program control input to support custom, columns in a tabular data display , or viewed in ana
limited-function keyboards. The front panel of the log fashion in bargraph <F2> mode. As with any 
DCX-I27 is normally located at the center of the other System One measurement, limits files for dc 
second page of System One screens, obtained from voltage or resistance may be created and connected 
the menu by the <Esc> <P> <PgDn> keystroke se to a test, with measurements then compared to the 
quence. The DCX-I27 software control panel is re limits. See the ACCEPTANCE TEST LIMITS 
produced as Figure 2\-1. chapter for more details. 

FDCX LOCAL= 

DMM Udc- I-- m feU) OHMS f un OFF 
OFFSET-f 0.0 
SCALE-f 1.0 
RANGE AUTO I-- F I X rimE 
RATE 6/sec 

t- 25/sec ~ 
DC OUT 1 0.0 Udc 
DC OUT 2 0.0 Udc 

~ I:m HEX g(x) OFF
DIGITAL IN DEC-

SCALE-g 1.0 2sC- t--- ~ BCD 
RATE 3Z/sec EXTERN i/sec B/sec HI/sec I!fBa

DIG ITALOUT 0 DEC ' 
SCALE-h 1.0 2sC, r- I:m HEX hex) OFF 

~. fda'! BCD 
PORT OUT A 0 DEC " 

B 0 DEC ~ I:m HEX DC T OFFC 0 DEC

GATE DELAY 50.00 ",sec 

Figure 21-1 DCX-127 Control Panel 

21-1 



21 -2 

RANGE 
RESOLUTION 

6/sec RATE 
RESOLUTION 

25/sec RATE 

200mV 
2V 

20 V 
200 V 
500 V 

10 uV 
100 uV 

1 mV 
10mV 

100mV 

50 uV 
500 uV 

5 mV 
50 mV 

500mV 

Figure 21-2 Range & Resolution vs Rate 

21.1.1. Dc Voltage Measurements 

Dc voltage mode is selected by either the Vdc or 
feY) selections on the DMM (digital multi-meter) 
line of the DCX panel. Vdc provides a direct read
out in voltage; feY) further processes the measure
ment with the offset and scale factors on the next 
two lines before display. 

In voltage mode, the meter will automatically se
lect among its 200 mY, 2 V, 20 V, 200 V, or 500 V 
ranges for best resolution of the measured signal. 
Resolution versus range and reacting rate are shown 
in Figure 21-2. 

If autoranging is not desired , the AUTO field 
may be changed to FIX. The adjacent field will 
then display the currently-selected range. Another 
range may be selected by typing in the highest ex
pected reading; the system will automatically select 
the compatible range. 

Reading rates of 6/second or 25/second are select
able on the RATE line. The 6/second selection pro
vides the full 4 1/2 digit resolution (20000 counts 
full scale). The 25/second selection will still dis
play 4 1/2 digits, but the last digit will always be ei
ther a 0 or a 5. Normal and common mode rejec
tion will also degrade by approximately a factor of 
four when the 25/second reacting rate is selected. 
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21.1.2. Resistance Measurements 

The DCX-127 DMM also functions as a resis
tance-measuring device by selecting the OHMS or 
f(Q) functions on the DMM line. OHMS provides 
direct readout of resistance in Ohms, while f(Q) is a 
computed value using the offset and scale parame
ters underneath the DMM line. 

The resistance mode operates by forcing a cali
brated value of current through the unknown resis
tance and measuring the consequent voltage drop. 

The DCX-I27 input configuration permits mak
ing these resistance measurements on either a 2-wire 
or 4-wire basis. If only one pair of test leads is 
used, connected from the (+) and (-) terminals of 
the DCX-127 to the unknown resistance, a 2-wire 
measurement results. Current from the internal cur
rent source flows through a internal resistor, the test 
leads and resistance being measured, and another in
ternal resistor back to the current source. The two 
internal resistors are indicated schematically on the 
front panel of the DCX-I27. Voltage drop pro
duced by this current is internally measured at the 
(+) and (-) terminals. The resistance of the two test 
leads is thus included in the measurement. For mod
erate and high values of unknown resistance, the ad
ditional error introduced by resistance of the test 
leads is usually negligible. 

For the highest accuracy when measuring low val
ues of resistance, a 4-wire measurement (Kelvin 
lead connection) is recommended. For this measure
ment, one pair of test leads is connected from the 
two current source connectors (marked SOURCE) 
to the unknown resistance. A second pair of test 
leads is connected from the voltmeter input termi
nals (+ and - jacks) to the unknown. Current from 
the current source now does not flow through the 
voltmeter leads, so the resistance of the test leads is 
not included in the measurement. 

21.1.3. Offset and Scaling 

Both voltage and resistance measurements may 
have any desired offset and scaling factor applied be
fore the result is displayed. This mode is obtained 
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Figure 21-3 Equivalent Output Circuit, DC Outputs 

for voltage measurements by selecting f(V) rather 
than Vdc, and for resistance measurements by select
ing f(Q) rather than OHMS. This feature permits 
display in other units such as temperature, rather 
than directly in the electrical unit, when the output 
of a transducer is being measured. 

When feV) or f(Q) is selected, the value entered 
on the OFFSET line immediately below the DMM 
line on the DCX panel is first added to the actual 
measurement. The resulting number is then multi
plied by the SCALE value on the next line, with the 
final resulting computation displayed on the DMM 
line. Thus, in f(V) or feQ) modes: 

display = (measurement + OFFSET) >I< SCALE 

21.2. DC Voltage Outputs 

Two independent dc voltage outputs are available 
at the DCX -127 front panel. Each may be set with 
20 microvolt resolution to any voltage in the 
±10.5000 Volt range. 

The dc output values may be directly controlled 
from the DCX panel by entering the desired number 
in the DC OUT 1 or DC OUT 2 fields . Either DC 
OUT I or DC OUT 2 may also be selected as 
SOURCE-lor SOURCE-2 on the SWEEP (F9) 
DEFINITIONS panel. Thus, either dc output may 
be swept in a test and will form the independent 
variable calibration on the x axis, either output may 
be varied via mouse or arrow keys in bargraph 
mode, and either dc output may be used in nested 
sweep fashion with other sweepable parameters 
such as generator frequency or amplitude. 

Example applications of the dc outputs include 
sweep control of the gain, offset, or both ports of 
voltage-controlled amplifiers (VCAs) while measur
ing their gain, distortion, or noise and plotting those 
values versus control voltage. The dc output could 
also be used to control the position of a dc-con
trolled turntable while measuring polar response pat
terns of a loudspeaker or microphone. Manually op
erated test equipment with a dc control port (such as 
the VCF input of a function generator) may be con
trolled by the dc outputs. Tape machines with dc
controllable bias oscillators may be connected, en
abling MOL, SOL, sensitivity, and other data to be 
taken automatically. 

The dc outputs may be floated up to 2 Volts 
away from ground. See Figure 21 -3 for the equiva
lent output circuit of both dc outputs. The maxi
mum current which may be drawn from them is 20 
milliamperes. When OFF is selected rather than 
Vdc on the DCX-127 control panel, the dc output 
becomes an open circuit. 

21.3. Digital Input 

A parallel digital word of up to 21 bits plus sign 
bit, at LSTIL-compatible levels, may be connected 
to the digital input connector of the DCX-l27 . The 
value of this word is displayed on the DCX panel at 
the DIGITAL IN line. The data may be displayed 
in DECimal or HEXadecimal representations, or the 
decimal value may be multiplied by the SCALE 
value on the next line and displayed in g(x) mode. 
In addition to display on the DCX panel , DCX 
DlGIN may be selected at DATA-lor DATA-2 on 
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CONN. FUNCTION FUNCTION 
PIN 2sC MODE BCD Mode 

1 ground ground 
2 bit 0 (I sb) LS digit 1 
3 bit 1 LS digit 2 
4 bit 2 LS digit4 
5 bit 3 LS digit 8 
6 bit4 5th digit 1 
7 bit 5 5th digit 2 
S bit6 5th digit4 
9 bit 7 5th digitS 

10 bitS 4th digit 1 
11 bit9 4th digit 2 
12 bit 10 4th digit4 
13 ground ground 
14 bit 11 4th digitS 
15 bit 12 3rd digit 1 
16 bit 13 3rd digit 2 
17 bit 14 3rd digit 4 
IS bit 15 3rd digit S 
19 bit 16 2nd digit 1 
20 bit 17 2nd digit 2 
21 bit IS 2nd digit 4 
22 bit 19 2nd digit S 
23 bit 20 (msb) MS digit 1 
24 sign sign 
25 strobe strobe 

Figure 21-4 Pin Assignments, Digital 110 

the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel to produce 
graphs, tabular displays, and bargraphs. Limit files 
may be created for the DIGIN parameter and con
nected to a test for automatic comparisons of mea
surements to limits. See the ACCEPTANCE TEST 
LIMITS chapter bcginning on page 24-1 for more 
details . 

This digital word reading capability is compatible 
with data in either two's complement format (binary 
plus a sign bit) or in S-4-2-1 binary coded decimal 
(BCD) format, selected by the 2sC (two's comple
ment) or BCD choices on the same line as the 
SCALE value. The relationship between digital 
input connector pin number and data in either of 
these formats is shown in Figure 21-4. 

The RATE line permits selection of four software 
sampling rates of the data presented to the connec
tor, or selection of EXTERNal. EXTERNal mode 
will be used for data presented along with a "data 
good" pulse or "conversion completed" pulse. In 
this mode, the data at the input connector will be 
sampled and displayed on each positive-going edgc 
at the strobe line (pin 25) of the connector. The 
maximum sampling rate is approximately 30 read
ings per second with an S08S-based computer and 
150 readings per second with an S02S6-based com
puter.. 

One application of the digital input capability is 
static (dc) linearity testing of analog-to-digital con
verters. Stimulus to the converter would be from 
one of the dc outputs. A typical test would use the 
DCX DCOUTI or DCOUT2 as SOURCE-l (graph 
horizontal axis) and DCX DIGIN as DATA- l 
(graph vertical axis). Another application of digital 
input is to connect a parallel output digital measure
ment device such as a capacitance meter or high-res
olution dc meter to System One. The digital input 
would also permit connection of a SMPTE time 
code reader to allow tracking of tape position during 
timing. 

21.4. Digital Output 

An LSTfL-compatible parallel digital output 
word of up to 21 bits plus sign may be created at 
the digital output connector. The value of this word 
may be entered in DECimal or HEXadecimal repre
sentations, or hex) may be selected and the entered 
value will be divided by the SCALE value on the 
following line before it controls the output word and 
the DIGITAL OUT display. 

With HEXadecimal representation selected and 
the values a through f (decimal 10 through 15) de
sired, a leading 0 (zero) must be entered since the 
system will not accept a leading alphabetic charac
ter in a numeric entry field. 

When DECimal or HEXadecimal representation 
is selected, it is also possible to enter data from the 
keyboard in octal representation by using the alpha
betic character "0" (not zero) after the digits. For 
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example, entering 100 will result in a display of 8 
DECimal (8 HEXadecimal), entering 120 will result 
in 10 DECimal (a HEXadecimal), and entering 220 
will result in a display of 18 DECimal (12 HEX
adecimal). In DECimal representation, hexadecimal 
data may be entered by using the character "x" after 
the digits. Thus, lOx will produce a 16 DECimal ac
tion. 

The format of the word presented at the connec
tor (bit-to-pin relationship) may be selected as 2sC 
(two's complement) or BCD (8-4-2-1 binary coded 
decimal) on the same line with DIGITAL OUT 
SCALE. The pin connections are identical to the 
digital input connector, shown in 21-4 . The strobe 
line (pin 25) will be pulsed low each time a new 
value is entered from the DCX panel or in a sweep. 

In addition to direct entry on the DCX panel, the 
DIGIT AL OUT word may be selected as DCX 
DIGOUT at the SOURCE-lor SOURCE-2 fields 
on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel. The out
put word may then be swept as the independent vari
able (horizontal axis of a graph or first column of a 
table), may be operated in nested sweep fashion 
with another sweepable parameter, or may be con
trolled in quasi-analog fashion from the arrow keys 
or mouse in bargraph mode. 

A typical application of digital output is in static 
(dc) linearity testing of digital-to-analog converters. 
The digital output word drives the converter; the an 
alog output of the converter is measured with the 
DCX- 127 DMM. With DCX DIGOUT selected as 
SOURCE-I and DCX DMM selected as DATA-I, a 
graph of linearity will result. For high-resolution 
converters at output voltages more than ±200 mV 
away from zero, it will be desirable to use one of 
the DCX-127 dc outputs in conjunction with the 
DMM input in differential voltmeter fashion so that 
the DMM can be on its highest resolution range. 

Another application of the digital output is con
trol of digitally-controllable turntables during polar 
response testing of microphones and loudspeakers. 
Still another application is in testing multiplying dig
ital-to-analog converters (MDACs) used as variable 
resistors, attcnuators , or in other audio applications. 

---- : ----1----: 11---2---- : ----3----: ----4----: 
l=LOAD PROCEDURE M1H1FULL/R RUN PROCEDURE 
2=LOAD PROCEDURE M1H1SHRT/R RUN PROCEDURE 
3=LOAD PROCEDURE S2244/R RUN PROCEDURE 

Figure 21-5 Example Macro Editor for Three Proce
dures 

Each bit output has a five milliampere current 
drive capability and 390 Ohms output impedance. 

21.5. Program Control Input 

The program control input capability is designed 
principally for production test applications where it 
may be best for test station operators to not have ac
cess to a full PC keyboard. Up to eight 
pushbuttons, foot switches, or other types of momen
tary contacts to ground can be wired to this connec
tor. Closure of a contact will cause a stored key
stroke sequence to be "re-played". The keystroke 
sequence associated with each connector pin is cre
ated in the Edit Macro mode, and a set of defini
tions of the sequences for one or more pins is saved 
to disk or loaded from disk with the Save Macro 
and Load Macro commands. Thus, a given set of 
switches may have their functions re-defined as de
sired for different applications. 

Macros may be typed directly into the Macro edi
tor, may be "learned" into the Procedure editor in 
Utif Learn mode and then copied into the Macro edi
tor with the <AIl><F6> and <F5> keys, or a combi
nation of the two methods. The Util Learn and 

---- :---1----: 11---2----:----3----: ----4-

l=t 

2=1
3=l 
4=~ 

5=+ 
&=/R 
7=/E 
8+/Fl 

Figure 21-6 Example Macro Editor for Normal Menu 
Control from Limited Keyboard 
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copy technique is required if any of the desired key
strokes cannot be directly generated during Edit 
mode. Examples include the arrow keys, 
<Ctri><Home> key, etc. See the Edit Macro sec
tion of the MENUS chapter for full information on 
the required formats for macros. 

One possible use of the Program Control Input 
and macro capability is to directly load and run spe
cific procedures at a single keystroke. This might 
be typical at a production test station where a rela
tively small number (eight or fewer) of procedures 
need to be selected among at a given time. In this 
mode, it may not even be necessary for a monitor to 
be connected to the computer. Different sets of pro
cedures could be exchanged by loading different 
macros and perhaps changing an overlay card which 
labels the key switches connected to the Program 
Control Input connector. Figure 21-5 is an exam
ple of a macro file for such an approach. 

Another possible use of the Program Control 
Input is to permit the operator to use the normal 
menu selection capability of System One software 
without any possible intimidation or confusion fac
tors due to a full computer keyboard. This can be 
accomplished by defining the user-added switches 
as the four arrow keys, the <+> key to move among 
the selections on the menu line, the <Enter> and 
<Esc> keys, and the <Fl> key to abort procedures 
and tum off the generator. The operator may then 
select among any previously-prepared tests and pro
cedures in the current directory and may run the 
tests, but cannot change directories or make alpha
betic or numeric input. See Figure 21-6 for an ex
ample of such a macro file. 

21.6. Program Control Outputs 

The Program Control Output connector provides 
six pulse or gate signals controlled by various ac
tions of System One software. The pin assignments 
are shown in Figure 21-7. All lines are LST1L com
patible. 

The Reset output, pin 2, pulses high when the 
DCX-127 power is turned on and whenever a Uti I 
Restore menu command is executed. The Reset out-

CONNECTOR PIN FUNCTION 

I Delayed Sweep Gate 
2 Reset 
3 Data Acquired 
4 Trigger 
5 Undefined 
6 Sweep Gate 
7 Channel AlB 
8 Ground 
9 Ground 

Figure 21-7 Program Control Output Connector 

put would typically be used to normalize the condi
tion of external logic devices connected to a System 
One test station at power up. It may also be in
voked in a procedure by inserting a Util Restore 
command into the procedure. 

The Data Acquired output, pin 3, pulses high 
each time that a set of data satisfies the settling algo
rithm. See the Sweep Settling section of the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS PANEL chapter for 
full details on the settling algorithm. This signal 
could be used, for example, to cause a Compact 
Disc player to automatically advance to the next 
track whenever a successful set of measurements is 
completed on the preceding track. This is useful 
during an EXTERNal FREQuency or EXTERNal 
AMPLitude test across a series of tracks of a test 
disc. 

The Trigger output, pin 4, pulses high at the end 
of each DELAY portion of the settling process. 
SETfLING DELAY, in a generator-based sweep, is 
the time after the generator steps to a new value be
fore the software starts examining data samples to 
see if they are settled. This signal could be viewed 
on a dual-trace oscilloscope along with the signal 
being measured, to verify that the DELAY has been 
optimally set to discard "left over" data from the 
previous generator step when measuring systems 
such as 3-head tape recorders or satellite paths 
which have significant time delays. The Trigger out
put of the DCX-127 could also be connected to the 
TRIGGER/GATE input of the generator when the 
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BUR-GEN module is present. This will synchro
nize tone bursts in the SINE TRIG mode with the 
system's readiness to make a measurement. The 
Trigger output could also be used to strobe an exter
nal device be ing tested , such as an analog-to-digital 
converter. This will help insure that the source is 
stable before the conversion takes place. 

The Sweep Gate output, pin 6, goes high at the 
beginning of a sweep test and drops low at the com
pletion of a test. In a nested sweep, it will drop low 
momentarily at the end of each SOURCE-l sweep 
and go high again for the next SOURCE-l sweep 
after the SOURCE-2 parameter is incremented. 
One example application of the Sweep Gate output 
is in testing of the attack characteristics of compres
sors, limiters, and similar audio processors. With 
the Sweep Gate connected to the TRIGGER/GATE 
input of the generator when the BUR-GEN module 
is present and the SINE GATE mode is selected, 
time zero on a time sweep graph and the start of the 
signal will be synchronized. 

The Channel AlB output, pin 7, goes high when
ever analog analyzer input channel A is selected and 
low whenever input channel B is selected. The 
level at this pin thus indicates which channel is 
being measured during a STEREO sweep. 

The Delay Gate output, pin I, is similar to the 
Sweep Gate signal but with the addition of a user
settable delay time between the actual beginning of 
a sweep test and the leading edge of the gate output 
signal. This delay time is entered at the bOllom of 
the DCX software panel , in the GATE DELA Y 
field. 

An example application is power amplifier tum
on and turn-off transient ("thump") testing. The am
plifier power could be turned on by the sweep gate 
and off by the delayed gate. The output of the am
plifier may be measured during a time sweep. To 
allow correct capture of transients, the LEVEL 
meter should be used along with a fix ed input range. 

Another example application is to start a tape ma
chine or tum table for run-up time testing. The basic 
measurement technique is to perform a time sweep 
while measuring frequency from a pre-recorded tape 

CONNECTOR PIN FUNCTION 

1 bit 7 (msb) 
2 bit 6 
3 bit 5 
4 bit 4 
5 bit 3 
6 bit 2 
7 bit 1 
8 bit 0 (lsb) 
9 ground 

Figure 21-8 Digital Control Outputs A. B. C 

or disc . Use of the Delayed Sweep Gate to start the 
recorder or turntable permits System One to draw 
the graph when <F9> is pressed, start the time 
sweep, and then start the machine at a predeter
mined time into the sweep when the software is 
ready to take continuous, rapid measurements. 

21.7. Digital Control Output Ports 

Three rear-panel 9-pin connectors are provided 
on the DCX-I27 for control of external devices . 
These output ports are intended for direct interface 
to LSTfL circuitry, or via LSTIL-compatible driv
ers to relays. Control of power, lights, annunciators, 
etc., are among the possible applications. The pin 
connections of these ports are shown in Figure 21-8. 
The current drive capability of each bit line is five 
milliamperes; the output impedance is 390 Ohms. 

An 8-bit parallel word at each of these connec
tors may be controlled in either of two fashions. 
One control method is via entry of a number into 
the PORT OUT fields near the bottom of the DCX 
panel. The second method is via the UTIL OUT 
menu command. 

The PORT OUT A, B, and C fields refer to the 
connectors labeled A, B, and C on the DCX-127 
rear panel. Numbers may be entered into these 
fields in either DECimal, HEXadecimal, or OCTal 
representations. Any numbers in these fields when 
a .TST or .OVL file is saved will be reloaded and 
thus will control the port conditions when that test 
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or overlay file is next loaded. DCX panel control of 
the ports will thus normally be used when a specific 
external condition is to be set up for a specific test. 
When only a small number of lines are to be con
trolled, individual pins can be treated as indepen
dent lines. OCTal representation of the data may be 
simplest in this case, since each octal digit can be 
mentally decoded to a three-bit binary word with 
each bit representing a control line. For complex 
control situations, external decoding can be used to 
obtain up to 256 logic states from each 8-bit port. 
In such a case, the DECimal or HEXadecimal repre
sentations may be preferred. 

The alternate method of controlling ports A, B, 
and C is with the UTIL OUT menu command. The 
UTIL OUT command, in general, permits writing 
any data word to any address of an IBM-compatible 
personal computer. The DCX-127 A, B, and C 
ports are three special cases of address. Only deci
mal representation is acceptable in the UTIL OUT 
command. Thus, to set the least significant and 
most significant bits high at port B, the menu com
mand would be: 

UTIL OUT B,129 <Enter> 

The Util Out method is useful for controlling 
Pass/Fail lamps in a procedure since the command 
may be placed inside an IF ERROR[ or IF 
NOTERROR[ command. 



22. REMOTE MODE FOR TRANSMISSION TESTING 
AND LAPTOP COMPUTER OPERATION 

22.1. Introduction 

In normal operation of System One, control com
mands and measurement data flow back and forth 
between S 1.EXE software and the System One hard
ware via a PCI interface card plugged into a com
puter expansion slol. The REMOTE mode of 
S I.EXE software instead functions by re-directing 
portions of the control and data flow between com
puter and insrruments to an alternate seriaJ communi
cations (RS-232) path. REMOTE mode was devel
oped for two types of applications: 

• measuring audio transmission links where the 
audio input and output are at different physi
cal locations ("split site"), as in typical broad
casting, satellite, and microwave operation 

• 	to permit the use of a System One "S" (seriaJ 
interface) version with a laptop or notebook 
computer which does not have expansion 
slots for a PCI interface card. 

REMOTE operation involves the REMOTE
LOCAL choice in the top borders of several panels, 
the Run Remote, Run Local, and Run Slave menu 
commands, the DOS MODE command, and severaJ 
command line options used when starting S I.EXE 
software. When LOCAL is selected at the top of 
the GENERATOR, ANALYZER, DCX-I27, 
SWITCHER, or DSP panels, Sl.EXE software ex
pects to find that particular device connected to a 
PCI interface card plugged into the computer. 
When S l.EXE has been started with the proper com
mand line options, the Run Remote menu command 
has been executed, and REMOTE is selected on any 
(or all) of those panels, S I.EXE attempts to commu
nicate with the selected deviee(s) via the computer's 
seriaJ port. A computer (typicaJly laptop or note
book) may thus control a nearby serial interface ver
sion System One by a direct RS-232 cable. For dis
tant location of the RS-232-controlled System One, 
modems and a data communications link may inter

connect the controlling computer's serial port with 
either a distant seriaJ interface System One, or with 
the seriaJ port of a distant computer which is aJso 
connected via PCI card to a System One located 
nearby. 

A distant System One and SWR-l22 switchers, 
even at an unstaffed repeater or remote transmitter 
location, can be operated via modems and a data 
communications link from another computer at any 
point. With SWR-122P insertion type switchers, sig
naJ can be monitored at many points at the repeater 
or transmitter without interrupting normal program 
flow. Additionally, an engineer at the control point 
can break normaJ signal paths to inject test signals 
from the System One at that location or measure un
loaded output of a device . 

22.2. System Architecture, Testing 
at Two Locations with Two 
Computers and "A" Version Systems 

The system diagram for two computers, "A" ver
sion System Ones, and data communications equip
ment is shown in Figure 22-1. The digitaJ interface 
cabling between the PCI card installed in the com
puter and the System One at the same physicaJ loca
tion is identicaJ to normaJ, local operation. If SWR
122 switchers are used at either end, their control ca
bles are aJso connected to the Audio Precision Inter
face Bus. 

Both computers must have seriaJ (RS-232) com
munications ports. For remote operation at moder
ate distances within a facility (up to approximately 
300 meters), a direct RS-232 cable connection can 
be made between the computers with no modems re
quired. Larger separations will involve a data com
munications line and modems. The seriaJ port of 
each computer then connects to a modem. The two 

22-1 
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Figure22-1 Block Diagram, Remote Testing of Transmission Link with Two Computers, Two Modems, and Two 
':4" Version Systems 

modems connect to a data communications link, 
such as a dial-up telephone line or dedicated data 
comm link, between the locations. 

The slave computer software must be in Run 
Slave mode. The computer at the master end of the 
RS-232 link can then select the Run Remote menu 
command and select REMOTE operation in the top 
border of the GENERATOR, ANALYZER, DSP, or 
SWITCHER panels, or any combination of them. 
The operator at the master unit has control over the 
selected generator, analyzer, DSP, or switcher hard
ware at either end of the system. Settings such as 
impedances, frequencies, filters, detectors, etc., at 
the selected generator or analyzer are controlled 
from the master computer in identical fashion 
whether local or at a great distance. Measurements 
made by the selected analyzer or DSP unit, even if 
thousands of miles away, will appear on the master 
control computer screen in PANEL, bargraph, or 
graphic modes . Data can be stored at the master lo
cation. If the link is bidirectional, master and slave 
roles can be interchanged to test the audio transmis
sion link in either direction by pressing any key at 
the slave unit to put it into normal mode and then se
lecting Run Remote. At the former master unit, 
press <Esc> Run Slave to place it into slave mode. 

22.3. System Architecture, Testing 
at Two Locations with "S" Version 
System 

If one location will never be the control point, an 
"s" version System One can be used with no com
puter required at that location, as shown in Figure 
22-2. The modem then connects directly to the RS
232 connector on the rear of the "S" version sysLem. 
Any SWR-122 swiLchers at that remote location con
nectto the APIB connector on the rear of the "S" 
version unit. The "S" version then converts 
switcher control commands from RS-232 protocol 
to normal APIB functions in order to control the 
switchers. Any SWR-122 switchers used at the mas
ter control point are connected to the APIB running 
between computer and "A" version system. 

The computer aL the master end of the RS-232 
link can then select the Run Remote menu com
mand and exercise control over part or all of the "S" 
version sysLem, which is effectively always in "Run 
Slave" mode when operating from RS-232. The 
master unit can select REMOTE operation in the 
LOp border of the GENERATOR, ANAL YZER, 
DSP, or SWITCHER panels, or any combination of 
Lhem. The operator at the maSLer unit then has con
trol over the selected generator, analyzer, DSP, or 
switcher hardware at either end of the system. Set
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Figure 22-2 Block Diagram, Remote Testing of Transmission Link with "5" Version System One at Remote Loca
tion 

tings such as impedances, frequencies, filters, detec
tors, etc., at the selected generator or analyzer are 
controlled from the master computer in identical 
fashion whether local or at a great distance. Mea
surements made by the selected analyzer or DSP 
unit . even if thousands of miles away, will appear 
on the master control computer screen in PANEL, 
bargraph, or graphic modes. 

22.4. System Architecture, 
Laptop/Notebook Computers 

Laptop and notebook computers without expan
sion slots for a PCI interface card can control a Sys
tem One "S" version via RS-232. Figure 22-3 
shows the interconnection between a computer with 
no expansion slot and an "S" version System One. 
The RS-232 port on the computer connects directly 
to the RS-232 port on the serial version System 
One, using a "null modem" cable. Null modem ca
bles or adapters can be purchased at most computer 
stores. No modems are required in this architecture. 
Switches on the rear of the "S" version select baud 
rate and other communications-related parameters. 

22.5. Master and Slave; General 
Concepts 

With computers at both ends, the System One at 
the distant (remotely controlled) location is placed 
into slave mode by the Run Slave command of 
S 1.EXE software. An "S" version System One is al
ways effectively in slave mode when the rear panel 
APIB/RS-232 switch is set to RS-232. The master 
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Figure 22-3 Block Diagram, Laptop Computer with 
"5" Version System One 
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mode at the controlling unit is selected by the Run 
Remote command. A sophisticated packeted data 
transmission scheme is used between the two ends 
of the link, featuring error detection and correction 
by re-transmission of faulty packets. Both master 
and slave send data to the other unit in packets, 
using a 16-bit CRCC (cyclic redundancy check 
code) for error detection. 

When the master sends new settings instructions 
to the slave, the slave unit checks each packet for er
rors and either acknowledges correct reception or re
quests that the packet be re-sent. If the master unit 
does not receive acknowledgement within the com
munications time-out interval, it assumes the packet 
was lost and re-sends it. 

When the master requests measurements data 
from the slave (assuming the slave unit analyzer is 
enabled), the slave sends the data as a packet. The 
master checks the packet for errors and requests a re
transmission if errors are found. If the requested 
data is not received within the communications time
out interval, the master makes another request. 

At 300 baud rates, the communications time-out 
must be set to four seconds because of additional de
lays involved in 300 baud transmission. The {f 
command line option is used at System One soft
ware loading to set the communications time-out to 
any value other than one second. See the command 
line options section on page 22-12 for more details. 

22.6. Control Computer Operation 

In all three of these architectures, operation of 
the controlling computer is similar or identical. 
These are the key operational points for the control
ling computer: 

a. S I.EXE software must be started with either 
the ICI (to select the COMI port) or IC2 (COM2 
pon) option. The IAn and {fn options may also be 
desirable; see the "Command Line Options" section 
on page 22-12 for information on them. 

b. REMOTE must be selected in the top border 
of one or more of the GENERA TOR, ANALYZER, 
SWITCHER, DCX-127, and DSP panels. The AN
AL YZER, DSP, and DCX-127 are mutually depen
dent and must all be either REMOTE or LOCAL; 
when anyone of these is switched between RE
MOTE and LOCAL or vice-versa, all are switched 
together. For laptop computer operation of an "s" 
version system, REMOTE will be selected in all 
these panels. For "split site" testing of audio trans
mission links, REMOTE will be selected in the pan
els of the instrument modules which will be used at 
the distant location and LOCAL will be selected for 
the instrument modules which will be in use at the 
control location. 

c. The Run Remote menu command must be exe
cuted. 

22.7. Remote System Operation 

The controlled unit hardware and software func
tions differently for each of the three architectures. 

1. For operation from a laptop or notebook com
puter with no PCI card, an "s" version System One 
is required. This unit operates in its RS-232 inter
face mode, typically at a fast baud rate such as 9600 
or 19200. No modems are required. See the 
"Laptop Computers with S-Version Systems" sec
tion below for full details. 

2. For audio transmission link testing with no 
computer at the distant point, an "s" version System 
One and a Hayes Smartmodem-compatible modem 
are required. The S-version system operates in its 
RS-232 interface mode at the baud rate which the 
modem and data communications link can support. 
Often, the S-version system operates in Auto An
swer mode so that it and the modem can answer 
whenever the modem is called from a controlling 
computer and modem. See the "Transmission Test
ing with S-Version System" section on page 22-6 
for full details. 

3. For audio transmission link testing with com
puters at both ends, modems are also required at 
both ends. The modems in this case need not be 
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identical and need not be Hayes-compatible, as long 
as both are compatible with the data communica
tions link and operate at a common baud rate. 
S I.EXE software at Lhe remote end must be started 
wiLh the IC I or IC2 option , depending upon which 
computer COM pon is being used. The (H option 
may be relevant; see below for more infonnation. 
The Run Slave menu command must be executed, 
or S I.EXE must be started with Lhe IS option which 
puts it automatically into Run Slave mode . See Lhe 
"Transmission Testing with Two Computers" sec
tion on page 22-8 for more information. 

22.7.1. Laptop Computers with "5" 
Version Systems 

The serial port on "S" version System Ones is an 
RS-232C interface of me DTE (Data Tenninal 
Equipment) type using a DB25P (male) connector. 
IBM-compatible computers are also configured as 
DTEs. Therefore, when System One is to be con
nected directly to a computer, the use of a "null 
modem" adapter is required . Many computer stores 
carry ready-made null modem cables, null modem 
adaptors, and 9-to-25 pin adaptors. The following 
information is furnished to permit you to make your 
own null modem cable. 

For an AT type computer with a DB9P connector 
to System One, wire a null modem cable as follows: 

DB9S (Female) 
To IBM-AT 

DB25S (Female) 
To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

RX 
TX 
SG 

2 
3 
5 

2 
3 
7 

TX 
RX 
SG 

WiLh the 9-pin connector, a safety ground be
tween units is normally made by connecting to the 
connector shells. 

For an XT type computer with a DB25P connec
tor to System One, wire a null modem cable as fol
lows: 

DB25S (Fema
To IBM-PC 

le) DB25S (Female) 
To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

PG 
RX 
TX 
SG 

1 
3 
2 
7 

1 
2 
3 
7 

PG 
TX 
RX 
SG 

To control and communicate with an "S" version 
System One, the laptop computer must have its 
DOS MODE command properly set. Since no mo
dems are involved, 9600 baud (or possibly 19200 
baud if supported by Lhe computer) will always be 
used. MODE.COM is an "external" DOS com
mand; that is, it is actually an independent program. 
It must therefore eimer be in a directory named in 
the DOS PATH command, or must be in the current 
directory in order to run. The typical mode com
mands for laptop computer operation are 

MODE COMl :9600,N,8,1 <Enter> for comm 
port I, or 

MODE COM2:9600.N,8,1 <Enter> for comm 
port 2 

See the DOS MODE section on page 22-11 for 
more details. 

The rear switches on the "S" version unit must 
be set for RS-232 interface, auto-answer off, and to 
match me computer baud rate. Wim the typical 
9600 baud rate, the switches will be set to 000110. 
See the "switch Settings" section on page 22-10 for 
more information and a drawing of the switches. 

The computer must load S I .EXE software wiLh 
the appropriate command line options. All .TST 
files must have REMOTE set into the top field on 
each panel. The Run Remote command must be 
run after S 1.EXE software is started. To simplify 
these operations, a special diskette has been pre
pared for laptop computer operation. This diskette 
includes two batch files (one for COMI and one for 
COM2) which load me software with me proper 
command line options. Duplicates of all Lhe normal 
test files are also furnished on Lhis diskette wiLh the 
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top fields stored as REMOTE instead of LOCAL. 
If you did not receive this diskeue when you pur
chased an "S" version system to use with a lapLOp 
computer, contact Audio Precision or your Audio 
Precision International DislribuLOr for a free copy. 

The following inslructions assume lhat you have 
copied the contenlS of lhe laplOp diskeue onto your 
computer's hard disk according to the instructions 
furnished wilh the diskelle, or made a "work copy" 
on anolher diskette. You will use the baLCh file 
name instead of "s I" to start lhe software. If the 
"S" version system is connected lo COMI, use 

SICI <Enter> 

If lhe unit is connected lo COM2, use 

S I C2 <Enter> 

The batch file listing for S I CI .BAT is as follows 
(S I C2.BAT differs only in the comm port specified): 

S I IC 1 /10 S-SETllP 

The ICI option specifies comm port 1. The /10 
option stipulates lhat no PCI card is present, so that 
S 1.EXE will not display the "no PCI card" warning 
message each time it loads. S-SETllP is the name 
of a procedure which executes lhe RUN REMOTE 
command and loades a test named REMOTE.TST 
which has all panels set to REMOTE ralher than 
LOCAL. 

Should sellings be lost at a remote System One 
due to lost power or cables becoming disconnected, 
mil.. RESTORE may be used to restore a remote 
System One in the same manner as a local System 
One. 

22.7.2. Transmission Testing with 
"5" Version System 

To putlhe modems inLO communications wilh 
one another, data communications software will be 
required at lhe master computer. Communications 
sortware is required lhat can dial lhe remote phone 
number, establish connection, lhen quit "quietly" 

wilhout causing the modems to disconnect. (CrossT
alk XVI is one communications program that has 
been tested to do this correctly by using its XDOS 
command to quit without disconnecting the 
modem. Another program, Crosstalk Mark 4, does 
not have this capability.) 

At lhe remote location, the modem connects di
rectly to the "S" version System One and no data 
communications software is involved . System One 
is configured as a DTE port to allow it to be con
nected directly to a modem. For connecting System 
One to a modem, wire a "sLraight-lhrough" cable as 
follows: 

DB25P (Male) DB25S (Female) 
To Modem To System One 

NAME PIN # PIN # NAME 

PG I I PG 
TX 2 2 TX 
RX 3 3 RX 
RTS 4 4 RTS 
CTS 5 5 CTS 
SG 7 7 SG 
DCD 8 8 DCD 
DTR 20 20 DTR 

22.7.2.1. Modem Usage with "5" Ver
sion System One 

When set to the "auto answer" mode (see the 
"Switch Settings" section on page 22-10 of lhis 
chapter), System One can communicate with a 
Hayes Smartmodem-compatible modem to automati
cally answer telephone lines allowing completely un
attended operation. The modem must be configured 
to use both lhe DTR and DCD RS-232C control 
lines and to recognize "Smartmodem" commands. 

For lhe Hayes Smartmodem 1200, lhe configura
tion switches must be set as follows: 

Sw 
# Pos. Function 
1 UP Support RS-232C DTR control line 
6 UP Support RS-232C DCD control line 
8 DOWN Enable command recognition 
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"S" vcrs ion System One does not care about the 
position of the other modem switches. 

For thc Hayes Smartmodem 2400, all settings are 
done using commands from the "S" version unit as 
there are no switches. Make sure that the "dumb 
mode strap" is in the "smart" position to enable 
command recognition. No further setup needs to be 
done for the 2400. Also, System One will not 
change anything in the modem that is not required 
for its operation. This allows selection of speaker 
usagc, telco jack and line type, pulse dial ratios, etc. 
to remain intact. 

Note that there are some obscure S registers set
tings in both the Hayes 1200 and 2400 that could 
cause problems with System One operation. (There 
are some settings that can prevent the modem from 
functioning at all.) The assumption is made that the 
S registers arc at factory default. 

Once the modem is connected to the System One 
serial port and both System One and the modem 
have power turned on, the modem will be automati
cally configured to answer the phone. To prevent 
the modem from unexpectedly answering by itself, 
System One does the actual answer using 
Smartmodem commands. The Auto Answer light 
(normally labeled "AA" on the modern) will thus 
not come on. This is normal. The order in which 
power is applied to System One and the modem is 
not critical. 

The following sequence of actions must take 
place for a master computer to successfully control 
modules of both the local "A" version and remote 
"S" version System Ones, assuming a dial-up tele
phone linc is being used as the data comm link. 

a. the DOS MODE command must be run 
to select the proper parameters for the com
putcr-RS-232 port linkage. Some data com
munications software automatically sets the 
parameters 

b. the "originate" (master) unit modem must 
go off-hook (equivalent to picking up thc 
telephone) 

c. the originate unit modem must dial the 
telephone number of the distant ("answer", 
or slave) unit 

d. the answer (slave) unit modem must an
swer by going off-hook and pUlling its car
rier on the line 

e. the originate unit modem responds by put
ting carrier on the line 

f. both modems detect carrier. The master 
modem notifies the master computer and the 
slave modem notifies the computer im
bedded in the "S" version unit 

g. the data communication software at the 
master computer quits to DOS without dis
turbing the COM port. Note that many 
types of data communication software do not 
have this capability and effectively break 
communications when they exit or quit; such 
data comm software cannot be used with Sys
tem One REMOTE mode 

h. the remote "S" version unit must have 
had its rear-panel switches set for RS-232 
control. The auto answer switch, if on, se
lects auto answer mode. The "S" version 
unit automatically starts in the equivalent of 
Run Slave mode when power is turned on 

i. at the master unit, the command S 1 ICn 
(with any other appropriate command line 
options) is run to load S 1 software with the 
appropriate comm port selected, followed by 
Run Remote to enable the RE
MOTEILOCAL selections on any panels 

At the completion of remote testing operation, 
this sequence must take place: 

j. master unit quits from S 1 software to data 
comm software. Quitting S l.EXE at the 
master control location will cause the DTR 
control line on the RS-232C port to go low, 
causing the master modem to hang up (it 
should be configured to recognize DTR) 

k. slave unit modem detects loss of carrier, 
notifies the "S" version System One of car
rier loss, and System One hangs up phone. 
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The "S" version unit goes back into auto an
swer mode if the selection switch has been 
set to that position and waits for modem 
communications to be re-esLablished. 

System One's REMOTE operation has been 
tested with the CrossLalk XVI (TM) daLa communi
cations software. It should operate with other types 
of daLa comm software if that software quits (to 
DOS) withoUl changing the parameters which the 
software set up while operating. DaLa communica
tions software is often capable of automatically dial
ing a telephone number (autodial). With the "script 
file" capability of Crosstalk software and the batch 
file capability of DOS, it is practical for all the oper
ations listed above to be executed automatically. 

Should settings be lost at a remote System One 
(due to lost power or cables becoming discon
nected), UTIL RESTORE may be used to restore a 
remote System One in the same manner as a local 
System One. 

22.7.3. Transmission Testing with 
Two Computers 

To put the modems into communications with 
one anOlher, data communications software will be 
required. At the master end, communications soft
ware is required that can dial the phone number, es
tablish connection, then quit "quieLiy" without caus
ing the modems to disconnecl. (CrossTalk XVI is 
one communications program that has been tested 
to do this correctly by using its XDOS command to 
quit without disconnecting the modem. Another 
program, Crosstalk Mark 4, does not have this ca
pability.) 

System One's REMOTE operation between two 
computers is independent of the particular type and 
brand of modem, as long as the modem is RS-232 
compatible and compatible with the computer and 
data comm software being used. The modems at 
thc two ends of the daLa comm link need not be 
identical. 
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The following sequence of actions must Lake 
place for a split-site set of System One units and 
computers to go into successful operation, assuming 
a dial-up telephone line is being used as the daLa 
comm link. 

a. the DOS MODE command must be run 
at both computers to select the proper param
eters for the computer-RS-232 port linkage. 
Some data communications software auto
matically sets the parameters 

b. the "originate" (master) unit modem must 
go off-hook (equivalent to picking up the 
telephone) 

c. the originate unit modem must dial the 
telephone number of the distant ("answer", 
or slave) unit 

d. the answer (slave) unit modem must an
swer by going off-hook and putting its car
rier on the line 

e. the originate unit modem responds by put
ting carrier on the line 

f. both modems detect carrier and notify 

their atLached computer 


g. the daLa communication sofLware at both 
ends quits to DOS without disturbing the 
COM porl. Note that many types of daLa 
communication software do not have this ca
pability and effectively break communica
tions when they exit or quit; such daLa comm 
software cannot be used with System One 
REMOTE mode 

h. at the slave unit, the command S I ICn IS 
/H is run to load S 1 software directly into 
the Run Slave mode with a specific commu
nications port selected and auto quit at loss 
of carrier (hang-up) mode. See page 22-12 
below for more information on command 
I ine options 

i. at the master unit, the command S 1 ICn 
(with any other appropriate command line 
options) is run to load S I software with the 
appropriate comm port selected, followed by 
Run Remote to enable the RE
MOTE!LOCAL selections on any panels 



22-9 REMOTE AND LAPTOP OPERATION 

At the completion of remote testing operation, 
this sequence must take place: 

j. master unit quits from S I software and in
structs master unit modem to hang up 

k. slave unit modem detects loss of canier, 
notifies System One of carrier loss, hangs up 
phone 

I. for continuing readiness for further tests, 
Sl.EXE software at the remote computer 
quits to the data comm software and a batch 
!lIe puts modem into auto-answer mode. 

System One's REMOTE operation has been 
tested with the Crosstalk XVI (TM) data communi
cations software. il should operate with other types 
of data comm software if that software quits to DOS 
without changing the parameters which the software 
set up while operating. Data communications soft
ware is often capable of automatically dialing a tele
phone number (autodial) and of automatically an
swering when called (auto-answer) . Some software
modem combinations are also capable of automati
cally selling the baud rate of multi-rate modems to 
the fastest rate which can be supported by the mo
dems at both ends of the line (auto baud rate). With 
the "script file" capability of Crosstalk software and 
the batch file capability of DOS, it is practical for 
aJ I the operations listed above to be executed auto
matically. 

A batch file at the slave unit can be in a continu
ous loop. Then, whenever canier is lost and System 
One quits, the data comm software is again loaded 
and waits for the number to be called again. The 
first action of the slave batch file is to load Cross
talk software with a crosstalk command file which 
sets the MODE parameters and goes into au
toanswer mode. An attached Crosstalk script file 
tells Crosstalk to quit using Crosstalk's XDOS com
mand after connection has been made. The next 
I ine of the batch file causes System One to select 
comm port 1 and load directly into the Run Slave 
and automatic quit at carrier loss modes via thc IS 
and /H command line options. The complete batch 
file might thus be: 

:BEGIN 
XTALK ANSWER 
S I ICI IS /H 
GOTO BEGIN 

This monitoring could be on a 24-hour-per-day 
basis. Alternately, the computer and System One 
could be turned on and off by timeclocks or a sepa
rate remote control link into the facility if available. 
Devices are also available which tum on power to 
the computer when a ring is detected by the modem. 

Note that data communications software such as 
Crosstalk also allows users at the two computers to 
communicate with one another in realtime, similar 
to teletype operation. Crosstalk aJso permits trans
mission of any files between the computers, such as 
the xx.TST files created by System One. 

22.8. "5" Version System One, 
General Information 

On the rcar panel of "S" version System One are 
two DB25P (male) connectors. The top connector 
is for the APIB (Audio Precision Interface Bus). 
This is the same connector as found on "A" version 
System Ones. In the APIB mode, an "S" version 
system functions exactly like an "A" version sys
tem. The bottom connector is the serial port and is 
unique to "S" version System Ones. A miniature 
switch assembly on the rear panel selects between 
APIB and RS-232 interface and sets baud rate when 
in RS-232 mode. These switch settings are read by 
the microprocessor only at power-up, so power must 
be turned off and back on for any changed switch 
settings to become effective. 

The "S" version of System One contains the 
equivalent of a high performance IBM-compatible 
computer with a serial port and a PCI card. This 
eliminates the need for a computer at the slave end 
of a "split site" installation, atlowing direct serial 
communications between System One and a com
puter running the S l.EXE software. It also permits 
use of laptop and notebook computers, which nor
mally do not have ex pansion slots which accept a 
PCI card, for more portable test systems. 
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The firmware in "S" version System Ones runs a 
program that emulates the "RUN SLAVE" portion 
of S l.EXE. It can also communicate with Hayes
compatible modems to automatically answer tele
phone lines allowing completely unattended opera
tion. 

The "S" version System One provides complete 
operation of the hardware when using the serial 
port, with the following exceptions: 

1. The Program Control Inputs and Outputs on a 
DCX -127 module are not functional when con
nected to an "S" version System One being con
trolled by the serial port. 

2. Panel indication of generator overload is not 
functional for a generator in an "S" version System 
One being controlled by the serial port. 

3. LIB-C, LIB-BASIC, and the older LIB-MIX 
function libraries cannot be used to control an "S" 
version System One by the serial port. 

4. The HELP screen will show the various Sys
tem One modules as "not connected", since it looks 
only at instruments connected to the PCI card. 

The firmware in "S" version System Ones is spe
cifically matched to certain versions of S1.EXE. 
Mis-matched firmware and software will be indi
cated by "remote setting timeout" error messages. 
A label is located on the rear panel of each "S" ver
sion System One indicating the firmware version 
and which versions of S1.EXE are compatible. All 
"S" version shipped before August, 1991, contained 
version 1.60C firmware. For information on upgrad
ing these units to version 2.10 firmware in order 
that they can work with a computer running S I.EXE 
v2.1O, contact Audio Precision or your Audio Preci
sion Distributor. 

22.8.1. "S" Version Switch Settings 

A six-pole rear-mounted miniature DIP switch as
sembly (see Figure 22-4) selects between the RS
232 (lower) connector or the APIB (upper) connec
tor on the rear. When in the RS-232 mode, addi-
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tional switches select baud rate and the auto answer 
mode. All these switches are read by the internal 
microprocessor only when power is first turned on 
to System One. Thus, if any switch positions are 
changed, power must be turned off and then back 
on for the new settings to become effective. 

The leftmost switch on this assembly sets which 
interface will be used by the hardware. When set to 
APIB (Audio Precision Interface Bus), System One 
will behave like an "A" version, using the APIB 
connected to a PCI card installed in an IBM-PC. 
The serial port will be ignored. 

When this switch is set to RS-232, the serial port 
will be used. All commands received are repeated 
on the APIB port so that switchers, DCXs, etc. may 
be connected. Any devices connected to APIB will 
then be fully controllable from the serial port, with 
the exception of the DCX-I27 Program Control in
puts and outputs. The APIB port cannot be con
nected to a PCI card when RS-232C is in use. 

The second leftmost switch sets the "auto an
swer" mode. When set to the "auto answer" posi
tion, System One will not operate unless a Hayes 
compatible modem connected to a dial -up phone 
line is attached to the serial port. Thus, this switch 
should not be in the "auto answer" position when 
used with a local laptop computer. When a Hayes 
compatible modem is attached, the modem will be 

'" 
.--APIB AUTO ANSWER 

111 = 19200(' 110 = 9600 
101 = 4800 
100 = 2400 
011 = 1200 o 010 = 600 
001 = 300 
000 = 150,...; I 

RS232 BAUD 

Figure 22-4 Rear-Panel Switch Assembly, "S" Ver
sion Systems 
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set to automatically answer any incoming phone 
calls. See the "Modem Usage" section of this chap
ter on page 22-6 for more details. 

Note that when set to "auto answer", the RS
232C control lines RTS, CTS, DCD, and DTR are 
used. When not set to "auto answer", these lines 
are not used . 

The third switch is not used. 

The three remaining switches on the right control 
the baud rate of the serial port. When System One 
is connected directly to a computer, 9600 baud may 
be used. When a modem is used, 1200 or 2400 
baud is typical. 

Baud rates below 1200 baud are not recom
mended because of degradations in system perfor
mance. If slower baud rates must be used because 
of modem or comm line limitations, the rr option 
must be used for S I.EXE to change the default com
munication time-outs. 

22.8.2. "s" Version Technical Details 

The serial port on "S" version System Ones is an 
RS-232C interface of the DTE (Data. Terminal 
Equipment) type using a DB25P (male) connector. 
A subset of the EIA RS-232C standard is used utiliz
ing only RX, TX, DTR, CTS, DCD, and grounds 
PG and SG. Pin assignments are as follows: 

PIN 
# NAME DESCRIPT. DIRECTION 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
7 

PG 
TX 
RX 
RTS 
CTS 
SG 

Protective Ground 
Transmit Data 
Receive Data 
Ready To Send 
Clear To Send 
Signal Ground 

From System One 
To System One 
From System One 
To System One 

8 DCD Data Carrier Detect To System One 
20 DTR Data Term . Ready From System One 

Note that the control lines CTS, DCD, RTS, and 
DTR are only required for operation with a modem. 

22.9. DOS Mode Command 

The MODE command of DOS sets several criti
cal computer parameters for data communications in
cluding baud rate, byte width, pari ty, and SLOp bits. 
The MODE command is an "external" DOS com
mand; that is, a separate program stored on disk, 
rather than being built into the basic DOS program 
which is always in memory. Thus, the program 
MODE.COM must be in the current directory or a 
directory named in the PATH command before 
MODE can be set. The mode command can be run 
from DOS before loading S l.EXE (typically by an 
AUTOEXEC.BAT program), or can be run after 
loading S l.EXE during use of the XDOS menu func
tion. The computers at both ends of the RS-232 
communications link (or the "S" version System 
One at the remote location when only one computer 
is used) must be set to the same baud rate, 8-bit
wide bytes, no parity, and one stop bit before suc
cessful communications can be set up. The com
mand LO be run at each computer is: 

MODE COMx: baud,N,8,1 <Enter>, 

where COMx: is COM1: or COM2:, depending on 
which serial port is being used for remote operation. 
S1.EXE software must be started with the ICn com
mand line option if remote operation is to be used, 
where n is the number of the computer serial port to 
be used. For example, if the COMI port is to be 
used, start the software 

S 1 IC 1 <Enter> 

If no IC option is specified, remote mode will not 
function. 

The number entered instead of "baud" is a suit
able baud rate for the computers, modems, and data 
communications link involved. Baud rates available 
from most computers include 110, 300, 1200,2400, 
4800, and 9600. Most modems available are 300, 
1200, or 2400 baud, with still-faster modems avail
able at premium prices. When a direct metallic RS
232 link is used rather than modems, the fastest 
baud rate available from the computer may be used 
(up through the maximum 19200 baud available if 
an "S" version system is connected at the "remote" 

http:MODE.COM
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point). See the documentation for your specific 
computer to see if 19200 baud operation is available 
and how to select it. Early DOS versions only sup
ported rates through 9600 baud. REMOTE opera
tion at 300 baud will be quite slow compared to nor
mal operation. For 300 baud or slower operation, 
the communications time-out value must be changed 
when S l.EXE is loaded; see the discussion under 
Master and Slave operation and the command line 
options section at the end of this chapter. At 1200 
baud, operational speed for most real-time audio test
ing will be only moderately degraded compared to 
normal operation. At 2400 baud and faster, RE
MOTE operation speeds will be comparable to nor
mal System One operation for real-time audio test
ing. With DSP units, transfer of DSP programs 
from master computer to system, upload or 
download of waveforms between master computer 
and system, and graphing of FFT spectra and wave
forms involve transfer of large amounts of data and 
will be much slower, even at 9600 baud, than over 
the APIB with a PCl card. 

N in the MODE command stands for no parity, 
required by System One software. The 8 represents 
the number of bits per character (byte) and must be 
8 for System One REMOTE operation. The 1 desig
nates one stop bit. 

For 9600 baud communications via serial port l, 
the command would be MODE COMl: 9600,N,8,1. 
For 300 baud modem communication via serial port 
2, the command would be MODE COM2: 300,N,8,1. 

When DOS accepts a MODE command, it will 
echo back a message such as: 

COMl: 1200,N,8,1,

If the DOS program MODE.COM is not in a cur
rent directory, the computer's response will be: 

Bad command or file name. 

If MODE is typed with the designation of a serial 
port not installed in the computer, such as COM2: 
when only one serial port is present, the response 
will be 
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Illegal device name. 

Specifying an unavailable baud rate will result in 
the error message: 

Invalid baud rate. 

22.10. Command Line Options 

The following command line options are avail
able for use with REMOTE mode. In each case 
where "n" appears, it represents a number value ror 
the command . 

IAn sets number of attempts the master 
will make at sending a particular packet or 
requesting a data packet from the slave, be
fore displaying or updating an error mes
sage. Default value is four. This option is 
applicable only to the master unit. 

ICn selects COMn: as the serial port 
which System One wiIl use for remote opera
tion. This option must be run at both master 
and slave when two computers and "A" ver
sion systems are used. 

/H automatic quit when carrier is lost. 
This option is applicable only to the slave 
computer. When an "S" version system is 
used at the remote location, a rear-panel 
switch turns the equivalent to the /H mode 
on and off. It would nonnally be off for use 
with a laptop computer, but on for automatic 
operation with modem at an unstaffed loca
tion. 

IS load S 1 directly into Run Slave mode. 
This option is applicable only to the slave. 
The "S" version (serial interface) System 
One is always effectively in Run Slave mode 
when turned on with its rear-panel switches 
set to the RS-232 (rather than APIB) mode. 

/Tn sets the communications time-out value 
(in seconds). This is the length of time the 
master will wait for acknowledgement from 
the slave of correct settings packet receipt be
fore re-sending the packet, or the length of 
time the master will wait after requesting a 
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data packet from the slave before making an
other request. The default value is 1 second. 
For 300 baud operation, {f4 should be used. 
At even slower baud rates, still longer 
limcouts should used. This data communica
tions lime-out should not be confused with 
the TIMEOUT parameter on the SWEEP 
SETrLING panel. This oplion is applicable 
only to the master. 

Any number of these options may be combined 
on the command line, along with other command 
line options as described in the CREATING YOUR 
CUSTOM SOFTWARE STARTUP chapter and 
elsewhere in this manual. For example, System 
One at a master unit could be started with the com
mand 

S 1 {f6 /C2 /A6 /R96 /L <Enter> 

This would cause System One to load with a data 
communications limeout of six seconds, using 
COM2: as the serial port for remote operalion, with 
six attempts LO be made a obtaining a correct packet 
before displaying an error message, reserving 96 
kilobytes of memory for operations under DOS and 
XDOS, and loading the last test file 
(APLAST$$.TSn which was in use when the soft
ware was last QUIT in the current disk directory. 
Note that a space is required between each of mulli
pie command line oplions. 

22.11. Error Messages 

If the master needs to attempt a transmission 
more than a specified number of limes, the com
puter "beeps" and an error message is indicated at 
the bottom of the screen of the master computer. 
Even though the error message is given, the master 
will conlinue attempling to achieve correct commu
nication unlil any key is pressed by the operator. 
The error message will be periodically updated to 
show the number of attempts which have been 
made. If the operator presses any key, the system 
will stop making attempts and the test will be 
aborted if the problem developed dtuing a test. If 
the problem developed while the master unit was in 
panel mode, the system will display another error 
message but continue to attempt LO obtain readings 

data from the slave until the operator goes to the 
menu or disables the REMOTE selection on all pan
els. After the data communicatWns problem has 
been co"ected, a Vtil Restore menu command 
must be sent to up-date the slave unit to the set
tings status specifred by the master. 

The number of attempts which the master will 
make before displaying or updating the error mes
sage is conttolled by the /A command line option. 
The default value is four. 

22.12. Creating, Running, Viewing, 
and Editing Remote Test Files 

Test files set up for use at the Master location 
will have REMOTE selected in the LOp border of 
one or more of the GENERATOR, ANALYZER , 
DCX, DSP, and SWlTCHER panels. An addilional 
menu action, Run Remote, is required to enable the 
system LO run REMOTE tests with a full system con
nected including modems, data communications 
link, and a distant computer and System One or se
rial interface System One. Unless a full remote sys
tem is connected and operational, executing Run Re
mote and selecting REMOTE or loading a pre
viously-created xx.TST file with REMOTE selected 
on a panel will result in system delays and timeout 
errors. Thus, unless a full remote system is con
nected, creating tests for use at a master location or 
viewing or editing such tests, should be done only 
after the Run Local command is executed. System 
One normally loads inLO the Run Local mode. 
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23. EQUALIZATION 

23.1. Equalization Concepts and 
Applications 

The compuler and soflware base of Syslem One 
makes il possible lO provide the powerful fealure of 
generalor equalization. This capabilily enables lhe 
generalor lo sweep lhrough a specified frequency 
range while producing any desired, arbitrarily fur
nished amplilude funclion inSlead of the usual flal 
response with frequenc y. The equalizalion function 
can be any of a number of standard files furnished 
with Syslem One such as RIAA or inverse RIAA 
phono equalization, or pre-emphasis or de-emphasis 
al any of several industry-standard lime-constant 
curves. The equalizalion function can also be cre
aled by table entry, wim the user lyping in me de
sired data from information in a reference curve or 
table in me Ii lera lure. Syslem One soflware per
forms a log-log inlerpolation belween me data 
points of the equalizalion file. 

The equalizalion curve can be measured data or 
an inversion of measured data. Thus, Syslem One 
can measure the frequency response of any linear de
vice under lesl, normalize and inverllhal response 
with simple menu-selectable utililies, altach the re
sulting curve lo the generalor, and then produce a 
flal oUlpUl from me device on succeeding sweeps 
since me generalor creales an equal bUl Opposile 
function al me device's input. This fealure is ex 
tremely useful in applicalions such as lesling equal
ized power amplifiers allheir rated power oUlpul 
across their bandwidlh, in lesling sySlems such as 
fm and lv transmiller audio channels which include 
pre-emphasis bUl should be lesled al constanl modu
lalion percentages, in calibraling oul even the minor 
varialions from perfecl flatness of System One il
self, and (assuming lhal a reference flal microphone 
is connecled lO the analyzer inpul) in calibrating 
acoustical chambers and "artificial voices" used in 
acousticallesting. 

Generalor equalizalion makes use of me SINE 
and EQSINE seleclions of generalor waveform, of 
lhe .EQ file lype and the Save EQ and Load EQ file 
handling ulilities, and of me Names GEN-EQ, Com
pule Normalize and Compule Inverl menu com
mands. A BASIC program and a Syslem One proce
dure which calls il are also furnished which can cre
ale an equalizalion file from a user-supplied alge 
braic equation. New .EQ files can be crealed by use 
of EQCREATE.PRO, which calls a BASIC program 
called EQCREA TE.BAS . 

23.2. Using Furnished EQ Files 

To cause a generalor sweep equalized by one of 
lhe .EQ files furnished wilh Syslem One software, 
use Names GEN-EQ wilh the cursor control keys 
and <Enler> key lo altach one of me furnished .EQ 
files. You can double-check via me NAMES panel 
lhal the desired .EQ file is altached . Selecl EQS
INE as the generalor waveform , and a new label 
and field called POST-EQ will appear (following a 
moment's computation) immedialely under the AM
PLITUDE field near the lOp of the generalor panel; 
see Figure 23-1 for an example. Varying the genera
lor frequency wilh FREQSTEP or by direcl entry 

ENERATOR LOCAL 

WAUEFORM 	 EQSINE 

FREQUENCY 	 1.00000 kHz 
FAST 

AMPLITUDE 1.000 Urllls 
PDST-EQ 

OUTPII'" 
743.5 
nFF 

III 

BAL 
WO:-Tr}"'''' 

Figure 23-1 Generator Panel with EQ Active 
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will show the POST-EQ amplitude (actual ampli
tude requested from the generator) varying from the 
panel-entered AMPLITUDE according to the at
tached equalization function. 

Depending on the selected AMPLITUDE, on the 
generator output configuration (BAL, UNBAL, or 
CMTST), and on the value of the attached equaliza
tion curve at the selected frequency, an error mes
sage will result if the requested POST-EQ amplitude 
is outside the generator's capability. If the SWEEP 
(F9) DEFINITIONS panel is properly set up for a 
frequency response sweep, pressing <F9> will result 
in a measurement which includes the effects of the 
equalization file. The <F7> and <F9> keys can be 
used, changing the GENERATOR panel from SINE 
and EQSINE between the sweeps, to see response 
with and without the generator equalization. At fre
quencies between the data points in an attached 
equalization file, System One software will perform 
a log-log interpolation to compute the value to 
which to set the generator amplitude. 

Equalized sweeps will run fastest when the direc
tion of frequency change (high to low, or low to 
high) of the .EQ file matches the sweep direction of 
the .TST file it is used with. Speed is also maxi
mized by having the smallest number of points in 
the .EQ file which will produce an equalization func
tion of the desired accuracy. If it is desired to 
change the frequency end points of a supplied .EQ 
file, to change the number of points in the file, or to 
reverse the direction of frequency change in the file 
to match the frequency sweep direction of a particu
lar .TST file, use EQCREATE.PRO and EQCRE
ATE.BAS (see below) to create new .EQ files as de
sired. When a .TST file with .EQ file attached has 
been loaded, starting a sweep (<F9> or <F7» will 
cause the system to load the .EQ file (up to the first 
200 points) into memory for maximum testing 
speed. If an equalization file with more than 200 
points is required, test operation will slow markedly 
as the test progresses into the frequency region be

yond 200 points since it then must access the disk
stored .EQ file for data. This 200 point restriction 
assumes that S 1.EXE software was loaded in the 
simplest fashion, so that normal memory space aJlo
cation procedures were followed. It is possible to 
load SI such that much larger (or smaller) .EQ files 
will load into memory. See the Controlling Mem
ory Usage section of the CREATING YOUR 
CUSTOM SOFTWARE START-UP PROCESS 
chapter for more details. 

If the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel is set to 
produce a sweep which begins and/or ends outside 
the frequency limits of the attached equalization 
file, the generator amplitude wiII be reduced to zero 
when the sweep frequency is outside the end points 
of the equalization file. This capability may also be 
used when it is desired to produce a gated sweep, 
even without equalization. An .EQ file can be sim
ply created in Edit Data mode, consisting of the two 
desired end points for the gated-on portion of the 
sweep in the first column and the value 1.0 for am
plitude at those points in the second column; see 
Figure 23-2 for an example which would produce a 
gated-on sweep only between 15 kHz and 50 Hz. 
With this .EQ file attached, EQSlNE selected, and 
the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel set for a 
sweep over still-wider limits such as 30 kHz to 20 
Hz, the result will be a flat-amplitude sweep be
tween 15 kHz and 50 Hz (actually, between the first 
and last steps computed between those limits accord
ing to the # STEPS and LOG/LIN selections made) 
with no generator output prior to or following that 
portion of the sweep. This is a useful capability to 
produce a test tape or other recorded signal for use 
with System One's EXTERnal sweep mode. When 
played back, the recording output level will be 
below the EXT MIN L VL amplitude selected on the 
SWEEP SETTLING panel until the gated-on por
tion of the recorded sweep is reached, providing 
easy synchronization between System One and the 
tape player. 

Hz V OFF 
15000.000000000, 1.000000000 

50.000000000, 1.000000000 

Figure 23-2 Equalization File for Gated Sweep 
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J Single pole de-emphasis Note: To change de- to pre-emphasis, 
2 RIAA/lEC pre-emphasis or pre- to de-emphasis, 
3 RIAA pre-emphasis use the S I Compute Invert command. 
4 Your own formula at line 500 

Enter your choice of 1,2,3 or 4 followed by Enter key 

Figure 23-3 Menu Screen. EQCREA TEBAS 

23.3. Creating Equalization Files 
from Formulas 

The procedure EQCREATE.PRO and the BASIC 
program EQCREATE.BAS are furnished on the 
''Test and Utility" diskeHe for creation of 
customized equalization liles. These utilities allow 
the generation of RIAA phono equalization curves 
(with or without the IEC amendment) and single
pole pre-emphasis curves with any desired time con
stant via built-in formulas. They also support gener
ation of an equalization function from any algebraic 
formula the user wishes to insert into line 500 of the 
BASIC program. 

Running EQCREATE.PRO and EQCRE
ATE.BAS is described in some detail in the text file 
EQCREATE.TXT, which may be loaded as a com
ment file and read on-screen with System One's 
Edit Comment capability (L C EQCREATE.TXT 
<Enter> E C). A brief discussion of the usage of 
these utilities is given here. 

The actual computation and data creation is done 
by the BASIC program EQCREA TE.BAS, which re
quires that a compatible version of IBM BASICA or 
Microsoft BASIC be on your computer in the same 
disk directory with the System One software (or in a 
directory in the DOS path). For BASICA and this 
program to run, 96 kilobytes of memory must be set 
aside when S 1 is started instead of the usual default 
value of 32 kilobytes. To accomplish this, SI must 
be started from DOS with the command 

S I /R96 <Enter> 

From the menu, load and run the procedure 
EQCREA TE.PRO by the keystrokes 

<L>< P> EQCREATE <Enter><R>< P> 

Assuming that BASICA, EQCREATE.PRO, 
EQCREATE.BAS, and EQCREATE.EQ are all in 
the default directory or the DOS path, you will see a 
screen as shown in Figure 23-3. 

If you do not see this screen message, it is proba
bly due to insufficient memory being set aside for 
BASIC operation, or to BASICA or the program 
EQCREATE.BAS not being found by DOS. Both 
BASICA.COM and EQCREA TE.BAS (plus 
EQCREATE.EQ, for the following steps) must ei
ther be located in the same directory with EQCRE
ATE.PRO. or in a directory specified by the DOS 
PATH command at computer start-up. 

If you select option I, you will receive additional 
prompts for the equalization time constant in micro
seconds, the start and last frequencies, and the num
ber of data points to be computed. Options 2, 3, 
and 4 will ask for the start and last frequencies and 
the number of points. Note that the frequencies 
must be supplied in Hertz; the BASIC program does 
not recognize the "k" notation for kilo- as does Sys
tem One software. You will then see the function 
being computed in tabular form on the computer 
screen. If the tabular data appears satisfactory, 
press <Enter> and the data will be saved under the 
file name EQCREA TE.DA T. A message will then 
appear to validate whether the program has func
tioned properly to this point. Pressing <Enter> will 
cause control to pass from the BASIC program back 
to System One, which will ask for the horizontal 
value (frequency) at which to normalize the data. 
One kilohertz is the value typically used. System 
One will then graph the equalization curve for your 
inspection. After inspection, press <Enter> or 
<Esc> and System One will ask for a file name 
under which to save this equalization file. Supply 
an appropriate name, followed by <Enter>. 

http:EQCREATE.EQ
http:BASICA.COM
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To convert any pre-emphasis curve to a de-em
phasis curve or vice-versa, load the appropriate 
equalization file, use the Compute Invert function, 
and save the newly inverted curve under another file 
name. For example, if you have created a 20-point 
RIAA pre-emphasis curve via EQCREA TE.PRO 
and saved it under the name RIA-PR20.EQ, you can 
create and save the companion de-emphasis curve 
by the keystroke sequence 

<L> < E >RIA-PR20.EQ <Enter> 

(Load EQ RIA-PR20.EQ) 

<C>< 1>< S>< E> RIA-DE20 <Enter> 

(Compute Invert Save EQ RIA-DE20.EQ) 

Selecting option 4 in EQCREA TE will generate a 
function according to the formula in line 500 of the 
program EQCREATE.BAS. The formula 

V=1000/W (where W is the angular 
frequency in radians per second) 

is supplied in line 500 as an example. Another for
mula is easily substituted by use of System One's 
Edit Comments capability. Load EQCREATE.BAS 
into the comments editor and view the program via 

<L> < C> EQCREA TE.BAS 

(Load Comments EQCREA TE.BAS) 

<E> < C> 

(Edit Comments) 

Use the arrow keys or <Ctrl><PgDn> to move to 
the end and substitute your own formula in line 500. 
Pre-defined variables include 

V (amplitude in Volts) 

F (frequency in Hertz) 

W (angular frequency in radians/sec) 

X (angular frequency squared) 

Save the revised program under the same file 
name by 

<S> <C> <Enter> <Y> 
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(Save Comments; the system will have retained the 
name EQCREA TE.BAS from when the file was 
loaded, so pressing <Enter> will initiate saving the 
modified file. Since the file name already exists, 
the system will ask your permission to over-write, 
which you give with Y for yes.) 

You may now run EQCREATE.PRO, selectop
tion 4, provide the desired start and stop frequencies 
and number of points, and save the equalization file. 

23.4. Entering and Editing 
Equalization Files 

If a tabular listing is available of a desired equal
ization curve (or a graph from which you can read 
and interpolate data), you can create an .EQ file in 
the Edit Data mode. It may be simplest to first use 
Load EQ to bring into memory one of the standard 
files furnished with System One, since the format 
and column headings will thus be guaranteed cor
rect. You may then overtype or insert as desired to 
change or replace the data points with those you 
wish to create, and Save the resulting EQ file under 
an appropriate new name. 

23.5. Creating EQ Files from 
Measured Data 

To create an equalization file from measured 
data, you must rust use or set up a test to measure 
the frequency response of the device which will be 
the basis for the curve. Be sure the settling algo
rithm is tight enough to guarantee settling to the de
sired accuracy, and that a sufficient number of 
points are selected for the frequency sweep to pro
vide the desired amplitude accuracy when the sys
tem later performs its log-log interpolation between 
data points. Run the test and store the results under 
an appropriate .TST file name. 

It is usually most convenient when the equaliza
tion curve has a value of unity at some mid-band fre
quency (typically 1000 Hz) so that the generator out
put level will be unchanged as you change back and 
forth between SINE and EQSINE with the generator 
at that frequency. To accomplish this, use the Com

http:RIA-DE20.EQ
http:RIA-PR20.EQ
http:RIA-PR20.EQ
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pute Nonnalize menu command. The system will 
ask you for the horizontal value at which to nonnal
ize thc data; if 1000 Hz is the desired value, entcr 
1000. You may graphically re-examine the data 
after this normalization with the <F7> key if you 
wish. 

If the desired equalization curve is the inverse of 
the measured response, as it will be when the de
sired end result is flat response at the output of the 
system even though the system has a non-flat re
sponse, the curve must now be inverted. This is ac
complished with the Compute Invert menu com
mand. A message in the lower left of the screen 
will indicate that the inversion is taking place, and 
the result can be examined with the <F7> key. As
suming that it is satisfactory, use Save EQ to save 
the data as an equalization file . It may now be at
tached to any test via the Names GEN-EQ menu 
command as described above , EQSINE selected as 
the test waveform, and the resulting test saved. 

One useful application of this capability is provid
ing even better flatness than the specified flatness of 
System One, for highly critical measurements. This 
can be particularly valuable at frequencies above 50 
kHz, or even beyond 100 kHz where flatness is not 
specified. Connect the generator output to the an
alyzer input with the cables, source impedance, and 
load impedance which will later be used to test ex
ternal devices. 

Specify extremely tight settling conditions on the 
SWEEP SETTLING panel , such as DATA SAM
PLES of 4 or more and a TOLerance of 0 .1 % (0.01 
dB). You may wish to change from EXPONTL to 
FLAT to force all specified consecutive measure
ment samples to agree within the selected TOL
erance before the generator steps on. Selection of 
the A VG, rather than RMS detector on the LVFl 
panel will also improve system flatness slightly. 
Resolution, and therefore flatness, above 80 Hz may 
also be improved (at the expense of test time) by se
lecting 4/sec or 8/sec instead of AUTO on the DE
TECTOR line of the L VFl panel. Run the test, use 
Compute Nonnalize and Compute Invert as de
scribed above, and Save the EQ file under an appro
priate name. Attach it to the test with the Names 
GEN-EQ command and select EQSINE. Succeed

ing test runs should produce extremely flat re
sponse, limited only by noise, thennally induced 
drift, and other "repeatability" factors. The system 
may now be connected to the device to be tested 
with the same cables and the actual tests made. 
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24. ACCEPTANCE TEST LIMITS 


In many applications such as production test, in
coming inspection, and quality assurance, it is desir
able to establish a definition of acceptable perfor
mance levels for a product. Test results can then be 
compared to those acceptable levels and a pass/fail 
or go/no-go decision can be made. System One sup
ports this mode of operation via a limits and compar
ison capability which uses the Names Upper, Names 
Lower, Names Error-file, and Names Off menu com
mands and an If Error[ statement in a procedure. 
The Edit Data capability is normally used to help 
create the limit files . 

A defined limit (or pair of limits, if both upper 
and lower limits are used) is normally created as a 
limit file (xx.LIM file type), though xx.TST and 
xx.SWP files are identical in format and could be 
used . It is possible to either create such a file from 
the beginning, to make a measurement or average a 
number of measurements of actual devices as the 
basis of a limit, or to start with an actual device 
measurement and then further edit it into the desired 
form as a limit file. When the file has been created 
it can be attached to a test file via the Names menu ' 
command. 

24.1. Creating A Limit File 

As an example, let's assume that we need to cre
ate a file to be used as an upper limit in a distortion 
versus frequency test, and that acceptable perfor
mance is defined as 0.01% between 100 Hz and 10 
kHz, with permissible degradation to 0 .02% from 20 
Hz to 100 Hz and 0.05% from 10 kHz to 20 kHz. 
First, set the sweep definition panel for a five-step 
frequency sweep from 20 kHz to 20 Hz, with 
RDNG (THD+N from the ANALYZER panel) se
lected as the DATA-l value and DATA-2 set to 
NONE. Press <F9> to run this test; at the comple
tion of the graph or table, press <Esc> Edit Data, 
which will move you into the data buffer. Go into 

Hz % OFF 
20000.0, 0.05, 
10000.0. 0.05, 
9999.9, 0.01, 

100.0, 0.D1. 
99 .9, 0 .02, 
20.0, 0.02. 

Figure 24-1 Example Limits File 

the overtype mode by using the <Ins> key. Then, 
modify the data as necessary to look like Figure 24
1. 

Commas must be used to separate the numeric en
tries; spaces can be added between the columns for 
readability. Column heads in the proper units (as 
shown on the panels or tabular displays) are re
quired, and the third column must be headed Off if 
no DATA-2 parameter will be specified in the test 
file. 

Use <Esc> to go back to the top menu. You may 
view the limit file graphically by pressing <F7> . 
To save the limit file to disk, press Save Limit and 
supply some easy-to-remember name such as DIST
UP. The system will automatically add the xx.LIM 
extension. 

When a simple horizontal limit file is desired, 
with the same limit at all values of the independent 
variable, only one data row need be entered in Edit 
Data mode. The limit value in the second column 
will then be applied across the entire range tested. 
Figure 24-2 is an example of a 0.5% distortion limit 
at all frequencies; the specific frequency entered in 

Hz % OFF 
20000.000000000, 0 .500000000, 0.000000000 

Figure 24-2 Example Single-Point Limits File 

24-1 
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the first column is irrelevant. Such a single-point 
horizontal limit file cannot be graphed via F7 when 
the limit file is loaded. It will graph properly when 
attached to a test and the limits are displayed via 
<AIl><F7>. 

24.2. Creating the Test for Use With 
Limits Files 

Now, from panel mode, create the test which will 
use this file as its upper limit. It will need to use 
THD+N mode with % as the units, and will need to 
be a FREQ sweep on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINI
TIONS panel, preferably sweeping from a high to a 
low frequency since the DIST-UP file was created 
in high-to-low order. Test speed will be slower if 
the test and limit file frequency sequences are in op
posite orders. RDNG must be selected as the 
DATA-l parameter and % as its units. DATA-2 
will not be used since no limit was entered in the 
third column of the limit file. All other parameters, 
such as generator amplitude and source impedance 

and analyzer filter selection should be set as desired. 
Then, press Names Upper and use the cursor to se
lect DIST-UP.LIM in response to the request for a 
file name to attach. If you wish a summary of all 
out-of-Iimits measurernents to be saved into an error 
file, use Names Error-file and supply a file name 
such as ERRSUMRY. Finally, Save the Test (with 
limit file and error repon file now specified) under 
some appropriate name such as DISTEST. From 
this time forward, when DISTESTTST is loaded 
and run via <F9> or Run Test, comparisons will be 
made to the DIST-UP.LIM file and out-of-spccifica
tion values will be saved in tabular form to the 
ERRSUMRYTXT file. 

To see the names which are attached to a test 
file, press N from the menu (see Figure 24-3). In 
addition to the names of limits, delta, sweep, error
reporting, equalization files, and DSP program files, 
this display shows the name of the test file currently 
in memory. If it is desired to disconnect all the 
limit, etc., files for a fresh start, the Names Clear 
menu command may be used. 

============--========~==-====NAMES 

Title of graph 

Compute Delta file 
Upper Compare file 
Lower Compare file 
Sweep Source file 
Gen Equalization file 
Error Reporting file 
Program file for DSP 
Program uersion for DSP 
Waueform file for DSP 

File currently in memory 
(Last loaded or saued .TST, 

AUDIO PRECISION 


= DIST-UP .LIM 

= 
= 
= ERRSUMRY.TXT 
= 

= DISTEST.tst 
.LIM, .SWP, .Eij, or .OUL file) 

NAMES: ~ LOWER SWEEP GEN-EQ ERR-FILE OFF TITLE RENAME CLEAR DELTA PROGRAM 

Select file for upper compare limit AUDIO PRECISION SYSTEM ONE, u 2.10 


Figure 24-3 Names Display 
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IL is impOrLanL Lo understand when working with 
limiL tiles and LesL files thaL only one section of 
memory exists in System One software for setup in
formation and binary data, whether the file is a 
.TSTfile, .LIM file, .EQ file, .SWP file, or .OVL 
file. Whichever of those files is loaded by the 
LOAD command displaces the last file of any of 
these types in memory. Only the file in memory 
can have its panels shown in PANEL mode, only 
thatfile's data will be displayed by <.£7>, and only 
that data can be edited in EDIT DATA mode. As
sume, for example, LhaL you have loaded a .TST file 
in order LO aLtach limiLs LO iL and experimenL with 
Lhe LeSL. If you decide LO change the IimiL, Load 
LimiL and the limiL file you load will replace Lhe 
.TST file in memory. AfLer you have modified and 
re-saved the IimiL file, you muSL again Load TesL 
and press <Emer> LO bring the .TST file back imo 
memory. When you selecL Load TesL, the sysLem 
will suggesL the name of the lasL LeSL file which was 
loaded and you can load iL merely by pressing 
<EnLer>. You mUSL Lake this action Lo load iL, how
ever, since iL was removed from memory when Lhe 
limiL file was loaded . 

24.3. Creating Limits Files By Actual 
Tests 

When iL is desired Lo use the measured data from 
a "golden uniL" (a perfecLly representative sample) 
as a limiL file, the CompuLe Normalize and Save 
LimiL commands can be used with LesL data run on 
Lhe golden uniL. CompuLe Normalize can offseL Lhe 
curve by any desired amounL. The curve can Lhus 
be offseL upwards and the resulL saved as an upper 
limiL. CompuLe Normalize can then be used again 
to offset the curve downwards and this resulL saved 
as the lower IimiL. 

24.4. Running Tests With Limits 

When measurements are made aL values of the in
dependenL variable (horizontal axis) which fall be
tween data points in the limit file(s) in use, interpola
tion will be made between the two "bracketing" 
limit points LO obtain a limit number for compari
son. Log-log interpolation (logarithmic on both 

horizontal and vertical axes) will be used if both 
limit file points are positive values. If either limit 
file point is zero or negative, lin-lin interpolation 
will be used. The values in limits files mUSL be ar
ranged monotonically; that is, in continuously in
creasing or continuously decreasing order, with no 
reversals. Maximum testing speed will occur if the 
limits file and the Lest file proceed in the same direc
Lion. If it is desired to see any errors indicated 
while the test is in process, the tesL mUSL specify 
DISPLAY TABLE rather than graphic form. If the 
data is displayed graphically, however, the compari
sons will sLill be made and an error file will still be 
generated. 

It is also possible LO show the limiLS graphically 
on the screen and then plot tesL data onLO the same 
screen. With VGA and EGA color displays, the 
limit(s) will graph in a different color from the data. 
Displaying any attached limits is done by pressing 
<AIl><F7> . Only the first 200 points of a limiL tile 
(the memory-residenL portion) will graph when 
<AIl><F7> is pressed. The test is then run as usual 
by pressing <F9>. If the sweep-erase-repeat cycle 
of testing is desired (typically for malGng adjust
ments), the keystroke sequence <AIl><F7> 
<AIl><F8> <AIl><F9> will graph the limits, store 
them in video memory, and then run the repeaLing 
sequence. Note thaL sweep-erase-repeaL does not 
function if S 1.EXE was started with the /8 DOS 
command line option to conserve memory. 

The error file is an ASCII file and can be dis
played via any editor, or printed to an attached 
printer via the usual DOS commands. A file used 
as a limit must either be in the same disk directory 
as the file using it, or iLS location must be idenLified 
with a specific path name. 

When a sweep is initiated (F9, F7, etc.) with a 
test file which has limit files attached, System One 
will load the IimiL file(s) imo memory up to the first 
200 points (if sLandard memory allocation was used 
at start-up). This helps tests wiLh limits attached to 
run almost as rapidly as those withouL. If limit files 
larger than 200 points are used, the compuLer must 
access the disk-stored limit files and operation will 
slow down markedly. See the TESTING SPEED 
chapter for more details . It is possi ble to specify 
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much larger numbers of points to automatically load 
into memory. See the "Controlling Memory Usage" 
section of the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFT
W ARE START-UP PROCESS chapter, on page 28
5, for more details. 

24.5. Master Error Files 

A given error summary file may be attached to 
more than one test file by using the Names Error-
file command on each xx.TST file as it is created. 
When tests are run, new error data is appended to 
any existing data in the named error file, rather than 
replacing it. It is thus possible to run a sequence of 
tests (see the PROCEDURES chapter following) in 
which many or all of the tests name the same error 
file. The result will be an error file listing every de
viation from limits for the entire sequence of tests. 
Even a test which is successfully passed with no out
of-limits measurements will produce a three-line list
ing in the error file, including the name of the test, 
the date and time it was run, the column heads 
showing the measured parameters and the indepen
dent variable, and a message stating that all values 
were within limits. An error file can thus become 
the master test record, showing all deviations and all 
tests for which no deviations occurred. Since the ap
pending process will go on indefinitely, you will 
normally wish to begin the procedure with a DOS 
command which erases the existing error file for a 
clean start. Using the example file name from the 
preceding paragraph, the line in the procedure could 
be: 

DOS ERASE ERRSUMRY.TXT/R 

If it is desired to temporarily "disconnect" the 
error file while a test is run, the Names Off com
mand can be used. This is normally necessary when 
the Compute command will be used to process raw 
data before decisions or actions based on limit com
parison. In these cases, the error file should not be 
written into until after the Compute operation. 
After Compute Xxxxx, the error file can be re-con
nected via Names Error-File <Enter>. An F7 opera
tion will then compare the adjusted data to the lim
its and write the appropriate message into the error 
file. In a procedure (see next chapter), the sequence 
would be: 

LOAD TEST testname/R 
NAMES OFF 
/F9/E 
COMPUTE XXXXXX 
NAMES ERROR-FILE/R 
/F7/E 
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A procedure, in System One terminology, is a 
file which executes an entire series of tests and 
other necessary actions in a specific order. The pro
cedure may include: 

loading and running xx.TST files (with or 
without upper and lower limits and error-mes
sage files attached) 

calling and running sub-procedures 

branching to di fferent procedures or different 
portions of the same procedure, depending on 
whether the preceding test contained any out
of-limilS measurements 

branching dependent upon which keyboard 
number key the operator presses, permitting 
construction of menus 

· jumping to any arbitrary point, or looping 

· changing setup panel fields of a test 

· making prompting messages to an operator 

• controlling an external device via the PORT 
OUT capability of the DCX-l27, a spare par
allel (printer) port on the computer, or a pur
chased interface card 

delays and pauses between steps 

issuing DOS commands to erase files, change 
sub-directories, run other programs, and ac
complish actions such as data print-out or file 
management. 

Procedures are particularly useful in production 
test and quality assurance applications, so that a non
technical operator can perform complete teslS on an 
item to standards established by the Production Test 
Engineering or Quality Assurance departmenlS. Pro
cedures are also highly useful in the Engineering lab
oratory for any repetitive testing such as perfor
mance measuremenlS during environmental tests or 

for evaluation of multiple samples of components, 
and for quick checkout of devices in Maintenance 
shops. 

25.1. Loading and Running 
Procedures 

Previously-saved procedures may be loaded via 
<L> <P>, selecting the desired procedure with the 
cursor, and pressing <Enter>. The procedure can 
then be run via <R> <P>, or by pressing <Enter> 
twice since Run is the first item in the Command 
Menu and Procedure is the first item in the Run 
menu. Thus, after pressing <L> <P> and moving 
the cursor onto the desired procedure name, three 
consecutive operations of the <Enter> key will load 
and run the procedure. 

If attempting to run a procedure results in the 
error message "Procedure Buffer Empty or Invalid", 
there are two probable reasons . A conflict between 
the S 1 software version in use and the version under 
which the procedure was stored is the most likely 
reason. Whenever a procedure is created, the first 
line contains a reference to the software version in 
use (pROCEDUREv2.lO, for example). If an at
tempt is made to run a procedure created under ver
sion 1.60 or 2.00 with version 2.10 software, the 
error message will result. The "Procedure Buffer 
Empty or Invalid" error can also result if the first 
line of a procedure is blank due to inadvertent use 
of the <Enter> key in Edit Procedure mode. This 
pushes the procedure header line down into the sec
ond line of the buffer. The cure is to pull the 
header back up into the first line with the <Del> key. 

If the procedure is otherwise compatible with the 
software version currently in use, the cure is to sim
ply change the version number of the procedure 
header in Edit Procedure mode and then re-save the 
procedure, replacing the earlier version. 

25-1 
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Earlier procedures are nonnally compatible with 
later software versions except for two possible rea
sons: 

• use of keystroke movements on the panel dur
ing the procedure 

. 	use of any of the commands NAMES 
ERROR-FILE, NAMES GENl#l-EQ, or 
NAMES RENAME ' 

In the case of keystroke movements on the panel, 
incompatibility may exist where new fields or addi
tional choices have been added. The section of the 
procedure must be replaced with a new section with 
the correct number and type of keystrokes. The 
new Panel Mnemonics feature of two-character key
strokes to jump to key panel fields may be used to 
replace the original keystrokes, resulting in faster op
eration, a more self-documenting procedure listing, 
and greater likelihood that future changes will not 
be necessary even if new panel fields are added in 
future software revisions. See page 25-10 for a de
tailed discussion of the two-character Panel Mne
monic codes feature. 

25.2. Generating Procedures 

Procedures may be generated in one of two fash
ions: by "recording" a series of key-strokes as you 
proceed through the set of actions which you wish 
to be accomplished automatically, or by using the 
Edit Procedure editor to creale the procedure. The 
keystroke recording process is typically simpler and 
more error-free when creating a new procedure. 
Making small changes in an existing procedure is 
easily done in the Edit Procedure mode. 

25.2.1. Generating Procedures by 
Learning Keystrokes 

The keystroke recording process is both started 
and stopped from the Util command of the top level 
menu. Util Learn is the command to begin record
ing a sequence and Util End is the command to 
stop. When completed, a procedure can be run be
fore saving it by the Run Procedure command from 
the top level (COMMAND) menu. After any neces

sary de-bugging, Save Procedure will save the proce
dure to disk under a name you supply; the system 
supplies the xx.PRO file type automatically. Edit 
Procedure is used to examine or edit the procedure, 
whether it was generaled by learning keystrokes or 
from the editor . 

After starting the keystroke recording process 
with Util Learn, simply press the keys and type in 
the file names as you would when going through the 
same actions one Slep at a time. File names should 
be specified by explicitly typing in the name, rather 
than using the arrow keys and <Enter> to select a 
name in the displayed directory. The reason for this 
is that arrow key operations are recorded during 
Learn mode as relative movements sideways or up 
and down. Any additions or deletions to a direc
tory, or changes in the beginning cursor position, 
will cause faulty operation of a pre-recorded arrow 
key sequence. Remember to use the <Esc> key as 
necessary to move to the top level menu before en
tering a menu command by pressing its first leLLer. 
Enter menu items via their first leLLers, rather than 
the space bar and <Enter> technique. 

25.2.1.1. Learn Mode Procedure Ex
ample 

An example is probably the best way to see how 
a procedure is generated. If any procedure has al
ready been loaded into the procedure buffer, it 
should be deleted before starting to generate a new 
procedure, since the new procedure will otherwise 
append to the bOLLom of anything presently in the 
buffer. Use the Edit Procedure menu commands to 
check for exiSlence of a procedure, and the <F6> 
key to mark its beginning and end for deletion if 
necessary. 

Assume that we desire to test a power amplifier 
by measuring frequency response, distortion versus 
frequency at maximum output power, and distortion 
versus amplitude at a fixed frequency. 

First, create a frequency response test. In Panel 
mode, set the generator amplitude, output configura
tion, analyzer units and detector type, sweep end 
points and num ber of SlepS, etc. Run the lest to be 
sure it works; make any necessary changes, and 
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PROCEDUREv2.1O 

LOAD TEST RESPONSE/R 


/F9/E 

LOAD TEST THDVSFRQjR 


/F9/E 

LOAD TEST THDVSANIP/R 


/F9/E 

UTli.. END 


Figure 25-1 Keystroke-Generated Procedure Listing 

Save the Test as (for example) RESPONSE.TST. 
Similarly, set up the panel for a distortion versus fre
quency sweep and save it as THDVSFRQ.TST. Cre
ate a panel for a distortion versus amplitude sweep 
at a constant 1 kHz, and store it as 
THDVSANIP.TST. You are now ready to create 
the procedure. 

Use <Esc> to go to the menu. To erase any pro
cedure in the procedure buffer, press <E> <P> for 
Edit Procedure. Use the <Ctrl><PgUp> keys to 
move to the top of the buffer. If any text is in the 
buffer, use the <F6> key to eliminate it. When the 
buffer is empty, use the <Esc> key to go to the 
menu. 

Press the keys <U> <L> for Utility Learn. The 
name of the menu (COMMAND in the case of the 
top level menu) will change appearance to indicate 
that the system is learning your keystrokes. Press 
the keys <L> <T> for Load Test. Type in the test 
name RESPONSE, followed by the <Enter> key. 
Do not use the cursor to select RESPONSE.TST 
from the directory on screen, but type in the explicit 
name. It is not necessary to add the .TST extension. 
Press the <F9> key to run the test. It is not neces
sary to wait for the test to run; press <Esc> to return 
to the menu. Press the keys <L> <T> for Load 
Test, and type in the test name THDVSFRQ, fol
lowed by <Enter>. Press <F9> and <Esc>. Press 
<L> <T>, type in THDVSANIP, and press <Enter>. 
Press <F9> followed by <Esc>. To halt the key
stroke learning process, press <U> <E> for Utility 
End. The name of the menu will stop flashing. 

To see the results of the keystroke learning pro
cess, press <E> <P> for Edit Procedure. You 
should see a listing similar to Figure 25-1. Note 

that the system automatically performs a number of 
actions to make the procedure listing more readable; 
the complete command LOAD TEST is wrillen out, 
for example, even though only the keys <L> <T> 
were pressed during creation of the sequence. /R is 
inserted for an operation of the <Enter> «return» 
key, and /E for the escape key. The header is auto
matically generated by the Util Learn command. 
Line feeds are inserted for readability. 

To save this procedure to disk, <Esc> Save Proce
dure and supply an appropriate file name. To run 
the procedure, <Esc> Run Procedure. You should 
then see all of the actions which you entered pro
ceed in order, with each test being graphed or pre
sented in tabular format, as set up in each test. 

25.2.2. Creating or Modifying 
Procedures in Edit Mode 

Some people may prefer to create the entire pro
cedure by typing in the commands, rather than using 
Uti I Learn mode. Procedures created in Learn mode 
may require corrections and modifications, which 
are usually most easily done in Edit Mode. 

To edit any procedure, load it via Load Proce
dure and select Edit Procedure to display the con
tents in the procedure editor. Operation of the edi
tors is described in the MENUS chapter, and the 
Help Edit function lists the control keys useful in 
this mode. Upper-case versus lower-case characters 
are not important in a procedure. 

Figure 25-2 shows in the first column how vari
ous commonly-used keys are represented in Edit 
Procedure mode. The second column shows how 
they are shown in this manual text, and the third col
umn briefly explains their function. 

Certain keyboard codes cannot be generated in 
Edit mode by pressing a single key, but may be gen
erated in Util Learn mode. These include key
strokes such as produced by the <Ctrl><Home> 
keys, <Del> key, <PgUp> key, etc. You can use 
Util Learn to start learn mode, press each of the nec
essary keys in order, stop learn mode via Util End, 
and then use the <F6> and <F5> "cut and paste" ca

http:PROCEDUREv2.1O
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Procedure Manual 
Listing Text 
Appearance Representation Function 

/FIO <FIO> Pause 
IA9 <All><F9> Run sweep, erase repeating test 
IC9 <Ctrl><F9> Run test without erasing previous dat 
/F9 <F9> Run test 
IS9 <Shifl><F9> Run external test, tenninate on reversal to generator panel frequency 
IA8 <AIl><F8> Store graphic image of screen 
/F8 <F8> Display stored graphic image 
IA7 <AIl><F7> Graph limits 
/F7 <F7> Re-graph data in memory 
/F6 <F6> Re-transform (DSP only) 
IA6 <AIl><F6> Re-send data to PC without new transform (DSP) 
/F4 <F4> Set analyzer dBr reference 
IA4 <AIl><F4> Set analyzer relative frequency reference 
/F3 <F3> Set generator dBr reference 
IA3 <AIl><F3> Set generator relative frequency reference 
IC3 <Ctrl><F3> Initiate one REGULATION cycle 
/F2 <F2> Display bargraph 
IAI <AIl><Fl> Abort procedure without turning generator off 
/Fl <Fl> Tum off generator and abort procedure 
IE <Esc> Go to command menu 
/R <Enter> 
* <*> Dump screen to printer 

Figure 25-2 Special Keystroke Appearance in Procedure Listings 

pability in Edit Procedure mode to mOve and copy 
these keystroke symbols to the desired locations. 
Alternately, some ASCII text editors (but not Edit 
Procedure mode) can generate these keystrokes by 
holding down the <All> key while entering via the 
numeric keypad a two or three digit number which 
represents the ASCII code for the particular symbol. 
The first column of Figure 25-3 shows a number of 
the graphic symbol representations. The second col
umn shows which keystrokes in Util Learn mode 
these symbols correspond to. The third column 
shows the ASCII code whereby they may be entered 
in ASCII text editors, while the last column briefly 
describes their function. 

25.3. Adding to Existing Procedures 

Additions to an existing procedure may be made 
by learning keystrokes or in edit mode. Additions 
by learning keystrokes can be made with Util Learn, 
the keystrokes, and Util End; this will append the 
new infonnation to the end of the procedure pres
ently in the Edit Procedure buffer. You can then 
use Edit Procedure to delete the UTIL END from 
the original procedure and the header inserted by 
the latest Util Learn command. If the new addition 
is to be located somewhere other than at the end of 
the existing procedure, use <F6> to remove the new 
addition to the delete buffer, then move the cursor 
to the desired place and copy the new addition back 
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ASCII 
Screen Learn Mode Ed Itor 
Display Keystroke Keystrokes Function 

T 	 <up arrow> <Alt>Z4 cursor up 
~ 	 <down arrow> <Alt>ZS cursor down 
~ 	 <left arrow> <Alt>17 cursor left 
~ 	 <right arrow> <Alt>16 cursor right 

I 
(i <Ctr I> <Hollie> <Alt>Z35 panel cursor to ref . position 

<Hollie> <Alt>lB7 panel cursor to top 
<End> <Alt>195 panel cursor to bottolll 
<PgDn> <Alt>197 next set of panels 
<PgUp> <Alt>1B9 last set of panels 
<Ins> <Alt>19B insert /IIode (toggle to ouertype) 

~ <Del> <AIt>199 decre/llent ualue 
+ <+> <Alt>43 increlllent ualue 

< .. > 	 <Alt>4Z screen dU/llp print-out 
!! 	 <Ctrl><right arrow> <Alt>Z3Z right end of /IIult. choices 
T 	 <Ctrl><left arrow> <Alt>Z31 left end of /IIult. choices 
0 	 <Ctrl><PgDn> <Alt>Z34 bottolll of editor 

<Ctrl><PgUp> <Alt>Z4B top of editor 
<Alt><P> <Alt>141 punch out present field 

ii <Alt><B> <A It >104 blank all panel fields 
Ii <Alt><R> <Alt>lZB restore all panel fields 
It <Alt><A> <Alt>146 incre/llent ouerlay uideo attribute 
6 <Alt><S> <Alt>H7 decre/llent ouerlay uideo attribute 
a <Alt><Z> <Alt>160 set ouerlay uideo attribute to zero 

Figure 25-3 Screen Appearance of Keystrokes Which May Be Used in Procedures and Macros 

from the delete buffer with the <F5> key. The 
header and UTll.. END from the addition can be de
leted after it is moved . 

If you add portions of a procedure in the Edit Pro
cedure mode rather than via keystrokes, remember 
that you must explicitly type!R wherever you want 
the <Enter> key action to occur, such as when enter
ing a file name. Pressing the <Enter> key while in 
Edit Procedure mode simply starts a new line in the 
listing, but will not be interpreted as an <Enter> ac
tion when the procedure runs . If you delete portions 
of a procedure in Edit Procedure mode, remember 
that the first line must always remain PROCEDURE
v(x.xx), where (x.xx) is the System One software 
version. If the first line is blank or contains other 
data, an error message will be obtained when at
tempting to run the procedure. 

Anything inserted after a semi-colon (;) on a line 
will be ignored when a procedure is run . The per
son creating the procedure can thus add remarks to 

help him or someone else to later understand just 
what the procedure does. Note that System One 
software's interpretation of the semi-colon means 
that a semi-colon may not be used as pan of a Util 
Prompt or Util Message, since nothing following it 
on the same line will be displayed or printed . 

25.4. Program Flow Control 

The basic flow of a System One procedure is lin
ear, from top to bottom. Each line in the procedure 
will be executed in order unless flow is diverted by 
another command such as UTIL GOTO, RUN 
CALL, RUN EXIT, LOAD PROCEDURE, or an IF 
statement. 
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PROCEDURE v2.1 0 
: ST ARTHERE/R 
LOAD TEST firstestIR 
!F9/E 
UTn.. GOTO startherelR 
UTn.. END 

Figure 25-4 Procedure for Continuous Loop 

25.4.1. Jumping to Another 
location: UTll GOTO 

The Util Goto statement followed by a line label 
will cause procedure flow to jump to the line carry
ing that label. A label in a procedure is indicated 
by the colon (:) symbol at the beginning of the line, 
followed by the label (name) and the IR symbol for 
<Enter>. The IR following the label name is criti
cal. Thus, a procedure as shown in Figure 25-4 will 
run in a continuous loop. After loading and execut
ing the test, the Util Goto line win cause it to jump 
back to the STARTHERE label and repeat forever. 

25.4.2. Conditional Branching: IF 

To permit change of procedure flow depending 
upon a test passing or operator keyboard input, the 
IF commands are part of System One's procedure 
"language" . 

Four IF commands will cause conditional action 
depending upon how all measurements of the imme
diately-preceding test related to any LIMIT files at
tached to that test. These four IF commands are IF 
ERROR[, IF NOTERROR[, IF ABOYE[, and IF 
BELOW[. Note that all IF statements have the 
square bracket ( [ ) as their last character. There 
cannot be any spaces between the last alphabetical 
character and the bracket. The conditional action 
statement must then be terminated by a left-facing 
square bracket ( ]). For example: 

LOAD TEST xxxxlR 
/F9/E 
IF ERROR[ UTIL GOTO DlAGNOSTICIR ] 
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where DIAGNOSTIC might be the line label of an
other section of the procedure which loads a test to 
help the operator diagnose the source of the problem. 

25.4.3. Conditional Branching Upon 
Operator Input 

An additional set of IF statements permits an op
erator keyboard input to control the procedure flow 
during execution . This capability allows the con
struction of menus within a System One procedure, 
simplifying use of procedures by less-experienced 
operators. These IF statements are the ten com
mands from IF O[ through IF 9[. As with the other 
IF statements, the square brackets must surround the 
portion describing the conditional action, and the 
leading bracket cannot have any space between it 
and the numeral. 

The <Ctrl><FlO> keystroke ( ICIO in the proce
dure editor) creates a pause in the procedure, wait
ing for operator input. Any key other than the ten 
numeral keys will be ignored. Any number key 
pressed causes the procedure flow to jump to the 
statement inside the square brackets of the IF n[ 
statement corresponding to the number key pressed. 

A simple example of use of this technique might 
be: 

UTn.. PROMPTIR 
DID RED INDICATOR ILLUMINATE? 
PRESS I FOR YES, 0 FOR NO/CIO/E 
IF O[ UTIL GOTO FAn..UREIR] 
IF l[ UTIL GOTO SUCCESSIR ] 

SUCCESS and FAILURE would be line labels 
for different portions of the procedure which will be 
executed depending upon the operator's observation 
of the indicator and consequent keyboard input. 

25.4.4. Sub-Procedures 

The procedure flow described in the two preced
ing simplified examples used the UTIL GOTO state
ment to jump to another portion of the procedure; 
they ignored what might happen after that portion 
was executed. A common requirement is for condi
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PROCEDUREv2.1O 
LOAD TEST l/R 
/F9/E 
RUN CALL PRINTERR/R 
LOAD TEST 2/R 
/F9/E 
RUN CALL PRINTERR/R 
LOAD TEST 3/R 
/F9/E 
RUN CALL PRINTERR/R 
UTIL END 

Figure 25-5 Main Procedure to Accomplish Testing 
(Against Limits) 

tional action to be taken , but for the program llow 
to then return to the point immediately after the con
ditional action was requested. The RUN CALL and 
RUN EXIT commands allow this sub-procedure 
flow. 

RUN CALL, followed by a sub-procedure name 
and <Enter>, causes the named sub-procedure to be 
loaded and executed. A sub-procedure is identical 
to any other System One procedure except that it 
must contain a RUN EXIT statement following its 
other actions. The RUN EXIT statement jumps con
trol back to the calling procedure at the point imme
diately following the RUN CALL statement which 
called it. A sub-procedure must have a UTIL END 
statement as their final line, following the RUN 
EXIT statement. 

A sub-procedure may be nested, meaning that it 
can be called from another sub-procedure. In that 
case, the RUN EXIT statement in the second sub
procedure will return control to the calling point in 
the first sub-procedure. The first sub-procedure 
may then execute additional commands if desired, 
with control finally being returned to the main proce
dure when the RUN EXIT statement in the first sub
procedure is reached. Sub-procedures calling sub
procedures may be extended to a depth of fifteen 
sub-procedures. 

PROCEDUREv2.1O 
IF ERROR[ 
NAMES ERR-FILE PRN/R 
/F7/E] 
RUN EXIT 
UTIL END 

Figure 25-6 PRINTERR.PRO; Sub-Procedure to 
Print Only Upon Out-aI-Limits Measurements 

25.4.4.1. Sub-Procedure Example: 
Printing Only Upon Error 

In production testing applications, it is frequently 
convenient to print an error message only if a de
vice fails a test. If all tests are passed, the device 
will be shipped. If any test fails, the resulting paper 
print-out will be attached as a failure tag and the de 
vice will be returned to a repair station where the 
failure tag helps with the diagnosis . 

The sub-procedure capability (RUN CALL) of 
System One software, coupled with several features, 
simplifies this process. The main procedure (see 
Figure 25-5) is a straight-forward process of loading 
each test and running the test. It assumes that each 
test has limit files attached, but no error file. Fol
lowing the /F9/E which runs the test and returns to 
the menu, the RUN CALL PRINTERRIR statement 
calls the sub-procedure PRINTERR.PRO which will 
cause a printout only if any data point failed the lim
its. 

The sub-procedure called PRINTERR.PRO is 
shown in Figure 25-6. Whenever this sub-proce
dure is called, it does nothing but return control to 
the main procedure if there was no error in the test 
just performed . If an error occurred, the IF 
ERROR[ statement names PRN (the DOS identifica
tion for an attached printer) as the "error file", per
forms an /F7 to re-compare the data to limits, and 
prints the error file which contains out-of-limits 
readings along with test name, date, and time. The 
RUN EXIT statement (required in all sub-proce 
dures) then returns control to the calling point in the 
main procedure. 

http:PROCEDUREv2.1O
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PROCEDUREv2.1O 
: first/r LOAD TEST 1/R 
(F9IE 
IF ERROR[ RUN CALL adjustl/r 
UTIL GOTO first/R] 
: second/r 
LOAD TEST 2/R 
/F9IE 
IF ERROR [ RUN CALL adjust2/r 
UTIL GOTO second/R] 
: third/r 
LOAD TEST 3/R 
(F9IE 
IF ERROR[ RUN CALL adjust3/r 
UTIL GOTO second/R] 
UTIL END 

Figure 25-7 Procedure to Assist Operator to Adjust 
Upon Failure, Then Re-Test 

25.4.5. Example: Looping On Error 

During production testing or maintenance activi
ties when the device under test has adjustments 
available, it is often desirable to test in this se
quence: 

1. Test to acceptance limits 
2. If device passes, move on to next test 
3. If device fails, ask operator to adjust, 

then loop back to (1) and test again 


Furthermore, it may be desirable to loop back far
ther than the last test when it is known that the ad
justments may also have affected a still-earlier test. 
Figure 25-7 shows an example procedure for this 
type of application. 

If the device passes all three tests (1.TST, 2.TST, 
and 3.TST), no branching will take place. If any 
test fails, the following IF ERROR[ statement calls 
a sub-procedure consisting of appropriate tests, per
haps with bargraph (F2) displays and prompting 
messages, to help the operator perform the adjust
ments. When the sub-procedure is completed and 
llows to its RUN EXIT statement, control is re
turned to the calling point in the main procedure. 
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For this example, it was assumed that the adjust
ments called for by sub-procedure ADJUST2 .PRO 
could only affect the results of test 2.TST, but that 
the adjustments called for by sub-procedure AD
JUST3.PRO could potentially affect measurements 
made by both 2.TST and 3.TST. Thus, the UTIL 
GOTO statement inside the IF ERROR[ brackets fol
lowing test 2.TST loops back only to the label: 
SECOND, while the UllL GOTO statement after 
3.TST also loops back to the label: SECOND and 
will thus cause both 2.TST and 3.TST to be re
peated. 

25.4.6. Sub-Procedure Example: 
Test Menu 

An example incorporating both the IFn[ branch
ing upon operator input and sub-procedures is 
shown in Figure 25 -8. The prompt showing the test 

PROCEDUREv2.10 
: begin/r 
UTIL PROMPT /R 
/R 

CHOOSE DEVICE TO TEST/R 
/R 
/R O. Exit Procedure/R 

1. MODEL 14/R 
2. SYSTEM EIGHT/R 
3. XYZ-120/R 
9. Quit System One software/R 


/R 

/R 


Press the appropriate number key/R 
to select the test./CI0IE 

IF 1 [RUN CALL modeI14/R] 
IF 2[RUN CALL system8/R ] 
IF 3[RUN CALL xyz-120/R ] 
IF O[util break] 
IF 9[QUIn 
UTIL GOTO begin/r ;returns to menu if /R 

;any other number selected 

UTIL END 


Figure 25-8 Procedure to Display Test Selection 
Menu 

http:PROCEDUREv2.10
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PANEL MNEMONICS 
GW GEN Waveform SM Settling Mode 
GF GEN Frequency 
GA GEN Amplitude SI Switcher channel A INPUT 
GO GEN Output OFF/ON SO Switcher channel A OUTPUT 
GB GEN Tone Burst duration 
GS GEN Amplitude step size RE Regulation Enable 
GR GEN dB reference RM Regulation Measurement 

RV Regulation Parameter to be Varied 
LC Analyzer Channel Select 
LM Analyzer MeasureMent mode XU DCX DMM Units 
LF Analyzer BP/BR Frequency Xl DCX DCV Output HI 
LD Analyzer Detector type XZ DCX DCV Output HZ 
LH Analyzer High pass filter XD DCX Digital Output 
LL Analyzer Low pass filter XA DCX Port A B bit output 
LO Analyzer Optional filters 
LA Analyzer Channel A input source DS DSP Setting 0 
LB Analyzer Channel B input source DR DSP SaMpling Rate 
LR Analyzer dB reference DI DSP Input Type 

Dl DSP Channel 1 Input Source 
Sl Sweep Data-l measureMent DZ DSP Channel Z Input Source 
SZ Sweep Data-Z measurement DO DSP Output Channel(s) 
SS Sweep Source-l stiMulus 
SN Sweep NUMber of steps 
SD Sweep Display Mode 

Figure 25-9 Two-Character Codes to Jump to Panel Fields 

menu is preceded by the line label BEGIN. Note 
that the line label must be followed by the IR code 
for <Enter>. 

The menu prompt shows the three test type 
choices (1, 2, and 3) plus the options of 0 to exit 
from the procedure and 9 to quit from S l.EXE soft
ware to DOS. The <Clrl><FlO> keystroke (lCIO in 
the procedure listing) causes the software to pause 
for a number key input from the operator. The IF 
1[, IF2[, and IF3[ statements each call a sub-proce
dure which would consist of the appropriate series 
of tests and other actions for the device to be tested. 
Each of those sub-procedures must contain the RUN 
EXIT statement following all their other actions. 

The IFO[ Util Break] statement halts the proce
dure. The IF9[ Quit] statement quits from S l.EXE 
back to DOS. Non-number keys are ignored. Any 
number key without a corresponding IFn[ statement 
will bring the procedure to the UTIL GOTO 
BEGINIR statement just before UTIL END; that 
statement takes the procedure back to the menu for 
another choice. 

25.5. Changes in Panel Setup 
During a Procedure 

When changes in panel setup are desired, it is 
generally preferable to create each desired setup in 
PANEL mode and save it as a xx.TST file before 
the procedure generation is begun; then simply 
LOAD the xxTST file to bring in the setup. For 
certain applications it may be desirable to make 
changes in a panel setup as part of a procedure. 
Arrow keystrokes, space bar operations, <+> and 
<Del> keystrokes, and <Enter> keystrokes can be re 
corded in Util Learn mode, just as any other key
stroke. Since the cursor position is not stored [Tom 
test to test, any series of arrow keystrokes to be re
corded in a procedure must be preceded with 
<Ctrl><Home>, which will put the panels in the nor
mal (power-up) reference position with the cursor 
on the generator OUTPUT field. 
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25.5.1. Two-Character Codes to 
Jump to Panel Fields 

Many of the most-used panel fields also have 
two-character mnemonic abbreviations which cause 
the cursor to jump directly to that field when typed 
in PANEL mode. Figure 25-9 is a listing of those 
abbreviations. This same listing can be instantly 
displayed on screen in PANEL mode by pressing 
the <?> key, or is available from the menu via 
HELP PANEL. The two-character method of jump
ing to a field is not only faster than a series of 
arrow keystrokes, but the resulting procedure listing 
is more self-documenting (easier to read and inter
pret). Fields which cannot be directly accessed with 
a two-character code can be reached by jumping to 
the nearest field which has a code, then using arrow 
keys to move to the desired field. 

The most reliable selection of choices from a mul
tiple-choice field is accomplished by first using a 
<Ctrl><Left Arrow> keystroke to jump to the left
most end of the selections. The <+> key can then 
be used to move to the selection, followed by the 
<Enter> key to make the new selection. This tech
nique can guarantee that a particular selection will 
be made, regardless of the previous selection in that 
field. If only the <+> or <Del> keys are used after 
jumping to a field, they will create a relative change 
in the choices rather than an absolute choice. For 
example, assume that it is desired to change the DIS
PLAY field of the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS 
panel to TABULAR. If this panel field was in 
COLOR-GRAPH mode when the procedure was 
generated in UTIL LEARN mode, the keystroke se
quence would be <S><D> <+> <+> <Enter> (jump 
to Sweep Display field, change to the choice two 
items to the right, and select it) . If this procedure is 
later run on a test which was in MONO-GRAPH 
mode, the " two choices to the right from existing 
choice" technique will select DISPLAY NONE. If 
instead the sequence learned is <S><D> <Ctrl Left
Arrow> <+> <+> <Enter>, the selection will be 
TABULAR regardless of the previous choice, since 
the <Ctrl LeftArrow> will always jump the choices 
cursor to the beginning of the line and the <+> <+> 
will always move it two choices to the right. 
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An alternative to two-character codes or arrow 
keystrokes in many applications is the overlay capa
bility described below . 

25.6. Partial Loads (Overlays) to 
Protect Panel Fields 

It is sometimes desirable to maintain certain val
ues from one test to following tests in a procedure. 

An example occurs in compact disc player test
ing. One track on a test disc will contain a refer
ence level track, typically 0 dB (maximum level) at 
1 kHz. Several tests may need to be referred to this 
level, such as quantization distortion, linearity, and 
SIN ratio. Each of these tests would be a separate 
xx.TST file, but it would be preferable to set the an
alyzer dBr REFERENCE value from the reference 
track only once and then retain that dBr REFER
ENCE value through the several tests. 

Another example of overlay use is when desiring 
to make several successive types of distortion tests 
in a procedure on the same device, such as THD+N 
versus amplitude, followed by SMPTE versus ampli 
tude, followed by DIM versus amplitude. Instead of 
going to the effort of selling up three separate tests 
with the appropriate values of impedances, frequen 
cies, sweep limits, graphic coordinates, etc ., the sec
ond and third tests could be set up as nearly-blank 
overlays which specify only generator W A VE
FORM, FREQUENCY , and IMD frequency plus an
alyzer function. When these overlays load follow
ing a properly-set up THD+N test, they will leave 
unchanged all other parameters from the previous 
test. 

The overlay capability of System One permits re
taining earlier-established fields. An overlay file 
(xx.OVL) is identical to a test file (xx.TST) except 
that one or more fields have been "punched out". 
The Load Overlay menu command functions simi
larly to Load Test, but shows only a directory of the 
xx .OVL fields in the current directory. When an 
overlay file is loaded, it leaves unmodified the val 
ues which the previous test had established in those 
"blanked" fields. An earlier-established parameter 
in any field can thus remain through a series of tests 
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MSR I LSB 

Flash Background Color Intensity Foreground Color 

Three Bit Color Code Color 

000 
001 
010 
011 
100 
101 
110 
III 

Black 
Blue 

Green 
Cyan 
Red 

Magenta 
Brown 
White 

Figure 25-10 Overlay Panel Video Attributes 

as long as each of those tests is an overlay with the 
field punched out, rather than a com plete test file 
which specifies every field on every panel. 

25.6.1. Creating Overlays 

An overlay file is created like any other test file, 
by setting all the required conditions with use of the 
cursor. To punch out a field so that it will not mod
ify values established earlier in a sequence of tests, 
put the cursor on the field and press <AIl><P> 
(punch). To restore a previously punched-out field, 
put the cursor on it and press <Enter>. If most of 
the fields on the panels are to be punched out, it 
will be faster to blank the entire set of panels with 
<All><B> (Blank), then to restore only the desired 
fields by putting the cursor on each and pressing 
<Enter:>. To restore all punched-out or blanked 
fields, press <AIl><R> (Restore). When an overlay 
file has been created, the Save Overlay command 
must be used to save it to disk. If Save Test is at
tempted, an error message will result telling you 
that panels with one or more fields punched out can 
only be saved as overlays. 

The Help Overlay command will display the func
tions of the keys used with Overlay mode. 

25.6.2. Appearance of Blanked Fields 

The appearance of a "blanked" or "punched-out" 
field depends on the type of display system used in 
the particular computer. It can be controlled by the 
user within the limits of the display system. When 
System One is loaded normally (by Sl <Enter>, 
with no V command line options), punched-out 
fields will be underlined on a Hercules monochrome 
display system, dark blue on black on an IBM color 
graphics system with color monitor, and dimly visi
ble on a Compaq CGA-compatible monochrome dis
play system. This condition is represented as num
ber 1 (decimal) of a possible 256 conditions. 

Other appearances may be preferable to individ
ual users. On color monitors, the 256 different 
types of appearance are the various combinations of 
eight foreground colors, eight background colors, 
two levels of intensity, and blinking versus steady il
lumination. These combinations are internally con
trolled by an eight-bit word as shown in Figure 25
10. 

For example, an intense red foreground on a 
black background, flashing, would be defined by the 
binary word 10001100 (decimal 140). Non-flashing 
green, normal intensity, on a magenta background 
would be represented as 01010010 (decimal 82). 
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Any desired appearance that you prefer to the nor
mal power-up default can be selected each time you 
load S 1. Type the command line option N# (V 
stands for video) after typing S 1 and before pressing 
<Enter>, where # is the decimal number derived as 
described above. To choose non-flashing,normal in
tensity green on a magenta background for the 
punched-out field appearance, for example, start Sys
tem One software by typing 

SI /v82 <Enter>. 

To view the various combinations on your com
puter, punch out several fields (or blank the entire 
panel with <AIl><B». Then press <AIl><A> 
(Add) to cycle upwards or <AIl><S> (Subtract) to 
cycle downwards through the possibilities. 
<AIl><Z> (Zero) will re-set the video attribute to 
the decimal zero condition. This is blank on mono
chrome monitors and black foreground on black 
background on color monitors. Appearances of par
ticular value on Hercules monochrome systems are 
decimal 0 (blank), decimal 1 (underline), and deci
mal 112 (inverse video). Appearances worth consid
ering on a Compaq display system are 0 (blank), 3 
or 4 (dim), 15 (intense), 131 or 132 (dim flashing), 
135 (normal intensity flashing), and 143 (intense 
flashing). 

25.7. Interrupting or Pausing 
Procedures 

To pause during execution of a procedure, press 
the <FlO> key. <FlO> is a toggle; when pressed 
again, the procedure will resume execution. If it is 
necessary to abort a procedure before it is complete, 
the <Fl> Function Key (generator off, when in 
panel mode) works as a procedure abort key and 
also turns off the generator output. If you wish to 
abort the procedure without turning off the genera
tor, press <AIl><Fl>. If you go into Edit Procedure 
mode after aborting a procedure, the cursor in the 
procedure editor will be at the point where the pro
cedure was interrupted. 
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25.8. Prompts, Pauses, and Delays 

To create a prompting message to the test opera
tor, use Util Prompt and type in the message, termi
nating it with an <Esc>. For example: 

UTILPROMPT 
SET FADER TO 40 DB AND PRESS 
ENTER KEY WHEN READY <Esc>. 

When the procedure is executed , the message 
will display on the screen and the procedure will 
pause until the operator presses the <Enter> or 
<Esc> key. Do not use a semi-colon as part of a 
prompt message; the semi-colon is reserved in the 
System One editor to set apart remarks from the in
structions which will be acted upon. 

A pause (until operator presses the <Enter> or 
<Esc> key) can be inserted at any desired place in a 
procedure by inserting an <FlO> key operation. 
When the procedure is executed, it will pause at that 
point until <Enter> or <Esc> is pressed. This pause 
can be inserted for operator input; for example, the 
operator can be asked to insert a filename or other 
information needed by the system to continue with 
the procedure. 

A procedure can load a test, go to PANEL mode, 
move to a numeric entry or multiple choice field 
using two-character mnemonic commands or key
strokes, and then insert <FlO> . When this proce
dure is executed, it will pause at that point for the 
operator to enter a new value or choice (or signify 
approval of the existing choice by pressing <Enter>. 

See the sections Creating a Form to be Filled In 
and Storing Data in Subdirectories, below, for exam
ples of how pause and operator input might be used . 

A specified time delay between other actions of a 
procedure may be created in a procedure by use of 
the Util Delay command from the menu. For exam
ple, the keystroke sequence <U><D>3 <Enter> will 
cause a 3 second delay at the point in a procedure 
where it is executed. 
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25.9. De-Bugging Procedures by 
Single Stepping 

Like other forms of computer instructions, proce
dures may not always do what their creator intended 
and must be de-bugged. It is frequenLly difficult to 
de-bug procedures because many actions Lake place 
too fast to be observed, especially with faster com
puters such as AT and 386 compatibles. Procedures 
may be operated in a single-step mode by first start
ing the procedure, pressing <FlO>, then single-step
ping by repeatedly pressing <AlL><FIO>. This will 
cause the procedure to be executed step by step. In
formation which was typed in from the keyboard, 
such as operator prompts and file names to be 
loaded, will execute character by character as 
<AlL><FIO> is pressed. A procedure may be edited 
for de-bugging by inserting an /FlO at the desired 
point to pause, after which manual <AlL><FIO> op
erations from the keyboard will cause single steps. 
Normal procedure operation can be resumed by 
pressing the <FlO> key. 

25.10. Creating a Form to be Filled In 

It is possible for a procedure to include a form to 
be filled in by the operator with information such as 
operator's name, serial number of the device under 
test, or any other desired information. The form can 
be saved or printed out with an error file at the end 
of a procedure. Such a form is created by first sav
ing an empty Comments file, then using the Edit 
Comments capability, with pauses for the operator 
to fill out the items. 

An example will assume that the operator's name 
and device serial number is the data to be saved in a 
file which will later be printed as a header to the 
error file. To save the empty Comments file, first 
use Edit Comments to check whether there is cur
renLly any text in the comments buffer. If there is, 
delete it using the <F6> key. When you have an 
empty buffer, save it with an appropriate file name 
such as NULL.TXT by the sequence <Esc> Save 
Comments NULL <Enter>; the system will automat
ically supply the xx.TXT extension. Then, presum

PROCEDUREv2.10 
LOAD COMMENT NULL/R 
EDIT COMMENT 
TEST DATA, MODEL 123 POWER AMPLIFIER /R 
OPERATOR NAME: /FIO/R 
AMPLIFIER SERIAL NUMBER: /FIO/R 
(E 

SAVE COMMENT HEADER/RY 

UTIL END 


Figure 25-11 Procedure for Operator Entry of infor
mation 

ably at the beginning of generating a procedure in 
the Util Learn mode, create the steps shown in 
Figure 25-11. 

The /FlO is the indication of use of the pause 
key. When the procedure runs, it will pause after 
typing that line of the form on the screen. When 
the operator responds by typing in his or her name 
followed by <Enter>, the next line will be written to 
the screen. The IE after the second operator-input 
line takes the system back to the menu for the com
ments file to be saved under the name 
HEADER. TXT. The character Y following the !R 
(retWTI, or enter) symbol is the necessary YES re
sponse to the system, giving permission to over
write the existing file named HEADER.TXT. This 
will be necessary each time the procedure runs fol
lowing the first time. 

The remainder of the procedure then follows, in
cluding all test file loading and saving. For the ex
ample, assume that at the end of the procedure we 
wish to print out the header generated above, fol
lowed by the error file which we will assume is ti
tled ERRORS.TXT. After the last test of the proce
dure is run, the final steps could then be: 

DOS COpy HEADER.TXT PRN 

DOS COPY ERRORS.TXT PRN 

The DOS COPY command, frequenLly used to 
copy files between disk directories, can also copy a 
file to a printer. PRN is the standard designation 
for the printer. 

http:PROCEDUREv2.10
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25.11. Control of External Devices 

To more fully automate a test, it may be desir
able to control some device external to System One 
during a procedure. The device under test may it
self be controllable (a remotely can traIled tape re
corder, for example), or it may be desirable to con
trol power to a circuit board, change the value of 
load resistance on a power amplifier, etc. If you 
have the DCX-127 module, it has three 8-bit ports 
for external device contra\. If your computer has an 
unused parallel port, it may be used as a control 
port in applications where up to eight binary lines 
will satisfy the need. 

The addresses of the DCX-I27 output ports are 
A, B, and C. They may be cantraIled in paralleled 
fashion from the DCX-127 software panel, or writ
ten to during a procedure from the Util Out com
mand. See the DCX-127 chapter for more infonna
tion. 

The address of the parallel pan (also oflen re
ferred to as the printer port or Centronics port) on 
IBM PCs and compatibles is either decimal 888, 
632, or 956. A schematic diagram of the pin con
nections of the paraIlel port is shown in Figure 25
12. 

The Util Out command may be used to control 
the logic levels of any of the eight lines by writing 
the appropriate (decimal) word to the port. If your 
paralJel port address is 956, for example, the com
mand 

lITil.. OUT 956,0 <Enter> 

will reset all eight lines to logic zero. To tum on 
the least significant bit (data 0), use 

UTil.. OlIT 956,1 <Enter>. 

To tum on the fourth-from-least and next-to-least 
significant bils (data 3 and data 1) simultaneously, 
send 

UTil.. OUT 956,10 <Enter>. 
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DATA LINE CONNECTOR PIN 

0 2 
3 

2 4 
3 5 
4 6 
5 7 
6 8 
7 9 

grounds 18 thru 25 

Figure 25-12 Pin Connections, Parallel Port 

Eight logic lines can thus be individually con
trolled from a parallel port, or low-power relay coils 
can be driven directly from the LSlTL-compatible 
lines of the parallel pan. If more than eight control 
states are required, the 8-bit word could be exter
nally decoded to provide up to 256 states. 

For more complex applications, or where no 
spare parallel port is available, several manufactur
ers make plug-in circuit cards for the IBM PC and 
compatibles which have relays or logic circuits con
trollable from the computer for interfacing with ex
ternal devices. The Util Out menu command per
mils writing any data word to any pon in the com
puter. Documentation furni shed with the 
manufacturer's interface card should teli at what ad
dress the card is located, and what data words are 
necessary to produce the card's various output condi 
tions. 

Util Out is the one menu command which does 
not return to the menu level immediately after com
pletion, in order to allow several consecutive com
mands in rapid sequence. 

CAUTION: 

Viii Out must be used with caution; acci
dentally specifying an address port which is 
used by a hard disk drive or other critical 
component, or by System One itself, and 
writing to that port, could cause serious 
malfunction of the computer or damage to 
System One. 
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25.12. Inserting DOS Commands in 
a Procedure 

Many functions can be performed from DOS, 
such as copying, erasing, moving, or re-naming 
files, printing to a serial or parallel printer, etc. The 
DOS menu command was created to let any of 
those commands be inserted in a procedure. An ex
ample of a DOS command could be a batch file to 
print an error file at the end of a procedure, then 
erase the error file from disk so that the same error 
file name can be used the next time the procedure 
runs. If the error file is named ERRORFIL, the 
batch file (created under Edit Comments or with an
other editor) would look like this: 

COpy ERRORFIL.TXT PRN 
ERASE ERRORFIL.TXT 

Save this batch file under a name such as 
PRINERAS .BA T. Then, for the last line of the pro
cedure, use 

DOS PRINERASIR 

Running another program as part of a procedure 
will also be done via the DOS command. A com
mon example would be in using an IEEE-488 inter
face card to control another instrument such as a dc 
power supply . The IEEE-488 control codes and 
data processing code could be written in Microsoft 
BASIC (BASICA). Another example would be run
ning a BASIC program to do smoothing or averag
ing on an ASCII data file (xx.DAT file type) just 
saved from a preceding test. In either case, the test 
step is included in a procedure by the command 

DOS BASICA filenamelR 

DOS commands may also be used in conjunction 
with operator input (during a procedure pause) re
quired to complete the DOS command; see the sec
tion Storing Data in Subdirectories, below, for an ex
ample. 

25.13. limits, Error Files, and Data 
Management 

Procedures will commonly be used to link a se
ries of xx.TST files which have upper and/or lower 
limits attached and an error file specified. Thought 
must be given to how the organization using System 
One wishes to manage their test data during proce- . 
dures. It is possible to save all data from all tests, 
to save all data from certain tests but not others, and 
to save only out-of-limits data from some or all 
tests. A caution is in order; it may be appealing to 
consider saving all test data for possible later statisti
cal analysis, but a test system of System One's 
speed can amass huge amounts of data in a short 
time if testing is comprehensive and the unit volume 
is high. Even 20 megabyte hard disks can become 
filled in a few days at realistic unit volumes if some 
thought is not given to the relative utility of differ
ent sorts of data. A good solution may be to test 
quite comprehensively in order to assure product 
quality, to print on paper (but not save on disk) any 
out-of-Iimits measurements to serve as a failure tag 
for the people who will repair the unit to meet speci
fications, and to then save to disk only a limited 
summary of final test data on every unit for possible 
later statistical analysis. 

As noted in the ACCEPTANCE TEST LIMITS 
chapter beginning on page 1, out-of-limits informa
tion is appended to any specified error file each 
time a test is run . A useful application of this fea
ture is to name the same error file for every test in a 
procedure. At the completion of execution of the 
procedure, the error file can then be printed as a 
complete record of the unit's qUality. Tests which 
were passed are documented by the test name, date 
and time of testing, and a message that all values 
were within limits. Since it would probably nOl be 
desirable for this error file to continuously grow by 
appending data from unit after unit, the procedure 
will probably make use of the DOS menu command 
and DOS commands to erase any existing file at the 
beginning of a procedure. 
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MKDlR C:\TESTFfLE\% I 
CHDIR C:\TESTFILE\% I 

Figure 25-13 DOS Batch File to Name and Change 
Subdirectories 

25.13.1. Storing Data in 
Subdirectories 

If it is desired to save lest or error files on disk, 
but to keep the daLa from the tested unilS separate 
from one another, it is possible to use DOS sub-di
recLOry naming and changing commands LO create a 
separate sub-direcLOry for each unit tested. The sub
directory may be named wiLh the serial number of 
the unit (up to eight characters); each sub-directory 
may Lhen conLain error files, daLa files, or lest files 
wiLh identical names to other sub-directories, identi
fiable by the sub-directory in which they are lo
cated. To operate in Lhis manner, a DOS batch file 
(.BAT file type) must be created and System One's 
DOS menu command will be used in conjunction 
wiLh operaLOr input during a pause. As an example, 
use the Edit Comments capability to create Lhe file 
shown in Figure 25-13. 

The first line is Lhe DOS Make Directory com
mand (MKDIR); this example assumes a hard-disk
based syslem, and also assumes Lhat a first-level sub
directory named TESTFILE has been created in Lhe 
root directory of disk C; see your DOS manual for 
more deLails. The \% 1 following TESTFILE tells 
DOS to create a second-level subdirectory under the 
first-level subdirectory TESTFILE. The %1 symbol 
is a substitution command to DOS, telling it to use 
the next item on the command line, following the 
batch file name, in place of Lhe %1 symbol. 

If this baLCh file is named NEWSERIL.BAT, for 
example, and you type from DOS 

NEWSERIL ABCDE <Enler> 

DOS will create a new subdirecLOry under TESTF
ILE called ABCDE. The full path name specifica
tion of this new subdirectory would be C:\TESTF
ILE\ABCDE. The second line of Lhe batch file is 
the DOS Change Directory command (CHDIR). It 

tells DOS to change Lhe current directory LO \TESTF
ILE\ABCDE, since the % 1 symbol will again be re
placed by the characlers which were typed in follow
ing the batch file name. Save Lhis batch file by se
lecting or typing Save Comment and furnishing 
NEWSERIL.BA T <Enter> as Lhe file name. To test 
ilS function, use Lhe XDOS command to exit from 
System One temporarily. At Lhe system prompt (as
suming for the sake of example that you are in the 
root directory of a hard disk based system and that 
you have already created a first level subdirectory 
named TESTFILE by using the MKDIR command), 
type: 

NEWSERIL 12345 <Enler> 

On screen, you should see the following (if the 
DOS command PROMPT $L$P$G has been exe
cuted so that the DOS prompt displays the current 
subdirecLOry along with the default disk drive desig
nation): 

C: MKDIR C:\TESTFfLE\12345 

C: CHOIR C:\TESTFILE\I2345 

C:\TESTFILE\12345> 

The Lhird line indicates Lhat Lhe new directory is 
now Lhe current directory. 

Type EXIT <Enter> to move back into System 
One software, and create a procedure which will use 
this batch file. Either Util Learn to record key
strokes, or Edit Procedure can be used to create a 
procedure as shown in Figure 25-14. 

PROCEDUREv2.IO 
UTIL PROMPT/R 

PRESS <ENTER> KEY /R 
TYPE IN SERIAL NUMBER/R 
OF UNIT TO BE TESTED/R 
THEN PRESS <ENTER> KEY 

AGAIN/E 
DOS NEWSERIL /FIO/R 
LOAD TEST C:\TESTFILE\TESTSTD/R 
/F9/E 
SAVE TESTFINALTST/R 

Figure 25-14 Procedure to Create Subdirectory from 
Serial Number 
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This example assumes that you have already cre
ated a test called TESTSTD.TST which is stored in 
thc \TESTFILE subdirectory, that you wish to run 
that test on each unit of a series of production items 
to bc tcsted, and that you wish a permanent record 
of that tcst (renamed to FINALTST.TST so as not 
to confuse it with the original setup) in a subdirec
tory whose name is the serial number of the unit. 
Any .L1M, .EQ, .SWP, etc . files used must also be 
stored in the \TESTFILE directory . Furthermore, 
this subdirectory must be specified along with the 
xx .L1M, xx.SWP, etc ., file name when the Names 
menu command is used . You must thus type 

Names Lower \TESTFILE\AMPLOW 
<Enter> 

rather than the usual practice of selecting Names 
Lower, using the cursor to highlight the desired 
limit file name, and pressing <Enter>. The total 
length of the filename and directory names, includ
ing backslashes, cannot exceed 26 characters. If the 
backslash and dircctory name is not used, the sys
tem will look for the limit file in the newly-estab
lished subdirectory, not find it, and halL with an 
crror message. This example is simplified; a realis
tic application might perform a number of tests and 
store a number of sets of results and/or error files in 
the subdirectory. 

The procedure works like this: the operator will 
be prompted to enter the unit serial number; the first 
requested operation of the enter key is to erase the 
prompt and get ready to accept the serial number. 
The DOS NEWSERIL /FlO causes the system to 
pause, waiting for operator input, to complete the 
command line. If the operator types in B010237 
<Enter> , the batch file NEWSERIL.BAT then runs 
with B010237 as the value to substitute for the %1 
symbols. A new subdirectory named B010237 will 
be created in the TESTFILE first level subdirectory. 
That new subdirectory will be made the current di
rectory. System One will load the test TESTSTD 
(plus any specified .L1M, .SWP, and .EQ files) from 
the TESTFILE directory. The test will be run and 
the setup and results saved. Since the Save Test 
command specifics no path name, the test will be 
saved in the current directory (\TESTF
ILE\BO 10237). 

When the procedure is run again and a new serial 
number entered by the operator, the process will be 
repealed . The tesl TESTSTD and associated .SWP, 
.EQ, .L1M, etc. files will always be drawn from the 
TESTFILE directory, if the path name is explicitly 
designated. 

The batch file NEWSERIL.BAT must be located 
in a directory which has its path designated in a 
path command typed in at system startup or (prefera
bly) executed as part of an AUTOEXEC.BAT file, 
so that the system knows where to look for it even 
though the current directory is being changed every 
time the procedure is run. The PATH command is 
a DOS command to tell the system which other di
rectories to search for an executable program if that 
program is not located in the current directory. If 
NEWSERIL.BAT is stored in a first level direc tory 
called UTILITY, for example, the path command 
typed or included in AUTOEXEC.BAT would be: 

PATH C:\UTILlTY; 

25.14. System Startup With 
Procedure Running 

A procedure name can be typed following S 1 
when starting System One from DOS; the result will 
be System One loading the procedure and executing 
it, with no operator actions required to start the pro
cedure. This capability can be incorporated into an 
AUTOEXEC.BAT file and System One will run a 
procedure automatically when the computer is 
turned on. See the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM 
SOFTWARE START-UP PROCESS chapter for 
more details. 

25.15. Continuously-Running 
Procedures 

In a production test application, it is often desir
able for a procedure to repeat continuously as the 
items to be tested flow across the test station. A 
continuously-recycling procedure is created either 
by inserting <R> <P> (Run Procedure) as the last 
step of a procedure, immediately before the Util 
End, or by using a UTIL GOTO command at that 
point with the line label of the first I ine of the proce· 
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dure. A continuously-running procedure would nor
mally start with either an operator prompt or a 
pause (/FlO), requiring an <Enter> key operation 
from the operator to signify that the next device to 
be tested has been connected and is ready to go. 

25.16. Sig nal-to-Noise Ratio Tests in 
Procedures 

A signal-to-noise ratio test in panel mode is 
straightforward; supply the specified generator am
plitude to the input of the device under test (or REG
ULATION mode to automatically adjust input am
plitude until a specified value of output is obtained 
from the device under test), press <F4> to establish 
the analyzer dBr REF level at the present value, 
turn the generator off, and read the analyzer level 
(in dBr) for the signal to noise ratio. A variation on 
this technique can be created as a xx.TST file to in
sert in a procedure. 

First, set up the System One generator panel to 
provide the desired signal frequency and amplitude 
to create the reference level for sin testing. Select 
the AMPLITUDE mode of the main voltmeter, and 
select the desired analyzer band limiting filters and 
detector; 8 readings per second is appropriate for 
bandwidths down to 20 Hz. Set the SWEEP DEFI
NITIONS panel with GEN NONE selected at 
SOURCE-I. Select dBr for the display units. 
SA VE this TEST under an appropriate name (let's 
assume SIGNOIRA). Now, create a procedure as 
shown in Figure 25-15. 

Note that this technique produces a negative num
ber; an 80 dB sin ratio will be displayed as -80 dBr. 
Thus, if you wish to establish -75 dB as the mini
mum sin ratio acceptable, you must create the upper 
limit file as -75 dBr. 

PROCEDUREv2.lO 
LOAD TEST SIGNOIRAJR 
/F4/F1(F9!E 
UTILEND 

Figure 25-15 Signal to Noise Ratio Measurement 
Procedure 
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26. REGULATION 

26.1. Introduction 

Many audio measurements are made by fre 
quency sweeps at a constant stimulus amplitude to 

the dev ice under test. Sometimes, however, it is 
necessary to vary the amplitude of the stimulus at 
each different frequency in order to produce the de
sired output conditions from the device under test 
for measurement of some parameter. Examples in
clude: 

· 	measuring power bandwidth: the power out
put from a power amplifier at a specified dis
tortion percentage across the audio spectrum 

measuring distortion of a power amplifier at 
its rated power output across the audio spec
trum, even though the frequency response is 
not perfectly flat and the power output would 
thus not be held constant during a sweep at 
constant generator amplitude 

• making broadcast proof-of-performance mea
surements, which require measuring the fre
quency response and distortion of a broadcast 
transmitter at a constant modulation percent
age at all frequencies (even though the trans
mitter has imperfect frequency response and 
may also employ pre-emphasis) 

measuring the frequency response of a micro
phone at constant sound pressure level, even 
though practical loudspeakers and acoustical 
measurement chambers produce varying 
sound pressure levels at different frequencies 

• measuring MOL (maximum output level): the 
output level at which an analog tape recorder 
and tape produce 3% distortion across the 
audio frequency range 

• measuring SOL (saturated output level) : the 
maximum output available from magnetic 
tape across the audio frequency range 

Still other measurements involve varying the gen
erator frequency as a function of measurements to 

determine a key point on the amplitude-frequency 
characteristic of a device under test. Examples in
clude: 

• determining the center frequency (maximum 
response point) of a bandpass filter such as 
one section of an equalizer 

determining the center frequency (maximum 
rejection point) of a notch or bandreject filter 

• determining a specific point such as the lower 
-3 dB or upper -3 dB response point of an am
plifier 

Such measurements can be difficult and time-con
suming with manual test equipment or automatic 
equipment not fitted with the special software fea
tures necessary to automate these tests. 

System One's REGULATION mode permits 
these tests to be made automaticall y. 

26.2. Regulation Concept 

REGULATION is essentially a software servo
mechanism. Each time a regulation cycle is man
ually triggered by operation of the <Ctrl><F3> key 
or automatically triggered at each SOURCE-l step 
during a sweep, the generator amplitude (or fre
quency, as selected) will be automatically adjusted 
by the software in an attempt to bring a specified 
measured output parameter of the device under test 
to a specified value. 

26.3. Regulation Panel 

The REGULAnON panel of System One per
mits such measurements to be set up and run auto
matically, without tedious operator adjustments. 
The REGULATION panel is shown in Figure 26-1. 

26-1 
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Ctrl-F3 SWEEP ~ 

REGULAT ION====:7"""''==, 

ENABLE OFF 

REGULATE ANLR LEVEL I!mD RDNG 
TO 1.000 V WdBIII dBu dBV dBr W 

BY VARYING GEN AMPL rwII! FREQ 
HI BOUND 6.650 
LO BOUrtD 1.000 

V 
IIIV WdBIII dBu dBV dBr W 

OPERATIOrt 
STEP SIZE 

LINEAR 
+3.01 dB +NORMAL -NORMAL ~ MAXIMUM MINIMUM 

ITERATIONS 30 

Figure 26-1 REGULA nON Mode Panel 

The ENABLE line permils selection of manual or 
aUlomatic (sweep) means of Lriggering REGULA
TION mode, or lurning the mode OFF. If <Ctrl
F3> or SWEEP modes are selecled, regulation may 
be manually lriggered by pressing <Crrl><F3>. 
Regulalion will be aULOmalically lriggered al every 
SOURCE-I slep in a sweep by selecting SWEEP. 

The fields following REGULATE permil selec
lion of the analyzer LEVEL volLmeler or the READ
ING vollmeler (RDNG) as the analyzer-measured 
parameter to be regulaled. The targel numeric value 
al which the parameter is to be regulaled (excepl for 
MAXIMUM and MINIMUM algorithms), in the 
unilS desired, is enlered after TO on the next line. 

The field following BY VARYING GEN permits 
seleclion of generator AMPL or FREQ as the param
eter to be aUlomalical1y varied. 

The HI BOUND and LO BOUND fields permit 
selling boundaries oUlside which the generator am
plitude or frequency will not be taken by the sofl
ware while attempting lO regulate the parameler. 
Selling these bounds is a safety facLOr for devices 

such as high-power AM rransmillers. Selling 
bounds may also be necessary lO prohibil excursions 
into noise-limiled or other undesired areas, or lo pre
vent location of other maxima or minima when 
searching for a specificlly-known maximum or mini
mum response point. 

26.4. Regulation Algorithms 

The selections on the OPERATION line deler
mine the search algorithm which is used LO arrive at 
the targel value of the regulaled parameter: 

• 	LINEAR assumes a linear relationship be
tween generator amplitude or frequency and 
lhe output parameter of the device to be regu
lated. This is normally a good assumption 
when regulating by varying generator ampli
tude in order to hold an oUlput amplitude pa
rameter constant while testing a linear device 
under test such as an amplifier (nol a compres
sor or expander). Linear mode will not nor
mally be used when varying generaLOr fre
quency, since few devices (other than F-to-V 
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converters) have output amplitude characteris
tics which are linear functions of input fre
quency . 

The LINEAR function regulation cycle 
starts at the GENERATOR panel AMPLI
TUDE, or the generator amplitude which pro
duced regulation at the previous point in a 
sweep. It measures the amount by which the 
specified parameter deviates from the target 
value, and adjusts the generator amplitude by 
exactly that deviation. The LINEAR algo
rithm thus does not use the STEP SIZE param
eter of the REGULATION panel. If the de
vice is linear and the first measurement was 
not noise-limited, the LINEAR function will 
arrive at the target value in a single step. If 
the device is not exactly linear and the target 
value does not result from the first step, fur
ther iterations will be made with the ampli
tude being adjusted by the amount of devia
tion from the target on the previous measure
ment. LINEAR is the recommended mode to 
use in testing a broadcast transmitter at a con
stant, specified modulation value across the 
band. LINEAR is also recommended when 
testing power amplifiers at constant power 
across the spectrum. LINEAR would also be 
used to maintain constant sound pressure 
level in an artificial voice or acoustical test 
chamber, by using the output of a reference 
(flat response) microphone as the parameter 
to be regulated. 

• 	+NORMAL does not assume linearity be
tween generator amplitude or frequency and 
the measured parameter to be regulated. It 
does assume that increasing generator ampli
tude or frequency will increase the measured 
parameter and decreasing generator amplitude 
or frequency will decrease the parameter, but 
not necessarily linearly. This is typiCally the 
relationship at moderate-to-high signal levels 
between signal amplitude and distortion in an 
analog tape recorder, for example. It is also 
the typical relationship between generator fre
quency and output amplitude when testing a 
bandpass filter below its peak response point, 

or testing an amplifier in its low-frequency re
gion to determine its lower -3 dB response 
point. 

Like LINEAR mode, +NORMAL mode 
starts from the generator amplitude (or fre
quency) setting or the previous regulated 
point in a sweep. If the initial measured 
value of the parameter to be regulated is 
below the target, the generator amplitude (or 
frequency) will be increased by the STEP 
SIZE and the parameter measured again. If 
still below the target value, the generator am
plitude or frequency will again be increased 
by the STEP SIZE. At the first step where 
the measured parameter exceeds the target 
value, the generator amplitude or frequency 
will be decreased by one-half the previous 
step size and the direction of change will be 
reversed. A binary search continues, with the 
step size cutting in half each step and the di
rection of generator amplitude or frequency 
change reversing each time the measured pa
rameter crosses the target value until success
ful regulation is achieved. +NORMAL is the 
recommended algorithm for holding distortion 
at a constant value in tape recorders and in 
most electronics devices operating near their 
clipping level. 

• 	-NORMAL is a similar algorithm to +NOR
MAL, except that it assumes that the mea
sured parameter decreases as generator ampli
tude or frequency increases. This is a typical 
behavior for distortion measurements (espe
cially wideband measurements such as 
THD+N) in electronic devices in the lower 
portions of their dynamic range, where they 
are commonly noise-limited. It is typical of 
the output-amplitude-vs-input-frequency char
acteristic of bandpass filters above their maxi
mum response frequency, and of amplifiers at 
high frequencies, as when determining the 
upper -3 dB point. 

• MAXIMUM and MINIMUM algorithms do 
not use the target number and units entered on 
the "TO" line below REGULATE, but instead 
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control the generator amplitude or frequency 
so as to maximize or minimize the measured 
parameter specified on the REGULATE line. 

Both MAXIMUM and MIN1MUM modes 
start each cycle of regulation from the LO 
BOUND generator amplitude or frequency 
value. In MAXIMUM mode. for example. 
the generator amplitude or frequency will be 
increased by the specified STEP SIZE as long 
as the measured value also increases. If the 
measured value goes through a peak and 
starts to fall off, the direction of generator am
plitude or frequency change reverses and the 
step size is cut in half. These half-size steps 
continue until the measured value again goes 
through a peak and starts decreasing, at which 
time the direction of change again reverses 
and the step size is again cut in half. This pro
cess will continue until the number of peak 
crossings equals the value entered into the IT
ERA TIONS field at the bottom of the panel. 
If the minimum generator amplitude or fre
quency resolution is reached before the peak 
crossings equals the ITERATIONS val ue, the 
search will also end. MINIMUM mode 
works similarly except that the algorithm ex
pects decreasing measurements as the norm. 
It thus reverses direction and cuts step size in 
half when it passes a minimum in the mea
surement and the measured value starts to in
crease. 

MAXIMUM is the algorithm to use in deter
mining saturated output level (SOL) from 
magnetic tape. It is also the mode, while vary
ing generator frequency. to locate the resonant 
frequency of a bandpass filter. MINIMUM 
can be used to determine the minimum 
THD+N point of an amplifier, where it be
comes noise-limited at lower amplitudes and 
distortion-limited at higher amplitudes. In 
many amplifiers, this point lies just below the 
threshold of clipping. MINIMUM, when vary
ing generator frequency, will locate the fre
quency of maximum rejeclion of a notch 
(band-reject) filter. 
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In both MAXIMUM and MINIMUM 
modes, a value of 5 is a good starting point 
for ITERATIONS. Values as low as 3 may 
work satisfactorily. Depending on how well 
known the location of the maximum or mini
mum is when the test is set up, test speed may 
be oplimized by using a large value for STEP 
SIZE and increasing ITERATIONS to a value 
as high as 7 to assure that the peak or dip is 
accurately located. 

STEP SIZE defines the size of amplitude or fre
quency steps the generator will take in +NORMAL, 
-NORMAL, MAXIMUM, or MINIMUM modes as 
it begins its search at the beginning of each new reg
ulation cycle. 

ITERATIONS limits the maximum number of 
REGULATION attempt steps the generator will 
make at any SOURCE-l value before exiting the 
search and moving on to the next SOURCE-l step. 
With LINEAR mode, only a single step or a few it
erations are normally needed. In MAXIMUM and 
MINIMUM modes, values from 3 to 7 are typically 
appropriate. In other modes, particularly when the 
starting value is far removed from the final target, 
many iterations may be required and the panel set
ting should be increased from its normal default. 

26.5. Success In Regulation 

The search algorithms will exit their search, plot 
the data, and move on to the next SOURCE-l step 
(assuming SWEEP mode) when the specified param
eter has been brought to the numerical target, plus 
or minus the TOLERANCE value for that parameter 
on the SWEEP SEITLING panel. If, for example, 
THD+N is the parameter being regulated, 2% has 
been set as the target value, and the THD+N TOL
ERANCE on the SETTLING panel is 5%, the algo
rithm defines success as arriving at a measured 
value between 1.9% and 2.1 % THD-t-N. 

Success may not be achieved for a number of rea
sons. If success cannot be reached, the computer 
will signify its problem with a double "beep", will 
plot the data but write a "u" (for Unregulated) in 
the lower horizontal margin of the graph or display 
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"UNREGULATED" next to the data in a table, and 
move to the next frequency (if in SWEEP mode). 
"UNREGULATED" will also be wrillen imo an 
error file if one has been named. Reasons for fail 
ure to regulate include: 

. 	Not reaching regulation within the number of 
allempts (steps) specified in the ITERA
TIONS field 

Hilling the HI BOUND or LO BOUND value 
twice during a search 

. 	Bracketing the specified target value of the pa
rameter to be regulated when changing the 
generator amplitude or frequency by the mini
mum generator resolution available. 

When using REGULATION mode with noisy sig
nals, regulation may sometimes be achieved but a 
value then displayed which is outside the regulation 
tolerance. This is due to the fact that the displayed 
value (if the regulated parameter is also being dis
played) is the following reading obtained from the 
hardware after regulation is achieved . When mak
ing MOL measurements on eassellc tape recorders, 
for example, the sample-to-sample variation may 
cause the next reading after regulation to be outside 
the tolerance bounds on the regulated parameter. If 
the UNREGULATED flag did not appear, it can be 
assumed that regulation was successfully achieved. 

26.6. Setting Up A Regulation Test 

It is frequently most productive to use the manual 
«Ctrl><F3» trigger mode during REGULATION 
test setup. It is also helpful to have the GENERA
TOR panel, ANALYZER panel, and the REGULA
TION panel simultaneously visible during setup. 
This panel arrangement is accomplished by starting 
from the usual GENERATOR-ANALYZER
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel layout, putting 
the cursor on the SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS 
panel, and operating <Ctrl><PgDn> until the REGU
LATION panel appears in the right-hand section of 
the screen. 

First select the analyzer measurement function 
(THD+N, AIv1PLITUDE, etc .). After making the 
initial settings for the parameter to be regulated and 
its value, generator AIv1PL or FREQ to be varied, 
the HI and LO BOUNDS, algorithm type selection 
(+NORMAL vs LINEAR, etc.), STEP SIZE, and IT
ERATIONS, select <Ctrl><F3> mode on the EN
ABLE line and press the <Ctrl> and the <F3> func
tion keys simultaneously. Assuming generator am
plitude is being varied, dual cursors will appear on 
the GENERATOR AIv1PLITUDE field and the se
lected analyzer parameter display field, and you can 
watch the algorithm search for the target value. 
You may wish to enter a value of several hundred 
milliseconds in the SEITLING DELAY field of the 
S\VEEP SEITLING panel in order to slow down 
the operation for easy visual monitoring. Watching 
the operation gives a good feel for REGULATION 
mode and can quickly show incorrectly-set parame
ters such as improper generator amplitude bounds. 
When you are satisfied with regulation in 
<Ctrl><F3> mode at two or three key frequencies, 
you may wish to go to SWEEP mode and try a full
range frequency sweep. (Don't forget to reset the 
settling delay to a short value for fastest testing). 

The diskelle of sample tests and procedures in
cludes tests using REGULATION mode. These 
may be examined and used to gain experience with 
REGULATION function. The REGULATION 
mode tests include: 

• 	FREQ-CON.TST for frequency response of 
broadcast transmillers at constant modulation 
percentage 

• 	GAIN.TST for measuring gain or loss of de
vices at a 0 dBu output level 

• 	DIST-PWR.TST for measuring distortion ver
sus frequency at a constant output power from 
an amplifier 

• 	PWR-BAND.TST for measuring the power 
bandwidth of an amplifier (power versus fre
quency at a constant distortion percentage) 
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26.7. Data Display 

The parameters to be displayed during a sweep 
test are selected at DATA-l and DATA-2 of the 
SWEEP (F9) DEFINITIONS panel as in any other 
test. Note that the parameter being regulated does 
not necessarily need to be graphed. For a tape re
corder example, it may be desired to plot tape re
corder output amplitude as DATA-l and generator 
amplitude as DAT A-2 while using regulation mode 
to assure that these measurements are made at the 
3% THD+N point across the audio range. 

Generator amplitude is a selectable display pa
rameter as the DATA-lor DATA-2 value. The gen
erator amplitude may be displayed as AMPL or IN
V AMP. AMPL produces a conventional plot of gen
erator amplitude, while INV AMP plots the genera
tor amplitude in dBr units. The INV AMP mode is 
useful in applications such as measuring broadcast 
transmitter frequency response at constant modula
tion percentage. In this and similar cases when the 
device-under-test output is deliberately held con
stant, the response of the device-under-test is the in
verse of the generator amplitude required to produce 
constant output amplitude across the frequency 
range. INV AMP thus produces a conventional fre
quency response plot. 
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27. TESTING SPEED 

Testing speed is affected by many factors, most 
of which are under the control or influence of the 
person setting up the tests and the system. 

27.1. Time Per Step 

Time per measurement point (step) varies with a 
number of parameters. 

DISPLA Y NONE is faster than graphic or 
table display. DISPLAY MONO-GRAPH or 
DISPLA Y COLOR-GRAPH is usually faster 
than DISPLAY TABLE unless the test con
sists of a very small number of points, in 
which case the time required to draw the grid 
may cause graphic display to be slower than 
tabular. 

• FAST mode of generator frequency control is 
faster than HIGH-ACCURACY mode. 

• THD+N and SMPTE measurements take 
longer to settle than amplitude, frequency, or 
phase measurements. 

• All measurements take longer at low frequen
cies. 

• Specifying fewer SAMPLES and looser TOL
ERANCE values on the SWEEP SETTLING 
panel will speed tests. The EXPONENTIAL 
settling algorithm "window" shape will nor
mally produce faster tests than the FLAT 
choice. Increasing the value of RESOLU
TION may speed tests when very small val
ues are being measured. 

Using both DATA-l and DATA-2 to take two 
sets of data in a sweep may add only a small 
increase in time compared to a single-parame
ter-sweep of the slower of the two measure
ments. The result is faster than running two 
separate tests, each with one DATA parame
ter. For example, since THD+N is usually the 

slowest measurement, a second DATA line 
for LEVEL can usually be added to a THD+N 
test with negligible speed penalty. 

With instruments with serial number SYS 1
20300 or higher, stereo amplitude measure
ments can be made much faster in 2-CHAN
NEL mode (READING and LEVEL assigned 
to DAT A-I and DA TA-2) than by using the 
STEREO mode, which uses only one voltme
ter and makes two successive sweeps. 

FIXED range is faster than AUTO range. In 
AUTO range mode, when the measured signal 
amplitude moves outside its present 6 dB 
"window", the analyzer input gain or attenua
tion is changed. When the signal is removed, 
the instrument autoranges to its most sensitive 
range. When the signal is restored, the instru
ment autoranges back to the most sensitive 
range which will not clip signal peaks at the 
present level. Depending upon reading rate, 
this up-ranging and down-ranging can take 
many hundreds of milliseconds or even sec
onds at low frequencies. If the maximum pos
sible signal amplitude is known in advance, 
tests can be saved with the fixed range se
lected which will safely handle that maxim um 
amplitude and significantly faster operation 
will result. However, if the signal amplitude 
should increase above the fixed range maxi
mum, clipping can occur with serious mea
surement errors resulting. See the AN
AL YZER chapter for more detailed informa
tion of range fixing. 

• The A VG detector is slightly faster than the 
RMS detector, while the Peak, Q-Pk, and S
Pk detectors are much slower. However, the 
A VG detector should be used only when the 
signal is known to be a sinewave or a 
bandpass-filtered signal which has similar 
characteristics to a sinewave. 
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27.2. Sweep Time 

Test time is only approximately proportional to 
the number of points in a sweep. For simple sweep
and-graph or sweep-and-display-table operation , the 
time will not increase linearly with the number of 
points due to the action of the SWEEP SETfLING 
algorithm. As any given frequency span or ampli
tude span is stepped across in smaller steps, the tran
sient change in the measured values will normally 
be less and settling occurs more rapidly. However, 
adding points will always add to the test time. In a 
time-critical application where data is required at 
only a few points, specify only what is needed. If 
the required points are not either linearly or logarith
mically distributed between the end points, use the 
sweep table capability. 

27.3. Limits and Speed 

Attaching upper or lower limits to a test signifi
cantly increases test time due to the necessity of 
loading limits files into memory and to the computa 
tions at each point to determine whether the mea
surement is inside or outside limits. Limits files 
which are simple rectangular limits specified by 
only one or a few points will run faster than limits 
files with many points. Faster operation will be ob
tained when the limits file and the test file go 
through the steps in the same direction (both high-to
low, or both low-to-high). Attaching an error file to 
a test with limits will slow the test still further due 
to the time necessary to write out-of-spec values 
into the error file. 

Limit (and equalization and sweep) files up to 
200 points are loaded into memory when a sweep is 
started «F9> or <F7» with their associated test 
loaded. This assumes that S 1 software was not 
loaded with the !B option. Test speed with limits 
up to 200 points is thus independent of the type of 
disk used in the computer, after the limit (and equal
ization and sweep) files are loaded. If limits files 
larger than 200 points are used, the portions beyond 
200 points will be accessed on disk and test speeds 
will slow down markedly, especially with floppy 
disks. If larger limit (or EQ or sweep) files are re
quired, S I software can be loaded with the !B op-
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tion so that the larger files can still load into mem
ory. See the "Controlling Memory Usage" section 
of the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFTW ARE 
START -UP PROCESS chapter for more detai Is . 

27.4. Equalization and Speed 

Use of the EQSINE feature and a xx .EQ file also 
slows testing since the computer must usually inter
polate between xx.EQ file values to obtain the value 
to use at the generator frequency value. As in the 
case of xx.LIM files above, the best speed is ob
tained with the smallest xx.EQ files and with xx.EQ 
files arranged in the same frequency order as the 
xx.TST sweep is proceeding. With standard mem
ory allocations, the first 200 points of the xx .EQ file 
are loaded into memory when a sweep is started. 
Operation will slow due to disk accesses if larger 
equalization flIes are used. If larger files are re
quired, SI software can be loaded with the!B op
tion in such a way that they will automatically load 
into memory. See the "Controlling Memory Usage" 
chapter of the CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFT
WARE START-UP PROCESS chapter for more de
tails. 

CONFIG.SYS file: 

DEVICE=VDISK.SYS BUFFERSIZE 
lOOK 

AUTOEXEC.BAT file: 

ASTCLOCK 
MOUSE 
C: 

COPY A:*.TST 

COPY A:*.PRO 

COPY A:*.LIM 

COPY A:*.EQ 

COpy A:*.IMG 

COpy A:*.DAT 

COPY A:* .TXT 

COPY A: * .SWP 

COPY A:* .OVL 

B:Sl 


Figure 27-1 CONFIG.SYS and AUTOEXEC.BA T 
Files for Virtual Disk 

http:AUTOEXEC.BA
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27.5. Graphics Save Mode and Speed 

If S l.EXE software is started with /G option to 
enable saving high-resolution .GDL files to disk, 
testing speed will be significantly slowed. In the /G 
mode, every graph vector drawn to the screen is 
also written into a .G DL disk file with a consequent 
slowing of operation. 

27.6. Disk Types and Testing Speed 

Files used during a testing operation may be 
stored in three ways ; on diskettes (floppy disks), on 
a hard (fixed) disk, or on virtual disk (ram disk). 
Diskettes have the slowest access times and data 
transfer times. Hard disks are much faster in both 
access and data transfer times and yield faster-run
ning tests. Hard disks also hold large amounts of 
data, typically 20 megabytes and up. They are there
fore much more convenient for operation, eliminat
ing the frequent changing of diskettes often required 
in diskette-based systems. Hard disks also pennit 
convenient accumulation of test data over a period 
of time. The data may then be accessed by spread
sheet or statistical programs to perform statistical 
analysis on the data. 

27.6.1. Virtual Disks 

Virtual disks are portions of the computer mem
ory (ram) set aside during operating system start-up 
and made to look like another disk drive. If your 
computer has no hard disk, but has substantially 
more memory than that required for System One op
eration plus reasonable DOS activities under the 
DOS or XDOS commands, virtual disks may be a 
good solution to testing speed. If you have a hard 
disk, there is little speed to be gained by use of vir
tual disks. With recent DOS versions , your DOS 
manual will describe how to use the VDISK.SYS 
and CONFIG.SYS capability to create virtual disks 
at system start-up. For regular daily testing typical 
of ongoing production test activities, you may also 
wish to add commands into your AUTOEXEC.BAT 
file which copy from diskette onto the virtual disk 
the test files and limits files which are regularly 

used. A typical CONFIG.SYS and AU
TOEXEC.BAT file for this type operation are 
shown in Figure 27-l. 

This example assumes that the files VDISK.SYS 
(a DOS file), CONFIG.SYS, ASTCLOCK (if you 
have one of the AST (TM) clock-calendar units in 
your computer), MOUSE.COM, and the test, proce
dure, limit, equalization, e tc . files are all on a boot
able di skette in the A: drive. It assumes that S 1 is 
on a diskette in your B: drive. The CONFIG.SYS 
file causes VDISK.SYS to run at start-up, setting 
aside lOOk bytes of memory (amount controlled by 
the BUFFERSIZE parameter) which is automati
cally designated as the C:\ drive on a computer with 
no hard disk. The AUTOEXEC.BAT file then sets 
system date and time from the clock-calendar card 
(ASTCLOCK), runs the MOUSE driver software, 
changes the current disk drive to C: (the new virtual 
disk), copies onto it the desired files from disk A:, 
and finally loads System One software from drive 
B. However, it leaves C: as the current drive so 
that the system will look for all files and store all 
files there. 

Since a virtual disk is computer memory which 
will be lost at power-down or system re-start, opera
tional procedures must be established to copy from 
virtual disk to diskette any files desired to be kept 
after system shut-down . A procedure may include 
disk drive designators in any Save commands, or ex
plicitly in the file name of an error file. For exam
ple, when operating from a virtual disk designated 
C: , which contains all the procedures, tests, limits, 
equalization files, sweep tables, etc., the error file 
name attached to each test may be specified as 
B:errorfile. This will not provide the absolute fast
est operation since the flexible disk in drive B will 
be accessed frequently for test summary informa
tion. It will eliminate the risk of error file data loss 
and the necessity of copying the error file from the 
virtual di sk to the diskette before turning off com
puter power or re-booting the system. 

http:MOUSE.COM
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27.7. Computer Types and Speed 

Five families of microprocessors are in wide use 
as the central processors of the various computer 
models compatible with System One. The original 
IBM PC, PC Portable, XT, the Compaq Portable, 
and many other machines use the 8088 processor. 
The original Compaq Deskpro, AT&T 6300, 
Olivetti M21 and M24, IBM System 30, and certain 
other computers used the somewhat faster 8086. 
The IBM PC-AT, Compaq Portable II, IBM System 
50 and 60, AT&T 6300 Plus, and Compaq Deskpro 
286 use the 80286, which is faster yet. Still more 
powerful computers in this category, such as the 
Compaq Deskpro 386 and IBM System 80, use the 
80386. The fastest PC-compatible computers now 
available use the 80486 processor. Various comput
ers using the same microprocessor may run it at dif
ferent clock rates. The clock rate will directly af
fect its computational speed. 

Although the microprocessor is capable of per
forming mathematical operations, it does not do so 
efficiently. Integrated circuits which perform math 
operations in hardware are available for all of the 
IBM and compatible computers. A math co-proces
sor shouLd be installed in any computer used with 
System One for the maximum speeds. It will make 
the Largest difference on the sLowest computers 
(8088-based). 

The actual measurement times of System One 
within any test (xx.TST file) are determined largely 
within the instrument hardware. Actual test times 
will thus not vary as much with the type of com
puter used as will purely computational activities 
and disk access actions. However, speed improve
ments of as much as 30% have been noted with AT
compatibles (80286-based) over PC-compatibles 
(8088-based). In a sweep test with a log horizontal 
axis and one or two dB units on the vertical axis, 
the faster computers will produce reductions in 
sweep times. This is because they are much faster 
in the computationally-intensive activities such as 
Jog conversions. Faster computers also speed the 
comparisons involved in testing with limits and 
equalization files. 
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In a procedure, many different tests must be 
loaded into the System One software in sequence, 
and many computations are required to translate the 
stored information into panel seuings and instruc
tions to the hardware. Assuming that a hard disk or 
virtual disk is used so that diskeuc access time and 
data transfer rate are not the limiting factors, the 
faster computers will make quite significant reduc
tions in this test loading activity . Benchmark tests 
have been run which show the 80286-based comput
ers to cut test loading times from the 3-4 seconds 
typical of 8088 machines down to approximately 1 
second. Depending on the number of different tests 
in a procedure and the length of each Lest, the 
80286-based machines have been seen to cut proce
dure times typical of real world applications almost 
in half. 

27.8. FASTEST.DSP and Speed 

A new program for the DSP-based versions of 
System One can produce on the order of ten-times
faster testing for most common audio measure
ments. This program and technique, called FAST
EST, stimulates the device under test with many 
sinewaves simultaneously, acquires the output signal 
and performs an FFT analysis, and then can mea
sure frequency response, noise, total distortion and 
noise, interchannel-phase (if stereo), and can also 
measure harmonic or intermodulation disLortion sep
arately from the total distortion measurement. On 
the order of one to two seconds of stimulus are re
quired, with all the measurements listed above then 
made within two-four additional seconds. Contact 
Audio Precision for more information on DSP units 
and the FASTEST technique. 

27.9. Software and Speed 

Most of the discussion above assumes that 
Sl.EXE, System One's panel-and-menu oriented 
software, is being used. This software permits 
faster and easier preparation of tests and procedures 
than any other approach to automated testing. For 
the absolute fastest testing speed, experienced pro
grammers can develop programs in the Microsoft 
BASIC Professional Development System v7.10 



27-5 TESTING SPEED 

(which includes the Microsoft QuickBASIC Ex
tended Environment) or in Microsoft C language 
vS.l or later, using Audio Precision's LIB-BASIC 
or LIB-C function libraries to control System One 
hardware. In some cases, such programs cut testing 
time in half compared to S 1.EXE tests and proce
dures. 
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28. CREATING YOUR CUSTOM SOFTWARE 

START-UP PROCESS 

Getting from power tum-on to a status ready to 
run tests and procedures can involve several steps: 

• booting DOS 

· 	setting the computer time and date (if not au
tomatically maintained in your computer) 

• running the MOUSE program (if you have a 
mouse) 

• changing the default drive or directory to the 
drive or directory where the test, limit, proce
dure, etc. files are located 

• loading S 1 with the desired memory set
asides for DOS operations, proper display sys
tem selected, desired graphic print-out size se
lected, etc. 

• going to PANEL mode after System One soft
ware loads and selecting the generator output 
configuration, levels, analyzer filter selection 
and units, sweep conditions, etc . 

It is possible to automate this entire sequence. 
You can then begin each day's work from your own 
preferred starting conditions merely by turning 
power on to your computer and System One. 

28.1. Making A Bootable Diskette 

First, format a blank diskette with your DOS on 
it according to the inSlTuctions in your computer 's 
manual. With a two-drive computer, the DOS disk 
in drive A, and the blank diskette in drive B, this 
normally is done by typing 

FORMAT B:/S <Enter> 

If you will be using the mouse option, replace the 
A: diskette with the mouse software diskette and 
type 

COpy MOUSE.COM B: <Enter>. 

Note that newer versions of mouse software from 
Microsoft come with an installation routine . 

Proceed by then copying all the xx.TST, xx.PRO, 
xx.EQ, etc. , files which you will regularly use onto 
the new diskette by placing the disk or disks contain
ing those files in the A drive and typing 

COpy * .TST B: <Enter> 

COpy *.PRO B: <Enter> 

COpy * .EQ B: <Enter> 

COPY *.SWP B: <Enter> 

COpy *.TXT B: <Enter> 

COpy * .DAT B: <Enter> 

COPY *.LIM B: <Enter> 

COpy *.OVL B: <Enter> 

COpy * .DSP B: <Enter> 

COPY *.W A V B: <Enter> 

COpy * .MAC B: <Enter> 


28.2. Creating an AUTOEXEC.BAT 
File 

AUTOEXEC.BAT is a special file name to DOS; 
whenever DOS is started, it looks on the default 
drive to see if a file of that name is present. If it is, 
DOS will automatically execute the instructions in 
that file . 

Create an automatic startup batch file on the new 
diskette so that it will run the various utilities, estab
lish the desired drive (where the test, procedure, etc. 
files are located) as the default drive, and load Sys
tem One software after DOS loads. This can be 
done directly from DOS using the COpy CON 
(copy from console) command . Instead, it is much 
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more convenient to create the batch file from a text 
editor which gives you the ability to view the file 
and make insertions or deletions before saving il 

The following example assumes you are using 
the Edit Comments capability of System One as the 
text editor. To use the S I editor, place the S 1 disk
elte or a copy of it in drive A and type S 1 <Enter>. 
After the software loads and the Audio Precision 
logo appears, type <E> <C> to go to the Edit Com
ments feature and type the following: 

MOUSE <Enter> 

(assuming that you wish to use a Microsoft Mouse 
with your system) 

Now enter any other commands or programs to 
be run before System One starts. A common exam
ple for XT type machines is a program to set the 
computer time and date. If you have a clock/calen
dar card such as the AST 6-Pack (TM) installed, the 
command would be 

ASTCLOCK <Enter>. 

If you have no clock/calendar card, type in the 
commands 

TIME <Enter> 

DATE <Enter> 

so that the system will prompt the operator to enter 
the correct time and date upon start-up. 

B:S 1 <Enter> 

or: 

B:S 1 filename <Enter> 

or 

8:S 1 filename filename <Enter> 

or 

B:S 1 /r100 <Enter> 

or 

B:S 1 1R64 fD2 /P3 filename <Enter> 

or 

B:S 1 fDl 

These various alternative commands tell DOS to 
load and run S 1.EXE from the B: drive, without 
changing the default drive from A:. It is not neces
sary to type the xx.EXE extension. This must be 
the last line of the AUTOEXEC.BAT file. The op
tions of including a xx.TST filename or or xx.PRO 
filename or both on the command line will cause S 1 
to load a specific test and/or or start up with a spe
cific procedure; see COMMAND LINE OPTIONS 
below for more details. The fD option specifies the 
type of display system in the computer. The IR op
tion specifies the amount of memory set aside for 
DOS and XDOS operations. The /P option specifies 
the printer mode. 

The final version in the Edit Comments buffer 
may look like this: 

MOUSE 
ASTCLOCK 
B:S1 

or possibly 

MOUSE 
DATE 
TIME 
B:S 1 /P3 fDl IR 120 IF PERFCHEK 

Save this text to the new diskette in the B drive 
with the menu commands <Esc> Save Comments 
and the filename B:AUTOEXEC.BAT. The exten
sion xx .BAT must be explicitly supplied; if not, the 
system supplies the extension xx. TXT since it as
sumes you are saving a System One comments file. 
The xx.BAT extension is mandatory for DOS to rec
ognize it as a batch file. 

28.3. Testing The Startup Process 

To verify function, move your new diskelte to 
the A drive. Place a copy of the appropriate S 1 ver
sion in the B drive. Restart the computer by press
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ing <Orl> , <AlL>, and <Del> all simultaneously. 
This is called a "warm boot" by computer people, 
as distinguished from a "cold boot" which is done at 
power up. The "cold boot" goes through a com
plete computer memory check which can take up to 
a minute with a memory-loaded machine, while the 
"warm boot" goes directly to the software start rou
tine. If all was done correctly, the computer will go 
automatically through the process you defined, cul
minating in the Audio Precision logo (or into an op
erating procedure, if a procedure name was supplied 
following S 1) without further assistance. 

28.4. STD.TST File to Set Initial 
Conditions 

To further customize System One software so 
that it starts with your choice of panel conditions, 
go to Panel mode and set every parameter as you 
wish it to be at startup. You are likely to have pre
ferred choices for units, generator source impedance 
and balanced/unbalanced condition, output level, an
alyzer input termination, principal voltmeter func
tion, bandwidth , detector type, dBr REF and 
dBm/W REF values, sweep start and stop values 
and number of steps, color versus monochrome 
graphs, etc. You may also wish to use the Names 
Title function to replace AUDIO PRECISION in the 
upper left comer of monochrome graphs with a title 
of your choice. You will possibly wish to change 
some of the parameters on the SWEEP SETILlNG 
pane\. 

When you have the entire set of panels as you 
wish them to be at startup, <Esc> Save Test and 
type in STD <Enter> for the test name. System 
One software, whenever it loads, looks in the de
fault disk directory for a file with the name 
STD.TST and loads it if it exists. You may now 
test the function of your complete automated start 
by doing another warm boot «Orl> <Alt> <Del» . 
System One should load automatically, and examina
tion of the panels should show them all exactly as 
you set up the STD.TST file. 

28.5. Command Line Options 

A number of different modes of operation of Sys
tem One software can be obtained. Some of these 
modes are selected by typing the slash symbol "f' 
and characters after the "s I" when loading S 1. An 
on-screen listing of the available options can be ob
tained by typing either S 1 (! or S 1 /HELP at the 
DOS prompt. These command line options permit 
System One to: 

• start with a specific test already loaded 
( S 1 testname ) 

• start with a specific procedure loaded and run
ning ( S 1 procedurename ) 

• start in the correct graphics mode for the com
puter graphics board and monitor in use 
(SI/O#) 

• find the Audio Precision interface board at a 
specific address in the computer, or notify the 
software that no interface card is installed 
( S 1 /1# ) 

• start with the last test and procedure loaded 
but not running ( S 1 /L ) 

• control the amounts of memory set aside for 
data and various buffers ( S 1 !B#,# ,#,#,#,# 
and SI !R# ) 

• disable Image Store and sweep-erase-repeat 
capability «Alt><F8>, <F8>, <AIt><F9» in 
return for 16k to 38k additional available 
memory (S 1 /8) 

• select the mode in which the buffer contents 
are swapped to djsk during XDOS and DOS 
actions (S 1 /&filename) 

• specify the printer type which 	is connected, 
and the exact height and width of the print
outs which result from pressing the <*> key 
(SI /P#,#,# ) 

• disable the two-per-page formalling and auto
matic page feeds of <*> graphic printouts 
(SI IF) 

· 	enable graphics reporting to a .GDL file for 
later transmission to a plotter or laser printer 
(SI /G) 
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• set some video attribute other than standard 
defaults with which to display "punched-out" 
fields in overlay (xx.OVL) files ( S 1 N# ) 

. 	use the "European" impedance values for gen
erator output and analyzer terminated inputs, 
if the "EURO" option is installed in the Sys
tem One hardware being used ( S 1 IE ) 

More than one of these options may be invoked 
on the same command line. A space must be used 
between the last character of each option and the 
slash of the following option. For example: 

S 1 /L /R96 N82 

28.5.1. Starting With a Specific Test 
or Procedure 

A method for starting S 1 with a desired test file 
already loaded, or running a desired procedure, is to 
include those file names on the command line, after 
S1. The STD.TST approach is preferable if you al
ways wish the system to start up in a specific condi
tion. If you wish it to start in different conditions at 
different times, however, it may be preferable to use 
the command line approach. To cause S 1 to load a 
file called ABC.TST as soon as S 1 itself loads, type 
S 1 ABC <Enter> instead of S 1 <Enter>; the effect 
is identical to typing S 1, waiting for it to load, then 
typing Load Test ABC <Enter>. To cause S 1 to 
begin executing a procedure called XYZ.PRO as 
soon as S 1 loads, type S 1 XYZ <Enter>; the effect 
is identical to typing S 1 <Enter>, waiting for it to 
load, then typing Load Procedure XYZ <Enter> 
Run Procedure. This can be a very desirable load
ing option, as part of the AUTOEXEC.BAT file, in 
production test operations with low-skilled opera
tors. Simply turning on the computer, with the 
proper disk in the drive, will launch them directly 
into an operating procedure. 

Both a xx. TST file and a xx.PRO file can be in
cluded on the command line, in either order. Using 
the file name examples above, type either S 1 ABC 
XYZ <Enter> or S 1 XYZ ABC <Enter>. Since 
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most procedures start out by loading a test file, how
ever, this two-file command line may not be re
quired in most cases. 

When one or more of the "f' command-line op
tions and a procedure or test file name are to be in
cluded, the 'T options should all precede the test or 
procedure file name. For example: 

S1 /R96 NO IF AMP-FREQ 

28.5.2. Starting Up With the Last Test 

As noted in the MENU chapter, when you QUIT 
System One it automatically saves to the default 
disk the test, procedure, and macro currently in use 
as APLAST$$.TST, APLAST$$.PRO, and APL
AST$$ .MAC. If you would like to begin the next 
time where you last left off, start System One (as
suming you are starting with the same disk directory 
which was the current directory when you quit) with 
the command line option 

SI/L 

System One will then start with the test, proce
dure, and macro stored as APLAST$$ in place, 
though it does not automatically start executing the 
procedure as it would if a procedure name were ex
plicitly typed in on the command line. 

28.5.3. Graphics System 
Compatibility 

S l.EXE supports many different graphics display 
systems typically found in IBM-compatible comput
ers, including CGA, EGA, VGA, Hercules high-res 
olution monochrome, and the plasma display of the 
Toshiba 3100. In most cases, the software can deter 
mine which graphics system is present and con
figures itself accordingly. In some cases this auto
matic configuration may not be satisfactory. In 
these cases, a specific graphics system mode can be 
forced by use of the /D# command line option. See 
the table on page 5- 7 for full details. 
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28.5.4. Interface Card Locations 

The original PCI- 1 computer interface card is al
ways located at address 238, and all software ver
sions before 1.60 worked only with that address. 
The PCI-2 card address can be set via jumpers to ad
dresses 238, 298, 2B8, or 2D8. "S" (serial) version 
System One can be operated from lap-top computers 
with no interface card installed. To eliminate an 
error message each time the software is loaded, it 
can be started with the /IO option. 

S I.EXE software normally conducts a search, in 
order, through the addresses listed above to locate 
the interface card . It is possible to start the software 
so that it looks at only one address, or so that it 
does not look for an interface card at all. The com
mand line options are: 

/IO no interface card 
/II PCI-I at 238 
/I2 PCI-2 at 238 
/I3 PCI-2 at 298 
/I4 PCI-2 at 2B8 
/IS PCI-2 at 2D8 

28.5.5. Controlling Memory Usage 

When you first turn on computer power or re
boot with the <Ctrl><Alt><Del> keys, the software 
operating system (DOS) is loaded into the lowest 
memory addresses. Many versions of OOS in use 
today occupy 40k-60k bytes of memory. 

A special file called CONFIG.SYS will then run , 
if it exists. Some of the actions taken by CON
FIG.SYS will cause memory to be used. For exam
ple, CONFIG.SYS can specify a number of buffers 
to be used to speed many computer operations. 
Each buffer occupies 528 bytes. Thus, a BUFF
ERS=20 command would use 10k of memory. If 
CONFIG.SYS creates a "ram disk" (virtual disk) in 
the 640k bytes of DOS -addressable memory, that 
space is unavailable for other applications. 

AUTOEXEC.BAT then runs, if it exists. AU
TOEXEC.BAT may load one or more programs 
called "TSR"s. TSR stands for "Terminate but Stay 
Resident". This class of programs includes things 

such as mouse drivers and DOSEDIT, a public-do
main program distributed by Audio Precision. 
Mouse drivers may occupy from 3k to 15k bytes; 
DOS EDIT occupies about 3k of memory. TSR pro
grams also include the many "DOS management" 
programs which permit users to change directories , 
make directories, erase files, etc., without learning 
DOS commands. Many of these programs occupy 
large amounts of memory such as 50k to 80k or 
more. 

28.5.5.1. System One Memory Re
quirements 

So, by the time you are ready to type "SI", 
60,000 to 150,000 or more of the 655,000 bytes of 
memory may already be occupied by various pro
grams. At the beginning of its loading, S I .EXE 
checks the amount of memory remaining. If there is 
not approximately 475 kbytes or more (assuming 
v2.1O), S I will not load and this message will result: 

Cannot reserve the requested amount of memory. 
SI (! will give information on fR and /B options. 
See Command Line Options section of manual or 
use "/?" for option info. 

If 475 kbytes or more are available, S 1 normally 
decides how to occupy that memory according to a 
set of built-in rules. A decision and rules are neces
sary since the total memory occupied is made up of 
an irreducible 367k bytes (version 2.10) which the 
"core" S I.EXE program must occupy in any case, 
plus eight other functional areas of memory occu
pancy which are potentially controllable. See 
Figure 28-1 for a representation of typical memory 
occupancy by DOS, a few small TSR programs, and 
S I.EXE as determined by the built-in rules. The 
user has the ability to over-ride the standard internal 
rules with her or his own better judgement on how 
that memory should be used. The fR, 18 , /B, and 
I&filename command line options are the methods 
the user has to control memory occupancy in detail. 
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28.5.5.2. Memory Reserved for Pro
grams to Run Under XDOS or DOS 
Exit 

S 1.EXE was designed with the ability to remain 
in memory during a temporary exit to the operating 
system to run other programs. The XDOS and DOS 
menu commands leave S 1.EXE in memory to avoid 
the time that would be taken by a QUIT and re
start. The most common reason to temporarily exit 
is probably to change to another directory on a hard 
disk where other tests are stored. Some complex 
testing applications also call for special programs to 
process test data into a more suitable fonn for view
ing; the CDLINEAR.EXE and COMBlNE.EXE pro
grams furnished on the Compact Disc Player Test
ing application note diskette are examples. The 
built-in rule for S1.EXE is to set aside 64k (65,536 
bytes) of memory for such programs to run. The 
user can use the /R option to specify larger or 
smaller amounts to be set aside. For example. start
ing the software 

S 1 /R28 <Enter> 

will cause only 28k instead of 64k to be reserved 
for programs running during an XDOS or DOS exit. 

28.5.5.3. Screen Display Memory 

The <AIt><F8> feature of System One software 
pennits a monochrome version of any graph to be 
captured as a "snapshot" into memory. A later 
<F8> operation instantly returns that graph to the 
screen. The <AIt><F9> command creates a continu
ous sweep-erase-repeat cycle of taking and display
ing test data. Both these features use memory to 
store the screen image. The memory occupied is ap
proximately 38k for VGA. 33k for Hercules. 28k 
for EGA. and 16k for CGA display systems. If nei
ther the <AIt><F8>I<F8> feature nor the 
<AIt><F9> feature is necessary for your testing. you 
can start the software 

S 1 18 <Enter> 

which frees screen memory for other uses. 

MINIMUM S1.EXE 
(NO <ALT>F8 

IMAGE STORE 
FEATURE) 

367k 

TYPICAL 
DOS & SMALL TSR 

70k 
0 

640K 

AVAILABLE TO 
PROGRAMS IR 

UNDER XDOS OR option 
DOS (SHELL) controls 

65k 
18 

<AL T>F8 IMAGE STOR>--- V option 
controls

VGA 38k, CGA 16k 

...  EDIT 

EDIT COMMENTS "" MACRO 
26k .......... 

~ 
6k 

EDIT PROCEDURE~ 
26k IB 

.......... option 

EDIT DATA -~ controls 

48k 
~ ~ .... // 

/ ~ 
800 DATA 200 .EO, .L1M, 

POINTS .SWP POINTS 

FIgure 28-1 TYPIcal Memory Occupancy, 640 k Computer WIth Small TSRs and Normal S1.EXE Load 
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28.5.5.4. Internal Buffers of S1.EXE 

S I.EXE sets aside six memory areas for use dur
ing testing. These six buffers are: 

Data Point buffer 
Limil/sweep/EQ file buffer 
Edit Data buffer 
Edit Procedure buffer 
Edit Comment buffer 
Edit Macro buffer 

The amount of memory presently set aside for 
each of these buffers may be read at any time by dis
playing the HELP screen. 

28.5.5.5. Data Point Buffer 

The Data Point buffer is where test results are 
stored during a test «F9» . The <F7> key re
graphs from this buffer, and the Save Test or Save 
Data commands copy the information from this 
buffer to disk. If a test sweep consists of more data 
points than the buffer can hold, a re-graph via <F7> 
will show only the number of points which the 
buffer holds even though all points appeared on 
screen during the <F9> sweep. Similarly, saving 
such a test to disk will save only the points from the 
start of the test up to the buffer size limit. Each 
measurement point during a test requires 13 bytes of 
memory; four bytes for the SOURCE-l value, four 
bytes for DAT A-I, four bytes for DATA-2 (whether 
or not DATA-2 is actually used in the particular 
test), and one byte for "overhead". If a test is set up 
for STEPS 20 at SOURCE-I, for example, there 
will actually be 21 data points (since data is taken at 
the START value in addition to each of 20 steps), 
and 21 * 13 or 273 bytes of the Data Point buffer will 
be filled. 

28.5.5.6. Limit/Sweep/EQ File Buffer 

The limil/sweep/EQ buffer area is loaded with 
data from all limit (.LIM), sweep (.SWP), and equal
ization (.EQ) files attached to the test (.TST) file 
presently in memory. These three file types may be 
thought of as cross-reference files and are attached 
by use of the NAMES command. S I.EXE software 
must look up values in these files at every step of a 
sweep. To avoid the slow operation which would re

suIt if S I.EXE had to go to the computer disk for 
these values at each step, the data from those files is 
copied into this memory buffer area when the <F9> 
key is pressed to start a sweep. Each point requires 
36 bytes of memory. If a sweep, limit, or EQ file is 
used which is longer than the buffer memory avail
able, the test will be seen to slow down greatly at 
the point where the software must go to computer 
disk for each value instead of reading it from the 
memory buffer. 

28.5.5.7. Edit Data Buffer 

When the EDIT DATA menu command is used, 
S I.EXE software converts the data presently in the 
Data Point buffer from its normal, efficient binary 
format to a human-readable ASCII format and dis
plays it on screen. The user may then choose to de
lete or modify values, typically as part of the pro
cess of creating limit files. When the user exits 
EDIT DATA mode with the <Esc> key, the edited 
ASCII data is converted back to the binary format 
and copied back into the Data Point buffer. Since 
ASCII data is quite inefficient, especially when for
malted for convenient human reading and editing, 
65 bytes of memory per Data Point is required for 
the Edit Data buffer. 

28.5.5.8. Edit Procedure Buffer 

System One procedures are ASCII files which 
are created, viewed, and modified in the Edit Proce
dure buffer. One byte of memory per character (in
cluding imbedded spaces, carriage returns, etc.) is re
quired for the Edit Procedure buffer. A typical "one
screen-full" procedure may thus occupy 500 to 
1 ,000 bytes, since many of the lines are usually 
short. 

28.5.5.9. Edit Comment Buffer 

Another ASCII buffer, entered by the EDIT 
COMMENT menu command, may be used to Slore 
miscellaneous notes and comments. These com
ments are saved to disk with the test data and test 
setup when the SAVE TEST command is used, and 
are printed underneath the graph in the normal 
"screen dump" «*» print-out mode. One byte of 
memory per character is required . 
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28.5.5.10. Edit Macro Buffer 

The DCX-127 Multifunction unit includes the ca
pability to initiate upon hardware switch contact any 
of eight different macros. This feature is useful in 
production test and QA activities, where non-com
puter-proficient operators may initiate different pro
cedures or other actions by pressing a pushbutton or 
foot switch, rather than dealing with a full computer 
keyboard. The macros which are triggered are cre
ated, edited, and stored in the Edit Macro buffer. 
They are ASCII files, occupying one byte of mem
ory per character. 

28.5.5.11. Buffer Size Control 

Available memory will normally be apportioned 
among these six buffer sizes according to built-in 
rules which are a compromise for "typical" opera
tions. You can optimize the size of each buffer for 
your specific application by use of the (B command 
line option. The full form of this option is 

S 1 (Bn,n,n,n,n,n <Enter> 

.LIM, .E~ .SWP 
POINTS IN EMORY 

where each n is a number typed by the user. The 
sequence of these six numbers corresponds to the 
preceding discussion and to the format of the HELP 
screen display of these buffers . Thus, the first num
ber specifies the number of Data Points which can 
fit in the buffer, the second number is the number of 
limit, sweep, and EQ file points which will be cop
ied to memory for fast testing, etc. A special form 
of the (B option to maximize data points at the ex
pense of all other buffers is 

SI (Bn 

The result will be to load S I.EXE to permit n 
data points, setting all the other five buffers to the 
minimum permissible size, and leaving all remain
ing memory available for programs running during 
DOS and XDOS exits. 

If the number entered for any buffer is above the 
maximum permissible, the error message " Invalid 
buffer sizes specification" will be displayed. It is 
possible to specify sizes for the various memory 
areas which add up to a large enough number that 

36/PT (Bn, N,n,n ,n,n 

EDIT Ij,CHAR (Bn,n, N,n,n,n DATA CTER 
EDIT 64-65000 Ij,CHAR26k CHARACTERS (Bn,n,n, N,n,nPROCEDURE CHARACTERS CTER 

64-65000 Ij,CHAR26k CHARACfERS (Bn,n,n,n, N,nCHARACTERS CTER 

64-65000 Ij,CHAR- OTO (Bn,n,n,n,n, NCHARACTERS CTER +64936 

<AL T>F8 SCREEN 
IMAGE MEMORY ON OR OFF 

+38k VGA 
+16k CGA 
+28k EGA 
+33k Here 

/8 

Table 1 S1.EXE Memory Usage Above Minimum 367k (v2.1O) 

http:28.5.5.11
http:28.5.5.10
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Sl.EXE cannot load. In this case, you will receive 
an error message indicating that there is insufficient 
memory. You must then either reduce some of the 
allocations or see if there are memory-resident utili
ties which could be deleted. The /R option and the 
/B options may be used in conjunction as long as 
the requested sizes arc compatible. If the intent is 
to reserve the maximum possible memory the /B op
tion with minimum usable buffers will have that ef
fect without use of the /R option. If the intent is to 
maximize data points at 16,000, for example , the /R 
option must also be used with a minimal set-aside 
or S 1 cannot load. 

28.5.5.12. Buffer Swap to Disk 

The /&filename command line option is a power
ful tool to allow large programs to run during 
XDOS and DOS exits without compromising the 
buffer sizes for data points, procedures, etc. This is 
accomplished by copying the contents of all six buff
ers to a disk file at each XDOS or DOS exit, then 
copying the disk file back into the buffer areas 
when returning to S l.EXE. The cost of this flexibil
ity is speed. With typical buffer sizes set by the 
built-in rules, 5-10 seconds may elapse between the 
XDOS or DOS command and appearance of the 
DOS prompt which permits the next program to run. 
A similar length of time is taken at the end of the 
exit from S 1.EXE to copy the disk file back into 
memory and erase the disk file. If the buffer sizes 
have already been reduced by use of the IB com
mand, the time required will be proportionately less . 
If your computer has more than 1 Megabyte of 
memory and you have software which pennits creat
ing a virtual disk in that higher memory, the time to 
copy a normal set of buffers into that virtual disk 
may be as short as 1 second. To take advantage of 
such a virtual disk, the full path name must be speci
fied for the "swap" file. For example, assuming the 
virtual disk to be D:, System One software might be 
started by 

S 1 /&D:\tempfile <Enter> 

summarizes all the controllable memory areas 
and the command line options which control them . 
Multiple command line options may be used, sepa
rated by spaces. For example, 

SI /B30,6,2100,1000,200,64 /8 /&temp <Enter> 

would control the six buffer sizes as specified, 
disable the screen memory, and swap all buffers to a 
disk file named "temp" during XDOS or DOS exits . 

It is necessary to use the /R option to reduce the 
memory set aside for XDOS activity below 64k 
bytes if data points are to approach their maximum 
of 16,000, as might be required for long time re
cords such as wow and flutter or phase versus time. 

If /R and /B are used simultaneously, S 1 may set 
aside more than the "R" value for XDOS activity 
since there is nowhere else to put surplus memory 
after the IB command rigidly defines all . six buffers. 

28.5.6. Screen Appearance of 
Punched-Out Fields 

Panel set-up fields which have been blanked or 
punched out and saved as xx.OVL files can have dif
ferent screen appearances. Monochrome display sys
tems provide several choices, while color systems 
provide 256 choices of appearance. The choice of 
appearance can be specified on the command line 
by the V (video) option . For example, to cause 
punched-out fields to be completely blank, type at 
start-up 

Sl/VO 

See the PROCEDURES chapter for an explanation 
of the control technique and choices. 

28.5.7. Printer Mode and Printed 
Graph Size Selection 

S l.EXE software can be configured for a number of 
different printer dot densities and print modes. It 
can also be loaded so as to print graphs of any de
sired size, and the graphs may be rotated 90 degrees 
if desired. The /p#,#,# option controls these func
tions. See the description beginning on page 1S-5 . 

http:28.5.5.12
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28.5.8. Formatting of Graph Printout 

Normal operation of System One's graphic print
out mode, initiated with the <*> key, assumes that 
two graphs per page are desired. Thus, following 
the first graph and comments, line feeds are issued 
to the printer to move to approximately the center of 
the page. Following the next graph printed, a page 
feed command is issued to the printer. 

When this type of formatting is not desired, Sys
tem One should be started with the command line 
option 

Sl IF 

which disables the formatting. The printer will sim
ply stop after the last line of comments or the bot
tom of the graph if no comments are present. Fur
thermore, the graph will be located at the left-hand 
margin of the page rather than centered horizontally. 
For more details on the IF option including numeric 
arguments to cause bi-directional or un i-directional 
printing, see page 15-3. 

28.5.9. Plotter and Laser Printer 
Compatibility 

System One software can save the information nec
essary for an HPGL-compatible plotter, HP Laserjet 
laser printer, or Postscript-compatible laser printer. 
After starting S l.EXE with the /G option, the infor
mation may be saved into a user-named file with the 
.GDL (Graphics Data List) extension. After exiting 
from S l.EXE, a driver program called PLOT.EXE 
(for HPGL-compatible plotters and HP Laserjet 
printers) or POST.EXE (for Postscript-compatible 
printers) must be mn. These program s define plot
ting parameters, specify a .GDL file as input, and 
make the plot. See the plotter section on page 15-7 
of the HARD COpy PRINTOUT chapter for full in
formation. 

28.5.10. Command Line Query 

If S 1 (? or S 1 /HELP is typed from DOS, a brief 
summary will be presented on the screen of the 
available command line options for starting S 1. 

28.5.11. Batch Files for Loading 
S1.EXE 

Since it can be time-consuming and error-prone 
to type in the buffer option command each time you 
start System One software, a DOS batch file may be 
written to take over this task. Use of the DOS envi
ronment is often an even better solution; see the sec
tion immediately below for a discussion of this tech
nique. 

To make a batch file, use Edit Comments to cre
ate a command line as desired. For the buffer size 
example given above, the line would thus be: 

S 1 fB 100,30,64,6000,200,200 <Enter> 

Press <Esc> and Save Comments. Supply a simple 
name such as SYSl.BAT. You must type the .BAT 
extension, otherwise the standard .TXT extension of 
Comments files will be furnished. In the future 
when starting System One from DOS, you can type: 

SYS I <Enter> 

The batch file will execute, loading System One 
software with the buffer sizes specified. You could 
create several different batch files with different 
names and different buffer sizes for various applica
tions. If you prefer to stay with your present habit 
of starting System One by: 

Sl <Enter> 

you must first rename S 1.EXE to another name by 
use of the DOS RENAME command. If you 
choose to rename Sl.EXE to REAL_Sl.EXE, for ex
ample, the command from DOS is: 

RENAME S l.EXE REAL_S l.EXE <Enter> 

The batch file would then be: 

REAL_S 1 fB 100,30,64 ,6000,200,200 <Enter> 

and it would be saved under the name of S 1.BAT. 
Typing: 

Sl <Enter> 
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will then cxecute the batch file S l.BAT which in 
turn calls the renamed System One software with 
the buffer option. 

After Systcm Onc software loads, select the Help 
panel and you should see a display similar to Figure 
28-4. The size of the six areas will be as you speci
fied on the command line. Note that the copy 
buffer (accessed by F6 and F5 keys) of each editor 
is also part of the size assignment. For example, if 
2,000 bytes is reserved for Edit Comments and a 
500-byte section of text has been deleted into the 
copy buffer with the F6 key, therc will only be 
1,500 bytes remaining into which a new Comments 
file could be loaded. To empty the copy buffer of 
any editor, select the editor and press F6 twice with
out moving the cursor. This copies a zero-length 
"text" into the copy buffer, effectively erasing the 
previous contents. 

The last line, "Bytes Reserved for DOS", will 
show the remaining computer memory usable for 
other program operation under a System One shell 
during XDOS and DOS exits. The exact amount of 
remaining memory will depend on the memory size 
of the computer, on the DOS version in use, and on 
whcthcr any memory-resident programs were loaded 
before S I. Examples of memory-resident programs 
are MOUSE.COM, GRAPHICS .COM, HGC.COM, 
and utilities permitting instant access to simulated 
index cards, caJendars, calculators, etc. 

28.5.12. Using the Environment to 
Control Start-Up 

An alternative to use of batch files is to issue 
from DOS a "SET SIOPTS" statement. Such a 
statement writes into a DOS memory area called the 
Environment. Each time S I.EXE is started, it looks 
into that Environment area to see which command 
line options it should execute when loading. This 
technique has an advantage over the batch file ap
proach in that S I .EXE need not be re-named to 
avoid conflict with a batch file named S l.BAT, if 
you prefer to stay with your habit of starting the 
software via S] <Enter>. The SET S IOPTS state

ment can be included in the AUTOEXEC.BAT file 
for maximum convenience. An example SET 
S IOPTS statement would be: 

SET S I OPTS=(B 100,6,64,2000,2000,64 (D21L 

The present contents of the Environment can al
ways be viewed from DOS by typing SET <Enter> . 

Note that any options included on the command 
line when S I is started will add to or over-ride op
tions specified by the Environment. 

http:GRAPHICS.COM
http:MOUSE.COM
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29. MOUSE OPERATION 

29.1. Introduction 

The Microsoft Mouse provides an alternate to the 
arrow keys, <+> and <Del> keys, space bar, and 
<Enter> key for moving around the panel and mak
ing selections. The mouse also permits smooth, ana
log-like control of the generator amplitude and gen
erator frequency . 

29.2. Mouse Compatibility, PCI-1 
Card 

Audio Precision has built three versions of inter
face card. The original version, the PCI-l, con
tained connectors both for the digital interface cable 
to System One and for the original version of the 
Microsoft bus (parallel) mouse. This version of the 
mouse, with a 9-pin D subminiature connector, is no 
longer available. A custom integrated circuit re
quired on the PCI-I card to support the bus mouse 
is also no longer available. The PCI-I card con
tained circuitry at the same I/O address used by the 
bus mouse. The newer version bus mouse cannot 
be used when this card is installed due to I/O ad
dress conflict. 

With recent versions of MOUSE.COM, the pro
gram can be loaded so that it will look only for a se
rial mouse at a specific serial port. A serial mouse 
and this version of MOUSE.COM can be used in 
conjunction with the PCI-I card. The command to 
invoke the software is 

MOUSE ICI 

if the serial mouse is connected to COMI:, or 

MOUSE/C2 

if the serial mouse is connected to COM2: 

29.3. Mouse Compatibility, PCI-2 
Card 

Audio Precision is now furnishing the PCI-2 and 
PCI-3 cards. The result is that either bus or serial 
mice may be used with System One. 

29.3.1. PCI-2 Installation with Bus 
Mouse 

The bus mouse is normally sold with its own in
terface card which installs into an empty expansion 
slot of the personal computer. The PCI-2 card in
stalls into another empty slot. When both bus 
mouse and the Audio Precision PCI-2 card are to be 
installed, jumpers on the PCI-2 card must be moved 
to one of three other addresses available to avoid 
I/O address conflict with the bus mouse card. See 
the PCI-2 card preparation section of the Installing 
the Interface Card chapter for more details. 

29.3.2. PCI-2 Installation with Serial 
Mouse 

The serial mouse plugs onto a serial (RS-232) 
connector. The PCI-2 card contains a serial port in 
addition to the digital interface connector to System 
One. Thus, a computer with no available serial port 
can support a serial mouse via the PCI-2 card. 
(Note, however, that a maximum of two serial ports 
are permitted by the IBM-PC and compatible archi
tecture.) 

The PCI-2 card is shipped without this serial port 
being enabled. To enable the port and configure it 
as COMl: or COM2:, jumpers must be correctly set 
at PI2l and P421. See the Installing the Interface 
Card chapter for more details. 

29-1 
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29.4. PCI-3 Installation with Mouse 

The PCI-3 card is designed for the Microchannel 
Bus in the more powerful models of the IBM PS/2 
series. This card operates at a fixed address as
signed to Audio Precision by IBM and will not con
flict with either bus or serial mice. 

29.5. Mouse Software Installation 

Software installation of the mouse consists of run
ning the program MOUSE.COM each time the com
puter is started. The most convenient way to accom
plish this is by including the command MOUSE in 
an AUTOEXEC.BAT file, and copying the program 
MOUSE.COM onto the disk with the AU
TOEXEC.BAT file which will be used to start the 
computer. MOUSE.COM will be furnished by the 
mouse supplier. 

29.6. Mouse Usage 

In panel mode, the mouse controls the location of 
the cursor on the computer screen. Rolling the 
mouse along its long axis will move the cursor up 
and down within a given panel section. Rolling the 
mouse perpendicularly to its long axis moves the 
cursor between fields on the same line within a 
panel section, or between panel sections. Just as 
with the arrow keys, when the cursor moves be
tween panel sections it jumps to the field it last oc
cupied in that panel. 

When the mouse-controlled cursor is located on a 
multiple-choice field, the left and right mouse but
tons can be used to move the "choices" cursor left 
or right, just as the <+> and <Del> keys on the key
board. Pressing both buttons simultaneously then se
lects the current choice, just as pressing the <Enter> 
key does. When the cursor is located on either the 
generator dBr REF field or the analyzer dBr REF 
field, pressing either the left or right mouse button 
will transfer the current amplitude value to that field 
as the new dBr REF, just as pressing the <+> or 
<Del> key will. Similarly, the cursor can be posi
tioned on either the AMPLITUDE numeric field or 
the AMPSTEP numeric field and the amplitude in

cremented with the right mouse button or 
decremented with the left mouse button. FRE
QUENCY and FREQSTEP incrementing and 
decrementing work similarly. 

If neither left nor right button has been pressed to 
start scanning through the choices, pressing both but
tons simultaneously has the same effect as the 
<Esc> key, taking you to the top level (COM
MAND) menu. Once the mouse is on the COM
MAND line, the cursor is moved among the com
mands by rolling the mouse and the current com
mand is selected by pressing either left or right 
mouse button. 

http:MOUSE.COM
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